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CLEVELAND, 0., AUGUST, 1870. 



HISTORICAL AND ARCH^LOGICAL TRACTS. 

NUMBER ONE. 



BATTLE A^D MASSACRE AT FRENCHTOWN, MICHIGAN, 

J-AJ^XJ-A.RY, 1©13 

By Rev. THOMAS. P. DUDLEY, 

ONS OF THE BURYIVOBB. 



The follow inc; incidents relating to tlie 
march of u detachment of Kentucky troop* 
under Colonel Lewis to Frenohtown, on the 
River Raigin, Michigan, January, 1813 ; tne 
battles of the 18th and 22d ; the massacre of 
the prisoners, and the march to Fort George, 
on the Niagara river, were written by the Rev 
Thomas P. Dudley, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
May 26, 1870, and indorsed as follows : 
A. T. Goodman, Esq., Secretary Western Re- 
serve Historical Society : 
Dear Sir : I take pleasure in forwarding: to 
your society an interesting and reliable narra- 
tive, by the Rev. Thomas P. Dudley, of thi« 
city. Very truly your&. 

Lesllb Coombs. 
Lexington, June Ist, 1870. 
On the seventeenth day of January, 1813, 
a detachment of five hundred and fifty men, 
under command of Colonel William Lewis, 
with Colonel John Allen, and Majors Ben. 
Graves and George Madison, from the left 
wing of the Northwest Army, was ordered to 
Frenehtown, on the River Raisin, where it 
was understood a large number of British had 
collected, and were committing depredations 
on the inhabitanta of that village. On the 
17th, at night, the detachment encamped at 
the mouth of Swan Creek, on the Maumee of 
the lake. On the 18th, they look up the line 
of march, meeting a number oi the inhabi- 
tants retreating to the American camp, op- 
posite to where Fort Meige was subsequent- 
ly built. Our troops inquii-ed whether 
the British had any artillery, to which the re- 
ply was, *'They have two pieces about large 



enough to kill a moase." They reached the 
River Raiahi about three o^dock in the after- 
noon, and while crofising the river on the ice 
the British began firing their swivels, when 
the Amencan troops were ordered to drop 
their knaiMsaeks on &e ice. Heachhfig the op- 
posite shore, ihew raised a yell, some crowing 
like chicken cocks, some barking like dogs, 
and others caUii^, **Fire away with your 
mouse cannon affun." The tsoops were dis- 
posed as follows: The right battalion command- 
ed by Colonel Allen, the center by Major Madi- 
son, the left l^ Mi^r Graves. The latter battalf^ 
ion was ordered to dislodge the enemy from 
the position occapied by tlMm,*^beh!ig the same 
occupied by the American trooDs in the 
battle of the twenty-second,^' dwnng which 
the right and center were ordered to remain 
where they were, in the open field, nntil Ma- 
jor Graves's command dioidd foroe the enemy 
to the woods. While Graves was driving the 
eneinv occa«onal balls from the woods, <^po^ 
site Colonel Allen's command, woonded some 
of his men. Hence Celonel Allen ordered a 
partial retreat of some forty or flfly yards, .so < 
as to placehis men oat of reach of the Indian 
fcwoB, Just as this order was aooomplished, 
we discovered, from the firing, that Ma^ 
Graves had driven the enemy to the woods, 
when he was ordered to admnee the right and 
center. Up to this time the finehthig was done 
bv Major Graves's battalion* So soonas'tlie 
right and center reached the woods 
the fighting became geneial and mOst 
obstinate, the enemy resVitiag every? 
inch of ground as they wcr« 
competed to fall back. During three hoolra 
the batHe raged, the American detachment hiefe 
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eleren killed and fifty-four wounded. About 
dusk liaior GraTet was tent by Colonel Lewis 
to stOD the pnnnit of the enemy, and direct 
the officers commanding the right and center, 
who had been hotly engaged in the conflict 
and hac^ killed many of the enemy, to retain 
to fVenditowB, bearing the k|Ued ft>r4«ter- 
ment, and the wounded f6r tifeatment. Noth- 
ing of importance occurred until the morning 
ofthe aoth, when General Winchester, with a 
command of two hundred men, under Colonel 
Wells, reached Frenchtown. Wdls*8 com- 
mand was ordered to encamp on the right of 
the detachment, who fought the battle of the 
18th, and to fortify. The spies were oat con 
tinually, and brought word on the 21st that 
the enemy were advancing in considerable force 
to make battle. On the 21st momine Wells 
askel leave to return to the camp, which he 
had recently left, for his baggage. General 
Wtochester declined gtving leave, Infonning 
Wells that we would certainly and very soon 
be attacked. In the afternoon Wells airain 
applied for leave to return for his baggage. 
General Winchester again replied, *^The spies 
bring intelligence that the enemy have reached 
Stony Creek, live miles from here. If you are 
disposed to leave your command in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the enemy, when a battle is 
certain, you can go." Wells left and went 
back. 

On the 22d, just as the reveille was arousing 
the troops, (about davbreak,) the flret gun was 
flred. Major Graves had been up some hours, 
and had gone to the several companies 
of his battalion, and roused them. 
Upon the firing of the first gun he imme- 
diately left his quarters and orSsrad his men 
toatMid to their arms. Yeiy many bombs 
were discharged by the enemy, doing, howev- 
er, yery little cncntion, most of them burs*.- 
Ing In the air, and the fighting became gener- 
al along the line, the armlery of the enemy 
being directed mainly to the riffht of our 
lines, where Wells's command had no pro- 
tection but a common rail fence, four or five 
rails high. Sevo^ of the Amenoans on that 
part of the line were Idlled and their fence 
Knocked down by the cannon balls, when Gen- 
MPalWlnchestei' ordered the right to fall back 
a few steps and reform on the bonk of the 
river, where they would have been protected 
from the enemy's guns. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, that part of iht line commenced retreat- 
ing, and reaidiing Hull's old traee along the 
lane, on either srae of which the grass was so 
hisii as to conceal the Indians. At this time, 
CSoneb Lewis' and Allen, with a Tiew of rally- 
ing the retreat&g party.took one hundred men 
from the stockade and endeavored to arrest 
tliehr fib;ht Yerf voMxy were killed and 
wonndei^ and oVban made prisoners^ among 
the former. Colonel Allen, Captains Simpson, 
Piiee, Sdmundson, Mead, Dr. Irwin, Mont* 
merf, Davis, Mcmnln and Patrick, and of 

> latter. General Wtaichester, Colonel Lewis, 
Malor Overton^ Ac, The firing was still k^ 
up by the enemy on those within the pickets 
and retamad with deadly eflbct. The Indians, 
ftfler the retreat of the right wing, got arbund 
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in the rear of the picketing, under the bank, 
and on the same side of the river, 
where the battle was raging, and killed and 
wounded several of our men. It is believed 
that the entire number of killed and wounded 
within the plckeHi fid not exceed one dDaea, 
and the witter d»ubtt yecy moeh wtiather, if 
the rehifbroements had not come, ^oee who 
fought the first batUe, alttiough their number 
had been depleted by &ty-flve, would 
not haye held their ground, at least 
notil rrinforcements could have come 
to their relief. Indeed, it was 
very evident the British yery much feared 
a reinforcement, from thdr hurry in removing 
th<) prisoners they had taken, from the soutn 
to the west of the battle ground, and in the 
direction of Fort Maiden, from which they 
sent a fiag. accompanied by Dr. Overton, aid 
to General Winchester, demanding the sur- 
render of the detachment. Informing they bad 
Generals Winchester and Lewis, and in the 
event of refusal to surrender, would not re 
strain ttkeUr Indians. Major Graves being 
wounded, Major Madison was now left in com- 
mand, who, when the summons to surrender 
came, repaired to the room in which Major 
Graves and several other wounded oitfcers 
were, to consult w ith them as to the propriety 
of surrendering. It is proper here to state 
that our ammunition was nearly exhausted. 
It was finally determined to surrender, requir- 
ing of the enemy a solemn pledge for the se- 
curity of thewomded. If this was not un- 
hesitatingly given, determined to fight 
it out, but O. the scene which 
now took place! The mortifica- 
tion at the thought of surrendering the 
Spartan band who had fought like heroes, 
the tears shed, the wripging of hands, the 
swelling of hearts, indeul, the scene begfirars de • 
scription. Life seemed valueless. Our Madison 
replied to the summons. In substance, "We will 
not surrender without a guarantee for the 
safety of the wounded, and uie return of side- 
arms to the officers." (We did not intend to be 
dishonored.) The British offfcer haughtily re- 
sponded : '*Do you, sir, claim the!rlgfat to dic- 
tate what terms I Am to ofter?" 
Major Madison repUed : "No, but I 
faiteud to be understood as regards the onlv 
terms on which we Will agree to surrender." 
CapttUn WiUlam Elliott^ who had charee of the 
Incnans, it was agreed should be left wRh some 
men, whom It was said would afford ample 
protection until carryalls could be brought 
from Midden to transport the prisoners there, 
but the sequel proved they were a faithless, 
cowardly set The British were in quite a hur- 
ry, as were thehr Indian aUies, to leave after the 
surrender. Pretty soon Captain Elliott came 
into the room wnere Majf>r Graves, Captain 
HIcknan, Oaptahi Hart, and the writer of this 
(aU wounded) were quartered. He recognlied 
Captain Hart, with whom he had been a r$om' 
maU, at Hart's fMher's ih LexlBgt»n, Ken- 
tucky. Hart introduced htm to the other ofil* 
cers, and after a short conversation, in which 
he (Elliott) seemed quite reslaess and a good 
deal agitated, (he, 1 apprehend, could nave 
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readily told why, ) aa he could not have f or- 
jl^otten the humiliation he had contracted 
in deceiving Hart's family, pecuniarily. He 
proposed borrowing a horse, saddle and bridle 
for the purpose of going immediately to Mai- 
den, and hurrying on sleighs to remove the 
wounded. Thence assuring Captain Hart 
especially of the hospitality of his house, and 
bulging ns not to feel uneasy; that we were 
in no danger ; that he would leave three in- 
terpreters^ who would be an ample protection 
to n£. He obtained Major Graves's horse, 
saddle and bridle, and left, which was the. last 
we 8«w ©f Captain EDiott. We shall presently 
see how Elliott's pledges were fultiUed. On 
the next morning, the morning of the massacre, 
between daybreak and sunrise, the Indians 
were seen approachinsr the houses sheltering 
the wounded. The house in which Major 
<}ravcs, Captains Hart and Hickman and the 
writer were, had been occupied as a tavern 
The Indians went into the cellar and rolled 
•ont many barrels, forced in their heads and 
began drinking and yelling. Pretty soon they 
■came crowding into the room where we were, 
and in which there was a bureau, two beds, a 
<!hair or two and perhaps a small table. They 
forced the dtawers of the bureau, which were 
fiUed with towels, table cloths, shirts, pillow 
slips, &c. About this time Major Graves and 
•Captain Hart left the room. The Indians 
took the bed clothing, ripped open the bed 
tick^ threw out the feathers, and apportioned 
the ticks to themselves. They took the over- 
•coat, close bodied coat, hat and shoes from 
the writer. When they turned to leave the 
room, just as he turned, the Indians 
tomahawked Captain Hickman in less 
thaa six feet from me. I went out on 
to a porch, next the street, when I heard 
voices in a room at a short distance, went into 
tiie room where Captahi Hart was engaged in 
•conversation with the interpreter. Efeaslied: 
**What do the Indians intend to do with us." 
The reply was: "They Intend to kill you." 
Hart rejomed : "Ask liberty of them for me to 
make a speech to them before they kill us.'* 
The inteqjreters replied: "They can't under- 
stand." "But," said Hart, "you can interpret 
:for me." The interpreters replied: "If we 
undertook to interpret for you, they will as 
•soon kill us as you." It was said, and I sup- 
pose truly, that Captain Hart subsequently 
contracted witu an Indian warrior to take him 
to Amherstburg, giving him $600. The bt-ave 
placed him on a horse and started. After 
going a short distance they met another com- 
pany of Indians, when the one having charpre 
ot flart spoke of his receiving the $60() to take 
Hart to Maiden. The other Indians insisted on 
sharing the money, which was refused, Tvhen 
some altercation took place, resulting in the 
shooting of Hart off the horse by the Indian 
who received the money. A few minutes after 
leaving the room, where I had met Hart and the 
interpreters, and while standing in the snow 
eifirhteen inches deep, the Indians brought 
Captain Hickman out on the porch, stripped 
of clothing except a flannel shirt, and tossed 



him out on the Snow within a few feet of him, 
after which he breathed once or twice and ex ' 
pired. While still standing in the yard, with- 
out coat, hat or shoes. Major Graves ap- 
proached me in charge of an Indian, and 
aeked if I had been token. I answered no. 
He proposed that I should go along with the 
Indian wno had taken him. I replied "No, if 
you are safe I am satisfied." He passed on and 
I never saw him afterward. Wnile standing 
in the snow two or three Indians approached 
me at different times, and £ made signs that 
the ball I received was still in my shoulder. 
They shook their heads, leaving the impression 
that theydesigned a more horrid death for me. I 
felt that it would be a mercy to me if they 
would shoot me down at once, and put me out 
of my misery. About this time I placed ray 
hand under my vest, and over the severe wound 
I had received, induced thereto by the cold, 
which increased my suffering. Another young 
warrior passed on and made signs that the ban 
had hardly struck and passed on, to which I 
nodded assent. He immediately toos off a 
blanket capot (having two) and tied the sleeves 
around my shoulders, and gave me a large red 
appie. The work of death on the prisoners 
being well nigh done and the houses tired, he 
started with me toward Detroit, After going a 
short distance he discovered my feet were suf- 
fering, being without shoes, and he having on 
two pair of moccasins, pulled oft the outer 
pair,and put them on my feet. Having i cached 
Stony Creek,iive miles from the battleground, 
where the British and Indians camped the night 
before the battle of the 23d of January, Their 
camp fires were still burning, and many had 
stopped with their prisoners to warm. In a 
short time I discovered some commotion among 
them. An Indian tomahawked Ebenezer Blythe, 
of Lexington. Immediately the Indian who 
had taken me resumed his maich, and soon 
overtook his father, whom I understood to be 
an old chief. They stopped by the roadside, 
and directed me to a seat on a loe and proceeded 
lo paitvt ms. We reached Brownstown about 
sundown in the evening, when ha vine a small 
ear of com we placed it in the fire for a short 
time, and then made our supper on it. A 
blanket was spread on bark in front of the 
fire, and I pointed to lie down. My captor 
finding my neck and shoulder so stiff that I 
could not get my head back, immediately took 
some of his plunder and placed under my head 
and covered me with a blanket. Many Indians, 
with several prisoneis, came into the council 
house afterward, and they employed them- 
selves dressing, in hoops, the scalps of our 
troops. There was the severest thunder storm 
that night witnessed at that time of the year. 
The water ran under the blanket, and the 

fround being lower in the centre around the 
re, I awoke some time before day and found 
myself lying in the water, possibly two inches 
deep, got up and dried myself as well as I 
could. About daybreak, they resumed their 
march toward Detroit, stopping on the waf 
and painting me again. We reached Detroit 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, and as 
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we passed aloDg tbe street, a number of wom- 
en approached us, and entreated the Indians 
not to kill me. Passinp on, we met two British 
officers on horseback, and stopped and chatted 
with the Indians, exulting with them in the vic- 
tory, to whom the women app^edln my behalf, 
but they paid no more re^rd to me than if I 
had been a dojs;. I passed the night with tho 
Jndians at the house of a white woman m the 
city, who the next morning asked liberty to 

five me a cup of tea, with a loaf of bread and 
utter. In the afternoon the Indians paraded 
with their prisoners and the trophies, sctdps^ 
and marched to the fort After remainmg 
some time in the guard-house, where all thd 
prisoners were surrendered but mvself, my 
captors arose to leave with me. When we 
reached the door the guard stopped me, which 
seemed to excite the Indians considerably. 
Major Muir, commanding the fort, was imme- 
diately called for, and entered into a treaty for 
mv release. It w^as said he gave as a ransom 
for me an old broken down pack horse and a 
keg of whisky, My Indian captor took affec- 
tionate leave of me, with a promise to see me 
again. Let me here say my Indian captor 
exhibited more the principle of the man and 
the soldier than all the British I had been 
brought in contact with up to the time I met 
Major Muir. The next day the British officers, 
Hale and Watson, invited me to mess with 
them so long as I remained in the fort. Three 
or four days afterward, and the day before 
our officers, Winchester, Madison and Lewis, 
were to leave for the Niagara river, one of 
these officers accompanied me across the De 
troit river to Sandwich. When passing 
to the hotel where they were, when 
I became opposite the dining r(>#m door, 
I saw Major Madidon sittuag down to supper. 



Tbe tenptattonwasM) stronf I enleredthet 
door, to the •stODlshmcat of tlie Mijor and 
other office^ who aappoaed I had been mur* 
dered with nuuiy other {Miaonera. I am ood- 
strained to acknowledce the great mercy of 
Qod in my preaervanon thna far. On the 
following moming, when ammge- 
menta were being made for tranapona- 
tion of officera to Fori Qeoige, but 
none for me, my heart felt like ainking within 
me at the thought of being left to the care of 
those I had no conlldenee whateYer in. Provi- 
dentiaily a Canadian Lieutenant was listening 
and so aoon aa all, both British and American 
officers, left the room, nobly came 
to me and said:, *'I haye a good 
span of horses and a good car^ralL 
You are welcome to a seat wiw oie.*' I joy- 
fully accepted his offer, and I hereby ac- 
knowledge that I met in his person a whole 
souled man and a soldier, through whose 
idndnesa, mainly, I reached Niagara river. 
When I was once more permitted to look on 
the much loved flag of my country, and pa- 
roled and put across the Niagara river on 
American soil, then, with aU my suflering, I 
felt that I could once more breathe freely. I 
have again to acknowledge the goodness of 
God, m providing for reaicbing my home and 
f rienda, after traveling more wan one thou- 
sand miles, badly wounded, a half ounce ball 
buried in my shoulder. But I lived to be 
fuliv avenged upon the enemies of my country 
in the battle of the bth of January, 1815, 
below New Orleans. I have omitted maov 
minor incidents that were in this commnni- 
cation, the writme of which has given great 
pain in my woun&d shoulder. 

Thomas P. Dui>z.et. 
Leadngton, Ky., May 26, 1870. 
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HISTOKICAL AND ARCH^LOGICAL TRACTS. 

NUMBER TWO. 



JUDGES OF THE SUPREME COUKT OF OHIO, 

UKDKR THE FIRST CONSTITUTION, 1808-185^, 



■BCBBTABT OF THB SOCIETY. 



1787—1808. 

Upon the establishment of the Northwest 
Territory In 1787, by ordinance of the Conti- 
nental CoDgress, provision was made for 
the government of the same by an executive 
officer, and three judires. The Governor with 
the judges had supreme power; made the laws, 
created counties, m fact, had almost the pre- 
rogatives possessed by the autocrats of Europe. 
Under the ordinance it became the duty of Con- 
gress to choose the officers above mentioned. 
On the leth of October, 1787, they selected 
and appointed Arthur St. Clair, Governor, 
James M. Yamum, Samuel H. Parsons and 
John Armstrong, Judges. St. Clair was 
from Pennsylvania, Vamum from Rhode 
Island, Parsons from Connecticut, and 
Armstrong from Pennsylvania. Each of the 
appointees had been Generals In the army of 
the revoiution,and were known to their fellow 
citizens as men of good judgment, and sound 
common sense, which in those days were the 
best recommendations one man could furnish 
for another. The commission of Parsons 
found him in the enjovment of the peaceful 
pursuits of a private clUjEcn, while St. Clair, 
Vamum and Armstrong were members of the 
body that appointed them. 

After much hesitation General Armstrong 
declined accepting the position tendered him. 
The other two Judges with the Governor ac- 
cepted. In place of Armstrong, Congress on 
February 19, 1788, chose John Cleve Symmes 
of New Jersey, a very prominent lawyer of 



that State, who had been a member of Con- 
gress in 1785-6. Thus began the government 
of the Northwest Territory; the officers being 
acceptable to the people everywhere. TTiey 
bad the full confidence of Congress, and 
though the task they were required to perform 
was arduous and 'difficult, they began ^e 
work with a zeal and enei^ that augured well 
for success. 

In the fall of 1788, the governor and the 
judges commenced the performance of their 
duties, with headquarters at '^Campus Mar- 
tins," Marietta. Their first act created the 
county of Washington, in honor of General 
Washington, and sundiy laws were framed 
for the government of the people. But the 
bench of the territorv did not long remain as 
Congress had formed it. 

Judge Vamum died of consumption at Ma-; 
rietta, January 10, 1789, aged 40 years. 

To till the vacancy thus created, President 
Washington, August 20, 1789, appomted Wil- 
liam Barton of Pniladelpbia, Pa., a prominent 
lawyer and erallimt soldier in the recent war. 
Mr.' Barton declined the position, and on the 
12th of September, 1789, George Turner of 
Virginia was appointed. He was a man of con- 
siderable talent, but extremely "old fo^lah" 
in his notions of what was best for the settle- 
ments, asd the result was a number of quarrels 
between the bench and populace. 

Judge Parsons was drowned while descend- 
ing the Big Beaver river, November 17, 1789, 
aged 52 years. He was succeeded March 31, 
1790, by Rufus Putnam, one of the pioneers 
and founders of Marietta, who had served as a 
Brigadier General of Massachusetts troops in 
the continental service. Hejmade a good judge 
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And was popular with all classes. Governor 
St Clair aud himself were fast friends. 

From 1791) till 1796, the jroyemment of the 
territory was m the hands of Arthm* St. Glair, 
Governor, John Cleve Symmes, Georjse Turner 
and Rufos Putnam, judges. During that 
period the territory prospered, and began to 
assume the position and appearance of a civil- 
ized State, instead of a wilderness, the habita- 
tion otprowliug Indians and wUd blasts. 

In 1796, Judge Putnam resigned his com- 
mission, to accept that of Surveyor General, 
and Joseph Gillman, a resident of Hamilton 
countv, was appointed judge (Dec. 2a, 1796). 
The following year (1797) Judge Turner, hav- 
ing purchased largely of lands nearKaskaskia, 
removed to the tben far west, and resigned his 
judgeship. He was succeeded, February 12, 
179$, by Return Jonathan Meigs, of Marietta, 
a pioneer settler of that place, and one of the 
ablest men in the temtory. He afterwards 
was Governor of Ohio, U. S. Senator, and 
Postmaster General, U. S. As then consti- 
tuted, the Supreme Court continued until the 
admission of Ohio into the Unioa as a State. 
Judge Syrnmes had served from 1788 tiU 1803, 
Judfire Giliman seven years, and Judge Meigs 
five years. A short time previous to the for- 
mation of our Slate Government, President 
Jefferson, for partisan reasons, removed (fall, 
1802) Arthur St. Qair from the position of 
Governor of the territory. From that time 
until the spring of 1803. the time the new 
constitution went into efltect, Charles Willing 
Byrd, Secretary, was Acting: Governor of the 
territory. 

It is proper here to state that the Ordinance 
of 178i provided that when the territory 
should contain a population of five thousand 
free white males, a change in its government 
should take place. In 17v8, it contained the 
required number, when a territorial Lecnsla- 
ture was chosen by the people, and a Council 
of ten citizens appointed by the President. 
These two bodies Iramed the laws, while the 
Governor possessed the veto power. Thus 
from 1798 until 1803, the judges were 
restricted In their duties, so far as the making 
of laws was concerned. 

1808—1852. 

It IS a proud satisfaction for the people of 
the Buckeye State to know that Ohio has fur- 
nished the country with many of the most dis- 
tinguished names which adorn its history. 
Whether m the field or the cabinet, on the 
bench or in the forum, Ohio has no mean or 
scanty record. Her statesmen have ranked 
high m the councils of the nation, while her 
sons who have been called to command on 
the field of battle have had no superiors as 
military leaders. Her judiciary is known 
wherever the law governs, and forms a record 
of wh^ch the State may well be proud. 

Our Supreme Judges under the old Constitu- 
tion were not always the ablest awyers in the 
State, but generally speaking were men of 
sound Judgment, goodundersumding, fair and 
impartial m their judicial relations. The lives 



of Meigs, McLean, Wright, Lane, Hitchcodt 
and auch men will form an important chapter 
in the civil and judicial history of Ohio. Tliey 
weregreatlawyers, menof character and wis- 
dom, who made the judiciary of Ohio, the 
pride of its bar, and the envy of tribunals 
abroad. 

The early admitted attorneys— as connected 
with the judiciary— who practiced at the bar 
of Ohio, deserve mention. They were intel- 
ligent, industrious, and temperate ; zealous in 
the interests of their clients. Some of them 
attained national fame, others local distinc- 
tion ; an were well known to the public. 

The first admitted attorney within the limits 
of the present State of Ohio was Paul Fearing. 
His certificate was granted in September, 1788, 
at * 'Campus Maruus,'' Marietta, by Judges 
Yamum and Parsons. Of those who soon 
followed him were Dudley Odlin, Matthew 
Backus, William Littei; Solomon Sibley, David 
Putnam, Willis Silliman aud Philemon 
Beecher. The first attorney admitted under the 
Constitution of 1802 was Lewis Cass, whose cer- 
tificate bore date 1803. The honored name of 
Lewis Cass is known to all Americans. Of 
later names we might mention Charles Ham- 
mond, William Woodbridge, since Senator 
from Michigan. Thomas E^g, Judge Francis 
Dunlavy, Arthur St. Clair, jr., son of the Gov- 
ernor, Judge Luke Foster, KDbertB. Parkmau, 
D. E. Este, Elisha Whittlesey, Robert F. 
Slaughter, Judee John W. Willey, Judge John 
W. Campbell, William Creighton, Joseph H. 
Crane, Benjamin Ruggles, John Woods, Rob- 
ert T. Lytic, Eleutheros Cooke, Alfred Kclley, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Henry Stanberry, 
Thomas L. Hamer, Samson Mason, Judge B. 
S. Cowen, A. W. Loomis, Salmon P. Cnase, 
Samuel F. Vinton, Simeon Nash, Eben New- 
ton, Henry B. Payne, Hiram V. Willson, and 
Humphrey H. Leavitt. Among the above 
names I have not mentioned anv of the judges 
of the Supreme Court from 1803 to 1852. 

Under the constitution framed at Chilli- 
cothe, November 29, 1802, the judicial power 
of the State, both as to matters of law and 
equity, was vested in a Supreme Court, in 
courts of common pleas, in justices of the 
pea(*e, and m such other courts as the Legis- 
lature from time to time establishes). The 
Supreme Court was to consist of three judges, 
any two of which to constitute a quorum. 
They were given original and appellate juris- 
dicuon, both in common law and chancery, in 
such cases as directed by law, and the Legisla- 
ture was authorized, after a lapse of five years, 
to elect an additional judge. This power was 
afterwards exercised, and the number of judges 
increased to four. They were to be elected by 
the L^B^islature for a term of seven years, if so 
long they behaved themselves well, and were 
obl%ed to hold a session in each county at 
least once a year. From time to time the Leg- 
islature enacted laws regulatmg the Supreme 
Court, and on the 20ih of January, 1823, 
^tssea an act requiring the judges to hold a 
Court in Bank annually, at the seat of govern- , 
ment, and provided for reporting and publish- 
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log the decisions of the Court in Bank, and 
such other decisions as the Jndees might de- 
sire published. Agreeably to tms resolution, 
the judges held a session at Columbus in De- 
cember, 1828. This was their first sitting un- 
der the new law. Rules of practice, &c. , were 
made and adopted, and Hon. Charles Ham- 
mond appointed reporter. The Supreme 
Court in Bank conthiued until the adoption of 
the new constitution in 1862. 

The following is a correct list of those who 
served on the Supreme bench under the old 
constitution, ending in 1852. They are given 
in the order of their election or appointment : 

Samuel Huntington, Return J. Meigs, Wil- 
liam Sprigg, Georgre Tod, Daniel Symmes, 
Thomas Scott, Thomas Morris, William W. 
Irvin, Ethan Allen Brown, Calvin Pease, John 
McLean, Jessup N. Couch, Jacob Burnet, 
Charles R. Sherman. Peter Hitchcock, Ehjah 
Hayward, John M. Goodonow, Reuben Wood, 
John C Wriflrht,JoshuaCollett.£benezerLane, 
Jrederick Grimke, Matthew Blrchard, Nathan- 
iel C. Read, Edward Avery, Rufus P. Spald- 
ing, William B. CaldweU, and Rufus P. Ran- 
ney. 

Twenty-eight judges in a period of half a 
century!' How illustrious the listl The 
twenty volumes of Ohio reports bear ample 
testimony to their ability, industry and cor- 
rectness of judgment, but few remain among 
the living. We believe that Judges Birchard, 
Spalding, Caldwell and Ranney alone survive. 
Of the number, four, Meigs, Huntington, 
Brown and Wood were Governors of the 
State; four, Meigs, Morris, Brown and Bur- 
net were United States Senators; seven, Irvin, 
Mcl^ean, Hitchcock, Hayward, Goodenow, 
Wright and Spalding were members of Con- 
gress, and two, Meigs and McLean, were cabi- 
net officers. 

The first commissioned official under the 
constitution of 1802 was Samuel Huntington. 
He was elected Judge of the Supreme Court- 
on the 2d of April, 1808. Governor Tiffin, 
in his letter to (Tndge H., enclosing his com- 
mission as such, reiers t^j it as the very first 
one issued *in the name of and by the author- 
ity of the State of Ohio.*' Judge Huntinii^on 
was bom at Norvrtch, Connecticut, in 1766. 
He removed to Cleveland in 1801. In 1802 he 
was a member of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of Ohio; in 1808 elected Governor, 
serving one term: was Dlstalct Pay- 
master in War of 1812, and died at his 
residence near Painesville in Februair, 1817. 
Judge Meigs was bom at Middletown,Conn,,in 
1766. He became famous as a lawyer, and 
served as Judge of Michigan, Louisiana and 
Northwest territories. "^ was United States 
Senator from Ohio 180^10, Governor 1810-14, 
and Postmaster General of the United States 
from 1814 tUl he resigned in June, 1828. He 
died at Marietta, Ohio, March 29, 1825, 

Judge Sprigg was a native of Maryland, and 
early settied at Steubenville. He was a broth- 
er of Samuel Sprigg, Governor of Maryland, 
1819-22. He was a well educated man, a fine 
writer and a sound lawyer. He resigned his 



judgeship hi May, 1806, and resumed practice 
at Steubenville. He was again chosen to the 
bench, and was removed from office in 1809, 
with Judge Tod. He afterwards returned to 
Maryland, where he died at an advanced age. 
George Tod was bom at Suffield, Conn., 
December 11, 1778, graduated at Yale in 1795, 
ano in 1800 stttied at Toungstown. He was 
State Senator in 1804-5, and was elected 
Judge ot the Supreme Court in 1806. In 
1808, the Legislature impeached Judges Tod, 
Spnfirg and Huntington for declaring a law of 
the ' Legislature unconstitutional. They 
escaped by one vote^ but in 1809, the Legisla- 
ture passed an act declaring thdr offices va- 
cant. In t^e meantime Huntington nad been 
elected Govemor of Ohio. To show the 
feeling on this subject we give below a copy 
of a letter to Judge Tod, from David Abbot, a 
member of the Leirislature, and one of the 
framers of the constitution of 1802. 

Hon. Gborob Tod— ySir; If the judges have 
a right to set aside laws, because thev deem 
them unconstitutional, the people have no se- 
curity, except the infallibility ot the judges. 

If the judges have a right to set aside laws 
because they are unconstitutional, ^hey cannot 
be removed from office, because it would be 
hard indeed to remove a judge for error in 
judgment. 

If the judges have a right to set laws aside, 
then the people have no ix)wer left them, ex- 
cept choosing their representatives, for tiie 
representatives may enact laws, the judges set 
them aside, and thus government would be at 
an end. 

But saith the judges, if we have not a right 
to judge of the constitutionality of the laws, 
the Legislature have no check; tbey miirht en- 
act that there should be an equal distriDution 
ftf property, which is unconstitutional. It Is 
trae a legislature might be so corrupt as to 
pass such a law, but if the people allow the 
judges the right to set aside laws, does it not 
make the judiciary a complete aristocratic 
branch, by settimr the judges over the heads of 
the legislature? 

Nothing, I think, could have originated the 
idea, except it is the Scripture account of God 
and the d'^vil— one to create, the other to de- 
stroy. 

Please explain how the' above mentioned 
evils can be avoided. 

Very respectfully your humble servant, 
David Abbot. 

Judge Tod served as Major and Lieutenant 
Colonel m the regular army in the war 
of 1812, acquitting himself with great 
credit and" applause. In 1815, he 
was chosen President Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas, Third Judicial District, 
servmg until 1834. He then retired to private 
life, and died at Brier Hill, Ohio, April 11th, 
1841. His second son was the late Governor 
David Tod. 

Judge Daniel Symmes was appointed 
from Hamilton county, in place of B. 
J. Meigs, resigned. He was bom in New 
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<l^)rfiey, gmlaated at Prineeton College, and 
was an early settler in Soathwestem Ohio. 
John Cleve Symmes was bis UDcle. 
Probably his influence secured the ap- 
pointment of his nephew to the Supreme 
Bench, as Daniel Symmes never ranked 
hiffh, either as a lawyer or Judge. He 
died in 1810. 

Thomas Scott was a native of Maryland, 
bom fai 1772. From 1789 until 1796, he was 
an itinerant minister of the Methodist Episco- 
pal church. In 1798 he commenced the study 
of law, and soon after located in Chillicothe, 
Ohio. He was Secretary of the Convention 
that framed the Constitution of Ohio, in 1802, 
and It is thoujrht was the last survivor of that 
body. He was for a time clerk of the 
courts, and Secretary of the State Senate from 

1808 to 1809, when he was chosen Judge of th«. 
Supreme Court, in place of Judge Tod, re- 
moved. He was Chief Justice from 1810 until 
1815, when he resigned, the salary being in- 
sufficient. From that time almost until his 
decease, Judge Scott was engaged in the 
practice of his profession He did not rank 
high as a judge, though in Southern Ohio he 
acquired a good reputation as a lawyer. He 
died in ChiUicothe, Ohio, February 15, 1856, 
aged eighty-four years. 

Thomas Morris was elected a Supreme Judge 
in 1809, in place of WUUam Spri^, legislated 
out of office. He was bom in vl^ginS^ Jan- 
uary 3d, 1776. In 1795 he settled in Hamilton 
county, Ohio. He afterwards removed to 
Clermont county, and in 1806 was elected to 
the Legislature, and served twenty-four years 
in the Senate and House of Ohio. He was a 
Senator in Congress. from 1838 to 1839, and 
died December 7, 1844. He was more of a 
politician than la ^yer. 

Judge Irvin was frequently in the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio, from Fairfield county. He was 
bom in Albemarle county, Virginia, in 1778. 
He was a Judge of the Supreme Court from 

1809 until 1815, when he resigned. He was a 
member of Congress from 1829 to 1833, and 
died at Lancaster, Ohio, in April, 1842. 
Judge irvin was a very able jurist, and as an 
advocate had a widespread reputation. 

Judge Brown was bom at Darien, Conn., 
July 4, 1776. He studied law with Alexander 
Hamilton in New York city. In 1804, he lo- 
cated at Cincinnati for the practice of the law. 
In 1810, he was chosen a supreme judge and 
held the position until 1818, when he was 
elected governor. He served as governor f our 
years, and in 1822 was sent to the United 
States Senate, where he remained untU 18^. 
In 1830, President Jackson appomted him 
Minister to Brazil. In 1835, he became com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. In 1836, 
he changed his residence to Rising Sun, Indi- 
ana, where he afterwards lived. He died while 
on a visit to Indianapolis, February 24, 1852. 
Jmdge Brown was one the most honest, upright 
and incorruptible judges that ever sat upon 
the supreme bench. He was not as learned as 
some, but he was very popular with the bar 
and people. 



Calvin Pease was bora at Baffleld, Co 
cut, S^tember 9th, 1776. He graduated ai 
Yale, and read law with Hon. Gideon Granger, 
afterwards Postmaster General. After ad&s* 
sion to the bar, Mr. Pease emigrated (1800) to 
Warren, Ohio, where he engaged in practice. 
The same year be was appointed ProthoDOtair 
of the Com t of Common Pleas for Trumbull 
county, and in 1808 was elected judge of the 
same covrt. This position he held until 1810. 
when he resigned. In 1812, he was dectea 
State Senator. In 1816, the Legislature chose 
him Judge of the Supreme Court Re-elecM 
in 1828, he served until 1880, when he retired 
from judicial life. In 1881, Judge Pease was 
elected to the Legislature from Trumbull 
conn^, serving one term, after which he de- 
clined accepting office. He died at Warren, 
September 17, 1889. Judge Pease was a man 
of talents, and was greatly respected for bis 
private virtues and public usefulness. 

John McLean was t>om in Morris county^ 
New Jersey, in 1785. When four yeare of age, 
his father emigrated to Ylrghtia, thence to 
Kentucky, flnallv locaUng in Warren county, 
Ohio. In 1807, John McLean was admitted to 
the bar, and at once began practice at Leba- 
non, Ohio. From 1812 to 1816, he was a mem- 
ber of Congress. In the latter year he was 
chosen a Judge of tue Supreme Court, and 
remahied upon the bench until 1822, when 
President Monroe appointed him Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. The fol- 
lowing year, (1823,) he was made Postmaster 
General. In 1829, President Jackson appointed 
him a Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which position he held until his 
death atCfaicinnati, Cttiio, April 4, 1861. Judgje 
McLean was a man of commanding talents, of 
great learning and extended researdi. He was 
often spoken of as a candidate for the presi- 
dency. 

JessupN. Couch resided in Cincinnati, fie 
was a pioneer settler of Hamilton county, a 
man of very weak intellect, who never stood 
high either as a lawyer or judge. As a boss 
poUtician, however, he had no equal, fle 
could tell a good story, and make stump 
speeches, which never failed to please the baek^ 
woodsmen of early days. He was justice 
of the peace for several yeare, and served m 
the State Legislature, where he was very popu- 
lar. He was cnosen a Judge of the Supreme 
Court in 1818, and died while on the bendi, in 
1821. Judge Couch was probably the weakest 
of all the lawyere who have occupied a plaee 
upon the supreme bench of Ohio. 

Judge Burnet was bom in Newark, New 
Jereey, February 22d, 1770. He came from a 
distinguished fan^ In 1796 he located at 
Cincinnati. In 1799 he was a member of the 
Territorial Council. In 1812, a membo' of the 
Legislature, and in 1821 was chosen a judge 
of the Supreme Court, servmg until 1828. fle 
was a Senator in Congress from 1828 till 1881. 
He died at Cincmnati in 1858. Judge Burnet 
was an eminent lawyer and reflected nonor on 
the supreme bench. 

Judge Sherman was a lawyer of flneUdent. 
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9e wi0 ftnatlvft of Conn^ctteutk bom Id 1787. 
remoyed to Ohio in 1810, and at once acquired 
a iai^ge practice He was revenue collector 
and lield other local offices of trost and profit 
In 1825 he was chosen Jndge of the Supreme 
COnrti and held that jposition at the time of his 
death, which occurred at Lebanon, Warren 
county, while on the circuit, in 1820. • His 
remfdns repose in the cemetery at lAucaster, 
Phio. Judge Sherman was a man of genial 
temperament, kind, social and agreeable, very 
nonular with members of the bar. He is the 
fattier of Senator hherman. General W. T. 
Sherman, and Charles T. Sherman, United 
States Distiict Judge, Northern District of 
Ohio. 

Peter Hitchcock senred as a judge of the 
Supreme Court for twenty-^gfat years. Bom 
in Cheshire, Connecticut, October 10. 1780. 
he graduated at Tale College in 1801. in 
1806 he removed to Burton, Geauga county, 
Ohio. In 1810 he was a member oi the House 
of Representatives of Ohio, and from 1812 to 
1816 was in the State Senate. He was member 
of Conirress from 1817 to 1810, and from 1810 
. till 1852^ with the exception of five years, was 
on the Supreme bench. From 1888 to 1885 he 
was in the State Senate, and in 1860 a delegate 
to the State Constitutional Convention. He 
died at PamesviUe, Ohio, May 11th, 1868. 
Judge Hitchcock rymks as one of the purest 
and ablest jurists tiilsdtate has produced. 

Elijah Uayward liras appointed a Judge of 
the Supreme Court on the 15th of February, 
1880. fle was bom at Bridgevrater, Massa- 
chusetts, November 17, 1786. His education 
was limited, and he began life as a merchant. 
In 1811 he went to B^and and was in the 
House of Commons. May 11, 1812, when Bell- 
ingham shot the Right Honorable Spencer 
Perdvi], Prime ftQnister of Great Britain. In 
1818 he again viMted England. In 1820, after 
studying eighteen months, Mr. Hay ward was 
admitted to practice hiw, and immediately re- 
moved to Hamilton county, Ohio, where he 
opened an office. In October, 1880, while 
Judge of the Supreme Court, he was ap- 
pointed by President Jackson, Commissioner 
of the General Land office. This position he 
held until 1885, when he resigned and returned 
to Ohio. Judge Hay ward afterwards served 
as State Libranan,and held several local offices 
of trost and profit He died at Connellsville, 
Ohio, September 22, 1864. He was a plahi, 
nractical man, but never took rank as a leading 
lawyer. 

John M. €k>odenow was a native of Massa- 
chusetts, and eaiiy settled in Jefferson county, 
Ohio. He served in the Legislature, and held 
other offices of trust and honor before his 
election to Congress in 1820. While in Con- 
gress, 1881, he was chosen a Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, holding tbe position untU 1882, 
when he resigned. He was a man of fine abil- 
ties, and enjoyed a laige practice at the bar 
He resided at Strabenville, wheie in 1810 he 
published a work entitled **American Jnris- 
mudence in Contrast with the Doctrine of 
Bngliab Common Law/' Thia work ia now 



very ran, less than fifty copies hftrlngbeni 
printed. Judge Goodenow died several yei^ 
since. 

Reuben Wooa was an excellent Judge, an^ 
highly respected by the bar and the people. 
He was bom in Rutland county, Vermont, i|i 
1702, served in the War of 1812 as Captain of 
Vermont volunteers, studied law with Hon. 
Bamabus Bidwdl, was admitted to the bar, 
and in 1818 removed to Cleveland, Oh^o. In 
1825 he was elected to the Senate and was 
twice re-elected. In 1880 he was rhosen Pres- 
ident Judge of the Third Judicial District, 
and in 188s was transferred to the Supreme 
bench. He retired from his ludicial service in 
1845, and in 1850 was elected Govemor of 
Ohio. In 1851 he was re-elected, serving until 
1858, when he resigned to accept the consul- 
ship to Valparaiso, tendered him by President 
Pierce. For nearly three years he was acting 
Minister to Chili. He died at Rockport, neoi' 
aeveland, October 2d, 1864. 

John C. Wright is known in the judicial an- 
nals of Ohio as an able, industrious and incor- 
mptible judge. He was bom in 1783, and at 
an earlv age settied at Steubenville. Ohio. He 
soon attained eminence in his profession. He 
was a inember of Congress from 1828 to 1829, 
and for many years served on the Supreme 
Bench. His law reports are in high estima- 
tion throughout the West. After retiring 
from the bench Jndge Wright removed to 
Cincinnati, where for a long period of time 
he was owner and editor of the Cincinnati 
Oaxette, In 1861 he was appointed a d^mite 
to the Peace Convention, which met at Wash- 
ington City, and he died during its sessions, 
February 18, 1861. 

Joshua CoUett was bom in Virginia in 1781. 
He received a common school education, and 
was early admitted to practice law. In 1801, 
he located at Lebanon, Ohio,and the following 
year opened a law office, being the first lawyei 
in Warren county. From 1802 to 1817 he 
practiced at the bar, and was eveirwhere 
known as ** the honest lawyer." Durmg the 

J ear 1817, he was elected Common Pleas 
udge and served several years. In 1828, he 
was chosen a Judge of the Supreme Court, 
which position he held until 1842. 
Though not a brilliant lawyer. Judge Collett 
was an able and Industrious one. He died in 
1855, aged seventy-three years and six months. 
The inscription on bis tombstone says, ** As a 
man and as a (christian he maintained a char- 
acter for piety, simplicity, rierbteousness, and 
love of troth, such as onlv the fear of God 
and faith in tne gospel ot tf esus Christ can im- 
part" 

Ebenezer Lane was bom at Northampton, 
Massachusetts, September 17th, 1798. He 
studied at Leicester, and at the age of four- 
teen entered Harvard College, graduating with 
high honors in 1811. He then entered the of- 
fice of Judge Matthew Griswold at Lyme, 
Connecticut, where he studied law, and was 
admitted to practice in 1814. In September 
of that year he located at Norwich and prac- 
ticed there and other small places until hla re- 
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moYal to Ohio in 1817. In 1818, Mr. Lane 
married Frances Ann, daughter of Governor 
Koger Griswold, of Connecticut. The same 
year he located at Elyria. In 1819 he removed 
to Korwalk, and was almost immediately cho- 
sen Prosecuting Attorney for Huron county. 
In 182^ Mr. Lane was chosen Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas of the Second Judi- 
cial Circuit, dix years later and he was cho- 
' sen Judge of Uie Supreme Court, occupying a 
seat upon the bench of that Court imtU his 
re8ignatlo^ in February, 1845. In 1842, he 
changed his residence to Sandusky. Judee 
Li^e was a remarkable man. He was a dm- 
firent student, not «nly of the law, but of his 
tory and science. His opinions have given 
him a national reputation. He died of can- 
cer in the throat, at Sandu'^ky, June 12, 1866. 
Frederick Grimke was bom in Charleston, 
South Carolina, September 1st, 1791. He 
graduated at Tale, studied law, and at an 
early age removed to Ross county, Ohio, 
where he was a protege ot Governor Worth- 
ington. He practiced law at Chillicothe with 
■marked success until his elevation to the Su- 

inreme Bench, in Febmary,1836. He served as 
udge of the Supreme Court until 1841, when 
le resigned, and retired from practice. He 
died in 18o3, aged 72 years. Judge Grimke 
was an author of considerable repute. He 
l^ublisned a work on the **Nature and Ten- 
dency of Free Institutions," and an essay, 
entitled ** Ancient and Modem Literature." 
His brother was the celebrated Thomas S. 
Grimke, of South Carolina. Judge Grinlse 
died a bachelor. He was a very retired, ur- 
bane man, and mmgled little in society. As 
a lawyer, he was not widely known. 

Matthew Birchard is well known to the bar 
of Ohio. He was born at Becket, Massa- 
<diusett8, January 19, 1804. In 1812, his 
parents, with their family of seven children, 
removed to Windham, Portage county. Judge 
. Birchard^s education was prmclpally received 
at schools and academies on the Reserve. At 
an early age he detei mined to follow the 
medical profession, but after a year's study 
abandoned it for the law. In 1824 he became 
a student in the office of the late General 
Roswell Stone, at Warren, and was occupied 
there four months in the year— the other 
eight being employed in altemately teaching 
at Braceville and Nelson. In August. 1827, he 
was admitted to the bar, and began practice 
at Warren with the late Governor Tod. The 
Legislature, in 1833, chose him a judge of the 
Court of Common rleas, to succeed Judge 
Wood, transferred to the Supreme Bench, m 
December, 1836, President JacKson appointed 
him Solicitor of the General Land Office at 
Washington. Three years later. President 
Van Bnren appointed him Solicitor of the 
United States Treaeury, In place of Hon. 
Henry D. Gilpin, promoted to Attorney- 
General. This office Judge Birchard held 
until March, 1841, when he returned to Ohio, 
and resumeid practice at Warren with his old 
partner. Governor Tod. In December of the 
same year, the Legislature elected him a Judge 



of the Suprrane Court, which position he h^ 
until 1849. Since that time Judge Birchard 
has not held office, with the exception oiC 
serving a term of two years in the State House 
of Representatives, 1854-5. He was a candi- 
date for Congress in 1856, against the late Mr. 
Giddings, but failed of an election. As a law- 
yer. Judge Birchard has always held a place in 
the front ranks of the profession. As a judge 
he was deservedly popular. His opinions- are 
noted for their clear, concise language, strong 
reasonhig, and good sense. 

Judge IS. C. Read was a native of Champaign 
county, Ohio, bom on the Mac-Jack, about 
the year 1810. He was educated at Athens 
Collie, Athens, Ohio, and studied' law with 
the Hon. Israel Hamilton at Urbana. After 
admission to the bar he removed to Cincinnati, 
where he early displayed great talent as, an 
advocate, especially in criminal cases. So 
great was his popularity that at the age of 
twenty-six he was made Prosecuting Attorney 
for Hamilton countv, and before his thirtieth 
year was elected President Judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas. In 1841, the L^islature 
chose him a Judge of the Supreme Court, in 

Slace of Judge Grimke, resigned. This bosi- ' 
on he held until February, 1849. Upon 
leaving the bench Judsre Read returned to 
Cincinnati, but left shortly afterward for Cali- 
fornia. He practiced two or three years in 
San Francisco, but soon fell a victim to ttat 
vice which has proved the destroyer of so 
many of our distinguished men. He died in 
1853, at the early age of forty-three years. 

Judge Read was a man of elegant scholar 
ship, an erratic srenius, whose whole soulei 
liberality and generous hospitality proved his 
ruin. Whatever his faults, he was a genial 
companion, and we can but pity tne weakness 
that proved his downfall. 

Judge Edward Avery was a native of Con- 
necticut, bom in the year 1790. His primary 
education was received in Fairfield countv, 
after which he entered Yale, graduating In 
1810. He studied law and was admitted to 
the bar in 1813. In 1816, he made a tour of 
Europe. In 1817 he located at Wooster, Ohio, 
where he ever afterward resided. Judge 
Avery earlv secured an extensive practice at 
the bar. 'He grew up with the community in 
which he ll\ed, and though often urged, sel- 
dom accepted office He served two years in 
the State Senate, and in 1847 was chosen a 
Judge of the Supreme Court This position 
he held until March, 1851 when he resigned. 
From that time until his decease, be remained 
n private life. He died at Wooster, June 27, 
186(5. Judge Avery was an exemplary Christ- 
ian and a good citizen. He was a fair lawyer, 
but never ranked high upon the trench. 

Ruf us Paine Spalding was bom in West Tis- 
bury. Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, May 
3, 1798, and removed with his parents to Con- 
necticut when very young. He received a good 
academical education, and graduated at Yale 
in 1817. He married a daughter of Judge 
Zephaniah Swift, with whom ne studied law. 
In 1821 Judge Spalding located in Trumbull 
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feonnty, Ohio. In 18S9 he was eleeted to the 
House of Representatiyes of Ohio, and beinfc 
re-elected in 1841, was chosen Speaker. In 
February, 1849, he was elected a Jud^^e of the 
Supreme Court, and continued in that office 
uniil February, 1852, when the new constitu- 
tion went into effect Soon afterward he lo- 
cated in Cleveland, and continued in practice 
until 1862, when he was elected to Congress. 
Jud^e Spalding continued a member of the 
National House until 1869, when he declined a 
re election. He is a lawyer of marked abUity, 
and as a jud^^e of the Supieme Court gave 
general satistaction. 

William B. Caldwell was bom June 23. 1808 
* in Butler county. Obi: He was educated at 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, graduating 
in 1^6, — and studied law with Hon. John 
Woods of Hamilton, Ohio. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1887 at Chillicothe 
and commenced practice at Xenia. The 
following year he removed to Cin- 
cinnati, where he has resided ever since. 
In 1841 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney 
for Hamilton county, and in 1842, President 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. 
This position he held untU 1849, when the 
Legislature chose him a Judge of the Su- 
preme Court In 1854 he resigned Judicial 
honors and returned to practice in Cincinnati. 
Judge Caldwell has always ranked high as a 
lawyer and Judge. 

RufuB Percival Rannev was bom at Bland- 
ford, Massachusetts, October 30, 1813. In 
1822 his parents removed to Ohio, locating 
tirst at Fairport and shortly afterward at Free- 
dom,' Portage county. Judge Rannev' 6 early 
education was limited. He worked on hu 
lather's farm in summer, and attended vUlage 
school in winter. At a later day, by his own 
industry, he managed to attend college at Hud- 
son for a short period. In 1886 he entered the 
law office of Wade & Giddings at Jefierson, 
Ohio, and after two years study was admitted 
to practice. In 1839 he became the partner of 
Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, one of his preceptors. 
In 1846 and 1848, Judge Ranney was a can 
didate for Congress agidnst Gencnral John Crow- 



ell, but failed of an election, though he ran 
laiycely ahead of the Democratic state and 
county tickets. In 1850 he was chosen to 
represent the counties of Trambull and 
Geauga in the Constitutional Convention. In 
the debates of that body be took a prominent 
part On the 17th of March, 1851, he was 
chosen by the Legislature a Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, in 0ace of Edwara Avery, re- 
signed. This was the last election of Supreme 
Judge under the old Constitution. In Octo- 
ber, 1851, Judge Ranney was re-elected bv the 
people. He reigned in 1856 and in 1857' was 
appointed by President Buchanan United 
States District Attorney for Northem Ohio. 
Tills position he held two months and re- 
signed. The same year he removed from 
Warren to Cleveland. In 1859 Govemor 
Chase appointed him one of the Commission- ^ 
ers to examine into the condition of the State 
Treasury, but the appointmeiit was declined. 
In the fall of 1859 he was the Democratic can- 
didate for Govemor against William Dennlson, 
but faUbd of an election. In 1862 he was 
again elected Judge of the Supreme Court, 
which he resigned in 1864. From 1864 to 1868 he 
served upon the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. Since 1864, he has held no official po- 
sition, but has l>een engaged in the practice of 
his proiession at Cleveland. As a lawyer and 
jurist. Judge Ranney has no superior in the 
^te. 

As before remarked. Judge Ranney was the 
last Judge of the Supreme Court, chosen un- 
der the old constitution. The new constitu- 
tion framed by a convention chosen by the 
people, was submitted for ratification or re- 
jection at the fall election of 1851. The result 
was its adoption by a large majority. In Feb 
raary, 1852, it went into operation. Under its 
provisions the powers and privileges of the 
court were largely extended,and the number of 
Jndires increased to five, one to be chosen by 
the people annually, after the first election of 
the tvhole number. At some future time we 
may notice the Supreme Court as it has existed 
since the adoption of the present constitu- 
tion. 
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CLEVELAND, 0., NOVEMBER, 1870. 
HISTORICAL AND ARCH^O LOGICAL TRACTS, 

NUMBER THREE. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE WAR OF 1812. 



Among the volaminous papers of the late 
£li8ha Whittlesey, of Canfield, Ohio, aremaay 
whidh relate to the war on the frontier in 1813. 
By the provisions of his wUl, a fire-proof room 
has been built for their preservation on the 
old homestead. Some of them are being 
transcri1)ed for the use of the Western Reserve 
Historical Society, from which the following 
extracts are taken: 

There had been but four divisions of Ohio 
militia. Major General Elijah Wadsworth, of 
Canfleld, was in command of the Fourth di- 
vision, composed of three brigades, which em- 
braced the northeastern portion of Ohio. He 
had been a Captain in Colonel Benjamin Tall- 
madge's regiment of the Connecticut line dur- 
ing the war for independence, having removed 
to Ohio in 1802. ITic first brigade was to 
the south of the Reserve, commanded by 
Brigadier General Reasin Beall; the second 
brigade, to the southwest, by Briga- 
dier General Miller; and the third 
on the Reserve by Brigadier General Si- 
mon Perkins. As war had been anticipated, 
the L^slature of Ohio made provision for a 
draft, and on the 27th of April, 1812, orders 
were received from Governor Meigs to raise 
one company in each brigade. In case a suffi- 
cient number to form a company should vol- 



unteer from one regiment, or battalion, they ' 
were to elecu their own officers. 

Mr. Whittlesey was aide to General Wads* ' 
worth, performing the duty of Adjutant, and • 
afterwards brigade inspector to Gen- 
eral Perkins, and thus camd* 
into possession of a large part of 
the papers and correspondence relating to th«. 
war in thU» quarter. On receiving news of 
Hull's surrender at Detroit, of the 15th of Aug- 
ust, General Wadsworth instantly gave orders, 
which bear date August 22d, for each brigade 
to rendezvous at Cleveland, without delay. 
A second draft was at once ordered by the . 
erovemment for ooe hundred thousand men, ; 
of which the quota for the Fourth division was 
five hundred to each brigade. 

President Madison was a man of gi*eat per- 
sonal rectitude, and a statesman of the first 
rank ; but lacked the personal independence, 
promptness and energy for a war executive. 

Dr. William Eustis of ^j^i^tslft was Secretary 
of War, whose administration of that depart^ 
ment in this critical moment rose but little 
above imbecility. The declaration of war wa» 
sent to General pull by mail through Cleve- 
land, and did not reach him at Maumee until 
several days after the British had U 
at Maiden. He lost a vessel with storee, 
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uid his papers, by ibis culpable neglect 
Althotiflrb the war had been clearly foreseen 
for at least two years* supplies for tte western 
troops wore almost wholly wanting. As late 
asthe 8d of October, while a part of the levies 
of the Fourth division were lying on the 
Cnyahofifa, at old Portage,near Akrou, General 
Wadsworth was obliged to send a horse ex- 
press to Pittsburg for gun flints, without 
which muskets were of little value. When the 
levies of this division were well in the field 
under the command of General Peritins, Gen 
eral Wadsworth was relieved at his own re- 
quest. 

Colonel John Campbell, of Ravenna 
had command as Captain of the company 
raised under the draft of April 27th, in which 
John Harmon of that place, who is yet living, 
was a volunteer. He has recently written a 
minute history of the services of this company 
for tbls society. 

Campbell was Colonel of tbe Second Regi- 
ment, Third Brigade. Callins: his regiment 
to^^ether at Ravenna, on ttie 33d of May, fifty 
men enrolled themselves as volunteer?, and 
thus were enabled to choose their officers. On 
the first of July they were called Into service, 
and reached Cleveland on the 10th. Here they 
took boats and proceeded to Sandusky, where 
his letter Is dated on tbe 17th. In giving the 
papers and correspondence below. It cannot 
always be produced In the order of dates, and 
at the same time have relation to one subject 
or expedition. 

▲KTIOIPATIONS OF THE WAS— MAJOB GENERAL 
WADSWOBTH TO THE BBIGADE COMMANDEB8. 

Canpibld, Sept. 14, 181 1. 

I am directed by the commandant of the 
Fourth Division of the Militia of thb State to 
call your attention to the subject of making 
returns of the brigade under your com- 
mand. It is Important that tbe govern- 
ment of this State and that of the United 
States shoulJ know at a time when 
war almost appears inevitable, their actnal 
strength. There is little or no doubt but that 
•*the weighty and i'^portant mutters" which 
the President has to lay before Comrress, bv 
reason of which it is called to meet earlier, 
than usual, relate to our difiereuces with 
foreign powers. 

Should Congress deem it expedient to de- 
clare war aerainst one or l)oth of the bclll;?cr- 
ents, its attention must necessarily be drawn 
to ascertain the force they coald compel to take 
the field. This information cannot be deiived 
trom any other quarter than tbe returhs made 
from the several States, and their neglecting 
«o make returns at the Adjutant Generates 
ffice dries up the source of information on 



this subject The Adjutant General has here- 
tofore complained of the remissness of this de- 
partment, and it has been impossible for the 
commandant of this division to be more punc- 
tual in the discharge of the duties 
assigned to him, as tbe returns from 
the brigades under his command have 
In some instances been partially, and in 
others wholly wlthholden from him, and they 
have been made months after, it was his duty 
to have for .warded them. Tbe general expects 
from your attention and exertions, that a re- 
turn of yourbrisrade will be duly made and 
transmitted to hlra, agreeable to the 27th sec- 
tion of the militia law of this State. 

With f'st^em ani regard I am your obedient 
and humble servant, 

Elisha Whittlesey, Aide-de-Camp. 

OENEBAL PEBKINS TO GENEBAL WADSWOBTH. 

Wabben, April 29, 1812. 
Deab Sib : Tour order of the 27th Inst., 
was received thai day. and 1 have issued orders 
for raising the quota'assigned to my brigade. 
Simon Pebkins, Briar. General, 
8d Brigade, 4th Division, Onio Mllltla. 

GEN3BAL PEBKINS TO GENEBAL WADSWOBTH. 

Wabben, May 11, 1812. 
Deab Sib: On the 9ih inst. I received returns 
from the several colonels, complying with my 
order of April 28th. From two regiments 
volunteers were returned, and In one a draft 
was made. Tbe volunteers returned here have 
been sufficient in this regiment to form a com- 
pany, but they were from two regiments. I 
nave issued an order for drafts to those regi- 
ments which returned volunteers, and my 
return will no doubt be complete in the course 
of the present week. Simon Pebkins. 

SIMON PEBKINS TO ELIJAH WADSWOBTH. 

Wabben, June 12, 1812, 
Sib:— In compliance with your order of the 
27tli day of April last I have caused to t>e 
drafted and who now hold themselves in readi- 
nes for your further order the following list of 
cers and men: 

John W. Seely, Captai*^: James Kerr, En- 
slern; Samuel BUI, 1st Sergeant; Zadock 
Bowell, 8d Sergeant; John Cherry, 1st Cor- 
pond. 

PBIVATES. 

Asa Lane, Peter Lanttrman, Miller Black- 
ley, Wm. Strader, Joseph Metterfield, 
Wm. Crawford, James Chalplu, Rob- 
ert Brewer, Nathaniel Stanley, Alex- 
ander Hayes, David Kiddle, Wm. Martm. 
Conrad Knafe, James Anderson, John 
Strain, Matthew Dobbins, Ezra Buell, Solo- 
mon Warirous. Peter Tatm m, Urlal Burnett, 
Hutrh Markee, Atnos Rathbum, David Fitch, 
Joseph Walker, Michael Cruinrlne, Barnabas 
Slavln, Martin Tld, Jr., Justin Fobes, William 
Meeker, James Mears. Aaron Scroggs, An- 
drew Markee, Jr., Eathen Newman, Daniel 
Fowler, Simon Pebkins, 

Brigadier General Thkd Brigade, Fourth Di- 

YLsion, Ohio MlUtla. 
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OOLOKBL JOHN CAMPBELL TO BLI8HA WHIT- 
TLE8BT. 

LowBB Sandusky, July I7th, 1813. 
Dear Sir : We arrived here on the morDing^ 
of the 14th. From Cleveland we came by 
water. We found the fortificatioDS here in 
consideraMe forwardness. The stockade 
is nearly completed ; we are progressing? in the 
work. It is difficult to say to whom the com- 
mand of this post belonsrs. A man who bears 
the tiile of Major Butler has mstructions from 
tue Governor relating to the fortifying of this 
place somewhat similar to mme^ but cannot 
ascertain that he has, or ever has had« a 
commission either under this State or the 
UnitedStates. Captain Norton from Delaware 
is here with about thirty men, he continues to 
com jaand his company and I mine, and in- 
tend so to do until the pleasure of the com- 
mander-in-chief is known. Harmony prevails 
amone: us, and our men are in good spints. A 

Smtleman arrived here this morning from 
otroit He confirms the report that Gen^ 
Hall has crossed into Canada, and that he is 
now fortU^ring Sandwich. No opposition was 
made to his landing. Col. Munson, aid to 
Governor Meigs, has received a mortpJ wound 
by an accidental shot from one of his par^y. 
llie ball passed throuzh his left arm and 
lodged in his body. The ball has not been ex- 
tracted. To the politeness of this gentle- 
man we are indebted for the perusal of Gen. 
Hull's proclamation of the inhabitants 
of Canada. He invites them to accept the 
friendship and protection of the United States, 
and promises security and protection to their 
property and possessions, but threatens exter- 
mination of those who unite wi h the merci- 
less savages to murder our unoffending citizens. 
The Indians here appear perfectly friendly. 
Some of them brousrht here an Indian who had 
stolen horses from General Hull's army. He 
is still a prisoner here. The Detroit mall has 
arrived. It informs ns that Gent;ral Munson is 
dead. With due respect, Sir, 

John Gamfbbll. 



8IM0N PBBEINS TO MAJOR GENEBAL 
WADSWOBTH. 

August 15th, 1812. 

Sib : Inclosed are mv returns for this di- 
vision, which would have been forwarded 
sooner if the returns bad been received from 
the commandants of regiments. Colonel 
Rayen delayed his, expeciing to have com- 
pleted his return of the artillerv company, but 
finding it impossible, his, and of course my 
return, is made without it. My return to the 
Adjutant General was made by the last mail. 
I have ordc) ed a muster of officers to be held 
at the house of Asahel Adams, in Liberty, on 
the 2d and 8d days of September next, and 
should be very happy to wait on you at that 
time and place. 

I am. Sir, most respectfully, your humble 
servants Simon Pereins. 



OBNBBAL WAD8WOBTH TO 8B0RBTABT OF WAB 

Headquarters, Camp at Cleveland, O., ) 
August 26, 1812. f 
Sib:— On the instant I received informa 
tion that General Hull had capitulated with 
the British commander for the suirender of 
Detroit; that our army were prisoners, and 
the British and Indians in -possession of the 
Michigan territorv, and on their march to this 
State. I immediately o»xlered out all the 
militia under my command, consisting of the 
First brigade, commanded by Brigadier Gen- 
eral Beall; the Second brigade, commanded by 
Brigadier General Miller; the Third brigade, 
commanded by Brigadier General Perkins, to 
repai»- immediately to Cleveland frith 

their arms and days- provisions. 

My orders have been promptly 
complied with, about troops have al- 
ready arrived, and others are continually com- 
ing in from all quarters. I expect in a few 
days to have a sufficient force to repel any 
force that the enemy can at present bring 
against us, but I am destitute of everything 
netful for the use and support of an artuy. 
The troops are badly armed and clothed, with 
no provisions or camp equipacre, or the means 
of procuring any. But the dangerous situa- 
tion of the country obliges me to face every 
difficulty, since my command arrived at this 
place, on the — instant, and establishea my 
headquarters. Since my arrival at this place 

about prisoners have been landed here 

by the British. Tours with respect, 

Elijah Wadswobth. 

Extract from the ^^ Trump ofFame^^ newspa- 
per, Warren. Trumbull eoimty, Ohio, Sept. 
2d, 1812--T. D. Webb, editor, 

"Major General Wads worth has established 
his headquarters at Cleveland, and pushed for- 
ward a bodv of troops under the command of 
Brigadier General Perkins to Huron. The de- 
tachment, from the brigade under the com- 
mand of General Beall has been ordered to 
Maubfleld. The nnf ortnnate prisoners belong- 
ing to this State, who surrendered at Detroit, 
are daily coming into Cleveland. All accounts 
concur in the establishment of the treachery 
of General Hull. But we trust if the govern- 
ment of the United States will put arms in our 
hands that the patriotic militia of Ohio wUl 
soon take abundant satisfaction. As soon as 
the news of the fall of Detroit was continued, 
every man ran to arms, old and young without 
distinction ot politics, repaired to the post of 
dansrer, no man waited for the cold forma'ity 
of the reception of orders, but every one, 
exempt or not from military duty put on his 
armour. 

W. EUSTIS, SE0BBT4BT OP WAB, TO GENEBAL 
WADSWOBTH. 

Wab Depabtment, Sept. 5, 1812. 
Sir: It nas been determined by the Presi- 
dent to repair the disaster at Detroit, and to 
prosecute with increased vigor the important 
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objects of the campaign, for which an ade- 
quate fvrco will be provided. The (Jovemor 
of Ohio will famish reinforcements on the 
requisition of^Qeneral Winchester or officer 
commanding the northwestern army, and as 
the troops in your vicinity, and those of your 
division, a/e near the frontier, it is requested 
thai you will order fifteen hundred to 
march to tbe frontiei* with as little 
delay as may be, and with directions to re- 
port U) General Winchester or officer com- 
manding: OB the fran'ier. Fifteen hundred 
stands of arms, equipment<», ammunition, and 
such camp equipage as the public stores can 
supply will be forwarded from Pittsburgh, as 
you will be more particularly informed by the 
rdtum of Mr. Huntington. You are requested 
to inform Governor Meigs and the command- 
ing officer of this arrangement. 

very respectfully, I have the honor to be, 
Sir, your obedient servant. W. Edstis. 

elijah wadswobth to genebal perkins 

Headquarters, { 
Cleveland, Sept 6th, 1812. f 
Sir: Orders have been issued to General 
Beall to march the troops from the First and 
Second brigades to Mansdeld in Richland 
county. That force is more than six hundred 
men. To them will be joined the force from 
Virginia under Colonel Connell. amountint; to 
two hundred men. General Beail is ordered 
to keep open a communication with you, ant^ 



to consult and arrans:e with you on a line of 
defense from Mansdeld to Huron^ Until the 
army under my command is pro- 
vided with munitions of war we 
shall not extend ourselves far into 
the enemy's country, but arrange the defense 
of the frontier in the best manner. Several 
good blockhouses should be erected at conve- 
nient distances on tbe road from Huron to 
Manstield. The positions you and General 
Bcali will fix on, and if from oither of your 
detaobmcnts a party may be prudently ad- 
vanced to a point nearer the Sandusky bay,say 
to somewhere near where the Maumee road 
strikes the west line of the Fire Land, it 
would be advisable. Much must be left to 
your direction, as particular instructions can- 
not be given without a better knowledge of 
the country. Your troops will be better 
contented if you keep them employed. 

General Beall marches for MansGelu on the 
8th or 9th inst, and in five days will reach 
that place. The utmost confidence is placed 
in your skill and vigilance, and it is expected 
that you send to headquarters and to General 
Bc»ill(when he informs you of bis arrival at 
Miinsfleld) every occurrence of interest to the 
service. 

Yours, Elijah Wadbworth, 

Maj. Gen. Fourth Division. 

N. B. — ^Forward a weekly report of your 
strength, and also a weekly return of the 
Quartermaster's stores. 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCH^LOGICAL TRACTS. 

NUMBER FOUR. 



First White Chfldreii_Borii «ii Oiifc ML 

SBOBBTABT OF TBB 800IBTY. 



The earliest known occupaUon of the ter- 
ritory now embraced within the limits of the 
8tate.of Ohio, by any collective body of white 
men, was by the French in 16 0. From that 
time untU the conquest of Canada by the Eng- 
lish, French traders were scattered through- 
out the territory, having a post, station or 
**store'' at almost every Indian town. 

English traders first made their appearance 
in the^ Ohio country in 1699—1700. From 
that time until 1745, we frequently hear of 
them at various towns and stations. In 1745 
they built a small fort or block house among 
tbe«Haron&on the north side of Sandusky 
bay. In 1748, they were driven off by a par- 
ty of French soldiers from Detroit. Prior to 
to 1763, the English in Ohio were very few in 
comparison to the numbers of the French* 
Up to the period of the American revolution, 
thousands, of French and English traders had 
pmed into the Ohio country. It is impossi- 
ble to determine how many lived there at any 
one time. At some villages there was but one 
or. two traders, at others ten, twenty and 
sometimes as many as fifty. For the most 
pari the traders were married to squaws, and 
had children by tliem. In rare cases, white 
women accompanied their husbands on trad- 
ing excursions, which generally lasted for 
months. This was probably because the sav- 
ages always preferred to trade and barter with 
those connected with their people by mar- 



riage. We have never heard of but twe ia-^ 
stances where traders had white wives living ' 
with them in Indian villages. (*) We have 
no information that would throw light upon 
the object of this paper, (which is to ascertainif 
possible the date of birth of the first whiUd' 
child born in Ohio) from any of the Ffench ' 
and English occupants of Ohio prior to the 
peace of 1768. White children were doubt- 
less born unto some of the many traders in 
Ohio l)efore 1763, and yet there is no evidence 
whatever, that such was the fact. It is possi^ 
ble that among the French, English or Cana- 
dian archives there may be records that would ' 
enlighten us upon the subject, but nothing ' 
has appeared thus far. 

The information we possess is so meagre 
and perhaps unsatisfactory, that the objected 

(*) These were a man named H^nry, 

(brother of Judge Henry, of Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania), who was domiciled on the Sciotd. 
at a Shawnese villaRft cHlled •*Cheiokraty/' ana 
Richard Conner^ a Maryland trader, who lived 
on the Scioto at Piclcaway . Both these men 
exercised great i nfluence among t he Sliawnese. 
Mr Henry was livin^ among them as early as- 
1768. and ra^irried a white woman, who wnen 
a child, had been talcen captive. We do not 
linow whether they had children bOm in 
Ohio, but it is likely they did, for Henry con- 
tinued on. the Scioto lor many years, a^nd- 
amasAed a fortane there. 

In 1770 Mr. Conner, who had lived am<mg.the 
Western Indians as a trader for years, married ' 
a ^oung white woman, cap«ive among* ihA^ 
Shawnese at PiclLaway. In 1771 a male, child 



Digitized by 



Google 



the qaery, <<who was* the first white child 
bom ia Ohio ?" may still remaiu as hereto- 
fore, *<a simple matter of conjecture/' but we 
hope that this paper will be the ^^openiug wedge'' 
for others on the subject more clear, compre- 
hensive and decisive. 

For many years, indeed, until recently it has 
been generally stated and believed, that Miss 
Johanna Maria Hecke welder was the first 
white child who saw the li^ht of Heaven in 
Ohio. That belief made Miss H. the object 
of unusual attentions ; visitors from all parts 
of the country resorted to her residence, to see 
and converse with the first white child born 
in the wilderness of Ohio. Historians sought 
her acquaintance, antiquarians her photo- 
graph and autograph; learned societies her 
correspondence through complimentary mem- 
berships, in fact everybody who knew her his- 
tory, honored and respected "Aunt Polly 
Heckewelder," as she was familiarly called at 
Bethlehem where she lived and died. Until 
the year 1848 Miss Heckewelder's claim re- 
mained undisturbed, that is to say, no one 
publicly denied her right lo appear in the 
role of the "first white child." Mr. Howe, in 
his "Historical Collections of Ohio," first put 
a doubt on her claim, in a brief statement of 
the birth of a Frenchman, named Mille- 
homme, which we shall notice hereafter. At 
a latter period the investigations of Judge 
Blickensderfer, of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, 
and Rev. Edmund De Schweinitz,' Bishop of 
the Moravian church, among the achives of 
the early mission station at Gnadenhutten, 
revealed the interesting fact that a white 
child named Roth, son of a missionary, had 
been born there nearly eight years before Miss 
Heckewelder's birth at S^em. 

The birth of Roth occurred one year before 
that of the Frenchman, Millehomme, men- 
tioned by Howe. Here, therefore, are two 
instances of the birth of white children prior 
to Miss Heckewekler. These are all the cases 

was born unto them. It is impossible to state 
at what place, though in all probability the 
btrth occurred at Pickaway on the Scioto. In 
1774, agreeably to the treaty of Fort Pitt, all 
whites residing among the Hhawnese were de- 
livered up at that post. AinoDK these were Mr. 
Conner and wife, but the Shawnese held 
back their son. The same year Mr. and Mrs 
Conner went to reside with the Moravians at 
Shoenbrun, Ohio, Mr. Conner havint; obtained 
permission from the American Comranndant 
at Pittsburg, went to the Scloto in search of his 
son. He left Mrs. Conner at Shoenbrun. In the 
spring he returned without his child, liavin^ 
made a fruitless search at all the Shawuese 
towns. Durinic the year 1776, Mr. Conner made 
a second search after his boy and hnally found 
him, and succeeded in purchaKlnt; his rsnsorn. 
Mrs. Conner afterwards had children at Shoen- 
brun, though we are without dates. 



we have, except one occuring in 1764, which 
is deserving of attention and investigation. 

We have already stated that no knoum 
white cliild was born in Ohio before the close 
of the French and English War, (1763), The 
information we have of the birth of one dur- 
ing the year 1764, is perhaps not definite 
enough for acceptance by the historical reader 
and critic, but we have gathered in the facts, 
such as they are, and place them upon record 
in connection with the other statements on 
the subject. But we think there is reasonable 
ground for asserting ^hat the first known birth 
of a white child, occurring within the limits 
of Ohio, was that belonging to a white woman 
from Virginia, who had been taken prisoner 
by the Delawares in April, 1764. This woman 
was, at the time of her capture, far advanced 
in pregnancy, and during the month of July, 
1764, gave birth to a child at or near the In- 
dian town of Wakatomaka, near the the pres- 
ent site of Dresden, Muskingum county, Ohio. 
Let us examine into the matter : 

When Colon l Bouquet advanced with his 
army into the Ohio country in October, 1764, 
he was met by the principal chieftains of the 
Senecas, Delawares and Shawnese, who sued 
for peace. In answer to their overtures. 
Bouquet, who was astern, fearless and resolute 
man, made a dignified reply. He said : "I 
give you twelve days from this date to deliver 
into my hands at Wakatomaka all the prison- 
ers in your possession, without any exception 
— Englishmen, Frenchmen, women and 
children, whether adopted in your tribes, mar- 
ried or living amongst you under any denomi- 
nation and pretence whatsoever; together 
with all negroes. And you are to fnrnish the 
said prisoners with clothing, provisions and 
horses to carry them to Fort Pitt. When you 
have fully complied with these conditions, 
you shall then know on what terms you may 
obtain the peace you sue for." 

This bold answer made a profound impres- 
sion upon the savages. An only alternative 
was left them — peace upon these conditions 
or war. They judiciously resolved to give up 
the white and black captives under their con- 
trol, and on the 9th of November, brought to 
Bouquet's camp all the prisoners within the 
Ohio country, except a few held by a Shaw- 
anse tribe, who were absent hunting. Those 
delivered numbered 206: Virginians-^raales, 
32, females and children, 58. Pennsylvani- 
ans— males, 49, females and children, 67. 

Among the Virfjinians was the white wo- 
man and her child heretofore alluded to. 
Her situation is thus noticed in the history of 
"Bouquet's Expedition," page 79. 
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** Among the captives, a woman was brought 
into the camp at Muskingum, with a babe 
about three months old at her breast. One 
of the Virginia volunteers soon Ijnew her to 
be his wife who had been taken by tlie In- 
dians six months before. She was immedi- 
ately delivered to her overjoyed husband, who 
llew with her to his tent, and clothed her and 
his child in proper apparel. But their joy, af- 
ter the first transports, was soon damped by 
the reflection that another dear child of about 
two years old, captured with the mother and 
separated from her was still missing, although 
many children had been brought in. 

"A few days afterwards, a number of other 
prisoners were brought to the camp, among 
whom were several more children. The wo- 
man was sent for and one supposed to be hers 
was produced for her. At first sight she was 
uncertain, but viewing the child with great 
earnestness, she soon recollected its features ; 
and was so overcome with joy, that literally 
forgetting her sucking child she dropped it 
from her arms, and catching up the new 
found child in an ecstacy, pressed it to her 
breast, and bursting into tears, carried it off 
unable to speak for joy. The father seizing 
up the babe she had let fall, followed her in 
no less transport and affection.'' 

But it may be said, **the Moravians had set- 
tled at Bolivar in 1761, and children may 
have been born unto them !" This inquiry is 
easily answered and correctly so. Prior to 
1764 there were but two white Moravians in 
Ohio, Hecke welder and Post. Heckewelder 
did not marry until 1780, and Post was mai> 
ried to an Indian Squaw. Add to this, the 
fact that there were no white women in the 
Moravian settlements, prior to the year 1764, 
and we think the answer is complete. If any 
white children either French, English or 
American, were born within the limits of 
Ohio before the year 1764, we have been un- 
able to find evidences of the fact. We think 
therefore that we are safe in stating that the 
child, of the Virginia captive, born fn 1764, 
was the first known white child born in Ohio. 

In 1772, John George Jun^mann and wife 
arrived at Shoenbrun, Ohio, from Bethlehem, 
Pa. Jurigmann was a 'Moravian Missionary, 
and his wife was the first married white wo- 
man who came west among the Christian In- 
dians. 

In April 1773, John Roth and wife reached 
Gnadenhutten, Ohio. Roth was also a mis- 
sionary, sent out by the Moravian Church. 
Nearly three months after her arrival, Mrs. 
Roth gave birth to a son at Giiadenhutten, who 
Was named John Lewis Roth. His birth oc- 
curred on the 4th of July, 1773, and he was 



baptised on the 5th, by the Rev. David Zeis- 
berger. 

In the life of Zeisberger, by Bishop De 
Schweinitz, will be found an mteresting bio- 
graphical notice of John Lewis Roth, as well 
as sketches of his father and mother. 

When John Lewis was one month old, Au- 
gust 1773, his parents removed from Gnaden- 
hutten to Shoenbrun. At that place Mr. 
Roth labored for nearly a year, with marked 
success. His converts were many, which filled 
his heart with great joy and gratitude to God. 
It was at this time that Dunmore's war broke 
out. The Christian Indians were threatened, 
the missionaries' lives were despared of, and 
the entire destruction of all the Moravian 
towns daily looked for. In this trying mo- 
ment Zeisberger recommended Roth to return 
to Pennsylvania with his family. This advice 
was followed. Mr. and Mrs. Roth reached 
Bethlehem in June, 1774, when their infant 
son, John Lewis, was l^ss than a year old. 
Mr. Roth continued in the service of the Mo- 
ravian Church many years, being successively 
employed at Mount Joy, York, Emmans, and 
Hebron, Pennsylvania. He died at York, 
July 22, 1790. Mrs. Roth died at Nazareth, 
February 25, 1805. 

John Lewis Roth, whom Bishop De- 
Schweinitz and Judge Blickensderfer claim to 
have been the first white child bom in Ohio, 
was educated at Nazareth Hall, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. At an early age he married 
and settled on a farm near Nazareth, Penn- 
sylvania, where he lived until his 63d year. 
In 1836, he removed to Bath, Pennsylvania, 
and while residing there joined the Lutheran 
Church, of which the Rev. A. Fuchs was pas- 
tor. Mr. Roth was an exemplary christian, 
and brought up his children in the love and 
fear of God. He died September 25th, 1841, 
and is buried in the cemetery at Bath, where 
a small marble tombstone bears this inscrip- 
tion : 

^'Zum Andenken an Lndwig Roth, geboren 
4th, Juli, 1773. Gestorben, 25th, September 
1841, Alter 68 Jahre, 2, M, 21 Tage." 

The village of Gnadenhutten where Mr. 
Roth was born, was situated on the Tuscara- 
was river, in Clay township, Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, not far from the outskirts of the 
present town of Gnadenhutten. It was there 
that the horrible massacre of Christian Indi- 
ans took place in March, 1782. 

The next white birth in Ohio, is founded 
upon the assertion made by Mr. Heniy Howe, 
in his **Ohio Historical Collections," page 437. 
He says, "Mr. Dinsmoore, a planter of Boone 
county, Ky., orally informed us that in the 
year 1835, when residing in the parish of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Terre-Bonne, La., he became acquainted with 
a planter liame Millehomme, wlio informed 
l^im that he was born in the forest* on the 
he'ad waters of the Miami, on or near the 
Loramie Portage, about the year 1774. His 
parents were Canadian French, then on their 
route to Louisiana." 

We know nothing of the facts in this case 
other than as given by Mr. Howe. We pre- 
sume he considered the statement of Mr. 
pinsmoore perfectly reliable, or it would not 
have found a place in his valuable work. 

Eiriy in the year 1780, the Moravian 
Church at Bethleham sent to the Ohio Mis- 
sions as teacher. Miss Sarah Ohneberg. She 
was a young woman of fine education, ami- 
able disposition and unaffected Christian piety. 
Soon after her arrival at Shoenbrun, she 
was the recipient of marked attentions from 
Rev. John Hi^ckewelder, then in his 38th 
year. Friendship soon ripened into firmer at- 
tachmtmt, and in July 1780, tliey were united 
in marriage in the Chapel at Salem, by the 
R^v. Adam Grube. All the Mission familes 
and the converted Indians witnessed the in- 
teresting; ceremony. This was the first wed- 
ding of a white couple ever held in Ohio. 

Dunns' the followins: year, Mrs. Heckewel- 
der gave birth to a female child at Salem. It 
was baptized and named Johanna Maria 
E^eckewelder. We have already introduced 
this child to the reader. Her claim, (for she 
always asserted it,) to have been the first 
white child born in Ohio, has been shown to 
be uns:istainable. Her history, however, is 
very interesting. A short time before her fa- 
therms death, at her request, he wrote out .a 
statement regardins: her birth and the events 
of her early childhood. This maimscript she 
sacredly retained until her death, and it has 
never been published, with the exception of a 
portion, which appeared in the Moravian, 
the Church paper published at Bethlehem. 
The writer has been favored with a copy, 
t^^rough tho politeness of Charles Brodhead, 
Esq. The original manuscript was written in 
the German language, and was translated 
with great care by the editor of the newspa- 
per referred to. The translation is as fol- 
Ipws : 

"Johanna Maria Hecke welder was born on 
Easter Monday, April 16th, 1781, at Salem, a 
village of Christian Indians on the Muskingum 
River. She was baptized on the day follow- 
ing by Rev. William Edwards, minist^^r at 
Gfiadenhutten. A few days after her birth 
the Inaians In that region were thrown into a 
state of great alarm by the sudden attack of an 
American army upon a town of the savages, 
Rau^ed '*Gk)Schachkiug," and a number of the 



latter were killed. About eighty wiMTiors 
came to our settlements, determined to b^ei^ 
up the Indian congregations of ShoeDt>fUi^9 
Gnadenhutten and Salem, or at le^v^t to rer 
move them about one hundred miles further 
westward ; but during their stay amongst us 
they changed their minds, and the majority 
of them, especially the chief, said they con- 
sidered us a happy people, to injure whom 
would be a great sin, and that they wished 
that ttiey themselves were partakers of the 
same happiness. Amongst them, howeiver, 
was one evil disposed man, who had resplved 
to murder me (your father) and for two days 
he waited eagerly for an opportunity to carry 
out his purpose, but the Lord watched ov^ 
and saved me from this danger in a very 
striking way. 

"After this cTcnt the three Indian eongre^ 
gations continued for some time to live, in 
peace, and increased in spiritual knowledge 
and grace, so that we were tilled with great 
joy. But in the beginning of the month pC 
August we heard that there was a new movei 
ment amongst the Indians to drive us away^ 
some even being in favor of destroying our 
settlements, but as they failed to find amongst 
their own number any who were ready to un- 
dertake this, certain wicked white persops 
joined them, and on the 12th of August they 
arrived at Salem with the advance-guard* 
The others arrived during the following days 
numbering in all 300 warriors, who camped 
in the square at Gnadenhutten. They en- 
deavored by all sorts of promises to entice our, 
Indian brethren and sisters to leave our star, 
tions and to come and live with them. After 
spending three weeks in these eflbrts, which; 
were entirely unsuccessful, and being in the 
end disposed to leave the matter drop, they 
found that they had c<»mpromised themselves 
to such an extent that they were compelled to 
use force. 

"They accordingly set apart the 2d of Sep^ 
teinber for a general council, and all the 
Brethren at the three stations were summon- 
ed to be in attendance. Brp. David Zeis- 
berger repaired to Shoenbrun, eight miles 
above, I to Salem about six miles below Gnad- 
enhutten, and the Bretl ren, Ed wards and 
Senseman to the latter place. Bro. Jungmann 
and his wife remained at Shoenbru wit^ 
Sisters Zeisberger and Senseman, the lattier 
of whom had an infant at the breast, and 
Bro. Michal Jung remained at Salem with you 
and your mother. We passed the night in 
much sorrow, but without fear. Finally on 
the 3d of September, as we were waHring up 
and down on a level spot behind the gardens, 
several warriors of the Wyandotte nation carat 
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up and look tis prisoners to their camp. Here 
we »vere stripped of our best clothes, and one 
o» them, who probably did not know what he 
was about, seized us by the head and shook 
us, saying in a scornful tone, * Welcome, my 
friends.* " 

•* After a while we were placed in charge of 
a guard. Wfien we were taken prisoners the 
appearance of the Indians was indeed terri- 
ble, as they all grasped their arms and we 
•thought we should be dispatched on the spot, 
but our grief at the thought of your mother j 
and yourself and the others, was more ter- . 
rible than everything else, for just as we were I 
led into the camp, about twenty warriors, ! 
brandishing their arms and with terrible cries, I 
galloped off on their horses towards Salem and | 
Shoenbrun. When he saw them coming at a i 
distance, Brother Jung locked the door of the | 
house. You were lying in your cradle asleep. ■ 
Finding the outer door locked, they burst it 
open by force and would have killed Brother | 
Jung on the spot, but a white man who was with ; 
them prevented them. Your mother snatched i 
you from the cradle and was told that she was a 
prisoner and must accompany them to Gna- 
denhutten. The house was then plundered 
from top to bottom. In the meanwhile it had 
eommenced to rain, and some of the Indian 
sisters begged very urgently that you and 
your mother might remain with tliem over 
night, promising to bring you to Gnadenhut- 
ten the next day. Bro. Jung they took with 
them, arriving at the camp at about midnight. 
We had heard their scalp-cries all the while 
as we sat on the banks of the river, and the 
night was thereby made all the more horrible 
to us. 

"We were all prisoners together. Our 
houses had been plundered, and we had 
nothing to cover our bodies but what our In- 
dian brothers and sisters i^rought us. After 
several days, we received permission to be 
with our Indians, but together with them 
were conducted through the wilderness to 
Upper Sandusky. On this journey the moth- 
ers and children suffered much, as the war- 
riors would grant no halts. In the begin- 
ning of Octol^r we arrived at Upper Sandus- 
ky. We were entirely destitute, and yet 
were quite happy. We cared not for the 
morrow, and yet we were provided with our 
daily bread. We commenced to build little 
huts for ourselves, but before they were com- 
pleted we received orders from the Com- 
mandant at Detroit to repair to that place. 
This was a new and severe trial. Winter 
was at hand, and we were to leave our wives 
and children behind without any provisions. 
Iti addition, the savages daily threatened to 



kill us. The day of our departure was fixed, 
and the Brethren Zeisberger, Edwards, 
Senseman and myself set out on the long 
journey. Bro. Schebosch promised to pro- 
vide our families with provisions brought 
from our deserted villkge. 

*' We had not proceeded moi-e than sixty 
miles on our journey before a messenger 
caught up with us, bringing the news that 
Bro. Schel)osch and his company had been 
seized and carried off by a party of militia. 
Other messengers arrived bringing the same 
inteligence, so that our anxiety for our wives 
and children became intense. At the Iowa (?) 
river we encountered endless difficulties in 
continuing our journey. We could not pro- 
ceed alone, even if we had had permision to 
do so. The Captain who had charge of us, 
procured a keg of rum and all his men be- 
came drunk, and a number of evil-disposed 
people gathered at our halting-place. At 
last, since we had some of our Indian breth- 
ren with us, we received permission from a 
white man to proceed. After several days* 
journey we came within four miles of De- 
troit, but for want of a boat to cross a deep 
river that lay right before us, we were com- 
pelled to spend the night, which was intensely 
cold and slormy, on the open plain, without 
any protection whatever, so that we were 
quite stiff and almost frozen by morning. 

"The next morning, at about eight o'clock, 
without having had anything to eat, we were 
ferried across in a hay boat, and by t«n o'clock 
we made our appearance before the Cola- 
mandant at the fort, who received us with 
many harsh words. Finally, as we remained 
perfectly composed, he seemed to have 
clianj;ea his mind somewhat and dismissed 
us m a much pleasanter manner. For a week 
we remained in a state of great uncertainty 
as to what was to become of us. We were not 
permitted to appear before the Commandant 
to make any statements, nor were we permit- 
ted to address any written communications to 
him. At last, our accusers being all assem- 
bled, we were summoned to attend, and after 
a thonnigh examination into the accusations 
brought against us, the result was that two of 
our accusers were completely silenced, and 
the third became our defender. The council, 
which consisted of the military officers and 
other officials at this post and of a number of 
Indian chiefs, decided that we had been false- 
ly accused and had innocently been compell- 
ed to endure many hardships. Thus even 
here, the glory of God*? name was promoted. 

"From this time forth, the Commandant be- 
came our warm friend, and from other gentle- 
men at the post we received many kindnesses. 
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Provided with some needful clothii^ aad pro- 
visions by order of the former, ive set out on 
oar return. Our Heavenly Father granted 
us, at this late season, the most pleasant 
weather, and by the end of November we re- 
joined our families once more [at Sandusky.] 
On the very day of our return, the winter set 
in, a great deal of snow fell and the cold be- 
oame intense. The distress of our Indians 
became terrible. In a short time they lost 
one hundred and fifty head of cattle, which 
were their main dependence for food. The 
wild Indians again threatened to stop the 
preaching of the Grospel, and the power of the 
pHnce of darkness seemed almost supreme. 
The scarcity of food became so great that we 
be;;an to fear that some, especially the little 
children, would perish from hunger. 

"A number of Indian brethren and sisters 
accDrdingly resolved to return with their fam- 
ilies to their deserted villages and gather in 
the harvest, which was yet standing in the 
fields, and little by little to forward the pro- 
ceeds to this place. They had almost finished 
this work and were preparing to return to us, 
when they were attacked by a party of Amer- 
ican militia, taken prisoners, and butchered in 
cold blood. These dear martyrs, 96 in num- 
ber, resigned themselves cheerfully to Grod's 
will. They united together in prayer to the 
Savior, begged each other^s forgiveness for 
past ofibnces, sang hymns of faith and trust, 
and testified that they died as Christians. The 
many little children in this company shared 
the same fate as their parents. Thus a whole 
Indian congregation was in one night 7th— 
Sih of March, 1782, translated from earth to 
heaven. 

**In the meanwhile we who remained at 
Upper Sandusky were suddenly summoned 
to appear at Detroit, whilst our Christian In- 
dians were to unite themselves to some of the 
wild tribes in the vicinity. Our poor Indian 
brethren could not understand nor reconcile 
themselves to these orders. Many of them ac- 
companied us as far as our first camping-place, 
weeping as they walked beside us. Some 
went with us the whole way to Lower San- 
dusky, a five days* Journey, amongst whom 
were two Indian sisters, one of whom carried 
you in a blanket the whole way, and the 
other Sister Senseman's child. Here we 
waited three weeks for further orders, receiv- 
ing; during our stay the certain mtelligence of 
the murder of our beloved Indians at Gnad- 
enhutten. 

Those were days of bitter sufiisring and most 
distressing doubts, but the Savior comforted 
and strengthened us. As we were sitting in 
a friendly trader's house, a wicked man, an 



English ofDloer, made' hit appearance and 
threatened to kill us on the tpot. We knew 
that he could readily summon confederates 
to carry out his purpose, and committed oar- 
selves to the protection of Him whose own 
we were. And wonderfully did He interpose 
in our behalf, for Just then two boats arrived 
to fetch us away, and brought besides an order 
from Major Arent De Peyster at Detroit, in 
which he threatened to punish severely any 
persons who should, in any way, molest us. 
April 14th, 1782, we set out in the boats, de- 
scending Sandusky River for 30 miles and then 
crossing Lake Erie to Detroit. On the 16tb, 
your first birthday anniversary, we were com- 
pelled at four different times to draw our boat 
to the shore during a stonn, once at great risk 
to us all. As I was afflicted with rheumatism 
and could not help myself, Bro. Edwards built 
a shelter against the wind for your mother and 
you out of cedar boughs. April 29th, we 
crossed Miami Bay, not without considerable 
danger, and the next day we arrived at Der 
troit. 

'' Here our whole company remained nntil 
August. Our Indians, who had been scatter- 
ed in many different places, received permis- 
sion to assemble here, and after sevend fami- 
lies of them had come, we commenced a set- 
tlement on Huron River, which empties into 
Lake St. Clair. Many of our Indians joined 
us here, and the Commandant, now Colonel 
De Peyster, provided us with provisions. As 
theBrethren Jungmann and Senseman were in 
the year 1785 to return to Bethlehem your par- 
ents concluded to send you with tliem to the 
school at Bethlehem. After a farewell love- 
feast, these Brethren set out. May 16th, your 
father accompanying you as far as Detroit. 
The Journey was madet by boat across Lake 
Erie, and after being detained at Niagara for 
two weeks, in the same way across Lake On- 
tario to Wood*8 Creek, and thence by way of 
Schennectady and Albany to Bethlehem, at 
which place you arrived July 8th." 

To the above account, Miss Heckewelder a 
number of yeais before her death, added the 
following: 

**On this journey we were often compelled 
to spend the night in the woods in tents. We 
heard the wolves howling about our camp, 
and huUt large fires to keep them away. As 
we were often compelled to go on foot, I be- 
came very tired, and old Father Jungmann 
used to carry me for miles on his back. Ar- 
rived at Bethlehem, I was placed in the Chil- 
dren's Institute, being then only five years 
old. There was at that time no boarding 
school. This was only instituted ^e follow- 
ing year. I look Uack upon the years spen^ at 
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this institutioD with the greatest pleasure. 
We received the most affectionate and tender 
treatment, and the exemplary Christian de- 
meanor of our teachers has made an abiding 
impression upon my heart- My school days 
being ended, I entered the Sisters' House. 
Having been received into the Church a short 
time before, I partook of my first communion 
on August 13th, 1795. 

**ln my twentietji year I received a call as 
teacher in the recently established boarding- 
school at Litiz. Here I remained for five 
years, until the impaired state of my hearing 
compelled me to resign, and I returned to 
Bethlehem. At Litiz I had many severe expe- 
riences ; many, too, which were very benefic- 
ial to me. The Holy Spirit wroufjht power- 
fully upon my heart, and the sinful state of 
my heart was revealed to me. I spent many 
sad and troubled hours, trying to build up a 
righteousness of my own, and yet never dis- 
cerning what a Redeemer I had. On the oc- 
casion of a choir communion, September 10, 
1803, 1 had a peculiarly deep feeling of my 
own poverty and sinfulness, and yet I experi- 
enced the peace of God in my soul in a way 
which I cantot iu words describe. An in- 
effable feeling of love and gratitude to Him 
who could bless and forgive one so unworthy 
as myself, filled my soul. Now, everything 
was bright within me ; I had passed from 
death to life. In this blessed frame of mind 
I remained for a long time, but I bad yet 
many things to learn, and in spite of many 
alternations in my spiritual life^the Savior 
was ever my helper and consoler. The total 
loss of my bearing occasioned me much pain, 
and I had a severe struggle before 1 could re- 
sign myself implicity to this deprivation. The 
thought that this trial came from the Lord 
and was intended for my advancement in the 
heavenly life, has now entirely reconciled me 
to it. 

♦*A review of my experience fills me with 
grateful love to Him, whose leadings have 



been so gracious and wise. 1 know myself to 
be nothing. Through grace alone I am what 
I am." 

The loss of her hearing prevented MIm 
Heckewelder from devoting her foture to 
the object chosen — the education of young 
women for useful occupations in life. From 
1806 she resided at Bethlehem ; up to 1828 
in the family of her father, and afterwardf 
with the Sisters of the Church. She was ob- 
liged to use a slate in conversation. Her 
habits were those of a pious, indostrioos 
woman. Her acts of benevolence and charity 
were frequent and disinterested. She abound- 
ed iu good works. Old age curtailed her 
deeds of kindness and her ^'missions of love." 
Her latter days were spent in meekness and 
gnietness — waitmg the coming of her time. 
Her last illness was short, and her end was 
peace. She died iu the assurance of a blessed 
immortality, September 19, 1868, aged 87 
years, 5 mouths and 2 days. Her remains 
were deposited by those of her father, in the 
Moravian Cemetery at Bethlehem. 

We here leave our first inquiry, and give the 
reader a brief sketch of the first white person 
born in Ohio, after the settlement made at 
Marietta, on the Ohio, in 1788. Thai person 
was Leicester G. Converse. He was bom at 
Marietta, February 7, 1789, and resided there 
for many years. In 1834 he located in Mor* 
gan county, engaging in mercantile opera- 
tions, from which, in 1846, he retired to hii 
farm, situated on the west bank of the Mus- 
kingum, about five miles above McConnels- 
viUe. There he continued to reside until his 
death, which occurred February 14, 1869. 
Mr. Converse was a man of character and 
ability; an exemplary christian, and a citixen 
of great usefulness. He was passionately 
fond of farming, and for several years before 
his death was interested in the operations of 
the Ohio State Board of Agriculture. 

Cleveland, O. Dec. 23, 1870. 
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Ancient Earth Works of Ohio. 



HISTOEY OF THE SUEVEYS. 



The existence of ancient earth works in Ohio was first brought 
to notice by the Eev. Dayid Jones, in 1772-3; by Arthur Lee, 
in 1784; and in 1785, through a plan and description of those 
at Marietta, by Capt Jon'athan Heart, of Colonel Harmar's 
battalion. 

Capt. Heart assisted in building Fort Harmar, at the mouth of 
the Muskingum river. He was evidently a man of education, 
and had served in the Eevolutionary army. His survey was 
made while the ground was yet covered with a heavy growth of 
forest trees. 

In 1801, the Eev. Mr. Harris, while on a tour through the Ohio 
country, resurveyed them and inserted an engraved plan in his 
published Journal. 

Caleb Atwater, Esq., of Circleville, Ohio, made the first general 
survey of the Ohio Earth Works in 1819, under the auspices and 
at the expense of the American Archaeological Society, at Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

His plans and descriptions fill an important portion of the 
first volume of their transactions, published in 1820. When the 
first Geological Survey of Ohio was in progress, J[ continued the 
survey of the newly discovered works, intending to make the 
subject of our antiquities a part of the final report. 

This survey came to an end in 1839, without a final report 
J. H. SuLLiVANT, Esq., of Columbus, requested me to continue 
this part of the survey at his expense, with a view to publication 
by himsel£ 
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4 HISTORY OF THE SURVEYS. 

My plans included all the ancient works then known, but Mr. 
Sullivant's health failing, they were not published, and many of 
them were lost. 

In 1845, the Hon. E. George Squier, who has since done so 
much to deyelop the Archaeology of the United States, com- 
menced a reeurvey of them in connection with Dr. E. H. Davis, 
both of Chillicothe, Ohio. 

These gentlemen made the first systematic descriptions with 
figures, of the numerous relics of the Mound Builders. They 
operated under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institute at 
Washington. The results of their labors, fully illustrated, con- 
stitute the first volume of its Contributions. 

Their surveys in this State were confined to the works on waters 
of the Ohio. A part of my plans were published with theirs, 
and a part in May, 1850, as Article 7, Vol. 3, of the Contri- 
butions, which relate principally to the works on the waters of 
Lake Erie. 
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Ancient Inhabitants 

OF THE 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY AND THE LAKE EEGIONS. 



Euins of ancient earth works are plainly to be seen throughout 
a large part of the United States, constructed by a people who 
preceded the race first encountered here by the whites. These 
works are numerous on the Ohio river and on the streams 
which discharge into it. They are also found, but of a quite 
different character, on the streams which empty into Lakes 
Erie and Ontario from the South. Here, all or nearly all of 
them have a military purpose, and are less imposing than those 
on the waters of the Ohio. 

In Wisconsin is another and quite a different type of ancient 
earth works, which are principally mounds, in the form of effigies 
of animals. 

It does not follow that the builders of these different styles of 
works were one nation or were cotemporary. They had, how- 
ever, traits enough in common to be ranked as a race, under the 
denomination of " Earth Builders!' These differences were also 
sufficiently marked to require a separation into nations or tribes ; 
occupying territories easily defined. The people who inhabited 
Central and Southern Ohio, also covered an extensive countiy 
farther to the southward and westward ; down the great valley of 
the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico. They are already known 
by the name of " Mound Builders!' 

To distinguish the three peoples by their most marked charac- 
ters, I designate those on the Ohio as the Agricultural nation ; 
the Fort Builders on the lakes as the Military nation, and those 
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6 THREE ANCIENT NATIONS. 

between the Mississippi and Lake Michigan as the Effigy nation. 
Those who wish to study the works of the " Mound Builders" 
are referred to the elaborate descriptions of Messrs. Squier and 
Dayis. The remains of the " Fort Builders" in New York have 
been surveyed and described by Mr. Squier, in the year 1849. 
The EflBigy mounds of Wisconsin were surveyed by Dr. I. A. 
Lapham, of Milwaukee. The results of his work are to be found 
in the Contributions for 1855. 

From the water-shed of the rivers that discharge southerly 
into the Ohio and the Mississippi, near the 40th parallel of north 
latitude, southerly to the Gulf of Mexico, including Arkansaa 
and Texas, there is a similarity in the style of the ancient works, 
indicating that they are the work of one people. 

Their leading pursuit was agriculture, having little use for 
military defences. Their most striking works are burial mounds 
of earth or loose stone, and altar pyramids, showing a large reli- 
gious development. 

In the effigy region, west of Lake Michigan, it is less easy to 
devine the leading characteristics of their builders. In the third 
division of this ancient population, occupying the lake country, 
in Ohio and New York, military defences take the lead, but their 
works are far less prominent. 

There are certain things which all these people had in com- 
mon, though they possessed very different degrees of advance- 
ment. They all erected earth monuments over the remains of 
some of their dead, while the bodies of the many were consumed 
by fire. They had native copper as their only metal, obtained 
from the mines of Lake Superior, which were extensively wrought 

All of them used implements of flint and other stones in a 
great variety of forms, which are similar, though not identicial 
with those of the red man of our times. Their copper tools, 
spear heads, spades and knives, were numerous and superior 
in form and finish to the few and rude copper knives of Indians, 
which were made from stray nuggets, found in the glacial drift. 

It would seem that their dwellings and their weapons of war 
were principally of wood ; but we are as yet in comparative ignor 
ance in regard to both. 
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Comparison of the Pre-Historic Races 



IN EUEOPE AND AMERICA. 



EUROPE. 

PRIMITIVE MAN. 

Cave dwellers coteinporary with 
the elephant, mastodon, rhinocerop, 
cave bear, cave lion, cave hyena, 
and the p^at stag, all now extinct; 
and with the closing out of the 
glacial or drift era, there known as 
diluvium — they were hunters, dres- 
sed in skins — had stone and flint 
implements, without polish— and 
pottery. Antiquity exceeding fif- 
teen thousand yeara. 



AMERICA. 

PRIMITIVE MAN. 

In South and Central America 
cotemporary with the elephant, 
mastodon and extinct horse, dwel- 
lers in caves. In North America, 
evidence, though not as yet con- 
clusive, to show him here as early 
as the diluvium or later dritl; with 
the elephant, mastodon, extinct 
horse and megalonyx. Imple- 
ments, dress and antiquity not 
known. 



SECOND EBA. 

Polished implements of stone and 
flint; domestic animals, with pot- 
tery, hut no pipes, no tools of me- 
tal — not cultivators of the soil — 
hunters with the how and spear- 
dress in skins. 



BBCOND KBA. 

In the Mississippi Valley copper 
cutting tools, beads, daggers, spears« 
ornaments and spades — cultivated 
the soil— built earth forts and 
mounds: polished stone axes and 
implements, rare. No beasts of 
burden — fiint knives, arrow heads 
and other implements and weapons 
of stone, rare ; stone calls or whis- 
tles and spindle whorls ; beads made 
of bone and shells— domicils not 
known — had burial moimds for the 
dead— pipes of stone and clay — 
coarse cloth of hemp or nettles — 
miners of copper— cotemporarj' 
with the beaver and bear. Anti- 
quity four to five thousand years, 
slight evidence of ap intervening 
I ace between the mound builder 
nd the primitive man. 
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COMPABISOK OF BAGES. 



AGE OF BRONZE. 
THIBD HBA. 

Lake dwellings of wood ; domes- 
tic animals ; cultivate the soil ; nets 
and cloth of flax ; flint implements ; 
cutting tools of bronze (alloy of 
copper and tin), with handles of 
bone and wood ; pottery ; dress in 
skins. Antiquity six thousand to 
seven thousand years ; calls or 
whistles of bone ; earth forts with 
ditches. 



Red Men as they were before 

THE discovery OF AMERICA. 

Hunters with spears and arrow 
heads ; knives and daggers of flint, 
with stone mauls or axes ; and flesh 
or skin scrapers — very little culti- 
vation of the soil— mats ana nets 
made of bark ; a few and rude tools, 
gorgets and ornaments of copper; 
not workers of copper mines ; not 
l)uilderis of earth forts with ditches ; 
their forts made of wood and stones 
— dress in skins— no metal axes- 
no horses— domicils of bark and 
skins, or wooden frames covered 
with brush and earth — used rock 
shelters, and made inscriptions on 
ti*ees, clay banks and rocks. 

This comparison indicates on this continent quite a diversity 
from the old ; in the progress of the early races towards civiliza- 
tion. Here the metal age preceded that of stone, corresponding 
better with the age of bronze, or of alloys in Europe. We have 
no certain representative of the rough or unpolished stone period, 
which there preceded the age of polished stone implements. 
Our " Mound Builders" were as far adranced, as their fabricators 
of bronze. From them there was a relapse towards a barbarism 
nearly entire, in their successors, the red Indian of the North. 
Of the diluvial man in America we know as yet almost nothing. 

SURVEYS ON THE CUYAHOGA. 

Since 1850 works have been reported that were not then known 
to me. Such of them as lie on or near the Cuyahoga river, I 
have since then, from time to time, examined, and now give a 
condensed description of them with illustrations. To make the 
subject complete, it is necessary to republish in this coimection 
those heretofore described. In 1869, some of the members of 
the Western Eeserve Historical and ArchsBological Society, located 
at Cleveland, gave me their assistance on those surveys and exca- 
vations, particularly. Dr. J. H. Salisbury, Vice-President ; Dr. E. 
Sterling and C. C. Baldwin, Esq., 
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SUBVBYS ON THE CUYAHOGA. 9 

About this time the Society was enabled, through the liberality 
of a gentleman of Cleveland, to make more extended and system- 
atic researches, and to publish the results. 

It is possible that all the old earth works of this valley are not 
yet discovered. They are even in an undisturbed condition, not 
very prominent, the embankments seldom exceeding three feet ^ 
in height, with a ditch of equal depth. In old fields that have 
been under cultivation twenty-five to forty years, none but a 
practiced eye would detect them. Fifty years since this country 
was but little settled ; most of it being then covered with a heavy 
forest. When the old forts were from time to time discovered 
they attracted little attention. 

The soil within them is invariably rich, owing to prolonged 
occupation in ancient times by human beings. This fact the 
early settlers soon discovered, and for this reason these grounds 
have been cropped closer than those of poorer soil. The plow, 
the drag, and the cultivator, have thus done extra work in level- 
ing the parapets and filling the ditches of fort builders. 

The earth works of the Cuyahoga are a fair representative of 
the military nation, extending from the west end of Lake Erie, 
north-eastwardly along the southern shore of Lake Ontario 
and the river St. Lawrence to Lake Champlain. There are 
very few on the immediate bank of the lakes. None are 
reported north of the lakes. They were built on bluffs and 
bends of the rivers, in strong defensive positions, near springs 
and small streams of water, not far from batteau navigation, 
and in the vicinity of rich bottom lands. 

The territory of this people in Ohio may be seen by reference 
to the miniature outline map of the State, presented on Plate III. 
Those represented by a circular blot, belong to them. Those 
represented by a square or rectangle, are works of the " Mound 
Builders." Between them is a wide space of neutral or unoc- 
cupied country, on the head waters of the streams which flow in 
opposite directions, through the State. In this space there are 
no earth forts, or they have not yet fallen under my observation. 
I shall refer hereafter to the differences between these ancient 
nations, as shown in their implements and their works, the only 
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10 SUEVEYS OUT THE CUYAHOGA. 

records of their pursuits and their character, which are accessihle 
to us. 

Fort No. 1 — Newburg. 

The topographical surroundings of this fort are seen at once 
on the engraving, Plate II. It occupies one of the numerous 
headlands that project from a gravelly plain towards the rivulets 
which have, in the progi-ess of ages, excavated these deep and 
nearly impassihle ravines. The sides of the adjacent gullies are 
as steep as the earth will lie, and are wet and slippery from 
springs. Probably there was some defence of pickets or brush in 
the form of abattis, around the crest of the space within the 
double wall. Through the outer one, no gateway or open passage 
was left. This is not uncommon in the old earth forts. There 
must have been some mode of entering them, over the walls by 
stairs or ladders that could easily be removed. 

Like most of those on the Cuyahoga and on the waters of Lake 
Erie, this was evidently a fortified village ; like those of the Colo- 
rado Indians, in New Mexico, and the strong holds of the ancient 
Canaanites in Palestine, into which the inhabitants entered at 
night. The banks are now from one and a half to two feet above 
the natural surface, and the ditches two feet below. About one- 
fourth of a mile south-east, on the same level plain, is a mound 
which was ten feet high in 1847, but has since been much re- 
duced by the plow. 

Fort No. 2 — ^Newburg. 

This is smaller in size than any of those which stud the river 
bluffs. It is simply a projecting point, rendered more defensible 
by a bank of earth and a moat. The view from it is quite com- 
manding and picturesque. Its position is about midway between 
Nos. 1 and 3, about one and a half miles below Lock No. 8, on 
the right bank of the river. At the middle, the ditch was never 
excavated, but there is no opening in the wall at this point. 
There is a narrow passage around the south end of the embank- 
ment along the edge of the ravine, by which the work may be 
entered. The soil is dry and sandy. In 1850 it had not been 



Digitized by 



Google 



SURVEYS ON THE CUYAHOGA. 11 

long in cultivation, and the elevation of the wall above the 
bottom of the ditch varied from four to six feet. 



Fort No. 3 — Iwdependencb. 

There is little difference between this and No. 1, except in size. 
The interior wall is now wholly obliterated — the outer one with 
its ditch nearly so. A resurvey in 1870 disclosed a slight bank 
at a a, parallel with the bluff, for which there is no apparent 
object, nor for the horse-shoe outwork, c c. 

As the soil within the lines is very rich it has been mercilessly 
cropped during one generation, and is still not exhausted. A 
rank growth of com was waving over the entire enclosure in 
August last. About one-fourth of a mile southerly along the 
bluft^ Mr. Henry Tuttle, the owner of the land, has found numer- 
ous relics and bones of the Indian race, indicating the site of a 
village. Among them is a small neatly carved pipe from the 
famous red pipe-stone quarry on the Coteau de Missouri, in Dakota. 
It is in the form of the head of a bird, and is among the collec- 
tions of the Society, donated by Mr. Chas. Tuttle. 

Fort No. 4 — South-bast part of Independence — Plate II. 

Mr. Dickson, whose daughter, Mrs. Roreback, still resides on 
the premises, cleared the enclosed space J, in the year 1810. 
The embankment, 5, was then three or four feet high. A house 
and barn were built upon it, which are there now, and little can 
be seen of its primitive condition. It is not certain there was a 
ditch. 

There are springs of perpetual flow in the river bluff and in 
the adjacent ravines. Within the space J, n^ar the mound, great 
numbers of human bones have been plowed up, so many that 
they were collected and reburied. The position is beautiful and 
commanding. On the same farm now owned by Messrs. David 
L. and N. A. Philips, about half a mile east there are four small 
mounds, nearly levelled by long cultivation. Near the township 
comers, about one-third of a mile south of these, is another 
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12 ANCIENT CACH]^S. 

mound which was fiye feet high when the early settlers first saw 
it. Polished stone implements were once common in this vicinity. 
One presented hy Mr. Philips is in the Societ/s Cabinet, which 
is different from anything hitherto described. It is a soft crys- 
talline coarse grained sienite, cut into the form of an acorn, with 
a flat base and a groove around it. Its length is two and a half 
inches, and its base an inch and eight-tenths. 

Fort No. 5 and Caches—Plate III. 

When this fort was sur\eyed in 1847, the ancient pits across 
the ravine on the east were not known. Mr. L. Austin, of this 
city, first apprised me of their existence and went with me to 
the spot. I cannot say that there is any connection or relation 
between them and the fort. There are similar pits but more 
regular and circular in and around the space A, which were 
regarded by the early settlers as wells, because most of them 
contained water. 

The hard-pan of this level space, only a part of which is en- 
closed, is not favorable for cach^ pits, but the appearance of those 
on the crest of the bluff is the same as at C. For a time I re- 
garded them as the remains of pit dwellings, both at the fort and 
and at B, C. With the assistance of Messrs. A. B. and Lorin 
Bliss, of Northfield, I made trenches through some of those in 
the group B. No relics, ashes or charcoal was discovered in 
them, such as are invariably found in the ancient pit dwellings 
of England. My present conviction is that they are caches, and 
the work of the red men. A further notice of them will be 
found below. 

It is necessary to add little to the exhibit given in the plate in 
respect to this fort. The engineers who selected the site under- 
stood its natural advantages, but it is not apparent why they left 
a part of the plateau without their lines, or why the wall is single 
on that side and the ditch is within it. 

The earth of the bluffs is as steep as it will stand, and the 
ravines as well as the river, furnish abundance of water. Before 
the ground was cultivated, a man standing in the ditches could 
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FORT NO. 6 — CONTINUED. 13 

riot look over the embankment. Along the sharp ridge or 
"hogs back/' ee, there is barely room for a single team to pass. 
On this side there was no gateway or entrance, but at the west 
end of the inner parapet, there was a very narrow passage around 
it. The main entrance was evidently from the river side, near 
where the present road ascends the hill. Inside the lines the 
ground was much richer than without them. The mounds are 
small, and have not been explored. Pieces of flint, pottery and 
wrought stone implements, are numerous in the space A. They 
are of the Indian type. The caches at B 0, are on a level with 
the fort, and the ravine between them is sixty and seventy feet 
deep. As their strongest apprehensions of attack were from the 
country side, it is not probable that the fortress would have its 
magazines so far away, more than fifty rods distant, in an exposed 
position, beyond a very difficult gulf. As the present red race 
have made similar pits for storing their com, and wild rice, it is 
reasonable to attribute all works of that kind to them. But in 
no instance, have the northern tribes been known to have occu- 
pied earth forts at, the period when they wcr.' first known to the 
whites, and rarely if ever since. We must i herefore regard the 
forts, as the work of a different and an older race. 

Fort No. 6 — Boston. 

This work is situated on the land of William and Randolph 
Robinson, on an elevated point of the river bluffs, near the east 
bank of the Cuyahoga, and near the south line of the township. 
It is upon ground very inaccessible, elevated about one hundred 
feet above the river. Its general topography, extent and form 
are fully shown on Plate V. As the ground has not been culti- 
vated, and is now covered with full-grown oaks, the work is as 
near its first condition, as is possible after the lapse of centuries. 
The walls are low — seldom more than a foot above the natural 
surface, and two to two and one-half feet above the bottom of the 
ditches, which are double. At a is an opening only a few feet 
wide, and at J a broader one of twenty-one feet 
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14 OPBKING OF A HOUHD. 

Very likely the slides at C have carried down a part of the 
wall on that side. Outside the work, the unenclosed space A A, 
is on a level with the terreplein B. Why, in this and several 
other of the Cuyahoga forts, there should have been left around 
the parapets, a level place above the bluflF, for the convenience of 
the assailants, can not easily be explained. 

From the center of one ditch to the center of the other is ten 
to fourteen feet. C. C. Baldwin, Esq., of the Society, and the 
Messrs. Eobinson assisted at the survey. 

About a mile up the valley to the south, on the same or 
eastern bank, is a mound which has been much lowered by long 
cultivation. It is situated on Nathan Point's land, upon the 
second terrace, about fifty feet above the river, and one-fourth of 
a mile from it The brothers 0. K. and W. K. Brooks, of Cleve- 
land, and Mr. Baldwin volunteered to employ what remained of 
the day in opening this mound. It was then three feet above 
the natural surface, which is a dry, sandy plain. At two and 
one-half feet below the natural surface, they found parts of two 
human skeletons, with charcoal and ashes, showing that they 
had been burned. Only a few and small poiiions of the skull 
were sound enough to be raised or handled, and these soon fell 
to pieces. Even the teeth were soft and rotten, except their 
enameled crowns. 

With the remains were two flint arrow points, without notches 
at the base, one of which is represented on Plate VIII. There 
was also a small thumb and finger stone, such as are common on 
the surface along the valley, and a portion of a call or whistle, 
fabricated from a piece of iron ore. It is nearly the same in size 
and figure, with the one from a mound in Cleveland, as figured 
on the same plate. 

Another and larger one was found on the surface in Northfield. 
The arrow points, thumb stones and whistles were evidently 
articles highly prized by, and therefore necessary to the parties 
buried there. 

At first we supposed that this arrow head, without a neck, was 
typical of the Mound Builder, and would serve to separate those 
of the red men, from those of his predecessor. On this account 
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it was accurately sketched by Mr. W. J. fiattle, and engraved lor 
this pamphlet But flint arrow points have since been found on 
the surface, without the usual notchings at the base ; and which 
may have been wrought and used by the recent Indians. 

On the plains it is reported that arrows provided with poison, 
for use in war, are not securely fastened to the shaft. They are 
intended to remain in the wound. Those designed for killing 
game are notched, and firmly tied in a slit at the end of the 
shaft. 

Mr. Austin and other gentlemen of the Society have seen 
some relics procured in the southerly part of this township^ 
on the west side of the river. They were found, in excavating a 
cellar, within a small circle or hexagon of earth, about thirty-five 
feet in diameter. Among them was a copper knife about twelve 
inches long, very perfect, a copper awl or bodkin, four or five 
inches in length, and a copper chisel. These tools evidently 
belonged to the Mound Builders. There were several stone 
implements, and large pieces of mica: also, a piece of galena 
or lead ore. Most of the stone implei lents are scattered and 
probably lost. One of them had a figure, not heretofore observed 
in thifi region. It was made of the fine-grained, striped, green- 
ish gray metamorphic slate of Lake Superior, and highly polished. 
Its length is four inches, the cross section everywhere a circle in 
form, like a short rolling pin, with a bilge in the middle. The 
diameter at each end is about an inch, at the middle an inch and 
a half, tapering from the center to the ends in a curve, every- 
where symmetrical. Dr. Sterling says the Indians of the Pacific 
Coast have similar stones, by means of which they play games of 
chance. 

Fort No. 7 — Plate V. 

Across the valley from the mound which was opened, is the 
stronghold No. 7, on the west side of the river, in a south-west 
direction, about a mile and a half distant. 

Its position and general characteristics can be readily ascer- 
tained from the sketch, and the notes attached to it. It is neither 
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very extensive nor imposing. The plateau A is not strictly inac- 
cessible, but may easily be defended. , Not more than one mounted 
man, could ride at once along the narrow ridge h h, which con- 
nects this tongue of land with the country in the rear. About 
one hundred and fifty feet beyond this narrow pass, is a broad 
bank and ditch, extending partly across the space between the 
bluffs. It has passages at the ends forty-four and twenty-one 
feet wide. The pits c c have precisely the aspect of modem 
caches of the northern Indians, and were doubtless made by 
them. 

It is less than half a mile in a south-west direction to the 
enclosed caches represented on Plate VII. The village of Niles is 
about half a mile to the north. In this vicinity, in the townships 
of North Hampton and Bath, is a numerous group of mounds, 
caches and embankments, which are shown on the map, Plate I. 

Earthwork No. 8, Plate VI, belongs to this cluster of ancient 
remains. It is a low bank, without a ditch, situated near the 
river, on the second terrace, which is about thirty feet above the 
channel. 

In the rear, and overlooking it, is higher land in the form of a 
terrace, and drift knoljs. This is on the land of Mr. Richard 
Howe, between the road and the river. Near the house of Mr. 
P. W. Osborne, adjoining it on the north, on the ridge, 5, is a 
mound which is now four and one-half feet high, after being 
plowed over many years. Across the road to the north-west, 
half a mile distant, is another, in which a human skull was 
found seventeen years ago, reputed to be that of a Mound Builder. 

With the assistance of Mr. Andrew Hale and his son, we made 
an open cut through this mound, without discovering anything 
but a few human bones near the top, evidently a burial much 
more recent than the erection of the mound ; a stone chisel and 
a flint arrow point It is composed of rich surface soil of a dark 
color. Originally it was seven feet high, now five feet, one diam- 
eter being forty-nine and the other forty-seven and one-half feet. 
Mr. Waggoner saw the skull plowed out of the mound, and is 
satisfied it lay near the surface. It is evidently more modem 
than the Mound Builders. 
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Between this mound and the caches on Hale's Brook, Plate 
VII, are six small mounds, which Mr. Osborne and others have 
opened at different times, and in which are human bones and 
charcoal. 

Eabthwouks Nos. 8 and 10— Plate VI? 

No. 8 is a low bank of earth, generally less than a foot in 
height, with an average breadth at base of nine feet. It has no 
ditch, and its situation precludes the idea of a design for a 
fort, 'rtie ground is yet a forest of venerable oaks, one of which 
stands on the embankment in full vigor, having a diameter of 
three feet. 

If we had proof that the Indians or the Mound Builders had 
domestic animals, this work and the one in Granger, (No. 10,) 
not represented among the plates, might be taken for permanent 
corrals, surrounded with pickets as a protection against wild 
animals. 

No. 10 is nearly a circle, eighteen rods in diameter, with a wall 
two feet high (1850) and ten feet broad, having one opening. 
The ditch is about equal in dimensions to the bank. It is 
situated upon ground lower than the general level of the country, 
except on the north-west, where there is a large 6wamp. Near it 
on the west is a terrace several feet higher. On each side are 
two small rivulets of permanent water. The road running east 
from the center, passes through it at about half a mile, but the 
owner had, twenty years since, nearly leveled it with the natural 
surface, for the accommodation of his house, barn and outhouses. 

Fort No. 9 — Plate VI. 

This work is situated on a high and very precipitous bluff, on 
the land of John Hovey. He has-been laboring during many 
years to obliterate it, by turning the furrows always towards the 
ditch, which has now nearly disappeared. Originally the bank 
was more bold than is usual in the Cuyahoga forts, being full six 
feet above the bottom of the moat. 
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In its general characters and position it resembles No. 6^ on 
Bobinson's land, in Boston. In both of them only a part of the 
plateau is included within the work, and the surrounding bluffs 
are very high and steep. Within No. 9, stone implements, pot- 
tery and flint arrow points were very numerous, and the soil rich. 
If there were entrances or gate-ways, they have been wholly 
obscured by long cultivation. 

Neither here nor in any of the forts on this river, are the lines 
so constructed as to give mutual support to their several parts. 
The positions are well chosen for natural strength, but each part 
of the defense, relied upon its own power of resistance. Here, 
as usual, there are convenient springs, a rivulet, and the river 
itself, for supplying water. 

Fort No. 11— Plate VIL 

The east branch of Eocky river, at Weymouth, rushes through 
a narrow channel, with vertical walls of rock, seldom more than 
fifty feet wide, which it has excavated for itself, to a depth about 
equal to its width. It has assumed the figure of a peninsula, in 
the form of an ox-bow, about four hundred feet long from base 
to poini The stream is so rapid, that it has an estimated fall of 
one hundred and twenty-five feet in a mile and a half, famish- 
ing valuable water power, which the inhabitants have turned to 
good account 

It would, in this region, be diflScult to find a position more 
inaccessible to an assaulting party, than the water sides of this 
peninsula. About three hundred feet firom its point, the ancient 
engineers made a triple wall of earth, with exterior ditches, as 
shown on the plate. From the outer wall to the middle one, is 
forty-two, and from this to the inner one thirty-eight feet. All 
the ditches are yet (1850) three feet in depth, and the banks two 
to three feet high, as represented on the profile ai. If there 
were entrances or gate-ways on the land front, they are not now 
visible. Probably the entrance was effected by wooden steps, 
that could be easily drawn within the work. 

Inside the fort is a low mound, m, and near the road, at the 
edge of th^ village, a group of six still smaller and lower ones. 
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which contain human bones. This enclosed space was selected 
by the early white settlers for a cemetery. As the soil is a stiflF 
clay, and but a few feet in depth, resting upon layers of sand- 
stone flags, it has been abandoned as a place of burial. The 
crevices of the riyer ledges were, in the pioneer times, infested 
with yellow rattle-snakes, from whence in spring they spread 
themselves over the adjacent country. There is no higher land 
within arrow shot. This must be regarded as a very secure 
position, both artificially and by nature. 

The Domiciles of the Mound Buildeks. 

The archaeologists of Europe have discovered three styles of 
domicile, which were occupied by pre-historic races. In France 
and England there are remains of "pit dwellings,'* probably 
made with wood, the lower parts sunk several feet into the earth. 
In Switzerland there are still visible, in the waters of shallow 
lakes, the foundations of habitations set on piles, which were also 
places of defence. 

An earlier and ruder race in Belgium, and Eastern France 
occupied natural caves; which are no doubt the primitive domi- 
ciles of men. 

The caves of the United States, also exhibit evidences of occu- 
pation ; but the explorations do not yet show, how many races 
have made use of them. As at present knovm the relics of red 
men predominate. 

Over a vast field, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to Lake 
Superior; the indications of a dense ancient population are conclu- 
sive, but we have no certain evidences of the character of their 
habitations. The temporary shelters of the red races of the north, 
usually made of boughs, poles and bark, disappear in a few years. 
In the few cases where they construct cabins, they are wholly of 
wood, or of wood covered with earth. They are without the cel- 
lars of the ancient pit dwellers of Salisbury in England. 

The Mandans of the Upper Missouri, and the Digger Indians 
of the Pacific Coast; have in some cases however put earth on 
their lodges, making a slight excavation beneath them ; which 
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faintly shows the site of their villages. We should expect a peo- 
ple like the Mound Builders who had the intelligence, and the 
industry ; to construct so many, and so extensire earth works ; 
over a territory so hroad ; would have built for themselves com- 
fortable and permanent dwellings, of which the remains would 
now be visible. 

I wish to call attention to this subject by referring to pits, and 
artificial cavities; which still exist in the vicinity of ancient 
earth works in Ohio. In those which I have examined the evi- 
dence is by no means conclusive, as to their age or their purposes. 
The style of the earth works, in different parts of the Mound 
country, ip by no means the same. The differences are such, as 
to indicate at least three races or nations, as already stated ; but 
they may not have occupied their respective territories at the 
same time. 

Ancient Pits ob Cach^. 

On the farm of Mr. Andrew Hale at the northeaat comer of 
Bath, in Summit county, are the remains of two very remarkable 
groups of pits. Fifty years since when Mr. Hale commenced 
clearing away the heavy forest, which then covered this country; 
they were quite conspicuous, and were covered with trees of the 
largest size. 

The largest ^oup, was near the south line of lot 11, on a small 
branch running east into the Cuyahoga river, near where it 
crosses the north and south lines, between Bath and North Hamp- 
ton. It consisted of an enclosure or bank of earth of an irregular 
figure, approaching a pentagon ; with the comers rounded off. It 
was situated at the crest of a terrace, but a few feet above the 
branch; and was about one hundred and twenty feet across. 
Nothing but a dim outline is now visible, the ground having 
been plowed many times over. On the north and west sides at a 
distance of fifty to sixty rods is a high drift ridge, overlooking 
the valley of the brook. The soil is dry and gravelly. At pre- 
sent it has the appearance of a broad cavity, with a slightly raised 
rim. When Mr. Hale first saw it, there was a series of cavities 
like those hereafter described. 
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About half a mile north-west of this spot, on a part of the drift 
ridge just referred to, and at a much greater elevation, there was 
another but smaller group of pits. Here the embankment was 
only about thirty feet across. It stood on the edge of a dry 
gravelly terrace, and overlooked towards the north-west ; the valley 
of Hale's brook. This is also obliterated by the plow. 

Less than half a mile down the brook on the south bank stands 
a similar work, represented in Plate VII. This is still covered 
with growing trees, one of which is an oak, two and a half feet in 
diameter. Mr. Hale says it is in all respects like the others 
except the size. The largest diameter of this is sixty feet, the 
shorter one thirty. A man standing in the deepest pits can with 
difficulty look over the highest part of the bank, which encloses 
them. It is two to four feet high, and the pits two to six feet long, 
somewhat oblong, and irregular. The breadth of the bank is five 
to sixteen feet, the soil dry and gravelly, forming part of a plain 
about twenty feet above the creek. An open cut was made by us, 
at the south-east comer through the bank, and the pits ; and no 
relics, coals or ashes were found. The bottom of the cavities is 
clean sand and gravel, and somewhat dish shaped. 

On the stream above these remains there had evidently been a 
village or camp. Old hearths of stone, charcoal and ashes ; cover 
a large space on its northern bank. A large Indian trail passed 
near this old camp, and thence over the hills to the west; along 
which there were very old hacksor blazes, upon the trees. In one 
of them, Mr. H. found a leaden bullet forty years since ; which then 
had sixty annual layers of growth over it. Over one of the axe 
marks, there was a growth of one hundred and sixty layers. Near 
by on the hills, was an old and extensive sugar camp of the 
Indians. 

The only other work of this character in this vicinity, is repre- 
sented on Plate IV., upper comer at the right. It has the same 
ear like outline, with a narrow entrance; is situated on the edge 
of a terrace near water like the others, and has eight oblong pits 
in the interior. It is eighty-two feet in length, thirty feet broad 
at the narrowest part, and foi-ty-five at the widest. A part of the 
timber had been cut away but the stumps remained, and the 
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work was not injured by the hand of man. Outside of this group 
however, were a large number of pits at C ; not quite as deep or as 
regular as those within, which are also represented. On the eaat 
are the remains of a slight bank at B, inclosing a space one hun- 
dred and sixty feet long by one hundred feet broad ; which is in 
an old field. Mr. George McKisson on whose land it is found, says 
that in a state of nature, the pits within this embankment, were 
like those on the other side of the enclosure, at C. Here the soil 
is diy and gravelly requiring no draining. Some of the pits at C 
are partly down the side of the bluff; which led me to regard 
them as remains of cave dwellings, but on cleaning out some of 
them, and especially after making an open cut across B, it ap- 
peared necessary to abandon this conjecture. In one of them 
was nearly half a cart load of the blue hard pan or clay, which 
lies twelve to fifteen feet below the surface, and which crops out 
on the side of the gullies. Numerous springs of water issue at 
the top of this blue impervious clay. 

There is no rim of earth around the edges of these, or of any 
of the pits. The earth from the enclosed ones at B, is about 
equal to that of the embankment. It is the same for the one on 
Plate VII. The earth taken from those which are outside the 
enclosures, must have been carried away. They appear to have been 
sunk from two to four feet, with perpendicular sides ; probably 
sustained with wood, and the whole covered with wood or bark, 
of which nothing remains. 

Such cavities are found in many other places in Ohio and the 
north-west, generally near the old earth works. They are quite 
numerous on Kelly^s Island, opposite Sandusky; where they are 
regarded as the old caches of the red man. There is a group of 
them on the land of Mr. Edmund Ward, partly demolished by 
the east and west road past his house, which is almost identical 
with those on the Cuyahoga. In the vicinity implements of 
polished stone are abundant; such as axes or mauls, chisels, 
fleshers, and arrow points of flint. There are also on the Island 
small mounds and enclosures of earth, but as yet no implements 
of copper have been found there; or any of stone, that may not 
be of recent Indian make. No certain traces of the Mound 
Builders are known on this Island. 



Digitized by 



Google 



QTHBB OLD PITS. 29 

Around some of the ancient works in the south part of Ohio, 
there are old pits of irregular form, without borders. They are 
generally made in dry gravelly soil, and are both within and 
without the embankments. I have long regarded some of them 
as the remains of domiciles. If they are not, we have nothing 
which indicates what shelters were in use, by those old in- 
habitants. 

On the river bluff, above Piketon, in Kke county, there is one 
which was, in 1839, thirty feet aoross and twelve feet deep ; its 
outline being a perfect circle. This cavity is precisely what 
would result from a circular pit, twenty feet across, with upright 
sides, and about fifteen feet deep. It has not, to my knowledge, 
been cleared out. If it is an ancient habitation, there must be at 
the bottom, charcoal and domestic implements of stone. 

According to Squier and Davis, at Dunlop's earth work, in 
Boss county, there axe Jive; at another in Liberty township, same 
county, twenty, partly withyi and partly without the walls ; and 
at "Mound City" there are twenty mounds and seven pits. 

The works represented in Plates XVI and XVII, of the same 
book; show respectively five and six, large exterior pits. In the 
southern part of the State there are frequently, large and irregu- 
lar depressions that hold water, from which part of the earth 
of the banks was no doubt taken ; but most of them are too small 
in comparison with the embankments, to furnish a material part 
of the earth for them. They are not as regular or circular as 
those on the Cuyahoga. 

In article 155 of the Smithsonian Contributions (1852), I have 
described a remarkable series of ancient pits, on the north shore 
of Portage Lake, in Houghton county, Michigan. These have 
raised rims or banks, and are large and deep ; but are not circular. 
They have not been opened in such a manner, as to decide for 
what purpose they were made ; and are now in part covered by 
the village of Hancock. There are in these works features, 
which indicate more of the domicile than the cach6. 

In Montcalm county, Michigan, there is a collection of pits, 
described by Mr. Steele, which he regards as Indian caches. 
Near them are old com hills, on which are growing pine trees of 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 OMAHA LODGE& 

the usual size for that region. They are two and three feet deep, 
and there are pine trees in them, the same as those among the 
ancient hills of com. There are also relics of the red man in 
the yicinity. 

Mr. Alf D. Jones, of Omaha, has described the earth covered 
lodges of the Omahas, or Eromahas of the plains. They are 
twenty feet in diameter and ten feet high, with a long low 
entrance, like the snow-house of the Eskimos. The weight is 
sustained by posts and rafters, covered with brush. Over this 
they lay earth, which is taken in part from within ; and in part 
from an exterior trench. The sites of these abandoned villages, 
are plainly visible ; long after the woody parts of their lodges have 
disappeared, but the remains are in the form of low mounds, and 
not of depressions. There are other northern tribes who cover 
the base of their skin or bark lodges, with earth. Where earth 
is thrown up around the base of a wigwam, it leaves a low rim or 
bank generally in the form of a circle. 

Major Kennon, of the Eussian Telegraph Exploring Company, 
states that the permanent Kowaks of Siberia, have their lodges 
partly sunk into the soil. They enter their lodges, through the 
smoke hole in the top. Such domiciles, when abandoned, would 
leave circular pits, provided they are sunk so deep, that the earth 
covering is not sufficient to fill the cavity. At the bottom there 
is always a pile of ashes and charcoal, mingled with bones and 
broken utensils. These relics would remain immensely long 
periods of time ; and if our old pits were ever put to the same 
use, we should find the same evidence of it 

Near Salisbury, in England, there are old pits, usually circular, 
in all of which remains of fires and of stone implements, are 
found. I expect that farther examinations in our ancient pits, 
will show that some of them were sunk as a part of a lodge ; but 
in all that I have opened this evidence is wanting. 

Isolated Mounds. 

The largest artificial mound of the Cuyahoga Valley, is on 
the land and near the residence of CoL John Schoonova, in 
North Hampton. It is now eighteen feet high, and its base is 



Digitized by 



Google 



BELIOS. ft^ 

three hundred feet in circumference. Except for the purpose of 
making a milk house, it has not been opened. A short distance 
west of it, on a gravel ridge, which corresponds to the second 
terrace of the yalley, is an Indian burial ground ; and some irreg- 
ular cavities, probably caches. Excavations among the group of 
mounds, at the comers of Bath, Boston, Richfield and North 
Hampton townships, have disclosed very little of interest. The 
contents of one farther down the river, in Boston, and of a small 
work in the same vicinity, have already been noticed. There 
must have been a time, when this neighborhood was very 
populous. 

Most of the mounds in and near the city of Cleveland have 
been destroyed. About the year 1820, one which stood on the 
lot of the Methodist Church, at the comer of Euclid and Erie 
streets, was partially opened by Dr. T. Garlick and his brother 
Abel. Two implements were found, one of which was a bodkin 
or piercing instrument, made of green siliceous slate, very hard, 
and well polished; its upper or dull end is flattened, to make it 
more effectual in boring. The other was a piece of the same 
material, about six and one-half inches long, three wide, and at 
the middle three-eighths of an .inch thick, made thinner towards 
the ends. Flatwise near the middle, an inch and one-half apart, 
were two holes, about the size of a rye straw ; which tapered 
towards the center both ways. 

This class of stones is very common in Ohio. They are pre- 
sumed to have been used in sizing, and perhaps in twisting their 
coarse thread. The size of the holes is quite uniform, and the 
circular marks ol a boring tool are plain. From the mound 
on Sawtell avenue, opposite the Water Cure, Mr. Goodman 
and myself took an artificially wrought sphere, made of the 
iron stone of the coal series, two inches in diameter. It was 
perforated to the center by two tapering holes, at right angles to 
each other, by which it was probably suspended, as an ornament. 
Near it, and about three feet below the top, were four small cop- 
per rings or beads. Several feet away, and a little deeper, a stone 
whistle or call was found, which is figured on Plate VIII. Such 
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whistles^ flutes or calls^ as they are yarionsly named ; are common 
in the Ohio mounds. Some of them are flattened at the upper 
end like a bark whistle, and some have holes at the side like a 
flute. In this the bore is perfectly circular and straight, but 
tapers slightly towards the mouth hole. The material is fire 
clay rock of the coal series, polished without and within; the 
spiral marks of a revolying boring tool, being yet yisible. 

As this mound forms one of the ornaments of his grounds, Mr. 
Freese did not wish to have it demolished. Only a small part of 
it was opened, consisting of a cut from the east side to the center, 
where it was enlarged several feet in a circular form. At the 
base was a large bed of rammed gravel and clay, which was fol- 
lowed two and one-half feet below the natural surface ; without 
reaching undisturbed earth. The human skeleton, which almost 
every mound contains, was not found. To make such examina- 
tions complete, the tumulus must be entirely shoveled over, and 
also all puddled layers that may be noticed beneath it. 

The mounds of the lake country, are like the other earth works ; 
much smaller than those on the waters of the Ohio, but there is 
a close resemblance in the relics, throughout both regions. Their 
weapons of war are so imperfectly known, that they can neither 
be said to have been similar or dissimilar. 

There is no evidence that either of these ancient nations, made 
general war upon each other. Their fortified camps and villages, 
were more likely intended for the security of clans and tribes of 
the same people, against each other; like the feudal castles with 
which Europe is thickly dotted over. 

Among the works of the lake folk, are none which have a re- 
ligious aspect. There are no " altar mounds," truncated pyramids, 
or raised platforms ; such as are common farther south. 

Our aborigines have been seen to erect mounds of stone over 
their dead, and very rarely mounds of earth. But in all cases 
theirs are small and low, and the bodies were not burned. There 
is little diflSculty in distinguishing the Indian, from the Mound 
Builder tumulus, by its external aspects, but if there are doubts 
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on this pointy they are always put to rest when the relics are 
exhumed. 

EocK Inscriptions. 

As yet it is not known of what substance^ or in what form the 
ancient inhabitants fashioned their picks. It is evident they 
must haye had an instrument for this purpose, not only hard 
enough to work up earth, clay and hard pan ; but to cut sand 
stone, lime rock, and granite boulders. 

The rock inscriptioijs at Independence, Plate IX, were made 
upon a very Hard surface of grindstone grit, in which the 
marks of a sharp pick, are too plain to be mistaken. Those 
described by Mr. Squier, on the Guyandotte river, in West Vir- 
ginia, are worked out in the same way. On a flat grit of the coal 
series, a mile above Wellsville, on the north shore of the Ohio, is 
a large group of uncouth eflSgies, sunk into the rock by means of 
a pick. These are the work of the Indians. Those figured by 
Mr. Jas. W. Ward on boulders of sandstone, near Bamesville, 
Belmont Co., 0., are in a less hard material, and the points of 
the tool are not as plain, but are visible. 

There is reason to believe that the Independence and the 
Belmont County inscriptions, are more ancient than the others, 
and perhaps they are of the age of the Mound Builders. 

This people certainly wrought the copper mines of Point 
Kewenaw, on Lake Superior. On the walls of copper veins 
worked by them, I have seen marks of a pick; but no copper 
tool has been found, or at least not described; which would 
answer this purpose. 

During the bronze period in Europe, people had such a tool 
made of metal; and those made of horn, bone or wood, were 
common in the stone period. 

The Winnebagoes who mined lead at Dubuque, in Iowa ; nearly 
a century since, had a pick made of the horn of a deer, with a 
handle of wood. This evidently would not cut away the grits of 
Ohio, or the trap and granite boulders, on which we see the 
marks of a sharp and hard point It might have been done by 
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a point of flint or quartz, inserted in a stock of horn or bone; 
but as yet no such points have been described. 

The ancients also needed something resembling a pick, to 
work the flint quarries, of which there are many in Ohio. In 
working up ordinary earth, hoes, spades and picks of bone, could 
easily be made; but none of them have been found in the 
mounds. Spades, and probably hoes, of native copper have been 
found. 

The Independence Stone. 

Great care has been taken to obtain a correct sketch, of what 
remains of this inscription. A veiy rude drawing of it was pub- 
lished in Schoolcraft's great work upon the Indian tribes, in 
1854. He probably regarded it as the work of the red man. In 
1869, Dr. J. H. Salisbury, of this city, who has long been 
engaged in the investigation of rock inscriptions at the West, in 
company with Dr. Lewis, of the Asylum at Newburg, made a 
copy by means of full and exact measurements. 

As no sketch is of equal authenticity with a photograph, Mr. 
Thos. T. Sweeny, an artist of Cleveland, at our request went to 
Independence, and took a copy with his instrument The light 
on that day was not favorable, but the outlines of all the artificial 
work upon the stone, were thus secured with exactness. For the 
purposes of the engraver, the figures were filled in by Dr. Salis- 
bury from his sketch. The engravers, Messrs. Morgan & Val- 
lendar, have made of this perfected copy a faithful transcript 

Without expressing an opinion as "to the authors of these 
inscriptions, I present, in connection with the engraving, the 
details furnished by Dr. Salisbury: 

"Description of Sculptured Rocks at Indepbxdbkcx, 
Cuyahoga Co., O. 

"BY J. H. SALISBURY, M. D. 

"History. — Mr. W. P. Bushnell, who resides at Independence, 
and M. B. Wood, of Cleveland, state that these markings were 
discovered about 1853, while stripping the earth from the 
surface of a quarry, on the north brow of the hill on which 
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the village of Independence stands. Here the rocks projected 
in the form of a perpendicular cliff, from twenty to forty feet in 
height. On the top of this cliff, and near its edge, the markings 
were discoyered. The soil over the markings was from five to 
eight inches in depth, and was black, having been formed from 
decaying vegetation. A tree was growing directly over the 
markings, that was one foot or more in diameter. Within a few 
feet of the spot there was an oak tree, over four feet in diameter. 
This tree — some years previous to the discovery of the sculptured 
rock — ^had fallen nearly across the markings, and in 1853 was 
much decayed. Besides the markings represented in Plate IX, 
there were others adjacent, belonging to the same group; which 
had been destroyed by the quarry men, before Messrs. Bushnell 
and Wood were aware of it. Among the markings destroyed 
were the outline figures of a male and female, very well executed. 
There were also the representations of the wolfs foot, and figures 
of the feet of other animals. 

"At the time of the discovery the stone church at Independence 
was being built; and, at the suggestion of Deacon Bushnell and 
others, all the markings not previously destroyed, were carefully 
cut out and the block placed in the rear wall of the church, 
about eight feet above the ground. It was prudently placed at 
this height to prevent its being defaced. 

**In company with Dr. Lewis, Superinlendent of the Northern 
Ohio Lunatic Asylum, I visited the locality on the 5th day of 
June, 1869, and made careful drawings of all the markings 
visible on the block, in the rear wall of the church. These with 
accurate measurements, are represented in Plate IX, made more 
perfect by the use of Mr. Sweeney^s photography. 

^^Description. — The rock here described only contains a portion 
of the inscription. The balance was destroyed in quarrying. 
The markings on the portion of the rock preserved, consist of 
the human foot clothed with something like a moccasin or stock- 
ing; of the naked foot; of the open hand; of round markings, 
one in front of the great toe of each representation of the clothed 
foot; the figure of a serpent; and a peculiar character Wy which 
ought b^ taken for a rude representation of a crjab or crawfi8b> 
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but which bears a closer resemblance to an old-fashioned spear 
head, used in capturing fish. 

"The clothed feet are of five different sizes. There are 
eighteen impressions of this kind, arranged in nine pairs. Of 
the largest size, there are five pairs, a, c, g, Z, m. Of the next 
size smaller, there is only one pair, o. Of the next smaller size, 
one pair, q. Of the next smaller size, one pair, e] and of the 
smallest size, one pair. Of the naked foot there is only a single 
figure, which is rudely carved, and which is much longer than 
the clothed representations. There are two figures of the open 
hand — one with a large palm and short fingers — the other 
smaller, with the fingers long and slender. 

" The sculptures have all been made with a sharp pointed instru- 
ment, by the process of pecking, and sunk in throughout, instead 
of being mere outlines. The cuttings are from one-eighth to half 
an inch deep. The two hands are sculptured the deepest. In 
the illustrations, I have endeavored to give an idea of the mark-i 
ings left by the tool used ; though these are less evident than the 
representations. 

" The length of the largest feet in figures a, c, g, I, m, from the 
extremity of the great toe to the heel is six and three-fourths 
inches, and the width at the widest place two and three-fourths 
inches. The length of the next in size o, is five inches and width 
two and one-eighth inches, and of q five inches by two inches. 
Length of next smaller size e, three and a half inches and width 
one and three-fourth inches, and three and three-fourth inches 
by one and a half inches. The length of the naked foot s, is 
nine inches, and greatest width four and three-fourths inches. 
The great toe is one inch long, the second toe one and one-fourth 
inches long, — the third toe one and a half inches long; the 
fourth toe one and a fourth inches in length, and the little toe 
one inch long. 

" In the large hand t, the palm is five and a half inches long and 
three and a half inches wide. The length of the thumb is one and 
a half inches, — the index finger one and three-fourths inches, — 
the middle finger two inches, — the ring finger one and three- 
fourths inches, and the litUe finger one and a half inches. In 
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the other hand u, — the palm is three and a half inches long and 
two and a half inches wide. The length of the thumb is two and 
one-fourth inches, — the index finger two and a half inches ; — 
the middle finger two and three-fourths inches ; .the ring finger 
two and one-fourth inches ; and the little finger two inches. 

The diameter of the circular markings, — invariably found in 
front of the clothed feet, are as follows : — 5, one and one-eighth 
inches ; d, one and three-fourths inches ; /, three-fourths inch ; 
hy one inch ; k, half inch ; n, one and a half inches ; py one and 
one-fourth inches ; p, one inch. 

" The diameter of the serpent^s head is two and three-fourths 
inches. Length of body ninety-four inches, — making the entire 
length of the figure about eight feet. 

" In the sculptured figure w, the measurements are omitted. 

" It is evident this slab does not contain the entire inscription. 
The tracks ?, are only partially present ; while it is very probable 
that more tracks occurred in the direction a J, arranged in a 
line as those are from ctol, where there are ten tracks and eight 
round characters, and which are probably not all that were orgin- 
ally in this line, previous to the stones being quarried. The round 
markings in front of the clothed tracks, may have been intended 
to represent the tracks of dogs or cats ; lut at present they are 
so smoothed by time, that it is impossible to make out anything 
but simple irregular circular depressions. 

" The rock on which the inscription occurs, is the grindstone 
grit of the Ohio Reports, an extensive stratum in Northern Ohio, 
about one hundred and fifty feet below the conglomerate. It is 
almost pure silex, and possesses the property of resisting atmos- 
pheric changes to a remarkable degree. Boulders and projecting 
portions of the formation, from which this block was obtained, — 
that have been exposed to the weather for ages, — preserve per- 
fectly their sharp angular projections. As a building stone, it is 
superior, on account of its extreme durability. This durability 
of the rock, and the fact that these markings were covered with 
earth, explains why they have been so finely preserved. 

" The markings a, c, e, g^ I, m, o and q, have been supposed by 
Bome to represent the tracks of the buffalo. After oarefolly 
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measuring and drawing them, however, I have come to the con- 
clusion that they were designed to represent tracks of the clothed 
human foot, and as such have described them. 

" The so called bird tracks which are few and faint on this 
slab, are numerous and bold on most of the rock inscriptions of 

Ohio/' 

Serpent Effigies. 

The serpent or snake in some of its varieties, has had much to 
do with the symbolic worship of nations, especially the rude and 
ancient nations. This is shown not only in history, and as far 
back as we get information from this source ; but from inscrip- 
tions and eflSgies, that extend to still more ancient periods. 

In the third chapter of Genesis it is referred to as an example 
of subtlety, and is made the representative of evil or satanic 
power. By the oriental nations it is regarded as the embodiment 
of sagacity and cunning, allied to wisdom. Our Saviour desired 
his disciples to be as *^ wise as serpents," which in their circum- 
stances inculcated a high form of prudence. 

Dr. Kalisch an eminent student of the Asiatic people, says it is 
generally represented as the emblem of evil, disobedience, and 
contumely; but the Phoeniciaus and Chinese use it as a symbol of 
wisdom and power. The last named people imagine that the 
kings of heaven, have the bodies of serpents. It appears with 
great frequency among their pictorial representations. 

In Egypt this reptile was worshiped, as a symbol of health 
and life. It was probably in this aspect, that the Children of 
Israel regarded the brazen serpent, set up by Moses. 

The early inhabitants of our continent, placed the snake fore- 
most among their sculptures and their effigies. Among the 
North American Indians the evil principle is worshiped, or if 
not adored, is the object of supplication, as much as the good. 
The Ojibwas have their good and their bad Manitous, to both of 
whom they offer sacrifice and prayer. As a living creature they 
respect the snake, and treat it kindly. In ancient Mexico it was 
an object of worship. 

It is not therefore strange, that we find among the earth 
mounds of Ohio and Wisconsin; some which are in the form of a 
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serpent It was here, as in Asia and probably in all parts of the 
worlds an animal which symbolized something, which was held 
sacred. The sculptured effigies at Independence in this county 
and near Bamesville in Belmont county, 0., with their surround- 
ings, are no doubt records of religious sentiments or formulas, 
the meaning of which remains a mysteiy. 

Those made upon the sand rock near WeUsville, on the Ohio, 
are evidently the work of the red man, and among many animals 
and human beings grotesquely cut, is a rude rattlesnake with a 
fancy head. 

Serpent worship being as it were inherent with the barbarous 
and semi-barbarous races in all countries, there is nothing mar- 
velous in finding evidences of it here. 

Spindle Socket Stones. 

On Plate No. VIII is a Photographic copy, of one of hundreds 
of stones; found in this valley and throughout Northern Ohio. 
On one side, and sometimes on both, are circular cup-shaped 
cavities, from a mere point to a diameter of an inch and a hal£ 
They are nearly half the diameter in depth, and are perfectly 
symmetrical, forming nearly a hemisphere a little flattened. I 
have seen none that exceed an inch and a half across, and none 
that are deeper than the semi-diameter. They are evidently 
formed by revolution, for they are smooth and the section is a 
true circle. They are so numerous that they must have been in 
general use for domestic purposes. I have never seen them 
described among the relics of the mounds, or the implements of 
the savage races now in existence. 

From accounts that have reached us, of the mode of spinning 
among the Aztecs, and also the modem Mexicans; they used 
an upright wooden spindle like the stem of a top, on which was 
a stone collar to act as a balance wheel. The Romans, Greeks 
and Egyptians had something similar to this. The Puebla Indi- 
ans have been seen spinning cotton, on such a spindle fifteen and 
eighteen inches long, the foot of which rested in a bowl. None 
of the descriptions are very minute, as to the mode of twirling 
this primitive spindle. It could be done by hand, or by a cord. 
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wound seyeral times aronnd it, and pulled back and forth; or by 
a bow-string, worked each way, as the Iroquois did when they 
got fire by friction. The most primitive way of making twine is 
by twisting it between the thumb and forefinger, which is nearly 
as rapid as with a spindle worked by hand ; but with a spindle 
the thread can be wound, as fast as it is made, into a bunch by 
reversing the motion. 

In France and Italy there are peasants, who made thread re- 
cently on a wooden spindle with a stone whorl, or balance, twirled 
by hand ; and in the island of Islay, an old woman was seen 
spinning with a stick, on which she had impaled a potatoe to 
give it a steadier motion. 

It was not till the eighteenth century, that spindles were pro- 
pelled by wheels, which did not change the principle ; but only 
increased the speed and steadiness. 

We know the Mound Builders had a very coarse fabric like 
hemp, the threads of which resembled in size those of the gunny 
bags, made by#in equally rude people in India. They may have 
cultivated some plant for its fiber, or they may have appropriated 
that of the nettle, as the first settlers of the Miami valley did, 
who found it very durable. 

If a small socket was made in a stone, or a piece of wood for 
the foot of a spindle, which also passed through a hole or a forked 
stick, to steady it above ; a very rapid motion could be got up, 
by the bow-string; and the process of spinning carried on by 
one person. The foot of the spindle would wear a smooth round 
cavity, precisely such as we see on these stones. When it became 
deep the friction would increase, and its foot would be changed 
to another place on the same stone. Some of them are so near 
each other, that the rim between them is cut away. 

In the Ohio mounds, and on the surface, there is found flat 
circular stones, with a hole in the center, such as are found in 
England, and in the Swiss lake dwellings, where they are called 
** spindle whorls.** 

There is found also among the remains of the pile dwellings 
of the European lakes, a coarse cloth made of flax. 

These fiEicts induce me to regard these cavities, as part of the 
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spinning apparatus of the fort builders. The northern Indians 
were dressed in skins, when they were first encountered by the 
whites, and did not know the use of cloth. Their nets were made 
of coarse twine from the prepared bark of trees, and their mats 
from flat strips of bark or of rushes. 

In lower latitudes, on the waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
California, the Indians had cloth made of cotton, as they make 
it now. 

The stone represented here is one of six specimens in the mu- 
seum of the Western Eeserve Historical Society. 

Thumb and Finger Stones. 

There is in our collection a large representation of water worn 
pebbles and other stones, which have on each side an artificial 
cavity, which is not as large, as deep, or smooth ; as the spindle 
socket. These stones are generally elongated and flattened pebbles, 
not trimmed or altered except as to the artificial depression, or 
thumb place. Many of them are not of hard material, and the 
sunken places are often rough, as though they were sunk with a 
pick, not bored out by a revolving tool. The si^e of the depressions 
is about that of the end of a thumb, and they are exactly opposite 
each other. Some of them would not weigh more than a quarter of 
a pound, rising to a weight of two pounds. They are found on 
the surface and in the mounds. We have one which a party 
from our society took, from a depth of three feet below the natural 
surface, beneath a mound five feet in height, in North Hampton, 
Summit county, Ohio, about a year since. It lay among the re- 
mains of a charred skeleton, and with it were two flint arrow 
points, one of which is figured in Plate VIII. 

Most of those I have examined have their ends bruised and 
fractured, as though they were used as a light hammer. Mr. Wil- 
son, in his work on the ancient stone implements of Scandinavia, 
refers to hammers which he considers were flint breakers. Mr^ 
Evans describes similar stones, and both of these authors made 
flints with pebbles, used as hammers. With those in our collec- 
tion, even where the pebble is soft, I can easily chip fragments of 
the homstones or flint, from the Ohio pits. 
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Savage nations the world over have modes of manufacturing 
flint implements. After the block or piece is rudely trimmed by 
blows from a stone maul, flakes are split off by quick strokes 
with a small stone hammer. These splinters are fashioned by 
light blows of bone or horn chisels, or by a slight of hand pres- 
sui'e with a wooden implement ; throwing off light flakes. Obsi- 
dian quartz and glassy lava are wrought in the same way. 

Ancient Flint Quarries. 

Arrow points of flint or chert are so common in Ohio, that the 
sources of supply must have been large. Among the strata of 
our coal series are numerous bands of limestone, that frequently 
pass into cherfc, hornstone and flint. The famous " buhrstone,'^ 
in Jackson and Vinton counties, is one of those strata ; which, 
like all others of the coal-bearing rocks of Ohio, are very irregu- 
lar in thickness, quality and extent. 

It has long been known that a flint bed existed in Licking 
county, near Newark; and that it had been extensively quarried 
in ancient times. The old pits are now visible, covering more 
than a hundred acres. They are partially filled with water, and 
are surrounded by piles of broken and rejected fragments ; for it 
is only clear homogenous pieces, that can be wrought into arrow 
and spear points. With what tools and appliances the ancients 
wrought such extensive quarries, has not yet been settled. This 
flint is of a grayish white color, with cavities of brilliant quartz 
crystals. It appears the stones were sorted, and partially chipped 
into shape, on the ground; after which they were carried great 
distances over the country as an article of traffic; arrow points 
from these quarries having been found in Michigan. Many acres 
of ground are now covered with flint chips — ^the result of this 
trimming process. The business of manufacturing arrows, 
knives, spears and scrapers, no doubt became a trade among the 
Mound Builders, as it is known to have been among the Indians. 
What tools they used for this work is not known, although I 
conjecture that this was the use of the thumb stones. 

Flint arrow heads and implements, are not plenty among the 
relics of the mounds; but on the surface they are found on 
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nearly eyery cultivated farm in Northern Ohio. They were in 
general use among the red men, when the whites first came into 
their country. 

The Indians must therefore have worked the flint quarries, 
more extensively than the prior race. Several other places are 
now known besides " Flint Ridge/^ where old quarries are visible. 

There are some on the land of James Hoile, two miles south of 
Alliance, in Stark county, near the C. & P. Railroad. Here the 
color of the flint is red, white and mottled. 

Flint beds are also known in Tuscarawas county, west of the 
Muskingum River. 

The color in some localities is black. There are ancient exca- 
vations in Coshocton county, two miles south of Warsaw, which 
were doubtless made to procure the dark colored, impure chert, 
which here sometimes overlies a bed of cannel coal. 

On the Great Kanawha, in West Virginia, above Charleston, 
is a heavy chert bed, on the outcrop of which probably such 
quarries will be found. 

There is another on the Alleghany river, above Freeport, in 
Pennsylvania. 

It is on and near to rivers capable of canoe navigation, that 
the flint beds should be most extensively wrought, because the 
product could be more easily transported. 

Every Indian hunter required a large number of arrow points, 
and scarcely a day would pass, without losing some of them. As 
the Mound Builders were more of agriculturists, and less of 
hunters, they would require and would consequently scatter 
fewer of them over the country. Those which are found so pro- 
fusely on the surface, must have belonged principally to the red 
race. 

It was easier to fabricate knives, cutting edges, and warlike 
instruments, to be fastened in wooden handles, than the common 
arrow point; and yet very few flint implements are found, which 
were designed for such uses. In other countries, in early times, 
flint cutters were very abundant. They seem to have been 
among all people, the first invention to answer the purposes of 
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modem cutlery. The Jews used flint kniyes upon their sacri- 
fices. They haye also been found in the Egyptian pyramids. 

As late as the battle of Hastings, the English are supposed to 
haye used flint pointed arrows, against William of Normandy. 
Seyeral thousand flakes, kniyes and arrows, haye been taken out 
of the later quaternary or drift deposits, in Englcmd and Prance ; 
of the era of the caye man, made from flint nodules of the 
chalk. 

The Digger Indians of California, who represent the diluyial 
caye dwellers, in their mental and moral deyelopments ; manufac- 
ture flint kniyes and arrows at this time. 

In Mexico the lowest order of natiyes do the same, with 
obsidian — a yolcanic glass thrown out of yolcanoes. 

A general preyalence of these simple cutting implements, 
among the relics of a lost people, is quite conclusiye proof that 
they were yery near to their primitiye condition. 
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Charred cloth from an ancient 
mound in Butler county, Ohio; 
procured by Hon. John Woods. 

Bone beads, and red flint arrow 
point from a mound in Lawrence- 
burg, Indiana. 

Small earthen kettle, from same 
mound. A. G. Gage, Esq. 

These may be relics of the red 
man. 

Fac-slmiles in wood, of two stone 
implements from an ancient mound, 
corner of Euclid and Erie streets, 
Cleveland; taken out by Dr. T. 
Garlick, in 1820. 

They were made of a fine grained 
greenii^h striped metamorphic slate 
found on Lake Superior. One is a 
bodkin five inches long; the other 
a flat thin polished stone, six inches 
long, three wide, and three-eighths 
ithick in the middle, handsomely 
thining towards the ends. There are 
two holes through it at the center, 
made flatwise, one and a half inches 
apart, which taper towards the mid- 
dle. This is a common i-elic ol the 
mounds, and appears to have been 
used in spinning the coarse netting 
or cloth made by that people. 

Portion of a human jaw and 
teeth, three feet below a mound 
on Nathanisl Points^ land, 



Boston, Summit county, Ohio ; also 
a thumb and finger stone ; part of a 
call or whistle made of clay iron 
stone, and two flint arrow heads, 
without necks. (Plate VIII.) 

Portion of an Oak Post, forming 
part of a row around a human 
skeleton, from a mound of loose 
stone forty feet high, near Jack- 
town, Licking county, Ohio. I. N. 
Wilson, Newark, Ohio. 

Plates of silvery Mica, from an 
ancient work near Portsmouth, O. 

A sphere of Iron Ore, two inch 
in diameter, with holes for suspend 
ing it, m.ide at right angles to each 
other. Four copper beads or rings. 
A stone call or whistle of fire" clay 
rock. (See Plate VIIL) From a 
mound on the homestead of A. 
Freese, Esq., Sawtell avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Fac-simile in wood of a large 
copper dagjrer or dirk, wrought 
from a nugget, found seven feet be- 
low the surface at Ontonagon, Lake 
Superior. A. W. Eckhart. 

Numerous other copper tools cal- 
culated for cutting wood, for min- 
ing, and for weapons, have been 
found near the mouth of the Onto- 
nagon river, and at the ancient 
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copper mines ten to twelve miles 
up the river. The Mound Builders 
worked these mines probably two 
thousand years or more ago. 

Spindle Socket Stones. 

1. Kelly's Island, en^rraved Plate 
VIII, from a Photograph of the 
original. Dr. E. Sterling. 

2. Independence. Cuyahoga co., 
Ohio. W. H. Knapp. 

H. East Cleveland. P. H. Bab- 
cock. 

4. Chattanooga, Tenn. Dr. J. S. 
Newberrt. 

5. Northfleld, Cuyahoga county, 
Ohio. A. and L. Bliss. 



Fac-simile in copper of a spear 
head, from an ancient mound near 
Sterling Illinois. Chicago Academy 
of Natural Science. 

Pieces of skids and shovels of 
wood, and mauls of stone; from 
the ancient copper mines of Lake 
Superior, ten to twenty feet below 
the surface. 

Among the numerous relics of 
the aborigines or red men, are some 
that probably belong to the Mound 
Builders, but in separating them 
we place nothing to the credit of 
this race, where there is doubt in 
regard to its origin. 

They had some stone implements 
in common; and they have been 
left by both races in the same 
mounds. 
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CLEVELAND, 0., JULY, 1871. 
HISTORICAL AND ARCH^OLOGICAL TRACTS, 

NUMBER SIX. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

FIRST WHITE SETTLERS IN OHIO. 



An article appeared in the Cleveland 
Herald in the spring ot 1871 announcing 
the receipt by the Historical Society from 
the Department of State at Washington 
of valuable transcripts ol letters and docu- 
ments. They have now been examined 
and are highly interesting, relating as most 
ot them do, to settlements and attempted 
settlements northwest ot the Ohio River 
prior to that of Manetta in the spring of 
1788. 

The announcement of this discovery has 
attracted the attention of students in his- 
tory, particularly of those who reside in 
the States formed out of that vast region, 
the old Northwestern Territory as de- 
fined by the ordinance, of 1787. These 
disclosures have nowhere excited more at- 
tention than at Marietta, so long regarded 
as the first formed, first named, and first 
peopled s«'ttlement by the English race in 
Ohio. 

It has hitherto been supposed that with 
the exception of traders and missionaries 
and tlie occupation by the military under 
Colonel Harmar durins: the existence of 
the Confederation no attempts had been 
made prior to 1788 at permanent occupa- 
tion for the purpose of cultivating the 



soil. I do not here propose to enter into a 
discussion of this point, preferring first to 
present the material in our possession. 

A brief reference to some of the early 
occupants both French and English will 
not however be out ot place. As early as 
the year 1745 English traders penetrated 
as far as Sandusky or *'St. Dusky" and es- 
tablished a post on the North side of the 
Bay near the carrying place or portage 
from the Portage River across the Penin- 
sula. They were driven away by the 
French probably in 1748 or 1749. During 
this period a celebrated Indian trader from 
Pennsylvania by the well known name of 
Gkorge Cro^han had a station at or near the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga then known as 
the Cayahaga, and sometimes as Hioga. 
In 1750 or 1751 the English Post at Pick- 
awillany was established at a town of the 
Miamies or Tawixtawes near the mouth 
of Loramie's Creek, in Shelby county 
Ohio. The French and Indians "destroyed 
this post in June 1752. In 1761 Frederick 
Post, a Moravian missionary established a 
mission on the Tuscarawas near Bolivar 
on the line between Stark and Tuscarawas 
counties, Ohio. Until the cession made to 
the United States by Virginia of her claims 
on the northern bank of the Ohio river, 
her citizens regarded Ohio as a part of the 
old Dominion and undertook to locate 
their land certificates here. Before the 
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war of the revolution Great Britain had 
great difficulty in confining her adventu- 
rous colonists to the southern side of the 
Ohio. At a Congress of the Colonies held 
at Albanv in 1754, Benjamin Franklin pre- 
sented the dratt of an English Confeder- 
ation very much like ttie one now adopted 
for Canacia. The plan was adopted by the 
Congress but declined by England. A 
part of this scheme was the establishment 
of a colony at the mouth of the Cuyahoga 

Protected by a fort and another on the 
>hio river. Colonel Brodhead, was the 
military commander at Pittsburg during 
the early part of the war of the- Revolu- 
tion whose letters we now proceed to eive 
so far as they relate to the settlers north ot 
the Ohio. The salt spring in Weathers- 
field, Trumbull county, was well known 
to the English in 1754, and also the exist- 
ence of bituminous coal and petroleum 
springs in Ohio. The correspondence 
which is quite fragmentary is presented 
in the order of dates as near as practi- 
cable. 

COL. BBODHBAn TO JOHN JAT, 1779. 

PiTTSBUBG, Oct. 28, 1779. 

Sib— Since I did nayself the honor to ad- 
dress you by a former letter, some of the in- 
habitants from TouKha^nia and Ohio eoanties 
have been hardy euon^ to cross the Ohio 
River and make small improvements on the 
Indian lands from the nver Mnskinfcnm to 
Fort Mclntosn and thirty miles up some of 
the brancbes of the Ohio River. As soon as 
I received information of the trespass, I de- 
tached a party of sixty men nnder command 
•f Caut. Clarke, to apprehend the trespassers 
and destroy their huts, which they have m a 
great measure effected, and lik6wise;dispatched 
a ninner to the Chiefs of the Delawares at 
Oooshoeking to prevent their attackinti^ the 
innocent inhabitants, but as yet have received 
no answer from them. Capt. Clarke informs 
me that the tresspassers had returned and that 
the trespass appeared to have been committed 
upwards of a month a^o. It i« hard to de 
termine what effect this impudent conduct 
may have on the minds of the Delaware chiefs 
and warriors, but I hope a favorable answer 
to the speech J sent them. I presume a line 
from voiir Excellency to the Governor and 
Council of Virginia will tend to prevent a 
future trespass and the murder of many inno- 
cent families on this frontier. 

I have the honor to be with perfect respect 
Your Excellency's most obt. and most 
H'ble Serv't 

D. Bbodhbad, 
Col. Command'g W. D. 

His Excellency Jno. Jay, Esq. 

bbodhbaf) to washington. 

Pittsbubgh, Oct. 26, 1779. 

Dbab Gbn'l— Immediately after I had 
closed my last (of the 9th of this instant) I 
rec*d a letter from Col. Shepherd, Lieut, of 
Ohio County, informing me that a certain 
Decker, Cox & Comp'y with others had 



crossed the Ohio River, and committed tres- 
passes on Indian lands ^^ herefore I ordered 
sixty rank and file to be equipped, and Capt. 
Clarke of the 8th Penn. reg't proceeded 
with this party to Wheellnar with orders to 
cross the river at that p ■ , and to ajiDrehend 
some of the principal tresspassers and destroy 
their hntts. He returned without flndins^ any 
of the tresspas^erti, but dt^stroyed some huts. 
He writes me the iuhubirtinis have made small 
improvements all the way from the Muskin- 
gum River to Fort Mcintosh and thhty miles 
up some of the Branches. I sent a ruiiner to 
the Delaware Council at Coohochin&r to in- 
form them of the trespass, and assure' them it 
was committed by some foolish people, and 
requested them to rely on my doing them 
justice and punishing the offenders, but as yet 
have not received an answer. 

• « • « « 

I have the honer to be with perfect re^rd 
and esteem, your Excellency's most 
Ob't H'ble 8erv»t 

D. Bbodhead. 
His Excellency Gen. Washington. 

bbodhead to BfAJOB TATLOK 

Headquabtebs, Pittsbubgh, ( 
Nov. 21, 1779. f 

Dbab Sib— ♦ ♦ ♦ I am glad 
to hear of Capt. Vance's return, but I sia- 
ceiely wishhehad taken imder euard some 
of those fellows who, by their umieensed en- 
croachments on the Indian's Hunting grotmds, 
seem determined to provoke new calamities 
to the already much aistressed inhabitants of 
the frontier ; and as I consider it a duty n«t 
to be dispensed with, I desire you will send a 
p^&rty equal to that nnder the command of 
Captain Vanee, to go in search of those dis- 
turbers of the general tranquility, and give 
them orders to apprehend any white man who 
may be f otmd huBtins: or encamped on the In- 
dians' lands, and use all possible means for 
that purpose 

The party cannot render more essential ser- 
vices to the country, than by apprehendinic 
silly people in order that proper examples may 
be made, and the effusion of blo*d (conse- 
quent) be prevented. 

# • * * » 

I am with great regard 

Tour Most Humble Servant 
Dan'l Bbodhead, 
Col. Commadiog W. D. 
Major Richabd Tatlob. 

8BTTLEMENT AT THB SALT SPRINGS, 
TRUMBULL COUNTY. 

During the revolutionary war a party ot 
settlers from Port Rtt btult a number of 
cabins at the Salt Springs, in what is now 
the township of Weathersfield, Tiumbull 
coimty. Here they lived in peace and 
secmity, tilled the land, and made salt 
which they sold to the Moravian Indians. 
How many congregated there is not known, 
but from me reports of Colonel Harmar it 
is judged there were ten or more families. 
These had been located at the sprin^rs by 
Pennsylvania traders, who claimed the 
land by reason of purchases from the In- 
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dians. Uarmar sent Ensign Armstrong in 
May 1785, and after dispossessing the in- 
habitantS) burnt their cabins and destroyed 
all improvements about the Springs. The 
land was afterwards purchased by General 
Samuel H. Parsons and Jonathan Heart 
ot Connecticut. 

On the 30th ot November, 1783, a pre- 
liminary treaty of peace between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain was sigaed at 
Paris, and a detinitive treaty was signed 
at the same place by American and 
EnglisLi Commissioners, on the 3d of 
SeptemOer 1783. By ttiat treaty the Uni- 
ted State?* became a free and inaependont 
nation. Under its provisions tlie English 
evacuated New York on the 26th ot No- 
vember 1783, when the acknowledgement 
of our sovereignty as a nation became a 
reality, tor no foreigu soldier was trom 
that day in power on the territory ot tbe 
thirteen colonies. The government of the 
United States claimed that by the terms of 
the treaty of Paris, all the territorv North- 
west of the Ohio to the Mississippi, was 
surrendered to the United States, but 
Great Britain refused to acknowledge ihi« 
claim until 1796, when all their posts with- 
in the tract reterred to were delivered to 
the United States. 

On tlie 21st of January, 1785, a treaty 
was concluded at Fort Mclntosb, between 
Qeorse Rogers Clarke, Richard Butler 
and Arthur Lee as Commissioners for the 
United States, and the representatives of 
the Wyandot, Delaware, Chippewa and 
Ottawa Nations, with this clause : 

*'£f any citizen of the United States, or 
ottier person, not being an Indian, shall at- 
tempt to settle on any of the lands allotted to 
the Wyandot and Delaware Nations in this 
Treaty, excepting tbe lands reserved to the 
United States in the preceding; article, snch 
person shall forfeit the protection of the 
United States, and the Indians may punish 
him as they please." 

The treatv made at Fort Finney, at the 
mouth of the Great Miami, January 31, 
1786, between George Rogers Clarke, Rich- 
ard Butler, and Samuel H. Parsons, Com- 
missioners on the part ot the United States, 
and the chi<^fs and warriors of the Shawa- 
nees, provided in article VII: 

**If amy Citizen or citizens of the United 
States shall presume to settle upon the lands 
allotted to the Sha^anees Dy this Treaty, he 
or they shall be pat ont of the protection of 
the United States.*' 

THE INDIAN COMMtSSIONBBS TO OOL. HABMAR, 

1785 
'^Surveyim; or setthng the lands not within 
the limits of any particular State belnj; forbid 
by the United States in Congress assembled, 
the commandant will enploy such force as he 
may deem necessary in driving ofi persons at- 
tempting to settle on the lands of the United 
States." 



Given at Fort Mcintosh, this 24th day of 
Janna^y, 1785. ( G. R. Clark, 

< Richard Butler, 
( Arthur Lbs. 

Owing to the small force under his com- 
mand, it was impossible at that time for 
Colonel Haimar to carry into effect the 
orders of the Commissioners. Even had 
the number of troops been sufficient. Col- 
onel Harmar, in his disci*etion as com- 
mander, would have long hesitated before 
driving trom their houses in midwinter in 
a wilderness, those who had settled on the 
public lands. As it was, he waited until 
he obtained further instructions from the 
government, then vested in Congress. In 
a note to Harmar the Hon. Richard Henry 
Lee, President of Congress, approved of 
the orders of the Commissioners, and di- 
rected them to be parried into execution. 
This was in March. Toward tne latter 
end of the month, the following instruc- 
tions were given to Ensign John Arm- 
strong. 

Fort McIntosh, March 29, 1785. 
To Ensign John Armstrong, 

Sir :— HaviuK leceived intelligence that 
several persons in defiance of the orders of 
Congress, ha?e presumed, to settle on the 
landb of the United Suites, on the western 
side of the Ohio, about forty or fifty miles 
from hence, you are hereby ordered to pro- 
ceed with your party as far down as opposite 
Wheeling, and dispKJssess the said settlers. 
At Wheeling: yon willleave copies of the above 
instructions which I received from the honor- 
able, the Commissioners for Indian Afiairs, 
and of these your orders, in order thataU per 
sons may be fally acquainted therewith. 
I am Sir, y<nr humble servt, 
Jos. Harmar, 

Ll Col. Comd. 

Ensign Armstrong left on his mission on 
the 81st of March. His operations are fiilly 
del ailed in the following official reports. 
Fort MoIntosh, 12th Apnl, 1785. 

Sir: 

Agrtseable to your orders, I proceeded with 
my party earlv on the 81st of March down th« 
river Ohio. On the Ist instant, we crossed 
little Beaver and dispossessed one family. Four 
miles from there we found three families liv- 
ing in sheds, but they having no raft to trans- 
port their effects, I thought proper to give 
Uli the I2th inst., at which time they promised 
to demolish their sheds and move to the east 
side of the river. 

At Teilow Creek I dispossessed two famihes 
and destroyed thdr buildings. The 2d beiiifi[ 
stormy, no business could oe done. The 8a 
we dispossessed eight families. The 4th we ar- 
rived at Mingo Bottom, or Old Town. I read my 
instructions to the prisoner Ross, who declared 
they never came from Congress, for he had 
late accounts from that Honorable body, who 
he was well C9nvinced crave no such instruc- 
tions to the Commissioners. Neither did he 
care from whon. they came, for he was deter- 
mined to hold his possession, and i^ I should 
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destroy his honse he would build six more in 
the course of a week. He also cast many re- 
flections on the Honorable, the Ck>n- 
ipress, the Commissioners, and the com- 
manding officer. I concaved him to 
he a dan^eroos man, and sent hia. 
undei^ard to Wheeling. Finding most of 
the settlers in this place were tenants under 
the prisoner; I eave ihem a few days at which 
time they promised to move to the eastern 
side o! the Ohio* aod that they would de- 
molish their haildUigs. Oa the eveninfi: of the 
4th, Charles Norris* with a party of armed 
men, came to my qaarters in a hostile man- 
ner and demanded my instructions. After 
conversing with them for some time and 
showing my instructions, the warmth 
with which they first expressed them- 
elves appeared to aliate, and from some 
motive lodged their arms with me till mom- 
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L learnt from the conversation of the party 
thatat NorrisesTowE (by them so chilled) eleven 
miles further down the river a party of sevenU 
or eighty men were assembled with a determi- 
nation to oppose me. 

Finding Norris to be a man of influence in 
that country I conceived it to my interest to 
make use of him as an instrument which I 
effected by informing him it was my intention 
to treat any armed party I saw as enemies to 
my country, and would fire on them if they 
did not disperse. 

On the 5th when I arrived within two miles 
of the town or place where 1 expected to meet 
with opposition, I ordered my men to load 
their arms in presence of Norris and tben de- 
sired him to go to the party and inform them 
of my instructions. 

I then proceeded on with caution but bad • 
not got far betore the paper No. 1 
was handed me by one of the party, to 
which I replied I should treat with no party, 
but Intended to execute my orders. 

When I arrived at the town there were about 
forty men assembled who had deposited their 
arms. After I bad read to them my instruc- 
tions they agreed to move off by the 19th inst. 
This indulgence 1 thouehtproperto grant, the 
weather being too severe to turn them out of 
doors. The 6th 1 proceeded to Haglins' or 
Mercer's Town, where I was presented with 
paper No. 2, and from the humble and peace- 
able disposition of the people, and the impos- 
sibility of their moving off immediately, I 
gave them to the l^h, and believe they will 
generally leave the settlement at that time. 

At that place I was informed that Charles 
Norris and John Carpenter had been by the 
people elected Justices of the Peace, that thev 
had, I found, precepts, and decided there- 
on. 

I then proceeded on till opposite 
Wheeling, where I dispossessed one family, 
and destroyed their buildings. 

I hope. Sir, the indulgence granted to some 
of the inhabitants will meet your approbation. 
The paper No. 8 is an advertisement, a copy of 
which is posted up in almost every settlement 
on the western side of the Ohio. 

Three of my party beine: lamed, I left them 
about forty miles from this place, under the 
care of a Corporal. The remainder I have or- 



dered to gain thdr respective companies, and 
the prisoner I haye delivered to the care of the 
garnson guard. 

I am sir with every respect. 
Your obedient servt, 
John Armstbono, 
Ensign. 
To Colonel Harmar, or the chiefest In com- 
mand at Fort McIntOBL . 

8iB:~AfiTeeably to the order we have Re- 
ceived for Removing off the L»ndsto the West 
of the Ohio, we are preparing to execute tha 
utmost dilllfi^nce but find it will be impracti- 
cable to uit&ely clear off the place. Accord- 
ing to our engagements with Enslsn Arm- 
strong when we received the orders, which, if 
you will condescend to take imder your con- 
sideration, we make no doubt you will Readily 
Grant, for we have neither houses nor lands to 
move too; have every Necessary to Procure by 
our Labour, for the Support of our f amities and 
stocks, for we have no money. Therefore if 
you Can Consistant with your Honor allow ns 
a few Weeks more to move off and prepare 
Dwellings to move to, we shall Greatly Ac- 
knowledge the favour. 

We havo sent a full Representation of 
our distressed circumstances by way of 
Petition to Comrress, and whatever Orders 
and Regulations they in their wisdom 
may think proper to prescnbe we shall as in 
duty bound obey. 

Therefore the f urtherest time we request is 
till we know the resolutions of Congress hi 
regard to our petition, which if you grant, 
we request the favour of you to send us 
your pleasure and directions by the Bearer, 
Mr. James Cochran, which will be gratefully 
acknowledged by your humble Serv*ts, the 
Subscrioers : 

Thomas Tilton, James Clark, 

John Nixon, his 

Henry CassiLI, Adam [^ HJ house, 

John Nowles, mark 

John Tilton, Thomas Johnson, 

John Fizpatrick, Hunamet Davis, 

Daniel Menser, William Wallace, 

Zephenla Dunn. Jos. Rebum, 

John McDonald, Jon. Mapirs, 

Henry Froggs, W^illlam Mann, 

Wiland hoagland, William Kerr, 

Michael Rawlings, Danie^ Duff, 
Thomas Dawsson, Joseph Ross, 
William Shlf , Jamee Watson, 

Solomon Delong, Abertlons Bailey, 

Charles Ward, Charles Chambers, 

Fred'k Lamb, Robert Hill, 

John Riff don, James Pauf, 

George Atchinson, William McNees 
Hanes Plley Archibald barbson, 

Walter Cain, William Bailey, 

Jacob Light, Jonas Amspoker, 

James Weleams, Nicholas Decker, 

Jesse Edgerton, John Piatt, 

Nfttbanial Parremore, Benjaiuin Reed, 
Jesse Parremore, Joseph Godard, 

Jacob Clark, Henry Conrod, 

John Custer, William Carpenter, 

Thomas McDonald, John Godard, 
James Noyes, Georg:^ Reno, 

JohnCasstleman John Baebanan, 

Daniel Mathews. 
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Sir: 



Fort McIntosh, 13lh April 1785. 



As tbe folio winff information through' 
you, to the honorable the ConRreBS, maybe of 
-some service, I trust you'd noc be displeased 
therewith. It is the opinion of many honorable 
men (with whom I conversed on my return* 
from Wheeline) that if the Honorable the 
•Congress don't fall on borae speedy method to; 
prevent people from settling on the Lands of: 
ihe United States, west of the Ohio, that: 

• country will soon be mhabited by bandits 
whose actions are a disgrace to human nature. 

You wiii in a few days receive an address 
from the Magistracy of Ohio County through 
which most of those people pass;' many of 
whom are flying from justic**. 

I have Sir taken some pains to distribute 

• copies of your instructions, with those from 
the Honorable, the Commissioners for Indian 
Afiairs. into almost every settlement west of 
the Ohio, and bad them posted up at most pub- 
lic places on the east side of the river, in the 
pei&rhborhood through which thope peoplepass. 
Notwithstandins: ttiey have saw and read 
those Instructions they are moving to the un- 
;8ettled country by forties and fifties. 

From the best information I could receive 
there are at the falls of Hawk Hawkms [Hock- 
hocking], upwards of three hundred families. 
At Muskingum a number equal. 

At the [word Illegible] Towns there are sev- 
eral families and more than fifteen bundred on 
the rivers Miame & Slota. From Wheeling to 
that place there is scarcely one Bottom on the 
river but has one or more familieii living 
thereon. 

In consequence of the Advertisement by 
-John Arabersou I am aprised meetings will be 
held at the times therein mentioned. 

That at mengons and Haglins Town men- 
tioned in my report of vesteiday, the Inhabit- 
:iints had come to a resolution to comply wiih 
the requisition of the Advertisement. 

The supposed distance from this place to 
Wheeling pursuintf the river, is seventy miles. 
I am Sir with due respect. 

Your most Obedient Servant. 
John Armstrong 

Ensiun. 

To Col. Harmar. 

Fort McIntosh, April 2, 1785. 

To all those persons who have Settled on 
the Lauds of the United States, westward of 
the Ohio River contrary to the Orders of Con- 
gress. 

" I have received your Representation by 
James Cochran, and must inform you that my 
instructions are positive in driving ofi by force 
■all persons who presume to settle upon or 
survey the Lands of the United States. 

As you inform me that you have sent on a 
petition to Congress \ipon the subject, and 
upon a consideration of your present dis- 
tressed circumstances, according to your own 
flcsount, I am induced to forbear sending auy 
troops for one month from this date to dis- 
possess you, or until further orders from an* 
ihority. 

At the same time yon must be as expe- 
4itloa8 as possible in preparing to remove 
T ourselves, as 1 am very confident that the 
honorable body the Congress, will not grant 



the prayer of your petition, in which case I* 
shall be under the necessity of executing my 
orders. J09. Uabmab, : 

Ll CoL Comd. : 

The Indian commissioners were men of 
character and distinctioni, in whom the 
public had full confidence. Arthur Lee 
was a native oif Virginia and a man of fine 
talents. During the revolution he repre- 
sented this country at the Court of Ver- 
sailles, and in 1784 was selected by Con- 
gress to treat with Western Indians. Mi, 
Lee died December 14, 1793, aged 52 years. 

G3orge Rogers Clark has been called 
^'tlie Washington of the West."" A Virginian 
by birth he rendered invaluable services tO 
America during the War for Indepen- 
dence. His appointment as Indian Com- 
missioner was a happy selection, for he 
was a man of great nerve, indomitable will 
and enetffy. whose voice was potential 
among the Savage nations. 

Fort McI^TOSH, 

May Ist, 1785. 

Sir:— 

In obedience to the instructions rcf- 
celved from the honorable, theCommissioneis 
for Indiam Afiairs, npi>n their departure from 
this post, I have to inform your Excellency, 
that I detached Eneisn:) Armstrong **with a 
party of twenty men" furnished with fifteen 
days provisions, on the 3 1st of March last, to 
dispossess sundry persons who had presumed 
to settle on the lands of the United States on 
the Western side of the Ohio River. 

The enclosed copy of the instructions to- 
gether with his orders were posted up at 
Wheeling and dletiibuied throughout the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, in order that all 
persons mierht be fully acquainted therewith. 

Ensign Armstrong: having marched with 
bis party as far down as opposite 
Vvheelinsr, which is about seventy from hence, 
Dursueing the course of the river, and execut- 
ing his orders (except in a few indulgencies 
granted on account of the weather), returned 
on the 12th ulto. 

I have the honor of enclosing to your Ex- 
cellency, his report with sundry petitions, 
handed him by the settlers, hkewi&e the 
opinion of some reputable Inhabitants on the 
Eastern side of the river, with respect to them. 

On the 20th tdt. I received the inclosed 
representation slgnM by 66 of tbem nraying 
for a further indulgence of time, and inform- 
ing me that they had sent on a petition to 
Coneress upon the subject. 

In auswer to which I thought it most ex- 
pedient to errant them one month from the 
21st ulto. to remove themselves, at the expir- 
ation of which time, parties will be detached 
to drive off all settlers within the dis- 
tance of one hundred and fifty miles 
from the garrison, which ' in my 
present situation is all that Is practicable. 
The number ol settlers lower down the river 
is very considerable, and from all accounts 
daily increasing. 

I would therefore (before I proceed farther 
in the busineR^) beg to know the pleasure of 
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-your ExcellencT, and jonr particalar order 
upon tbe tubject. 

I have tbe bonor to be witb tbe biiiibest es- 
teem and respect, 
Tour £xcellencT> 

Moet bumble and obt aerrant. 

Job. Habmar, 
Lt CoL Comd. let Amer. Reigt 
Hif EzcoUency 

Ricbard Henry Lee, 

President of Congress. 

It )8 possible tbat papers exist whicb 
will detennine tbe exact location of tbe 
yanons settlements mentioned in Ensi^cn 
Armstrong's report From ti^e distances 
given by bbn, we are enabled to fix tbe 
iocidities as follows : — 

Ist Tbe settlers on or near the Little 
Beaver were in what is now Columbiana 
comity, Ohio. 

2d. Those four miles from the Little 
Beaver were also in Columbiana county. 

3d. Tbat at Yellow Creek was near 
"Wellsville, Colmnbiana county. 

4tb. Tbe eight famihes between Yellow 
Creek and Mmgo Bottom were in Jeffer- 
son county. 

6tb. The settlement at Mingo Bottom 
was in Jefferson county, tbree nailes below 
SteubenviUe on farms fbrmerly belojiging 
to J. H. Hallock and Daniel Potter. 

6tb. The place called Norris' Town, 
was in Jefferson county, fourteen miles 
below Steubenville. 

7th. Haglin's or Mercer*8 Town, be- 
tween Norris* Town and opposite Wheel- 
ing, was in Belmont county. 

8th. The settlement opposite Wheelioff 
was in what is now Pease Township, Bel- 
mont county. 

In many parts of the State after the per- 
manent settlers became located,tract8 were 
found which had been partially cleared 
and a new growth of timber formed. 
Especially was this the case along the Ohio, 
on tbe same ground passed over by En- 
sign Armstrong. 

^Tbe Congressional Committee, conslstiDg of 
Mr. Howell, Mr. Grayeon, Mr. McHenry, Mr. 
Pettit and Mr. Kmg, to whom was referred a 
letter ot tbe first of May, 1785, from Col. J. 
Harmar,— Report 

That Congress approve of the conduct of 
Colonel Earmar in carrying into execution the 
order siven him by tbe Ccmmissioners foi re- 
moving intruders 'from the lands of the Uni- 
ted States. 

That he be authorized to remove the troops 
under tus command, and to take post at any 

Slaee on or near the River Ohio, between 
Luskingum and the ereat Sllami, which he 
shall conceive most advisable for farther car- 
rying into efiect the l>cfore mentioned order. 

That tbe Board of Treasury advance Colonel 
Barmar six hundred dollurs on account and 
for the purpose of trantportinfi: the said troops 
and their baggaj^e to pach place as he shall 



deem proper for the advance of the public ser- 
vice. 

June 24, 1785. 

Ordered. Tbat tbe first and second para- 
graphs l>e referred to the Secretaries at War to* 
take order. That the third paragraph be re- 
ferred to the Board of Treasnry to take order. 
FoKT MoIntosh, June 15, 1785. 

Sib: ♦ ♦ ♦ * * 

I nave already sent you a copy of Ensign 
Armstrong's report, from which yon will have- 
learned tbe extent and character of the settle- 
ments west of tbe river. Most of those en- 
gaged in this business are shiftless fellowK 
from Pennsylvania and Vinrinia, tbongh I 
have seen and conversed witb a few who ap- 
pear t* be intelliirent and honest In their pur- 
poses. A few days after Ensign Armstrong 
retn*'ned, I dispatched him with a small force- 
to Salt Springs towards the Lakes, to disposs- 
ess a nnml>er of adventurers who had located 
there. This he accomplished without serious* 
diflMculty. * * * * # 

• • • « • • • 

Tbe force under my command, would not 
wanant tbe sending a detachment to the 
Scioto or Miami, but I have sent written 
notices by trustworthy Indians to all who 
have settled there. Be assured Sir, I shall 
make every etiort within my means, for carry- 
ins: out } our orders, and those of the honor- 
able, the Confirress. 

1 am, your very obedient servant, 

Jos Habmab. 

Hon'attle 

Major General Knox. 
FoBT MclNT^SH, June 21. 1785. 

Deab Johnston : 

* • * * « * « 

The nations down tbe river have killed and 
scalped several adventurers who have settled 
on tueir lands. 

* « * * * * * 

JOSIAH HaBMAB. 

Col. Fbancis Johnston. 

FoBT McIntjsh, June 1. 1785. 
Sib: 

* * * * * • * 

Tbe Shawanese make tcreat professions of 
peace. Tbe Cberokecs are hostile, and have 
killed and scalped seven people near the 
mouth of the Scioto, aboat three hundred and 
seventy miles from hence. 

* * * * * * • 

Your most obt servt, 

JosiAH Habmab. 
Maj. Gbnl. Knox, Sec. at War. 

FoBT MoIntosh, June 25. 1785. 
Dear General: 

***** 

The Indians down the river, viz.: the Shaw- 
anese, MiamLo, Cherokees and Kickapoos bave 
killed and scaloed several adventurers — set^ 
tiers on their lands. 

***** 

JosiAH Habmab. 
Gen. Thos. Mifflin. 

The following extracts from letters^ 
written by Jonathan Heart, a captain in 
Harmar *8 corps, relate to the subject un- 
der consideration. Heart alterward be-^ 
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came Mwor and was killed at St. Clair's 
defeat, liovember 4. 1791. 

FOBT Harmab, 8th January, 1786. 

Ma JOB ^SViELUAM JU1)D, 

Farminc^ton, Conn. 

Dbar Sir : 
« « « « * « * 

Atrreeable to established onBtooos in this 
counlrv, cutllnjr down a few trees, planting 
three hills of corn and fencing them, gives a 
rifshx of soil to 400 acres and a pre-emption to 
400 more ; conlormable to this castom every 
Talnable (situation on the erant is located. 
Conicress in their wisdom to prevent this im- 
proper mode of possession have forbid sneh 
locations and we baveactnallv bnmt, destroy- 
ed and turned ofi great numbers of inhabitants 
holding under this tennre,and nniess Congress 
put a full and final stop to this mode of settle- 
ment the whole Federal territory wiJl not 
raise one thousand pounds. * » ♦ 
Your most obedient humble servt, 

J039ATHAN HBABT. 

FoBT Habmab, 7th February, 1786. 
Majob Wiixiam Judd. 

Farmington, Conn. 
Sir: 

The extent of ihe territory proposed will 
furnish lands for all neople wishing to remove 
Into new countries for five years, and some of 
the conditions as to mode and manner of set- 
tlement are very exceptionable, particularly 
that allowing a pre-emption to all persons 
claiming lands by possession or improvements, 
for custom in the country has established the 
rule, that cutting a few trees and fencing in 
as much land as your length of rails will en- 
compass and planting the hills of com, gives 
possession to 400 acres and a right to pur- 
chase 400 more. In conformity to this idea 
possession has been taken of every extensive 
bottom, beauiifnl situation, or advantageous 
pi ace over the whole extent, and little more 
than broken ground, narrow strips of such 
lands as Irom sitnation or some circumstance 
are of lltUe value, will be left for the peti- 
tioners. Con&ress acquainted with this cir- 
camstacce as to mode of settlement have pos- 
itively forbid all such settlements and ordered 
off such settlers holding lands on that tenure; 
this was absolutely necessary, for while this 
mode wbs admitted, no man would give 400 
dollars for a farm which one day^s work would 
secure, 
********* 

Your most obt. And humble serv't, 
JONA. Hbabt. 

SETTLEMENT AT THE MOUTH OF THE SCI- 
OTO MVER, 1785. 

In the first volume of William'a Amer- 
ican PioneeVy page 56, the late George Cor- 
Tvin ol Portsmouth (1842) gave his recol- 
lect ions of the first attempt to settle there. 
It was probably nr)t on the present site of 
the town but on the west side of Ihe old 



mouth of the River Scioto near where the 
village of Alexandria is located. 

Until the Ohio canal was constructed 
and an artificial cut made at Portsmouth 
no water discharged there from the Sci- 
oto at its ordinary stage. The site of 
Alexandria was very attractive, but the 
ground between it and Portsmouth is most 
of it subject to inimdation. The late 
Robert B. McAfee of Kentucky stated to 
F. C. Cleveland of Alexandria ,who was 
an engineer on the Ohio canal forty years 
since that there were whites on the Ken- 
tucky side of the Ohio opposite Scioto in 
1778. Mr. Cleveland said there was a space 
of aboit forty acres at Alexandria which 
had been chopped, and when the early set- 
tlers came this space was coveted with a 
second growth of trees, standing among 
the stumps. 

This v^as probably the work of the par- 
ties referred to by ifr. Corwin. The four 
lamilies who attempted to settle at the 
mouth of the Sciota in 1785, came from 
Redstone, Pa. " They commenced clear- 
ing the ground to plant seeds for a crop 
to support their families, hoping that 
the red men of the forest would suffer 
them to remain and improve the soil." 

The four heads of the families,— only 
one of whose naiAes has been preserved 
went up the Sciota on a torn: of explora- 
tion as far as Pee Pee Creek and encamped. 
Peter Patrick, one ot the party, cut his in- 
itials upon a beech tree. Here they were 
surprised by Indians and two of them 
killed. Two of them escaped across the 
country to the mouth of the Little Sciota, 
)ust in time to meet a boat descending the 
Ohio for Post Viacent. This boat took 
the survivors Irom their intended home to 
Maysville, where the settlement was large 
enough to protect itselt against their red 
enemies. 

From a letter dated Fort Mcintosh, June 
1st, 1785, written by General Josiah Har- 
mar to General Knox, Secretary at War, 
we take it there must have been another 
settlement on ihe Scioto, other than that 
referred to by Mr. Corwin. General Har- 
marsays: *'The Shawanese make great 
professions of peace. The Cherokees are 
hostile, and have killed and scalped seven 
people near the mouth of the Scioto, about 
three htmdred and seventy miles from 
hence." 

In a letter to Col. Francis Johnston of 
Philadelphia, dated Fort Mcintosh, June 
21, 1785, General Harmar refers to the 
same event in these words : " The nations 
down the river have killed and scalped 
several adventurers who have settled on 
their lands." 
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SETTLEMENTS ON THE MIAifl. 

While tbe number of inLabitanis on the 
Miami is no doubt extravagantly estima- 
ted, there were operations going on along 
that nver by white adventurers at the 
time mentioned. Four years prior to tlie 
landing of John Cleves Symmes at the 
Miami, almost the whole bottom of that 
river as tar north as the site ot Hamilton, 
in Butler county, had been explored, and 
openings made with a view to pre-empting 
the best localities under the laws ot 'Con- 
l^ress. This was by a party from Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania, one of whom 
Tiamed Hind man was living as late as 
1846, a tew miles from Hillsborough High- 
land county. In the Cincinnati Miscdlany^ 
-edited by Charles Cist, we tind ashort nar- 
rative ot Mr. Hindman relating to the sub- 
ject He says : 

"My f«tber, John EioduiaD was a native «nd 
rcfeident of Lancaster county, PenQsvlvAQia, 
where I was born in 1760, and at the ajre 
•oi twenty left that neighborhood for 
Washington county, where I remained four 
yaars. In the month of March, 1785, I left 
the state of Pennsylvanii, taking water at tLe 
mouth of Buflalo creek with a party consist- 
inerof Wm. West, John Simons, John Sept, 
iind old Mr. Carlin and then* families. \ 

We reached Limestone point, now Mays- 
ville, in safety, where we laid by two weeks. 
The next landing we made was at the mouth 
of the Bia: Miami. We were tlie tir^t com- 
pany that had landed at that place. The In- 
dians had left two or three da^s before we 
landed. We found two Indians bufied as 
they were laid on the ground, a pen of poles 
built around them, and a new blanket spread 
over each one. The tirst we found was near 



tbe bank of the Ohio, and the second near 
the mouth of Wbite Water. 

Soon after we lauded, the Ohio raised so 
as to overflow all the bottoms at the 
mouth of the Biff MiamL We went over 
therefore to the Kentucky side, and cleared 
thirty of forty acres on a claim of a man by the 
name of Tanner, whose son was killed by the 
Indians some time afterward on a creek which 
now bears bis name. Some time in May or 
June we started to go up the Big Miami, to 
make what we called improvements, so as to 
secure a portion of the^ands which we selected 
out of the best and broadest bottoms between 
the mouth of the ri>er and wbere Hamilton 
now stands. 

We started a north course to White Water, 
supposing It to be the Miami ; we proceed up 
the creek, but Joseph Robinson who started 
from the mouth of the Mianu with our party, 
and who knew somethinff of the country from 
having been taken prisoner with Col. lAngbery 
and earned throuffh it, giving it as his 
opinion, that we were not at the main river, 
we made a raft and crossed tbe stream, having 
the misfonune to lo^e all our guns In the 
passage We proceeded up where Hamilton now 
IS, and made improvements wherever we 
found bottoms firmer than the rest, all the 
way down to the mouth of the Miami. I then 
went up the Ohio affaln to Buffalo, but re- 
turned the same fall, and found Gens. Clarke, 
Butler and Parsons at the mouth of the Big 
Miami, as Commissioners to treat with the 
Indians. Major Finney was then; also. I was 
in company with Symmes when he was en- 
gafi:ed m taking the meanders of th« Miami 
river at the time John Filson was killed by 
the Indians." 

There is one mistake in Mr. Hindman^s 
statement ; that referring to the murder of 
young Tanner by the Indians. He was 
not killed, but taken prisoner, and after- 
wards published an interesting narrative 
of his captivity. 
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SELECTION No. 2. 



PETITION OF C1TIZBN8 IN THE WB8T PABT OF 
POBTA.OE COUNTY, RELATING TO THEIB EX- 
POSED CONDITION. 

To Gen. Eluah Wadswobth, Canfield, Ohio : 
We, the subscribers, citizens and committee 
•f the towns of 8toe, Franklin, Northbamten 
and Jdarmaasbarfirh, ao Humbly show that the 
inhabitani6 of said towns are entirely destitute 
of amrouDiiion such as powder, lead or flints, 
and a very ^reat number destitute of arms. 
We, the said comviittee, petition to 
your Honour to forward on as many arms as 
can be spaied, about one hundred pounds of 
powder, five hundred flints, and lead in propor- 
tion. Our present defenceless situation is 
well Known to your Honour, and no doubt 
will give such relief as may be in your power. 
We do not consider the number of men in this 
part of our frontier sufficK-nt to protect it. 
We therefore pray that you may send on such 
a number oi men as you may think sulflcient 
for that purpose. 

Fbed'k Haymaker, 
Wm. Wetmore, 
Samuel King, 
JOHN Haymaker, 
Stephen Butler. 
Stob, 23nd August, 1812. 
N. B. It is reported and generally believed 
tiiat Gen. Hull has stirrendered to the British. 

petition of the officers of the odd bat- 
talion. 
Hudson, August 22, 1812. 
To Elijah Wadsworth, Esq., Major General 

of Division: 

We, the und«r&igned officers of the Odd 
Battalion, in the Fourth Brigade and Fourth 
Division of Ohio Militia, do humbly state that a 
part of the soldiers in said Battalion are desti- 
tute of arms; and the situation of the country 
generally, and our particular situation, is well 
Known 'to your Honour as being a frontier. 
We do, therefore, petition that fifty stands of 
arms be sent to the Battallion for' the use of 



such soldiers as are destitute who may be 
called to do duty in actual service. And like- 
wise that a proportion of powder be sent; 
which articles will be placed under such di- 
rections as your Honor shall think proper. 
George Dabrow, Major., 
AMOS LusK, Capt, 
George W. Holcomb, Lieut, 
Charles Powers, Ensign, 
Thomas Rice, Capt., 
Thomas Vanhyning, Lieut. 

RETURN of drafts FROM IST REGIMENT, 3BD 

brigade, 4th division, made 5th septem- 

BEB, 1812. 

I do certify this to be a true Return of Drafts 
fiom 1st Regiment, 3rd Brigade. 4th Division 
Ohio Militia as made to me. 

William Rayen, Lt. CoL 

A BBTURN OF NAMES OF THE 0OM.\f ISSIONBD 
AND NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND 
PRIVATES. 

First Company. 
Captain— Joshua T. Cotton. 
Lieutenant— George Montieth. 
Ensign— Jacob Ibwin. 

Sergeants, 
John Cotton, John Myres, 

Geoi^ Wintermute, Ab'hm. Wintermut^. 

Corporals. 
John Carlton, Boardwin Robins, 

John Russell, Jesse (iiaham. 

Privates^ 



Henry Peter, 
Daniel Shatto, 
James Crooks, 
Matthew Guy, 
John McCoUom, 
Henry Bronstetter, 
Robert Kerr, 
Henry Crum, 
Nicholas Vinnemons, 
Wilham McCrery, 
Joseph Osbum, 



John Truesdttle, 
Francis Harvey, 
Anthony Whitterstay, 
Thomas Cummons, 
Jacob Parkust, 
Isaac Parkust, 
Samuel Calheun, 
George Gilbert, 
Abraham Simons, 
Thomas Craft, 
Archibald Maurace, 
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Adam Bwazer, James Fitch, 

Henry Thom, Henry Foose, 

John Parkust, Abraham Leach, 

Samuel White, Daniel Stewart, 

Senaca Carver, Joseph Carter, 

Jacob Hull, Isaac Fisher, 

John White, Jacoh Powers, 

John Muskerove, Thomas Irwin, 
George Smith, William Munn, 

John Hayes, Nathan Angue, 

Thomas McCrery, Philip Kimmel, 
John McGlaughlin, Abraham Hoover, 
Michael Storm, Benjamin Roll, 

John McMabon. 
Siixmd tompany. 
Captain— Samuel Dbnison. 
Lieutenant— David A. Ai>ams. 
Ensign— William Swan. 
Sergeants. 
Amos Gray' William Carlton. 

CJorporaU. 
James Walton, Mathew I.Scott, 

Robert Stewart, David Ramsey. 

Privates. 



John Dun woody, 
Ephrahira Armitage, 
Samuel Feruuson, 
Conrad Miller, 
Jacob Fiarht,Senr., 
Jacob 0<walt, 
James Eckman, 
Andrew Boyd, 
John Mo3re, 
David Kays, 
John Day, 
Robert Walker, 
Thomas Wilson, 
John Tullcy, 
James Lynn, 
William Crawford, 
David Willson, 
David McConnell, 



David McClelland, 
Isaac Lynn, 
Samuel Mann, 
John McMurry, 
William McMurry, 
WiUlatn Bell, 
John Nelson, 
Peter Carlton, 
Jacob Fight, Jr., 
David Stewart, 
Joseph Baggs, 
William McNight, 
Thomas Fowler, 
Sampson Moore, 
John Poynes, 
John B radon, 
Daniel Augustine. 
John Polly, 



John Yast. 
Third Company, 
Captain— Wabren Bissell. 
Lieutenant— Alexander Rayne. 
Ensitrn— NiCHOiAs McConnell 

Sergeants, 
A. Stileon, Parkus Woodrouuh, 

Asa Baldwin, Simon Stall, 

Corporals. 
William Hamilton, Amanuel Hull 
Jacob Dice. Isaac Bluckman, 

Privates. 
David Noble, Alexander Craze, 

Aaron Dawson, David McCombs, 

David Conizer, George Mockcrman, 

Henry Rumble, JohnDowler, 

John Riddle, Josiab Bearsley, 

James Moody. John Murphy, 

Joseph Mearcnant, Josiah Walker, 
John Bucannon, John Earl. 

John Dickson, John Ross, 

John Moore, John Cowdan, 

Joseph McGill, John Brothers, 



Phillip McConneil, Robert McGill, 

Richard McConnell, Renalds Cowdan, 

Robert Goucher, Samuel Love, 

Thomas McCombs, William McGill, 

William Bucannou, Walter Bucannon, 

William Reed, William Cowdan, 

William Shield, John Zedager, 
William Frankle. 

A RETlTtN OF CAPTAIN HINES^ COMPANY. 

Lieut.— Edmund P. Tanner. 
Ensign— Thomas McCane. 

Sergeants. 
Julius Tanner, Daniel Fitch, 

Silas Johnson, John Hutson. 

(JoTDorals. 
Christopher Rasor, Joseph Bruce, 
John McMullen. 

Privates. 
Henry Mc Kinney, George Leonard, 
John Turner, Robert Cain, 

John Young, Henry Boyd, 

John Chub, William McKinnle, 

James McDonald, George Heater, 
Jacob Shook, Henry Houck, 

Samuel Green, Jaraes Saseton, 

Conrad Osburn. James PoUuck, 

BenJ. Manchester, John Mcuonnell. 
William Thomas. Arthur Anderson, 

William Leonard, Elijah Stevenson, 
John Hill, Henry Stump, 

William Steel. JohnMeCully, 

Robert McCrary, Frances Henry, 

Nicholas Leonard, John McKey, 
Henry Ripley, James Jack, 

James Moore, Garret Peckard. 

Colonel Richard Hays to the commanding 
officer at Fort Wayne or Urbana, September 
7, 1813. Sent by Lieut. Pomeroy and his 
party of scouts. 

Camp at Pipe Creek. ) 
September 7, 1812. ] 
To the commanding officer at Fort Wayne 

or Urbana. 

Sir —We are eucamped at this place and at 
Huron with four hundref» militia of Ohio. 
The inhabitants are in a state of consternation 
at this plact. Most part fled at news of our 
Northwestern Array surrendering. We should 
esteem it a great favour to receive some infor 
mation from you by the bearer of this, so far 
as would not be detrimental, if it should be 
taken from the bearer by the Indians. Lieut. 
Pomeroy commands the scouting party sent 
out. Accept my respects. 

Richard Hates. 

Lieut. Col. Command't 3d Regiment, 3d 
Brigade, 4th Divison Ohio Militia at this place. 

GEN. SIMON PERKINS TO GEN. WADSWORTH, 
CLE^^JLAND. 

Camp at Huron. Sept. 8, 1812. 
Dear Sir: I wrote you this morning by a 
sick man going home on furlough, bince 
which our scouts have come in and inform 
that th*-re is or was last night, at Sandusky, a 
number of Indians and British who have 
burned the public store. The spies saw the 
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■enemy and fire but could not determine their 
numbers. 

My present arrancrementd are to march my 
whole force to Pipe Creek, except one com- 
nany, who wiil be left at thl3 station to com- 
pete this encampment and guard the provi- 
sions, from Rpe Creek send a force to 
Sandusky, the amount of which will be deter- 
mined on the return of some spies now out, 
which will be in this afternoon. As occurren- 
ces present themselves 1 will inform you, and 
am sir, your3, Simon Perkins. 

Major General Wadsworth. 
general perkins to general wadsworth. 
Camp at Huron Sept. | 
9, 1812, 4 P. M. \ 
Major General Wadsworth, Cleveland, 

Ohio. 

Sir : — Yours by the express came to hand 
last evening which 1 should have answered 
and have returned the messenger immediately, 
hut thinking it important to detain him until 
this morning I presume yon will pardon the 
proceeding. ~ I had as I wrote you yesterday 
made arrangement!* to send a company lo San- 
dusky, but m consequence of the information 
in your letter of the 8th I have thought it pru- 
dent to order the companies of Dull and Mur- 
ray to fall back on the east side^Huron, and 
Parker with his company to return to his 
former station in the town of Avery to 
complete his Block house there, then he will 
be ordered to join the camp at Huron. Two 
boats that went laielv to the Peninsula re- 
turned last evening with the loss of two men 



killed; one private fr«m Col. Rayens' Regi- 
ment and the other an inhabitant of this part 
of the country. One of those boats, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Benj. Allen, of Col. 
Hayes* Rc^ment, found a British schooner 
aground on Cunningham's Island, which, 
after dismantling and loading the boat with 
the most valuable part of the rigging, set fire 
to and burned her. 

I wrote yesterday to Col. Williams and Maj. 
Krutzer, a copy of which is enclosed. I have 

I also this day received a message from Maj. 
Krutzer, informine: me that he has com- 

I menced his march, and is building a Block 

I house at what they (the messenger) call the 
Black Fork; they are in doubt whether he 
will march faster than can be done with the 

I erection of Block houses at suitable distances 

I for protection. I wrote him and solicited of 
him information as to his determination on 
that subject. 

; If I could receive a few more arms for my 
detachment they would be very acceptable. 

I Utensils for cooking and camp equipage 
generally is very much wanted; we have not 

I so much as one kettle to a mess and no tea- 

I kettle in the camp 

] Returns as required shall be made out and 
forwarded. 

i All occurrences of note shall be communi- 

1 cated, and. Sir, I shall ever be happy to be in- 

j strucied by you, and believe me very respect- 

' fully your most humble Servant, 

I Simon Perkins. 

' Krutzer has with him about (80) eighty men. 
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CLEVELAND, O., DEC, 1871. 

f- — * 

HISTORICAL AND ARCH^OLOGICAL TRACTS, 

NUMBER EIGHT. 



^ INDIAN AFFAIRS AROUND DETROIT IN 1T06. 



Speech of ]VII»koiiak.I, an OUaiva 
Chief to tlie Marquis Vaudrelul, 
Oovernor Oeneral of Canada and 
his reply, September 1706. Trans- 
lated by Col. Charles Whittlesey 
from a manuscript brotf^ht ivlth 
other historical papers, flrom Paris 
by Oen. Leivls Cass. 



These transcripts are so negligently 
made, on poor paper and in a hurried chi- 
rography; that it is frequently difl3cult to 
read them. They give a vivid idea of 
Indian ferocity, duplicity and cruelty, 
depicted by one of their own number; from 
personal observation. It is not known 
that this remarkable speech; or the reply 
of Vaudreiul have before this appeared in 
print. Miskouaki certainly appeals well 
as a narator and a speaker. Tic Manoir 
Menard is presume^ to be ne^: Quebec, 



Speech of Miskouaki, Bkothbr of 
Jean Le Blanc an Ottawa op De- 
troit, WHO CAlfE PBOM MACKINAW 

TO THE Manoir Menard to Monsieur 
THE Marquis De Vaudreiul, Septem- 
ber 26th, 1706. 

My father you will be surprised by the 
bad affairs that I am about to inform you 
of on the part of Pesant, and of Jean Le 
Blanc touching what has passed at Detroit. 
I desire you my father to open to me your 
door, as to one of your children, and listen 
to what I have to a&j. 

When I left Mackinaw, my father, our 
old men did not expect me to come so far 
as this place, hoping you would be still at 
Montreal. The time is short for me to 
return. I desire you to be willing to listen 
to me. 

Listen — The Ottawa nations who were at 
Detroit the Kikakous the Sinagoes and the 
nation DuSables have been killed, and such 
as have returned to Mackinaw, came in 
the greatest distress. It is the Miamis, 
my father, who have killed us. 

The reason we were obliged to fight the 
Miamis is, that having gone to war 
against the Sioux, as we have said toSieor 
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Bourmont, we had been informed by a 
Potawatomie encamped near the fort of 
the Hurons, that the Miamis, who were at 
Detroit, had resolved to allow us to de- 
part and march three days, after which 
they would attack our villtie and eat our 
women and children. My father, we 
were unable to comprehend, and you 
yourself will be surprised, as well as we, 
when you know that Quarante Sous, who 
was employed by Le Sieur La Mothe to 
bring aU the nations to Detroit, made use 
of this pretext, to give them wampum pri- 
vately, to engage them to destroy us. I 
have not come, my father, to lie to you, 
I have come to speak the truth. You 
will do after this what shall please you. 

We have learned by a Pottowatomie 

named , who married a Miami, that 

the Miamis would eat our villagers. 
Upon this news, my father, the war chiefs 
of three nations of Ottawas with whom 
we had set out, held a council, 
and concluded that we should not deliber 
ate upon an affair of this consequence 
without the consent of Pesant and of 
Jean Le Blanc, who are their principal 
chiefs, and who were sent for at once. 
Le Pesant and Jean Le Blanc, after having 

heard the news told us by the , 

concluded by stamping his foot, that since 
the Miamis had resolved to kill and boil 
us^t was necessary to forestall them. 

When Pesant had said it was necessary 
to strike, we soon saw, and Jean Le Blanc 
first of us all, that he was going to do a 
wicked thing, but no person dared con- 
tradict him, on account of his influence 
and because we should then have made 
ourselves contemptible, in the eyes of the 
young men. My father; my brother and 
myseB inquired what Pesant thought, of 
striking while our people were divided. 
Some were at war with the Hurons, some 
at Montreal, and what would the com- 
mandant at Detroit say if we struck at his 
gate. 

We said thus to Pesant, but he would 
not listen. It is he, my father, who has 
caused all the misfortunes that have hap- 
pened. 

Jean Le Blanc, my father, would have 
come with me but being stripped of every- 
thing, and not daring to come as a malefac- 
tor he told me to come, and know your 
mind. He would have come, my father, 
but according to our custom during all the 
time we were at war, being at Detroit; he 
had given the Sieur Bourmont all that 
we had, thinking it more safe there, than 
in our fort, and in consequence of the 



misfortunes that have happened, since our 
departure to war with the Sioux, it re- 
mains there, and all I can do is to offer 
you this wampum, on the part of my na- 
tion, which is all I have, and have taken 
this from my pouch. 

According to our resolution, we resumed 
the way to our fort, and as we approached 
the fort of the Hurons, we found eight 
Miami Chiefs, who were going there to a 
feast. 

As we met them Pesant said, behold 
our enemies. These are the men which 
wish to kill us. Since there are the lead- 
ers, it is necessary to rid ourselves of them, 
and thereupon made a cry as a signal, en- 
couraging us to let none of them escape. 
At the first cry no person moved, but 
Pesant having made a second, as we 
marched along on each side of the way, 
and as we were in the midst, we fired; and 
none of them saved themselves but Pama- 
kona, who escaped to the French fort. 

I dare tell you one thing, that I have 
never said before, and it is, that he is a 
strong friend of mine. I made a signal 
to him before the discharge to withdraw, 
and it is thus he was saved. 

After those were killed, our young men 
rose to take such as might remain in the 
lodges, and as LePesant and Jean Le- 
Blanc could not go as fast as the others, I 
was one of the first to reach there, but to 
prevent this some one forced me between 
the French and our people. 

The Miamis being camped near their 
fort when I arrived I found the Miamis 
had withdrawn into the fort of the 
French, and one of our young men, a 
chief, had been killed, and that our youth 
in despair on account of his death, resolved 
to burn the Fort. I threw myself in the 
midst of them, and many times snatched 
the burning arrows repeatedly imploring 
them with vehemence, not to do the French 
any injury, for they were not 
connected with the quarrel we had with 
the Miamis. 

I heard during this time a voice cried 
there is a Black Robe (a priest) and I 
saw my brother sending the PereRecolet in- 
to the Fort, having not harmed him, and 
having desired him to say to Sieur Bour- 
mont, that he should not fire upon us, nor 
give any ammunition to the Miamis, but 
put them out of the fort and leave us alone. 

We had not known, my father, that a 
Pere Recolet and the French soldiers, had 
been killed, but the next dajr those who 
had fired upon them, not bemg (illegible) 
then I blamed my brother very much, that 
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he had not detained the Recolet father and 
the soldiers; who replied that he thought 
they would be more safe there than in our 
fort, on account of the irritation among 
our young men, for the death of two ehieis 
that we had lost. 

The next day, my father, my brother 
took a flag that you had ^ven him, and 
insisted on speaking to Monsieur Bour- 
mont, desiring him, our arms reversed all 
around, to give us Missionaries, an op- 
portunity to explain. He said he had no 
reply for us, but that the Sieur De La 
Foret, whom he had expected 
early in^the spring, would soon arrive with 
five canoes when we could give our rea- 
sons. Seeing he did not wish to listen to 
us, we were obliged to return ; and that 
night our young men determined to bum 
the fort. Our old men were embarrassed, 
and to prevent them passed three entire 
days in council. 

After having been three days in council 
Jean Blanc rose and said to Pesant, "since 
it is you who has caused all this difficulty 
what do you say ? what do you think V^ 
As for me I say wc are dead, and that we 
have killed ourselves by striking the Mi- 
amis at the French stockade. In turn 
the Miskowakies and the Sinagoea will 
say the same thing. 

As soon as the Sieur De Tonty was 
gone, we were well agreed that affairs 
were becoming embroiled, of which there 
were sure signs in this last matter ; since 
the Sieur De Bourmont being able to ar- 
range everything did not wish to listen to 
us, referring us always to the arrival of 
the Sieur De La Foret. 

However we had certain signs that he 
wished to fight (illegible) for he put swords 
at the end of his pike staves. We con- 
tinued some time to have parleys with 
him, and went without fear to the fort of 
the Hurons, believing that they were our 
allies, but for fear of the Miamis we al- 
ways went in canoes. 

My father, the Hurcns called the Ottawa 
Sinago, and said to him, **my brotiiers it 
is a long time that we have been brothers, 
and that together we have fought the Iro- 
quois." When we speak to you we speak 
to all the nations, **Outawase," (Ottawas,) 
Sacs, Sauteurs, Poutawatamies, Saukies, 
Chippeways and Mississaugies. 

"Look at this string of beads, my broth- 
ers, I take it out for you to look at. It is 
a lonff time our old men have preserved 
it. tJpon this string there is seen the fig- 
ures of men. This string (or belt) signi- 
fies much. It is never shown unless we 



give life or death to those to whom we 
speak. I return it, and say to you on the 
part of the French, that he wishes you to 
meet him at the feast. It will not be in 
the lodges, for you might thus have ap- 
prehensions, but it will be near this spot, 
on the prairie, where the French flag will 
be planted, and there you will come to the 
feast." 

On the morrow the day of the feast, 
we were to have, Jean Le Blanc 
having his garden, near the 
place where the French flag was 
planted, was walking there andsaw a 
number of the French bring wheat and 
throw it upon a sail cloth, spread out upon 
the prairie. The Huron women did the 
same, and brought the wheat and poured it 
upon the cloth. Then my brother thought 
the Hurons had spoken truly, and that we 
should have a good time, nevertheless 
being with Pesant they reflected, that the 
French had never been willing to speak 
to them. 

It might be that under the name c^ this 
feast, the Hurons would betray them, and 
give the Miamis the opportunity of attack- 
ing them, while their women and children 
were gone to fetch the wheat. They re- 
solved to send out scouts for discovery in 
the woods, and four young men departed, 
who returned and said, they saw many 
ways which led into the depths of the 
forest, and seemed to encircle those which 
led to the wheat. As some of om* people 
had already departed we caused them to 
be recalled, seeing clearly it was a bait 
which they had spread for us. We then 
knew it was a design of the French, of 
the Miamis, as also of the Hurons, as 
soon as we should leave our Fort to go to 
the wheat which was intended for us ; 
and when they thought as we were very 
hungry, we should enjoy ourselves veiy 
mucn, the greater part of the Miamis 
and the Hurons, who were in the thick 
woods, were to come to take the fort, and 
the other portion, composed of French, 
Hurons and Miamis, were concealed in 
the glades opposite the flag, and from 
thence would fall on us. As we had re- 
i called all of our people, and no one went 
' for the wheat, they were much deceived 
on their part, and the Miamis who were 
in the thick wood, thinking that we had 
gone out of our fort, or at least a great 
part of us, rushed forward with great 
shouts to take it. Our young men who 
were in the bastion, having discovered 
them afar off, we fought them all day 
with guns, and lost one of our men, who 
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was killed by a woman. In the evening 
the Miamis returned, without our being 
able to determine how man^ of their peo- 
ple were killed. In retummg they met 
KaUdibou and his brother, whom they 
killed and scalped. 

The Miamis in attacking our fort took 
the precaution to form two companies, 
and one of them came along the water, 
where they threw away such of our canoes 
as they f oimd, for the purpose of depriving 
us of the means of escape. 

The next day, my father, we were con- 
vinced that the Uurons had joined the 
Miamis. They came together to attack 
us at our fort, and this day more of the 
Miamis were killed, than the day before. 
They returned again the next (iay. We 
attacked the Hurons, who undertook to 
overwhelm us with injuries. We had so 
little powder we dare not fire, though we 
had some. They took new life since 
Onontio had abandoned (MSS. not legible 
here). 

Cletart, the brother of Quarante Sous, 
said then that our yoimc men, indignant 
at the injuries that the Hurons had done 
us, should make a sortie, and we fought 
against them and the Miamis, a long time 
out of the fort The Hurons held their 
ground, but the Miamis fled, although 
there were 4Q0 of them. 

On this day one of our people who had 
been at war with the Hurons at the (not 
legible), arrived at our fort, and said that 
idi the others who had started with him 
and had returned, were bound in the 
French fort ; that the Hurons had bound 
them, and that they had sent him to let us 
know of it; that two of our war allies of 
the Hurons were prisoners in their fort, 
and that the rest had been taken to the 
French fort, for what reason we did not 
know. 

The next day the Hurons and Miamis 
came again ana attacked our fort. They 
had apparently lost some person of con- 
sideration among them. They shot be- 
fore they left one of their prisoners, who 
was one of our allies. 

Some time after the Hurons (Wyandots) 
sent for the relatives of those who were 
confined in the French fort, saying that 
they well remembered what we had done 
to them, and that it wasby way of reprisal 
that thev had bound our people, but that 
they did not wish to kill them. We had 
but to come and cover them according to 
custom. We caused some to carry blan- 
kets thither, and they told us to come and 
cover them to-morrow (MSS. defective,) 



we observing a place at the gate of the 
French fort where the cannon was, and 
where they placed poles. 

They ordered us to bring presents then, 
according to the favors they were grant- 
ing us. Our people, believing them to 
act in good faith, returned, and each one 
exhausted their goods and carried them, 
even to the beads of our children. 

Scarcely had we put on the poles (or 
pickets) ten pieces of porcelain beads, 
twenty kettles, two packs of Beaver, and 
all that we had brought, when Quarante 
Sous gave his hand to Jean Blanc. At 
this moment Jean Blanc received a shot, 
and at the same time a discharge was 
made from the fort, upon us, who being 
there in good faith, were without arms, 
relying upon the sincerity of the French, 
and were obliged to fly. The Hurons and 
the Miamis having made a sortie, those 
of our people who remained in the fort 
came to the assistance of those who fled, 
and the remainder of the day was passed 
in fighting on both sides. We lost in this 
treachery, two men, killed at the discharge 
from the French fort, and five wound 'i. 
The last stroke which the Miamies have 
given us, my father, was done at our 
homes by their young men. There they 
killed a woman and took another prisoner, 
and as we sent after them to know what 
they would do with her, om* people heard 
cries in the French Fort where they 
were burning her. 

The exhaustion of war and hunger, ob- 
liged our people to send (not legible) 
one of our chiefs to speak to the Ouyata- 
nons. Heretofore the Ouyatanons (a tribe 
on the waters of the Wabash, a Miami 
tribe) had danced with him the calumet 
of peace. Our people employed this man 
to speak to the Miamis. Me said, my 
father, the Ouyatanons had treated us as 
sons in dancing this calumet, and also "I 
am astonished that you remain so long to 
kill us at our palisades. Art thou not 
wrong in killing us, and dost not thou 
kill thyself also, hast thou no pity on thy 
young men." 

An Ouyatanon replied "that it was not 
his tribe who had done that, but it was 
the Hurons and the French who wished to 
oblige them to remain until the Ottawas 
should. perish in their fort by hunger," and 
the Ouyatanons ceased to speak. Having 
deteimined to return the slaves, we 
separated. Two of our people were given 
to the Ouyatanons, two were given to the 
nation of the Crane, Miamis, who are 
of the river St. Josephs; one was burnt in 
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the French Fort, another shot, and the son 
of Aiontache a Mississauga saved from 
death by the commandant of a French 
Fort. There was one of our men man-ied 
to a woman of whom we have no news. 
The two others, Sieur De La Mothe has 
restored to the Mississaugas. Behold my 
father all which I know, and the old men 
have requested me to say to you, that on 
account of all the treachery that the Hu- 
rons have done them, it is with difficulty 
they can restrain their young men from 
going against him, so long as he remains 
at Detroit, from whence we have with- 
drawn only to be less exposed. 

The two Ottowas, my father, who were 
given to the Ouyatannos saved themselves 
on the way and came to rejoin us. They 
say they were not misused by the Ouyata- 
nons. They report that the Miamis have 
in killed and wounded fifty persons; and 
we have lost twenty-six, including those 
who were returned from the war, and 
those the Hurons bound through treach- 
ery. 

My father, I speak in the name of all 
nations, Ottowas, Poutawotomies, Saukis, 
Outagamies, Kickapous, Quinepigs, Mata- 
mini, Sauters and Mississaugas, all the 
people of the county bordering upon the 
Lakes, in short of all our allies, and of 
their indignation against the Hurons for 
the treachery they have done us. They 
desire you through me to allow us to fight 
him. 1 desire you, my father, to tell me 
your thoughts, so that I may report the 
same to our people, and that we may ful- 
ly know eacli other's wishes. 



REPLY OF MONSIEUR DE VAUDREUIL TO 
MISKOUAKI, BROTHER OF JEAN liE 
BLANC, AN OTTOWA CHIEF OF THOSE 
WHO WERE AT DETROIt, SEPTEMBER 

28, 1706. 

I have listened quietly Miskouaki to all 
vou have said, and although I am already 
informed of what has passed at Detroit, 
could not fail to be greatly surprised by 
your recital. I do not reply, because it 
does not appear to me that you are sent 
by all the nations, as you say: but only by 
your brother, Jean Le Blanc to pre-occupy 
my mind, and for this purpose you left 
Mackinaw, intending to remain here. It 
is only the arrival of your brother that 
has given you a desire to return. 



However that may be, I am not sorry to 
have seen you, and am glad to hear what 
you have said, touching the conduct of 
your brother. 

You wish to know my thoughts Mis- 
kuouaki, you desire me to give them to 
you. Listen to me well, 1 am a good 
father, and so long as my children listen 
to my voice, no evil will happan to 
them. You have proofs of this in 
what happened at Detroit, and if Le Pes- 
ant and Jean Le Blanc, had not under- 
taken anything without knowing my 
wishes, you would not have attacked the 
Miamis. You would not have killed 
of mine, and you would not have been 
in the distress and misery where you are 
now. 

We have been killed Miskouaki, and 
until I see all the nations whom I have 
always regarded as my children, come 
here, recognize their fault and ask pardon, 
I cannot forget that I have lost at Detroit 
a missionary and a soldier, who are of 
value among us. 

This is what you can say to your 
brother and to all the nations, when you 
arrive there. I have seen and examined 
the speech you have delivered. As you 
have yourseft said that the belt you drew 
from your pouch, was not given you by 
your people when you departed, I return 
it to you, and do not receive it, not because 
I despise it as coming from you, but be- 
cause I cannot reply to it, since it does not 
come directly from them, and I am pleased 
to return it to you as a tiling that belongs 
to you, that you may use it to 
accommodate the bad affairs which might 
happen. 

In regard to what has passed at Detroit, 
I say to all your people that I stop the 
tomahawk, and prohibit them from going 
to war, either with the Hurons or Miamis, 
or any one else, and order them to re- 
main strictly on the defensive, until I am 
better inf oimed. As to other matters, I 
expect news daily from M. De La Mothe, 
and during the winter I shall examine all 
you have said, and that which he shall 
advise, in order to be able to regulate 
affairs. 

If the recital you have made us is true, 
as a consequence of the present state of 
things, you cannot move aside very far in 
hunting this winter. Y'our people wifl be 
able to come here early in the spring, 
with the Frenchmen I leave above; to 
know my thoughts. 

This is what they shoujdhave done this 
year, and not to have sent you alone, and 
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without belts on the part of all the na- 
tions. It is not heads, Miskoukai, that I 
demand, neither presents where my 
children have disobeyed, and done such 
wrongs as you have. The blood 
of Frenchmen is not paid by beaver 
skins. 

It is constant reliance in my goodness 
that I demand, a real repentance of faults 
they have committed, and entire resigna- 
tion to my will. When your people snail 
be in this state of mind, I will accommo- 
date everything as before; but for this it 
is necessary to come early in the coming 
spring, or at least a part of the chiefs. It 
is necessary that they lead here all the 
French, and that your young men assist 
them to bring down their furs. 

It is necessary also that they remain 
quietly upon their mats, without going to 
war, either with the Hurons or the Miamis 
or others, that they remain entirely on the 
defensive, and even if they are attacked at 



home, to be content until the coming year 
to defend themselves, and to come here 
and make their complaints to me. 

These, Miskouaki, are my thoughts and 
it is thus you can speak to all the nations 
on my part. I do not make you presents 
for your brothers nor the other chiefs, it 
not being natural to recompense children 
when m a state of disobedience 
like you. I take pity however on 
you on account of the trouble you have 
been at, and the confidence you have shown 
in me. I give you a blanket, a shirt, 
some trinkets, powder lead and tobacco, 
to excite you to diligence on your return 
and in the expectation you will behave 
yourself, in the upper country and also 
that the father Marest, will report to me in 
such a manner that I shall have consider- 
ation for you and it will be for you to con- 
duct yourself, so as to receive evidences of 
my goodness, when you shall return here 
with the others. 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCII^OLOGICAL TRACTS, 



NCTMBER NINE. 



ARCHi£OLOGICAL FRAUDS.— Tngcrlptloni attrlboted to the Mound Bnllderi— 
Three Remarkable Forgerlet. 



BY COL. CHA8. WHITTLESEY, 

FRESIDKNT OF THE WESTERN RESERVE AND NORTHERN OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



During the past thirty-five years, three 
artificially wrought stones have been pro- 
daced, purporting to have been found in 
anoient mounds on the waters of the Ohio» 
on which were inscribed characters, letters 
or hieroglyphics, supposed to have the 
force of written records capable of inter- 
pretation. As there has long been an ex- 
I)ectation that among the relics of the 
mound-builders such Inscriptions would 
be found, these were seized upon by anti- 
quarians with great eagerness. I know of 
only three such stones purporting to be 
from the mounds of the Mississippi valley, 
all of which are now regarded as spurious. 
We are, therefore, now as far as ever from 
the settlement of the question whether the 
mound-builders had a written language. 
1 shall notice them in the order of their 
appearance. 

THE GRAVE CREEK MOUND. 

In 1838, Mr. A. B. Tomlinson, the owner 
of the great mound at Grave Creek, West 
Virginia, constructed an adit or gallery 
along the natural surface of the ground to 
the center of the mound, which is an ar- 
tificial truncated cono of earth, about 
seventy feet high, with a flat place fifty 
feet in diameter on the t®p. At the base 
it is 900 feet in eircumference. White men 
examined it as early as 1734. From the 
top he sunk a shaft to the adit, and made 
other excavations and improvements, with 
a view to render this remarkable burial 
monument of an ancient people, and his 
collection of ancient implements of cop- 

gir, bone and stone, attractive to visit Drs. 
e produced among other articles pur- 
porting to have been found ia the excava- 
tions a small flat stone, nearly circular in 
form, about half an inch thick, and an in^h 
and a half in diameter. On one of the flat 
surfaces there were engraved characters, 
eonceming which many conjectures were 
formed. A fac simile, or an attempted 
fac simile, was published in the Cincinnati 
Chronicle, Feb. 2d, 1839, and in the Ameri- 
can Pioneer for May. 1843. 

The antiquarian, Henry R. Colcraft, hav- 
ing examined the stone in August, 1843, 
published the following opinion upon the 
characters and their interpretation : 

**'rhe most interesting object of antiqua- 
rian inquiry is ^ small flat stone, inscribed 



with antique alphabetical characters, which 
was disclosed on opening this mound. 
These characters are in the ancient rock 
alphabet, of sixteen right and acute an- 
gled strokes; used by the Pelasgi and 
other early Mediterranean nations, and 
which is the parent of the modem Runic, 
as well asthe J3ardic." * ♦ "Several 
copies of it soon got abroad which difler 
from each other and from the original." 

Mr. Tomlinson says, **We commenced 
on the north side, and excavated towards 
the center, an adit ten feet high, and seven 
feet wide, along the natural surface. At the 
distance of one hundred and eleven feet 
we came to a vault that had been excavated 
in the earth before the mound was com- 
menced ; S feet by 12 square and seven 
in depth. Along each side and across the 
ends upright timbers had been placed 
which supported timbers thrown across 
the vault, as a ceiling. These timbers 
were covered with loose unhewn stone, 
common in the neighborhood. The tim- 
bers had rotted and the stone tumbled 
into the vault." "In this vault were two 
human skeletons, one of which had no 
ornaments. The other was surrounded by 
650 ivory beads and an ivory (probably bone) 
ornament about six inches long, see figure 
herewith." (A similar stone may be seen 
in the Museum of the Historical Society.) 
* * * In sinking the shaft from 
the top, at 34 feet above the first or bot- 
tom vault, Mr. Tomlinson found a second 
or upper one, similar to the first, with 
1,700 beads of ivory (bone ?) 500 small shells 
perforated and worn as beads, and five 
copper rings, or bracelets, on the wrists of 
the skeleton, in all weighing 17 ounces. 
There were also 150 pieces of mica, and 
about two feet from the skeleton, this 
storw, with the supposed Runic charac- 

Mr. Levering, of Lancaster, Ohio, com- 
menting upon the stone in 1843, (American 
Pioneer vol. 2, p. 406,) says: "In ex- 
amining a work reluting to the 
chiroeraphy of the ancient Britons, I 
was astonished and gratified to discover a 
striking similarily between the fac simile 
of their style of writing and that found in 
the mound at Grave Creek." * * ♦ 
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"The ancient Britons cut their alphabet 
upon a stick with a knife, which 
thus inscribed, they call *Billet 
of signs of the Bards" or the "Bardic al- 
phabet/' Compositions and memorials were 
legistered in this way, on long narrow 
boards, several of these being united to- 
gether in the following manner : (here an 
engraving of a stick book and its letters 
was inserted) form a connected composi- 
tion. Although there are but few charac- 
ters, on the fiat stone of Grave creek, sev- 
eral of that few exactly resemble those of 
the stick book of the ancient Britons.** 

This stone thus verified and commented 
upon with so much learning, is now uni- 
versally regarded bv archaeologists as a 
fraud. Probably Mr. Tomlinson himself 
was imposed upon by some one who se- 
creted it there, whose genius and ambition 
took that direction, and who had seen the 
Bardic characters of the ancient Britons. 
As late as 1866 a clerk at Washington ( 'ity 
went through the labor of cutting an Ice- 
landic or Runic inscription upon a rock at 
the Falls of the Potomac, which pur- 
ported to record the death and mark the 
grave of Syuso or Suane aged 25 years, 
widow of Kjoldr one of the Icelandic ex 
plorers In America, A. D. 1051. Having 
posted himself on the history of the North- 
men of this continent, he prepared a 
learned article for the New York Tribune 
which appeared January 31, 1867. 

The examination purported to have been 
made in company of Professor Lesquereux 
of Columbus, Ohio, Professor Brand of 
Washington City and Dr. Boyce of Boston. 

CINCINNATI STONE. 

In the Cincinnati Gosette of Dec. 2U 1842, 
a communication is printed from Et-asmus 
Gest, a well known citizen of Cincinnati, 
relating to an engraved stone, purporting to 
have been found in removing an ancient 
mound, about twenty feet high, at the 
north-west comer of Fifth and Mound 
streets. He says, **this hieroglyph was 
found with a skeleton, together with two 
bones taken from the same grave, each 
about seven inches in length: nicely 
rounded and pointed at one end. In the ex- 
cavation several skeletons were disinterred 
in a good state of preservation, but so near 
the surface, as to give rise to the inference, 
that they were deposited since the mound 
was erected.** 

(NOTE. It was a common practice for 
Indians, and also with the early white 
settlers, to bury their dead on the top and 
sides of ancient artificial mounds of the 
west.) 

"But the one found with the pointed 
bones and hieroglyphic, was in a decayed 
state, in the center of the mound and 
somewhat below the natural surface, and 
was no doubt the object for which it was 
erected,** 

**I think there Is little doubt about its 
being a hieroglyph, and is probably the 
history of a great chief who once swayed 
the destinies of a powerful nation.** 

This stone is four and one half inches 
long, two and one fourth inches broad at 
the ends, and is in the form of a rectangle 
with its longest sides curved gracefully in- 
ward. Its upper and lower faces are flat 
and parallel, and its thickness is three- 



eights of an inch. The material is fine 
grained sandstone. The supposed hie:o* 
glyphics on the upper face resemble the 
ornamentation of sculptured stones ^n 
Central America, figured by Catherwood. 
On the other face, there are only some 
longitudinal furrows, such as might be 
made by sharpening a pointed tool of metal 
upon the stone. The publishers had a 
fac simile tracing of the ornamented side, 
taken and engraved on wood, which ac- 
companied the description of Mr. Gest. 
The editors appended a column of remarks. 
Plaster models were made and distributed 
among antiquarians. The engravin!; which 
is a very faithful representation of the 
stone, has been reproduced in many books 
subsequently published, from one of which 
I make some extracts. 

Professor Daniel Wilson, L. L. D., of 
T«)ronto Canada, in his learned woilc enti- 
tled Pre-Hlstoric Man; London, 1865,refer3 
at length to the "Cincinnati Stone,*' after 
having discarded the "Holy Stone,*' of 
Newark as a forgery. 

"Upon its smooth surface, an elaborate 
figure is represented, as shown in the ac- 
companving illustration ; by grinding the 
interspaces within a rectangular border,8o 
as to produce what has been regarded as a 
hireogiyphic inscription. But a remarka- 
ble feature of its graven device is the se- 
ries of lines, b^ which the plain surface at 
each end is divided. The ends of the 
stdue form arcs of diTr^rent dimensions. 
The greater arc is divided by a series of 
lines, twenty-seven, into equal spaces, and 
within this is another series of seven 
oblique lines. The lesser arc, at the 
opposite end, is divided in 
like manner, bv the series of lines twenty- 
five, and eight in number, similarly ar- 
ranged. This tablet has not failed to re- 
ceive due attention. It has been noted 
that it bears a singular resemblance to the 
Egyptian Cartouoh. The series of lines 
were discovered to yield, in the form of 
the products of the longer and shorter 
ones, a near approximation to the number 
of days in the year, a result which furn- 
ished the requisite grounds for ascribing to 
the tablet an astronomical origin, and so 
constitutmg it an ancient calender, re- 
cording the approximation of the Mound 
Builders to the true length of the solar 
year. Mr. Squier perhaps runs to the op- 
posite extreme, in suggesting that it is 
probably nothing but a stamp, such as 
have been found made of clay in Mexico 
and the Mississippi Mounds, used in im- 
pressing ornamental patterns on cloth or 
prepared skins. Such clay stamps always 
betray their purpose, by a handle attached 
tathem, as in the corresponding bronze 
stamp of the Romans.'* 

"Another hypothesis may be admissible, 
th^t is a record of a certain scale of meas- 
urement.** 

"If so, the discovery of a record per- 
taining to the standards of measurement 
of the Mound Builders, is calculated to 
add new and more definite interest to our 
study of their geometrical constructions." 

Thus for, near thirty vears, this orna- 
mented stone was received as genuine, 
though its hieroglyphic character was not 
geui^ally admitted. All illusions and all 
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•-peculations on this relic are now dissipa- 
1;ed. Recently loofkinj? over Professor 
Wilson's work in our library, I perceived 
s written leaf pasted into the book, at the 
^ace where it is noticed by the author, 
which proved to be the following 
statement. It wipes out the last supposed 
record of the race of the Mounds. 

COMMENTS OF DR. JABED P. KIBTIiAND, 
CLEYEIAKD, OHIO, DECEMBER 1871, 
ON FIGURE 17, PAGE, 221 WILSON'S PRE- 
HISTORIC MAN **CINCINNATI TABLET." 

In early days a high and regular formed 
mound was located m the western part of 
Cincinnati. General Wilkinson at an early 
time placed upon it an observatoiy and 
•sentries for watching the Indians. In the 
year 1841 the corporation established a 
street through this mound and its destruc- 
tion rapidly progressed. 

One morning while I was in the Chemi- 
<5al Laboratory of my colleague in the 
Ohio Geological Survey and in the Medical 
■College of Ohio, Professor John Locke, 
in the Spring of that year, an artful and 
sinister looking man rushed into the 
room and assuming a high degree of 
excitement, stated that while 

•excavating the centre of the mound 
he had dug out a curiously engraved stone, 
which he could sell to us for $40 or $50, 
and handed out che Tablet figured on page 
221. Prof. Locke took it, and calmly ex- 
amined the engraving through a magnifier. 
He, in a sarcastic manner, said to the 
stranger, "I would advise you, before you 
attempt to palm this off as a piece of an- 
tiquity, to carefully brush from the exca- 
vations in the stone the fine grains of sand 
■formed by the cutting instrument." I 
then examined it in a similar manner, and 
plainly detected the imposition. The fel- 
low hastily seized the stone and made his 
exit without a reply. 

The next year a figure and description 
of this stone appeared in the American 
Pioneer, 

I afterwards learned that this stone was 
cut and engraved in a marble shop in that 
city and was carefully buried the night 
previous, in the mound, where it would 
be reached by the excavators in the next 
day's labors. J. P. Kirtland. 

THE NEWARK HOLT STONE. 

Near Newark, Licking county, is a series 
of ancient earth-works, more extensive 
than any that have hitherto been described 
on the waters of the Mississippi. When I 
made the first detailed survey of these 
works, in February, 1838, they were little 
injured by cultivation, most of the ground 
being then in its original condition of thick 
forest. They occupy in all their ramifica- 
tions more than a thousand acres. A plan 
with full descriptive maps may be seen in 
the **Monuments of the Mississippi Val- 
ley,'* by Squier & Davis, published by the 
Bmithsonian Institute in 1847. A portion 
of the less conspicuous works are now 
obliterated, but they are still an object of 
wonder to all tourists, and of still deeper 
interest to all students of American an- 
tiauity. 

Near the close of the month of June, 1860, 
I was at Newark on business having no 



connection with the old earth- works, for 
which this place has now become celebrated 

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon the late 
David Wy rick, an old resident of the town, 
was seen in a very excited manner, hurry- 
ing along the main street, from the direc- 
tion of the canal. He was regarded there 
as an eccentric character, an uneducated 
man, but on some subjects, particularly 
mathematics, as possessed of decided abili- 
ty. He had held the oflBce of county sur- 
veyor until long continued attacks of 
acute rheumatism rendered him physical- 
ly incompetent. With his limbs and 
joints so swollen by elephantisis, attend- 
ed bj intense suffering, his feet and hands 
so dis^guredas scarcely to retain their hu- 
man aspect, he was everywhere regarded 
with commiseration. For some years he 
had adopted the theory that the Hebrews 
were the builders of the earth works of 
the West, and when his physical condition 
would allow it, sought dilli^ently among 
them for proofs to sustain this hobby. He 
was certainly an enthusiast, his mind 
somewhat distorted, in sympathy with his 
body, but no one of his neighbors thought 
him capable of deliberate deception. 

As he passed rapidly from shop to shop, 
and store to store, on this hot afternoon of 
June, he exhibited with exultation the 
stone, afterwards known as the **Holy 
Stone," as a triumphant proof and settle- 
ment of his Jewish theory. ^ General Israel 
Dille, who had known Wyrick since he was 
a young man and had full confidence in him 
proposed that we should take him in a 
huggy, and at once proceed to the spot 
where it was found. A lad of his, about 14 
years of age, helped to make the excava- 
tion, and he was taken with us. We drove 
immediately to the spot, about a mile 
southwest of the town, where the earth 
they had thrown out was still fresh and 
moist. The hole they had made was near 
the center of an artificial circular depres- 
sion, common among the earth works, 
about twenty feet in diameter and three 
feet deep at the middle, with a low rim or 
bank around it* Hi said he and his son 
were searching for human bones, and, at a 
depth of 12 or 14 inches, about an hour 
previous, had thrown out the inscribed 
stone. It had been only partially cleaned, 
and the dirt being a fine yellow loam, 
which filled the sunken spaces, corres- 
ponded fully with that of the pit. The lad 
confirmed what his father said, and added 
that as soon as the characters on the stone 
were discovered he ran away to town with 
it like a crazy man. 

The stone had i^ot the appearance of 
great antiquity, but suggested that it might 
have been buried fifty years. The Free 
Masons of Newark at once recognized it as 
one of <-heir emblems, representing the 
"Key Stone" of an arch which Master 
Masons wore in early times as an insignia 
of their rank. On th ese * 'Key Stones' * and 
on their modem substitutes the owner 
was priviledged to engrave mottos accord- 
ing to his taste. There were modes 
enough to account for such a stone being 
found in this depression, without giving it 
any connection with the Mound Builders. 
It might have been dropped there since the 
advent Of the present race of white men 
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and covered by the accumulations of loam 
and yegetatlon continually washed to- 
wards the center of the cavi*^^y. It was 
secured by the EthnologicalSociety of New 
York and commented upon fully by the 
members, but with a general doubt of its 
genuineness 

Mr. Wyrick*s account, which he pub- 
lished soon after in pamphlet, reads thus : 

"The following is a representation of the 
four sides of the supposed keystone that 
was found on the 29th of June, 1860, in a 
sink or depression, commonly called a 
"well hole," whilst looking for bones that 
said holes were said to contain. The ob- 
ject of looking for human bones was to as- 
certain the truth of such assertion. This 
stone is in the size and shape represented 
b^ the cuts, and has upon each of the four 
sides a Hebrew inscription, in the Hebrew 
character, which, when translated, reads, 
"The King of the Earth," "The Word of 
the Lord," "The Laws of Jehovah," "The 
Holy of Holies." 

The letters are nearly an inch lon^, and 
well sunk into the stone. Taken m the 
same order as Mr. Wyrick has recited 
them, the Hebrew senteDces are "Torah 
Adonai," "Dabbah Adonai," "KadoshKa- 
dosheem," "Malach Aratz," and with a 
free reading give a consecutive sentence 
thus, according to three Hebrew scholars 
acting independently: "The law of God, 
the word of God, the King of the earth is 
most holy." While this stone was being 
discussed Wyrick went on digging, and 
his discoveries were much more startling 
and doubtful than those already given, 
but much more appropos of Moses and the 
Jews. On pages of his illustrated pamph- 
let, the results are thus described : 

"The following four cuts ara those of four 
sides of a very singular stone, found en- 
closed in a stone box buried twenty feet in 
the earth, or in the earth of a tremendous 
stone mound. This stone was found on 
the first of November, 1861, in company 
with five others (persons). In the first 
place, on removing this stone pile (several 
years before), which was said (truly) to 
have been forty feet high, rising from a 
base 182 feet in diameter, some of the 
workhands came to a mound of pure clay, 
of which they say there was or is quite a 
number within the periphery of this stone 
base, entirely around it, but covered by 
this enormous stone stack." * * * ** In 
one of these, in the clay, they found the 
shell of an old log, on which lay seven cop- 
per rings, with the appearance of some ex- 
tremely coarse cloth. * * Removing the 
old shell, they found it to be the cover to 
another piece of timber, resembling a 
trough, in which was coarse cloth (very 
rotten), human bones, hair, and ten copper 
rings, which they took, and covered up 
the troush and its contents. 

"In Julv, 1860, 1 happened to see a piece 
of the wood and^ four of the rings (now in 
possession of Dr\ Wilson, of Newark), and 
repaired to the place— (two miles east of 
Jacktown and south of the National Road) 
— with some work hands, and sa-^rilegious- 
ly took it up." In November, 1861, Wy- 
rick and three others, one of whom is said 
to have been Dr. Nichols, again attacked 
the wooden sarcophag 8 which had by 



that time been so much covered by falling 
earth, that they labored, from morning till 
three P. M. uncovering the pile of clay. It 
was the usual fire clay of the coal series, 
about two feet thick, evidently brought 
there. In this the wooden trough was 
firmly imbedded, and in this manner it had 
been preserved. 

" Near the under surface, imbedded in 
the clay, was taken the stone box (engr.ived 
size of nature in the pamphlet) whilst dig- 
ging in the hole in the clay, in which (the 
box) was enclosed a black stone, as is 
shown by the four following cuts of it^ 
with the characters on each siae, the Eng- 
lish of which appears to be an abridgement 
of the Ten Commandments." 

On one of the sides of the blackstone. is a 
likeness of Moses with his name in Hebrew 
over his head. He is represented as a very 
savage and pugnacious individual. The 
Hebrew letters were like those of the Holv 
Stone readily translated by Hebrew 
scholars. Wyrick closes his pamphlet in 
in these words: "Would it not require 
a very profound scholar, in Hebrew to 
make such an abridgement of the Hebrew 
decalogue with foreign characters as is 
made above." * * * "Bacon's arrant 
school boy borrowing a Hebrew Bible even 
in Ohio of some minister and whittling 
hone stones into gin bottles (Bacon's Life 
Elexir) forever with aU the jack knives in 
Christendom could produce even in Ohio 
such an outrage or piece of scholarship." 

'I his somewhat blind and sarcastic allu- 
sion was intended for those who ques- 
tioned the genuineness of these inscribed 
stones. Experienced arcbeologists had 
never much faith in the Holy stone. 
When Moses and the ten commandments 
appeared, Wyrick s character as an impos- 
tor was soon established. 

Not iong after this he died, and in his pri- 
vate room among the valuable relics he 
had so zealously collected, a Hebrew Bible 
was found, which fully cleared up the 
mystery of Hebrew inscriptions "even in 
Ohio." This had been the secret and 
study of years, by a poverty stricken and 
suffering man, who in some respects was 
almost a genius. His case presents the 
human mind in one of its most mysterious 
phases, partly aberation and partly fraud. 
When the Arabs who are employed to 
explore ruins on the Nile 

and the Euphrates, discover what 
relics their employers are in 
pursuit of, they generally produce them. 
Here the motive is plain, it is money. 
Perhaps this was the case with the "sinis- 
ter" individual, who presented himself to 
Professors Locke and Kiiiiland with the 
Cincinnati stone. The Grave Creek in- 
scription if it was gotten up by the pro- 
prietor Mr. Tcmlinso»^, mi^ht be placed in 
the same catagory Ii, as is more proba- 
ble, it was the work of another party, who 
must have industriously studied the 
Runic or Bardic alphabet, 'it can only be 
attributed to an innate pleasure in the 
practice of deception amounting to mono- 
mania. We have frequent exhibitions of 
this disease in the case of articles pre- 
sented to our museum, in some instances 
by persons who profess to be respectable^ 
and conscientious. 
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OFFIGEBS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Col. Chas. Whittlesey, President and 
ourator. 

Dr. J. H. Salisbury, Vice President. 

Secretary, (vacant.) * 

Hon. S. niiliamson. Treasurer and 
curator. 

Mrs. M, Milford, Librarian. 

CUBATORS ELECJTBD. 

Joseph Perkins, G. T. Sherman, J. H. A. 
Bone, 0. C. Baldwin, Mrs. J. H. Sargent, 
John W. Allen, Miss Mary C. Bray ton. 

CURATOBS EX-OFFICIO. 

Wm. Bingham, Benj. A. Stanard, H. M. 
Chapin, James Barnet. 

lilFE MEMBERS, 

Leonard Case, H. M. Chapin, Joseph 
Perkins, H. A. Harvey. 
C^neral Statement by tlie Prenldent. 

—Memorial Notice of Alfred T. 
Ooodman. 

Our collection ol books, maps, manu- 
scripts, pamphlets, relics and general 
curiosities continues to increase as hereto- 
fore with a rapidity greater than we had 
anticipated, almost entirely the result of 
voluntary donations. We have no sys- 
tematic catajogue of relics, pioneer or war 
implements, and other articles of general 
interest,con8tituting ourmuseum; but our 
efficient and systematic librarian, Mrs. 
Milford, reports the relative number of 
books, pamphlets and registered visitors 
for 1871 and 1872 to be as follows : 

Increase dur- 
1871 1872 ing the year. 

No: of Books 1181 20(t2 321 

No. of Pamphlets... 2589 3CO0 411 

No. of Visitors 625 1024 409 

It is not our purpose to collect a largo 
library. The designs of the institution in 
this respect are special ; to pT*ocure as far 
as possible, and to preserve for reference 
all the matter within our reach, whether 
books, pamphlets, maps or manuscripts, 
which has a bearing upon the early histo- 
ry of Ohio, in particular, and of the 
ijorthwestem States in general. 

The printed books on this subject are 
few in number, not exceeding four or five 
hundred, but most of them are so rare as | 



not to be found in ordinary book stores* 
I think when our catalogue is made out 
we shall find that we are now in posses- 
sion of three-fourths of them, and that 
there Is not a more complete collection on 
early history, to be found west of the Al- 
leghany Mountains. It has already be- 
come a plac0 much frequented by persons 
who are working up the local and general 
history of Ohio. Our historical maps and 
manuscripts are not as complete as the 
books and pamphlets, but are highly valu- 
able. Among the old maps in our collec- 
tion are the following : 

A general atlas of the world, very full 
as to Europe, containing with illustrations 
95 sheets folio bound, of date 1701 to 1720 
by JohnBaptiste Homan Nuremberg. De- 
posited by Breoo Nicolais, Cleveland. 

Map of **Caroiana and the River Mesch- 
acebe," by Daniel Coxe, 1727. 

British North America, with the French 
and Spanish settlements adjacent, by 
Henry Popple, London, 1733. 

^^Possessions Anglaise et Francaise,** by 
I. Rotter, Amsterdam, 1752. 

"British and French Dominions in 
North America," eight large sheets, bound 
by John Mitchel, Amsterdam, 1755. Pre- 
sented by Rev. E. A. Dairymple, Secre- 
tary Maryland Historical Society. 

"Middle British Colonies in America," 
by Lewis Evans, with Pownall's topo- 
graphical descriptions, London and Phila- 
delphia. 1755; same second edition, with 
descriptions by Evans, Philadelphia, 1760. 
Printed by B. Franklin and D. Hall. 

*'Atlas of British Colonies in North 
America." including admiralty surveys, 
twenty-five large sheets, by William J^'ad- 
den, London, 1777. 

Charts and illustrations of Captain 
Cook's voyages around the world, 1772 to 
1780, thick volume folio, on deposit by C. 
C. Baldwin, Esq. 

Large map of Pennsylvania, on cloth, by 
R. Howell, 1792. 

Large bound volume of manuscript 
maps, from the papers of the Connecticut 
Land Company, 1796-7. 

Map of Ohio, 1806, by John F. Mans- 
field. Presented by Joseph SuUivant. 

Map of Ohio, 1815, by Hough & Bourne, 
Chillicothe, 1816. 
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Manuscript map of the west end of 
Lake Erie, apparently for the use of the 
army in 1813, from the papers of John 
Walworth. 

Manuscript plat of a State road from the 
forks of Muskingum (Coshocton) to 
Painesville, by Abram Tappen, 1805. 

General Atlas of the World: Dublin, 
1800. Presented by Hon. 8. Williamson. 

General Atlas, by Matthew Carey & 
Son, PhUadelphia, 1818. Presented by J. 
P. Kirtland, L. L. D. 

Maps of northern boundary, commission 
of 1820. Presented by the late M. B. 
Scott, Esq. _ 

Map of Paris and its fortifications. Pre- 
sented by N. C. Winslow, Esq. 

Maps of twenty counties in Ohio. 

We have been presented during the year 
with a series of works relating to the an- 
tiquities of North and Central America, 
embraceing everything on that subject 
which we fiud in the market. This muni- 
ficent donation includes the great work of 
Lord Kingsborough in nine folio volumes, 
reproducing the picture writings of Mexi- 
co, in f ac simile, with translations, so far 
as they are accessible in America or Ehi- 
rope. Pew libraries in the United States 
possess these rare and splendid volumes. 
Next to what relates to general history and 
antiquities, we desire to have in our library 
works of a local and statistical character, 
such as oflBcial reports of Legislatures, 
municipal corporations and public institu- 
tions of all kinds, whether new or old ; 
city and county maps of Ohio, and 
sketches of the settlements of townships, 
including the earliest settlers. 

Public feeling in this community is so 
favorable to this institution that our -jona- 
tions of articles for the museum, come in 
more rapidly than we can provide cases 
to arrange and display them. 1 believe 
that an equally liberal feeliue exists in 
regard to money contributions, and that 
it is only necessary to make an effort in 
the way of solicitation to put ourselves in 
a good condition fi uancially . At present the 
annual subscriptions, for membership do 
not meet current expenses, without an 
occasional resort to the legacy of the late 
Mr. Warner. Somethimg more than a 
year since we had a special contribution 
in money for the purpose of developing 
the antiquities of the State, an investiga- 
tion which should have attracted the at- 
tention of the State geologists. Surveys 
of the aneient works in the Cuyhoga val- 
ley have been made by the help of this 
fund ; of which the members have evi- 
dence in pamphlet No. 5, of our series. 
Elxaminations have been made, and fac 
simile copies of several ancient inscrip- 
tions upon rocks, within this State, have 
been pre cured. These tracings now on 
exhibition in this room, aie taken full 
natural size, and then photographed to a 
scale convenient for engraving. In this 
way they will be made available for anti- 
quarians; by a process, the accuracy of 
which no one can call in question. 



Since the last annual meeting the so- 
ciety has sustained an irreparable loss in 
the death of our Secretary, lir. Alfred T. 
Goodman. The committee appointed bj 
the curators to prepare a notice of hu 
short but busy life, and his ever zealous 
services in the cause of history, have not 
fully completed their work. It will soon 
be ready, and will appear as i>art of the 
proceedings of this meeting. The mor- 
tality of our officers and members during 
the year has been unusually great. Be- 
sides our lamented Secretary, our First 
i^Vioe President, M. B. Scott, Esq., an 
'~orifirinal member and substantial friend 
of the society, died suddenly on the 2d of 
February last. The venerable John Har- 
mon of Ravenna, Ohio, an honorary mem- 
ber, who has contributed many valuable 
papers on the history of the Reserve, died 
at the ripe age of eightry-two 
years on the 29tli of August, 1871. 
The Hon. W. B. Castle, one of our 
active members, and formerly Mayor of 
Cleveland,departed this life on the ^th of 
Februarv, and Dr. E. W. Sackrider, one of 
the original members, on the 12th of April, 
1872. 

An experiment was tried during the 
past winter to revive the public interest 
which Existed before the war in useful and 
scientific lectures. The old Library room 
in the Case Block was handsomely fitted 
up for that purpose, and a course of six 
lectures delivered for the joint benefit of 
the members of the Library Association, 
the Kirtland Society of Natural Science, 
and the Historical Society. The subjects 
and lectures were. On the Structure of 
Sponges, by Prof. A. U. Tuttle, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass, ; The Scenery and Resources 
! of Colorado, by Geo. H. Ely, Esq., of Cleve- 
land; on the Motive Power of Animals, 
by Prof. E. S. Morse, of Salem, Mass ; two 
on the Elxtinct Saurian Reptiles, by Prof. 
S. G. Williams, Superintendent Cleveland 
High School; The Teachings of Nature, 
by Hon. H. Rice, Cleveland. The audi- 
ences were not large but appreciative, and 
the lectures were throughout both inter- 
esting and highly instructive. 

I conclude by urging on the curators the 
adoption and the energetic execution of 
some plan to secure a permanent income 
for this association. The amount required 
is not large, but it should be certain and 
permanent. * 

MEMOIR OF ALFRED THOMAS GOODMAN, 
LATE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY. 

The committee appointed by the cura- 
tors to prepare a memorial notice of our 
late Secretary, believe that nothing can 
be more proper and acceptable than the 
spontaneous expressions of his friends, and 
of the press at the time of his decease. 
We can add nothing to the eamescness 
and the tenderness of these expressions, 
but will give in addition thereto, somd- 
thing more of his personal histoiy. For 
one who died so young he had already ac- 
complished much. 
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ALFRED T. GOODMAN. 



[rrom the GleTeland Plain Dealer, Dec. 21 1871] 
The late Alfred T. Goodman was a 
young man of unusual promise, mentally. 
His mind ran to specialties. He had a 
mania for gathering autographs, and his 
collection was one of the finest in the 
country, containing the signatures of all 
the American Presidents, and of many 
crowned heads and literary and other 
•celebrities of Europe. Very few young men 
were so deeply read in the political and 
general history of this country jparticular- 
& In the early history of the West. The 
Western Reserve Historical Society owes 
its present flourishing condition more to 
his efforts than those of any other man. 
The historical papers which he contributed 
to the press of this city attracted general 
attention. 

When Quite young he was connected 
with the Harrisburg Patriot After his 
return to Cleveland, he studied law for 
some time in Judge Banney's office, but 
had abandoned the idea of completing his 
studies and permanently entering the 
profession, owing to ill health. His edu- 
cation was entirely obtained in the schools 
of this city, and what accrued through 
self-government. Mr. Goodman was but 
twenty-six years of age at the time of his 
death. It seems lamentable that this 
young man, apparently moulded for a 
career of mark, should be taken so early ; 
but **man proposes and God disposes." 
[Prom the Cleveland Herald Dec. 21, 1871.] 
We have just learned of the decease of 
Mr Goodman, late Secretary to the His- 
torical Society, which oocurred in this 
city, Wednesday evening, Decem- 
ber 20th. Those who have 
taken an interest in the work of the His- 
torical^ Society know how much of his 
short life has been devoted to historical 
researches. In 1868 he was elected Secre- 
tary and has given since then, without 
jpNecuniary compensation, at least half his 
time and labor to its affairs, besides nu- 
merous and valuale donations of coins, 
autograqhs, maps, pamphlets and books. 
He was attacked with hemorrhage of the 
lungs about two years since, and 
has been constantly sinking until 
the fatal hour arrived. It 
is a disease which entails incessant 
physical suffering under which he has 
borne np heroically, even after all hope of 
recover^ had been abandoned. His bril- 
liant mind was clear throughout the de- 
pressing influences of a malady known to 
be latal. We have recently made note of 
his edition of the journal of Oeptain Wm. 
Trent, through Ohio in 1752 with copious 
and learned notes. Gen. Arthur St. Clair, 
first Governor of the Northwest Territory, 
was a favorite of his, and for several 
years with great assiduity, he had labored 
upon a biography, which is nearly com- 
plete, calculated to do justice to that un- 
fortunate public man. To one so young 
his acquaintance with the scources of his- 
tory, especially in manuscript, was prob- 
ably without a parallel. The pamphlets 
and tracts published by the Society 



are largely original historical mat- 
ter, prepared by him. In the pursuit of 
valuable manuscripts he i>er8erved until 
every chance of recovery was gone. Mr. 
Goodman is an example of the value of 
our High Schools, and the completeness of 
home education. He had no other train- 
ing to literary lif e,and probably had all that 
was necessary to success. As a penman 
he was not only plain and elegant,but veiy 
rapid. His most hasty composition left 
no excuse for errors of the compositors. 

Why one so promising, and apparently 
destined to be honored and useful, should 
so soon be removed from life and his be- 
loved pursuits, is one of the inscrutable 
acts of that Supreme Providence, who, to 
use his own words: **doeth all things 
well." 

BBMARKS OB THE REV. W. H. GOODRICH 
AT THE rUNERAI^ DEC. 24th, 1871. 

It was one of the last requests of our 
young friend and brother, whose remains 
we are now to la;}?* in the grave, that I 
should assist at his funerfH, and speak 
some words of remembrance and of sym- 
pathy. I have known him for many years, 
since he was about fourteen years old, and 
have held him from that time in peculiar 
esteem. No one could become acquainted 
with him even as a boy, without being 
struck by his marked traits of character, 
and unusual tokens of promise. Though 
my meetings with him have not been fre- 
quent, they have alwav s been warm and 
interesting. 1 recall especially an hour 
spent with him in Harrisburg some years 
ago which heightened my regard far him, 
and impressed me with his development 
and worth. He always seemed to seek 
and value the society^ of older men. He 
had his own young friends and associates 
as others have, but he sought every oppor- 
tunity to gain knowledge from those who 
could impart it, and was always aspiring 
after some new acquisition. He had 
great capacity for gathering facts and 
reasoning about them. How far he culti- 
vated recondite science, I do not know, 
but for the broader and commoner sciences 
he had peculiar aptitude, and was making 
steady attainment. He was already of 
value in our community. He was uncon- 
sciously making a place for himself which 
no one is at hand to fill ; and had he lived, 
would have occupied an honorable position, 
as a man of high self culture, and of au- 
thority in certain branches of knowledge. 
Meanwhile he neglected no duty to the 
household, which in its trials and ameni- 
ties, relied much on his counsel and care. 
How faithful a son and brother he has 
been these mourning hearts could testify. 
His memory will remain fresh and pre- 
cious in all this circle of kindred. 

It is these remembrances of his worth 
and promise which makes this affliction 
bitter. Death does sometimes seem, to 
our reason, without order. It has no re- 
spect of persons, and takes away the very 
one we least could spare. It regards no 
seasons or circumstances, but breaks with 
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it0 Bammons upon the gladdest holiday of 
the year. It is blessed to know that 
strange as it may seem to us, it never is 
without order in God*s sight. Our times 
are in His hands. The number of our 
months is with Him, and He hath ap- 
Dolnted oar bound that we shsll not pass. 
Nothing passes unpermitted by His wis- 
dom. And all the circumstances of trial, 
the attendant pains and weariness that ac- 
company a death like this, are fully com- 
prehended in the thoughts of our Heayenly 
Father. Our friend and brother submit- 
ted to disease and death patiently as to 
the will of God. He was comforted by a 
child-like trust in His gracious love. He 
rested, yes he rejoiced in the knowledge 
of a Savior on whom he laid his sins, and 
to whom he committed the keeping of his 
soul till the day of God. 

BXTBACT FROM A PRIVATE liBTTEB. 

Cincinnati, Dec. 29th, 1871. 
"I have just learned with great regret of 
the death of our voung friend, Alfred T. 
Goodman. Though I have not had the 

eleasure of a personal acquaintance with 
im, my correspondence for the last two 
years has been so frequent, so profit- 
able, and so pleasant to me, that I 
esteemed him ver^r highly as a personal 
friend. His death is a great loss, not only 
to his family and your society ; but to the 
State of Ohio, as I know of no one whose 
knowledge* taste and perseverance in his- 
torical matters, presented the prospect of 
so important and profitable a future ; es- 
pecially valuable to this State, where that 
particular talent is rare." R. C. 

L. C. Draper, the veteran historian of the 
West, wrote to us "that among the promis- 
ing young men of this new country, it is 
rare to find one of historfcal talent, such 
as our young friend possessed, and who 
may take the place of the fathers who are 
so rapidly passing away.'* 

His parents, John Goodman and Ann 
Goodman {nee George) are natives of 
Warwickshire, England, near Leamington 
and Warwick Ciastle. They emigrated to 
Washington, Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, where Alfred was born Decem- 
ber 15th, 1845. The family removed to 
Cleveland just in time to give him the 
benefit of the public schools in this city. 
A fixed number of the scholars of the pri- 
mary schools who stands highest are ee- 
lecti^d for the high school, which is prac- 
ticallv a college. Young Goodman took 
the lead in his classes throughout. The 
Superintendent of the High School says 
his capacity to acquire knowledge was re- 
markable, and that his industry kept pace 
with hia capacity. 

In 1861, Boon after graduating, he joined 
the 150th regiment of Ohio National 
Guards, and served at Washington, D. C, 
in the defence of that place against the 
attack on Fort Saunders under General 
Breckenridge. Poon after the discharge 
of those regiments, he became as- 
sistant editor and Legislative Re- 
porter to the Daily Patriot and 



Union, at Harrisburg, Pa., a connection 
which lasted until 1868. He was attracted 
to Harrisburg more by his historical than 
by his political bias. The State papers, 
the archives of the State Historical Socle- 
ty, and especially the collection of the late 
General Wm. H, Miller, presented irresist- 
able attractions to him. His remarkably 
rapid use of his pen, coupled with— what is 
so unusual— a clear and plain chirography, 
enabled him to report speeches and take 
notes, which were ready for the press with- 
out revision. Old and indistinct manu- 
scripts were deciphered by him as it were * 
by instinct. He was never happier than 
while engaged picking out, here and there, 
an historical fact, from a pile of old letters 
— an occupation that to most men is tire- 
some, if not disgusting. 

As Secretary, of this Society he was en- 
gaged in collecting historical letters and 
manuscripts. His fondness for correspon- 
dence enabled him to trace out and recover 
valuable papers or copies of them from the 
most distant and obscure places.*' 

He had a capacious memory, without 
which no one can gather up and marshal 
the detached facts which constitute his- 
tory. From 1868 to 1870 his health was ap- 
parently robust, and his promise of life 
uncommonly good. In stature he was 
small, but compact ana active, with a fair 
and fresh complection, dark hair and eyes ; 
well represented in the photograph which 
is placed over his desk in our hall. 

During these two years of perfect health, 
he wrote and published in diflFerent news- 
papers a brief notice of the Governors of 
Ohio, of William Crawford, who perished 
on the Sandusky plains, tortured to death 
by fire, in 1782; and a history of the cam- 
paign of General Harmar to the Maumee 
River in 1790. Of our historical tracts, he 
wrote those entitled ''First White Child in 
Ohio," "First White Settlers in Ohio,*' and 
''Judges of the Supreme Court of Ohio." 
He had labored assiduously upon a biog- 
raphy of General St. Clair, which is nearly 
completed, but is not in proper shape for 
publication. In 1871 after his health be- 
came visibly impaired ; and by frequent 
hemorrhages of the lungs; be became 
conscious of his doom ; the "Journal of 
Captain Wm. Trent" in 1752, was pre- 
pared fer publication, and issued by Wm. 
Dodge of Cincinnati, only a few weeks 
prior to his death. 

More than an hundred of the sketches, 
in Drakes American Dictionary ot Biog- 
raphy, were furnished by iir. Goodnianj 
but the work itself, he was not permitted 
to see. Before the fatal disease assumed 
such proportions, as to take away the hope 
of prolonged life, he was looking forward 
to the composition of a history of Ohio, 
for which a laree part of the materials 
are already collected incur library. His 
last days were characterised by intense 
physical suffering, which he bore without 
complaint, looking forward to the hour of 
death, with resigaation and hope, and not 
with dread. 
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ROCK SCULPTURES NEAIt BARNESYILLE, 

BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO. 



In 1857 or '58 Mr. Thomas Kite of Cincinnati examined the " track 
rocks " near Barnes ville, and took casts of some of the sculptured figures. 
Jas. W. Ward, Esq., of the same city, soon afterward, made a detailed sketchy 
which he caused to be engraved and circulated. In 1869 Dr. J. H. Salis- 
bury and myself made a visit to the place, with a view to get a tracing on 
cloth, but were compelled to give it up for want of time. An arrange- 
ment was made with Dr. Jas, W. Walton of Bamesville to take a tracing 
for this Society, which, however, was not received until the fall of 1871. 
The discussion which took place at the Indianapolis meeting of the 
American Association, in August, 1871, was based upon Mr. Ward's 
sketch, which had been made with much care, he being not only an 
artist, but an antiquarian. 

This was reproduced, with a detailed description, by Mr. Ward, in the 
first number of the American Anthropological Journal, issued in January, 
1872, at New York. When Dr. Walton's fac simile tracings, size of nature, 
were received it was evident that notwithstanding the care exercised by 
Mr. Ward, there were important omissions, which destroyed the value of 
the discussions at Indianapolis, based upon his sketch. It is now con- 
ceded that copies of such sculptures must be made by casts, squeezes, or 
tracings, in order to be reliable. In the different representations that 
have appeared of the " Dighton Rock," the supposed Grave Creek stone, 
the "Big Indian Kock," on the Susquehanna, and the " Independence 
Stone," of this County, something material is omitted, or palpably dis- 
torted. Mere sketches are of little or no ethnological value. I think the 
mode adopted by us, leaves little room for errors, either in size or propor- 
tion, but there may be in the manner or aspect that belongs to every 
object, and which is known by the plain but forcible expression, " life 
like." The rock was first thoroughly cleaned of the moss and dirt, as 
Dr. Walton explains in his letter accompanying the tracings. All of the 
artificial depressions were then filled with paint, and a sheet of muslin 
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4 DESCRIPTION BY DR. WALTOK. 

covering the entire block, pressed into the sculptured figures. This coarse 
grit is so nearly imperishabfe, that whatever distinct markings were orig- 
inally cut upon it, are doubtless there now, and are not perceptibly injured 
by exposure. These groups present the first instance among the rock 
inscriptions of Ohio, where it can be said that we now have complete and 
entire, in their primitive condition, all the figures that are capable of 
being traced, not mutilated by man, or obliterated by the elements. Dr. 
Walton^s description will now be both intelligible and interesting. 

'*Tlie copies I send you exhibit every definite figure those rocks contain, and 
indeed many more than will be noticed by a casual observer of them. 

" Some of them were discovered only after removing the lichens of ages ; others 
after glancing the eye along the suf face of the rocks from every point of the com- 
pass; and others after the sun had declined low in the west, casting dim shadows 
over depressions too shallow to be seen before. And there are many indistinct 
impressions on each of the rocks tliat could not be copied— these resemble the in- 
definite remains of innumerable tracks of men and animals overlying each other, 
as may be seen on our highways, after a rain has effaced almost every outline. 

** Upon examining the point of the smaller rock it will appear that two men, 
each accompanied by a dog, seem to have passed over it in opposite directions. 
This idea has never, so far as I have learned, occurred to any pei*son who has 
heretofore examined the rocks; the figures being regarded as distinct and discon- 
nected, as they appear on the larger stone. I did not catch the idea, until after I 
had painted all the distinct figures on this stone, and had impressed the cloth 
on the paint, when upon removing and examining the print I found, say, first a 
right foot print, then a left one at its appropriate position, then a right foot where 
it should be, but the succeeding left one wanting. 

" This set me on a more careful examination of the motley indentations covering 
this part of the rock for traces of the lost feet, and it was not a great while before 
I found sufiScient remains of just what was wanting, and at their appropriate 
places, but in exceedingly indistinct impressions. 

*' The rude cuts of human faces, part of the human feet, the rings, stars, serpents, 
and some others, are evidently works of art, as in the best of them the marks of 
the engraving instrument are to be seen ; and it Is barely possible that the residue 
of those figures were carved by the hands of men ; however, I must say that the 
works of the best sculptors, do not surpass the exquisite finish of most of the tracks 
on those rocks." 

DESCRIPTION OF MR. WARD. 

Cincinnati, August 24, 1868. 
Charles Whittlesey : 

My Dear Sir: 1 went to the ** track rocks," as I found the neighbors had 
already christened them, in pursuance of the intention I intimated to you, wishing 
very much you could have gone with me. You would have been pleased with the 
trip, and interested in the sculptures, which these so called tracks undoubtedly are. 
They are perfect enough to deceive any one who does not critically examine them. 
There are two main tables — though a few scattering sculptures are found upon 
other stones in the vicinity. I have made pretty accurate drawings of the two 
tables, omitting, however, in the one represented by the left hand cut, a few 
"tracks " removed from the main group, that I could not get in. The magnified, 
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REFERENCES TO PLATE NO. ONE. 5 

though still much reduced, figures on the sheet are taken from casts of some of 
the most conspicuous objects, made by Mr. Kite. These rocks are the sandstone 
grit of the coal series, and have the appearance of being boulders. They stand 
about three feet above the surface of the ground, and are surrounded by large 
trees of oak, walnut, poplar and locust. The markings until lately were quite 
concealed by a heavy growth of moss. 

The two figures upon the small fragment lying upon the left hand tablet are 
upon another stone not many feet distant from the one upon which I have placed 
it. [Note. — These are not on our copy.] These sculptures, as you may judge 
from the casts, are remarkably well made. It is difficult not to believe the birds' 
feet natural. An examination of the rock will convince any one, however, that 
the whole is the work of art. Historically these tables must be regarded as very 
interesting. I design making a little paper on the subject, and have therefore got 
the drawings engraved. 

I should say further that these tables are about ten to twelve feet long, and six 
to eight broad. The bear's foot is eight inches long; the large human loot on the 
right hand drawing, marked *'ax," is fifteen inches in length. In the rest I have 
preserved the relative proportion as to distance and magnitude. One interesting 
question is as to their probable age. 

Very truly, your Iriend, 

J. W. WARD. 

Plate No. L 
Group a. 1-20th of Nature. 

In all cases, whether single or in groups, the relative dimensions of 
the figures are preserved. The surface of this block is eight by eleven 
feet. An error has crept into the engraving of this group, in regard to 
the east and west sides, which should be reversed : for east read west, and 
for west east. 

^1 — ^human foot, greatest length 15 inches. 

a2 « « « " 10 « 

^6 « « « « 3^ « 

b — Nos. 1 and 2, apparently the fore foot of a bear, 5 J to 9 inches long. 

c — hind foot of wolf or dog, breadth across the toes 3} inches. 

ci — hind foot of a wolf or dog, breadth across the toes 2| inches. 

d — ^probably the hind foot of a bear, length 5| inches. 

e — Nos. 1 to 5, buffalo tracks, length 2 to 5 inches. 
. /— Nos. 1 to 13, so called ^^bird tracks," 3^ to 5 inches in length. 

g — ^Nos. 1 to 4, snakes, or portions of them, 13 to 21 inches in length. 

h — effigy of a bird, greatest length 22 inches. 

i — ^Nos. 1 to 9, resembles the spread out skin of an animal. 3 to 8 
inches greatest diameter. 

k — not recognized as an animal form, length 6 inches. 

I — an imperfect figure. 
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6 GENERAL REMARKS. 

n — probably a variation of i, with a groove that may have been part of 
the figure. 

— apparently incomplete. 

p — ^greatest length 6 inches. 

q — spirit circle, diameter 7| inches. 

X — Nos. 1 to 3, outlines of the human face, breadth 3^ to 6 inches. 

There is a rock in Georgia, described by the antiquarian, C. C. Jones, 
of that State, on which are a number of circles like " g," a sign used by 
the Chippeways to represent a spirit. 

Group B. Block 7 Feet by 8, Lying 20 Feet South of A. 

a — Nos. 2, 6, 7 and 8, human foot 9 inches long. 

c — Nos. 1 and 10 to 16, hind foot of a dog or wolf, 2^ to 4 inches broad 
across the toes. 

c — Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5, five toes, greatest breadth 4 to 5^ inches across 
the toes, (the animal not recognized.) 

d — hind foot of a bear. 

e^ — buffalo track, 3 inches long. 

e^ '' " 1^ « " a pair. 

/—so called "bird tracks," 3^ to 5 inches long. 

g — snake, 21 inches long, g'^ — ^part of same. 

t — groove 5 inches long. 

Group C. ** Turkey Foot Rock." 

Opposite Fort Meigs, at the foot of the rapids of Maumee river, north 
shore, on a limestone boulder. 

a — an eliptical depression, 6-J inches long and 1 inch deep. 

h b — shallow grooves, 5 to 9 inches long. 

c c c — " bird tracks," 2| to 6 inches long. 

The cross under the word "north" is 2| inches long. 

We have here as good representations as it is possible to procure, of 
two of the rock inscriptions of Ohio. The copy of the Independence 
stone, which was published in our Tract No. 5 (1870), embraces only a 
fragment of the original, not exceeding one-fourth of the surface ; once 
covered with sculptured effigies. If the figures Jiad a general relation to 
each other, it could not be determined by an inspection of only a portion 
of thorn. In 1842, when I first saw the " Turkey foot rock," at the rapids 
of the Maumee, it had many more characters on it than are represented 
on group C; but even at that time it was evident the group was not 
complete. The inscriptions near Newark, in Licking Co., 0., originally 
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THE BIRD TRACK CHARACTER. 7 

covered a vertical face of conglomerate rock, fifty or sixty feet in length, 
by six and eight feet in height. This rock is soft, and thei'efore the figures 
are easily erased. As the place was partially sheltered from the weather 
by overhangs, the injury done to them by exposure was not much ; but 
from the earliest settlement of the country, about the year 1800; it 
became a place where white men, sought 'to immortalize themselves by 
cutting their names across the old inscriptions. When Dr. Salisbury in 
1864 undertook to rescue what remained of them, it was only possible to 
trace the ancient figures over a space about, seven feet by thirteen, and 
here many of them were restored with difficulty, by great patience and 
labor. 

His copy is in the hands of the American Antiquarian Society, and is 
in the course of publication. It is therefore like the Independence stone, 
only a fragment. On the rock faces and detached sandstone blocks of the 
banks of the Ohio river, there are numerous groups of intaglios, but in them 
the style is quite different from those to which I have referred, and which 
are located in the interior. Those on the Ohio river, resemble the sym- 
bolical records of the North American Indians — such as the Kelley Island 
stone, described in Schoolcraft, by Capt. Eastman — the Dighton Kock — 
the Big Indian Rock of the Susquehanna and the "God Eock" of the 
Alleghany river. 

In those the supposed bird track is generally wanting. The large 
sculptured rock near Wellsville, which is only visible at low water of the 
Ohio ; has among the figures one that is prominent on the Barnesville 
stones. This is the fore-foot of the bear, with the outside toe distorted 
and set outward at right angles. 

Dr. Salisbury has analyzed the characters of the Newark group, and 
finds that there are (22) twenty -two of them. He is comparing them 
with the alphabets or syllable characters of Asia ; but as yet without a 
satisfactory result. About eight (8) centuries before Christ, the bird 
track, formed a part of the Chinese syllable alphabet, which led him to 
give them a more ancient date here, than the advent of the red race. 
Some of the earth mounds of Ohio have the same form, as for instance, 
the one at the center of the Newark circle ; but no connection has yet 
been established between the " mound builders," and these rock inscrip- 
tions. The mound builders did not, as the proofs now stand, make 
engraved figures on stone. The bird track character, partakes of the 
arrow-head type, which pervades the records of many eastern nations. 
Here there are sometimes one of the toes or prongs wanting, but some- 
times there is a center line, inserted like an arrow stem, or at right 
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8 COPPER TOOL OR PICK. 

angles, transforming it into a cross. In no case, are the supposed bird 
tracks, as they appear on the canvass, placed in the order of walking, 
alternately right and left ; in fact none of the tracks whether of buffalo, 
bear, wolf or the human foot, are in the order of walking. They are 
single or in pairs. The Mexican picture writings, frequently have the 
human foot, and the remarkable projections of the great toe joint, which 
these sculptures present, but they are the tracks of walkers, and are a 
symbol; intended to show the direction in which the parties were 
moving. 

The pair of carved feet, on the lime rock at St Louis, referred to by 
Schoolcraft, are in the position of a man standing upright Dr. Owen, 
late of N. Harmony, Indiana, procured the slab for his cabinet, where I 
have seen it It is now in the State collection at Bloomington, from 
whence, through Prof. Eichard Owen, we expect to have casts. The 
feet are fifteen inches in length, the heels six inches apart, and the toes 
thirteen, with enlarged joints. In the Mexican writings the feet are single, 
and placed opposite the spaces as in walking. On our stones they must 
have had a different meaning. 

I do not pui-pose to dwell here on the general subject of Western anti- 
quities, but will present in addition to Plate 1, some sketches of wrought 
stones which I have not seen described, and which are principally 
designed for ornament or badges. These are represented in Plate No. 2. 
But before describing them, I insert a very full and clear account of the 
excavation of a large burial mound in Hardin Co., Ohio, by Dr. Matson, 
of Shelby, Ohio. The cold-wrought copper tpol, fig. 1, Plate 2, is inserted 
as the only one yet found, either of stone or metal ; which might have 
been used as a pick, to do the stone engravings. It was found at the 
Bohemian mine, Flint Steel river, near Ontonagon, Michigan, and near 
to ancient mine pits. I have seen on the walls of those old mines, one or 
two marks, which might have been made with such a point. By insert- 
ing it in a prong of the horn of a deer, or of the branch of a tree, standing 
at right angles to a helve ; it could perform the office of a pick. This is 
merely a surmise, but it is the nearest approach now known, to a pick for 
working in rock-*-a tool which the ancient miners, and also whoever 
made these stone cuttings, must have had. The effigies on the north 
side of Cunningham's island, Lake Erie, are cut on a boulder of very 
hard quartzose granite, requiring a hard and tough comer or point, fpr 
the work. 
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ANCIENT BURIAL MOUND AND ITS CONTENTS, 

TIj^IZ/DIlT OO., OHIO, 

BY JOHN S. B. MATSON, M. D. 



Shelby, Ohio, December 10, 1869. 
Judge John Barr, Cleveland: 

Dear Sir:— In the fall of 1850, in Hardin County, Ohio, near the Bellefontaine 
and Indiana Railway, between Mt. Victory and Ridgeway, I commenced removing 
a gravel bank for the purpose of ballasting a part of the above named railroad, i 
learned shortly after my arrival there, that the bank was an ancient burial-ground. 
This information caused me to examine the ground, and note discoveries. 

Before I came on the ground there had been a track graded and laid. This 
track separated a short distance east of the mound, one track on the south, the 
other on the north. The men who graded the track, had taken the loam oft' where 
the track ran, and cast it out from the mound. We removed the gravel from both 
sides, moving the track up to the bank, when it became difficult to load. The 
loading was done ]t)y men with shovels into gravel cars, and hauled out with an 
engine. The average amount removed was about two hundred and twenty cubic 
yards per day. About six weeks in the winter we had to suspend operations, on 
account of freezing. The mound covered an area of one and a half acres; being 
covered with an orchard of apple trees, then in bearing. Several stumps and a 
few trees of the original forest still remained ; on the mound. I was informed by 
citizens of the vicinity that there had been a remarkably heavy growth of timber 
on the mound. The stumps remaining were large. The mound was what I 
would call double ; the larger and higher part to the west. About two-thirds of 
the mound was embraced in this part. The eastern part, presenting the appear- 
ance of a smaller hill having been pressed against the other ; leaving a depression 
between them of three or four feet, below the highest point of the smaller and five 
or six feet below a corresponding point of the larger. Both parts had the appear- 
ance of having had surface work done, to give them a beautiful oval shape. The 
loam I found deepest on the highest points, where it is generally of less depth* 
The interior was composed of a clean limestone gravel, and sand; evidently 
formed by decomposition of the strata and very plainly marked. In the eastern 
or smaller part of the mound, was an excavation that had been made by citizens of 
the vicinity for sand for building purposes, in which excavation, I learned a 
number of skeletons had been exhumed, having beads and trinkets on which were 
reported as being similar to those I afterwards found. I was unable to obtain any 
of them. A little south of the highest point of the western mound, was an exca- 
vation made by the railroad company, for the purpose of ascertaining the amount 
of gravel. No remains were found in that excavation. Shortly after commencing 
to load gravel, indications of graves were visible in three places, on both sides of 
the eastern part, and nearly north of the center of the larger or western part. At 
the last named place, two skeletons side by side were found in a horizontal position ; 
the feet pointing east, which had been deposited there without their heads; there 
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10 HARDIN COUNTY MOUND. 

being no evidences of slculls. With them I found a stone axe or celt of granite, 
two ilint arrow points, and an implement made of bine stone resembling slate, but 
much harder the outlines of which I give full size ; also a large fresh water clam, 
filled with red i>aint, in good preservation.* The ilint implements had the appear- 
ance of never having been used being very sharp pointed. The bones crumbled on 
exposure to the atmosphere. These graves were about four feet deep. The Hrst 
skeletons taken out of the eastern part of the mound were in better preservation, 
especially those on the south side. Several skulls were sound and the other bones 
of some were so well preserved that by applying sole leather for^ribs they were 
wired together. With the first skeleton taken out of this part of the mound I 
found a thin piece of ivory (Fig. 6, plate 2) with two small holes, evidently an ear 
ornament. Next was the skeleton of a little girl who may have been eight or ten 
years old. Skull in good preservation, which remains in my cabinet. She had a 
string of beads, so made as to be larger in the center of the neck in front, tapering 
almost to a point at the back of the neck; she also had a plate of copper (Fig. 5 
plate 2) on her neck. The lower maxilary and upper joints of the vertebra, are 
yet green from its oxidation. The plate had two rows of dents a part of the way 
around. The dents look like an impression made on a board with the heel of a 
boot, with tacks. The two last skeletons had been buried in a sitting posture. 
On the north side nearly opposite the last named skeletons, was a grave about 
four feet deep, in which the remains had been deposited and apparently burned. 
There were ashes and charcoal with pieces of charred bones, one or two of the 
hands being entire. 

In the progress of removal, I found the eastern or smaller part of the 
mound, to be literally filled with graves. The modes of burial had been 
various ; the depth of remains varying from two to nine feet ; while there was 
a difference of posture in nearly every skeleton. I found that not less than 
ten or twelve dogs had also been buried ; the human and canine side by side. 
One group of nine graves, I was so impressed with, 1 will endeavor to 
be particularly explicit. The first had two skeletons, that of a male and 
female, side by side, there not be^ng more than four inches of sand between 
them. Both had evidently been buried in one grave. The female was buried 
on her knees, both hands spread over the face, which was downwards, and 
a string of conch shell beads around her neck. I found inside of her ribs the 
remains of a foetus. Her partner was buried horizontal, with face down ; both 
hands had been placed with their palms on the face, their heads towards the east 
After tracing the bones with particular reference to their positions, and to save 
these skeletons which were best preserved, I took down the disturbed strata with 
my hands ; and at the head of the grave, I found above the remains, and pointing 
down, the bones of the index finger, while at the foot of the grave, and at a 
corresponding height, the bones of a great toe, pointing in a similar manner. The 
balance of the group were some buried with face down, both hands over the face, 
others with one hand, some with face up and both hands over the face; while 
another had one hand over the breast, the other over the face. All this group had 
the heads to the east. On one of this group, I found a string of copper beads, of 
which the metal had never been smelted, but evidently been fiaked from the native 
metal, and rolled around a twisted string, evidence of which was still visible, in 
the beads which were rude. On the north side of the eastern portion, under an oak 
tree stump (150 years old by growths), was the remains of the largest human 

* The celt Is eicrht inches long:, and the blue slate stone two and three-fourths. It is of a 
common form flat with two tapering holes near the middle. 
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bones 1 have ever seen. The joints of the vertebra seepoed as large as those of a 
horse. I think they did not indicate a taller frame than some others; but the 
bones were heavier than any in the mound. 1 have its inferior maxillary broken, 
but glued together, in my cabinet. The other bones were so decomposed, that 
they were useless. I could not say as to his posture, as the stump brought down 
the grave, rendering it out of the question to note the position. Near the last 
named skeleton, perhaps ten feet from it, we came upon a grave, that had been 
dug oblong almost six feet deep, three feet wide, and over seven feet long, which 
they had tilled with human bones promiscuously, without regard to order, to the 
depth ot four feet; on these, in regular order, were placed twenty-seven skulls, with 
the top of skulls up. They were about two feet below the surface ; the bones 
so much broken, and I regiet to say I did not examuie them as particular as I 
should have done. One of the skulls had a small hole broken in, and I learned after- 
ward that a piece of the femur was found where they were dumped on the road, 
having a flint dart fast in the bone. There was an implement or ornament found, 
having one part like the head of a bird's neck, and shoulders like a horse, cut off 
back of the shoulders, and turned up like the back part of a saddle seat; the lower 
part being flat, with a hole drilled diagonally, from the lower part of the neck to 
the base, with a corresponding hole in the back part. This implement was manu- 
factured of a blue stone resembling slate, but extremely hard.* It is probable they 
had had a battle, and after the flesh had decomposed, they collected the bones and 
brought them to the mound for burial. I am sure from the positions of the bones, 
they had not been interred with the flesh on. I found in this part of the mound 
the remains of at least fifby children, under the age of eight years; some with two, 
others with four incisors ; some with eight, and others with no teeth. On the neck 
of one infant having two incisors, there was a string of conch shell beads of the 
largest size, one hundred and forty in number; four of these beads were black, 
and were about three-fourths of an inch in diameter. The string would weigh one 
pound or more. Some of the graves had trinkets and beads made of clam shell ; 
some had bones oi the deer sharp pointed, others had pieces of deer horns; 
some had long shaped beads around the wrists, I think of ivory. One had a conch 
shell plate, round, about five inches in diameter, with a hole in the center, half an 
inch diameter, with two holes near the edge, for suspension with a string from the 
neck, like a breast-plate. Some had birds buried with them. One skeleton taken 
out of this part of the mound, had the appearance of a very aged man ; the point 
of the inferior maxillary was almost in two parts, while the trachea was bone all 
around. Quite a number showed indications of extreme age ; seven or eight that 
I observed had bone tracheas. 

I now return to the western or larger portion of the mound. This part was 
removed as fast as the former. I soon discovered there were two rows of graves, 
leading direct fwm the two first mentioned, containing the flint implements, paint, 
etc., towards the center, each pair having been dug deeper as they approached the 
center of the mound. Those with the stone axe, paint and flint implements were 
four feet deep, the depth of each pair increasing about a foot in regular gradation 
till the last pair, which was as near the center and highest point of the mound as I 
could calculate, the last pair being eighteen feet below the surface. The pair next 
to those with the axe, paint and flint implements were in a sitting posture, as 
were all in these two tiles except the first two. On the head of one of the second 

* This is the saddle-shaped stone figured on page 239 of Squier and Davis* " Monuments 
of the Mississippi Valley.** It is either an ornament or a badge, which was suspended, and 
is frequently found on the surface. 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 OVAL PLATES OF SHELL. 

pair was a conch shell plate, resembling in shape the sole of a moceasin, nine 
Inches in length and three and a half inches greatest breadth. This plate has 
three holes in it towards the wider end, and it was placed on the top of the head, 
with the larger end bacl^. Two other skeletons of these two tiles had similar 
plates, differing only in size, the smaller being about half the size of the larger. 
Several implements of stone were found, all differing in shape. They were made 
of stone resembling slate, but much harder. One of, them is three inches long by 
one and a half broad, in form of a shield, with two holes through it flatwise. 
Farmers piclced up some implements in the fleld adjoining the mound. One given 
me* by Judge Baldwin is a flat stone of slate, with one transverse hole, that I 
supposed belonged to the same race. As we approached the center of the mound, 
the graves getting deeper, the bones were much better preserved. Several bodies 
in decomposition had formed a cement that would have preserved them an almost 
incalculable length of time. In fact, when first taken out of the cement they had 
the appearance of bones just dissected, being nearly one-third heavier than those 
without cement. The four last and deepest skeletons all had beads on, some of 
them quite small, the smallest not as large as a pea. Some were made of clam 
shells, but mostly of conch or sea shells. Those of clam were so decomposed that 
they fell to pieces. Three of these skeletons had beads only around the neck, tlie 
lourth, being the last one taken out, and the file leader (as he ought to be called) 
of the two deepest, had I should think nearly thirty yards of beads, having four 
wraps around the neck crossed over the breast and back, passing down between 
his legs; strings down his legs to the feet; also strings along his arms and around 
his wrists. This remains presented the appearance of being decorated all over. 
He had no other ornaments or implements that I could find. Near the south side 
of the western part of the mound, near one of the forest trees, I found the remains 
of a human being that seemed to be detached from all the rest. I thought 
perhaps he was .an Indian of some of the late tribes, who had been buried perhaps 
on some hunting expedition. There was a piece of deer horn with him that had 
the appearance of having been the handle of a butcher knife. I could not detect 
any evidence of rust, however. 

On the highest part of the mound, and about twelve or fifteen feet from the 
two deepest graves, was evidence of fire. The loam had been burned till it had a 
brick color. I have seen it look very much so where a large log heap had been 
burned, and would have thought such was the cause, had it not been that it was 
below the surface about three feet. The whole number of skeletons exhumed by 
me was three hundred and eight. I could not ascertain how many had been taken 
out by diggers of sand. The citizens of the vicinity informed me that there was a 
very heavy forest on the mound at the time of clearing it They also stated that 
the Indians who were there with the first settlers knew nothing of the race who 
interred their dead there. I have very little doubt they belonged to the age 
of Stone. There was no evidence that they ever had any communication with 
the age of Iron, or Bronze. They must have had some commercial arrangements 
for getting conch shells and copper. The copper has the appearance of the Lake 
Superior copper, and the conch shells must have come from the Atlantic, Pacific 
or Gulf of Mexico. There was no evidence of pottery that I was able to discover. 
1 have visited as many as twenty in the Mississippi Valley, on nearly every one of 
which were pieces of broken pottery, literally covering the mounds. East of 
Vicksburg, near Black Biver, we turned a mound into a redoubt. In excavating, 
there were layei's of charcoal of about two inches in depth in the mound. I found 
a small stone ax or celt, also a stone shaped like the knob of a bureau. There was 
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a circle hollowed out in the center of the raised part; within the circle was a 
depression as if the stone had been turned in a lathe on a pivot. This mound was 
small in area and not over six feet high. In a southwest direction, and not further 
than twelve rods, was a smaller mound foar feet in height, and southeast from this 
was a large belt of gravel in the shape of a horse shoe, that had been strewn with 
shells in sufficient quantiti«^8 to whiten the ground. About a mile from this, in a 
northeast direction, across Clear Creek, I visited a mound on which the plough 
had turned up human bones. But I will not weary you further with Mississippi 
mounds. 

About three-fourths of a mile from where I now reside, on a farm owned by a 
Mr. Stump, is a very beautiful little mound about thirty feet across and six feet 
high. Some years ago Dr. Craig, of Ontario, Richland, County, made an excava- 
tion in which he discovered charcoal, ashes, and a flint knife live inches long. It 
is my impression that no signs of human bones were discovered by him. There 
has been a large number of stone axes (or celts) of all sizes between two and seven 
inches in length found on the surface, some of them finely made, mostly of granite. 
Various other implements have from time to time been picked up, and I have 
made a practice of preserving the flint implements on my farm and vicinity, until 
I have over two hundred specimens of various shapes and sizes. 

Another mound in Shelby County lies about a mile north of Sidney, north of 
the Blue Cut, as it is called on the railroad. This mound seems to me to indicate 
that it had been made by carrying gravel from Musquito Creek, which is near it. 
It is long- shaped and as near as 1 can judge, about eight or ten feet high. I had 
a desire to excavate it, but had no opportunity. 

Yours, truly, 

John S. B. Matson, 
Shelby, Richland County, Ohio. 

The articles fouhd, and the leading features of the burials, which Dr. 
Matson has so thoroughly described, are principally Indian. Adair, a 
century since, saw the Creeks of central Georgia, wearing oval plates on 
their heads and breasts ; made from large shells. The stone chisel, the 
ornamental stones, and the arrow points are Indian relics, but it is very 
rare to find copper, in the graves of red men. Evidently the mound had 
been trimmed, rounded and raised, since the bodies of the central part 
were deposited; a work which the red race has never been known to do. 

The large number of bones, of which Dr. Matson speaks, not buried 
with the flesh on, forms no doubt one of those ossuaries which the early 
Jesuits saw the Hurons make, on the shores of the Georgian Bay. Every 
few years they exhumed the remains of their dead relatives, and bore 
them to a central point, where a funeral feast was held, and the collection 
tumbled into a pit, amid the most dismal cries of grief. In the ancient 
burial mounds, no bones of domestic animals have been found. In this 
a number of dogs were buried with their masters. With the Indians, it 
is, and has been, not only a common, but an almost universal rule ; to 
place with the dead body a good supply of food. The dog is not only his 
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14 REFERENCES TO PLATE NO. 2. 

choicest meat, but his dearest companion. This mound presents features 
not fully consistent with the sepulture of the red man, or of the mound 
builders, but the predominent ones, ai*e characteristic of the Indian of 
our day. If all the circumstances surrounding each skeleton could hare 
been determined ; the two races, could probably have been separated. 

Plate No. 2. 
Figure 1. 

A pointed tool of cold wrought copper, with a socket to receive a haft, 
indicated by the dotted lines. 

It is introduced here as the only implement yet known, that may 
have served the purpose of a pick — not only the stone inscriptions, but 
most of the stone chisels, axes, and hammers, show that they were first 
wrought into shape by means of a sharp pointed tool; and it must have 
been very common. This was found at the Bohemian Mine, Flint Steel 
River, near Ontonagon, Lake Superior, in 1865. I saw it in possession of 
General Walbridge of Detroit 

Figure 2. 

One half of an egg shaped ornament of polished iron ore, (limonite) 
split through the middle, and the other part lost; represented by an 
outline of the stone, flat side downwards, and a cross section at the 
middle, "a. b.'' It is one of the so called "plumb bobs'', which are very 
common ; but in this the hole for suspension is wanting. It is a very 
perfect ellipsoid, and highly polished. In possession of Herman Bliss, 
Northfield, Cuyahoga County, Ohio^ where it was found by him on the 
surface. 

Figures 3« and 3* . 

This stone was found near Columbus, Ohio, by Mr. Grover, and 
appears to be but one-half of the original, broken through the middle. 
Its thickness is about two-fifths of an inch, polished on both sides, per- 
fectly flat, and parallel. The material is the universal greenish gray, 
striped, fine grained, silicious slate ; existing in place on Lake Superior, 
in great abundance and from thence transported, with the northern drift ; 
to the Ohio country. I'ragments, with the edges worn by attrition, are 
easily found in our gravel banks. This stone is hard, tough, fine grained? 
capable of a polish, and is ornamental. A large part of the tubes, gorgets, 
flat pendants, and other ornaments, scattered so profusely over the north- 
west, are of this material. Most of them are of Indian origin, but some 
have been found in such close connection with acknowledged mound 
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builder relics ; as to show that they used and prized the same stone. It 
is not so near a precious stone as the " chalcihuites" of Mexico, Central 
America and Peru ; on which the ancient inhabitants engraved their 
most perfect cameos. The chalcihuites were not precious stones, accord- 
ing to Mr. Squier ; but a superior quality of jade and quartz. They are 
however an approach to emeralds and turquoises, and had the practical 
value of precious stones. The northern nations, whether mound builders 
or Indians, had the same passion as the southern for green colored stones ; 
and these striped slates, principally silicious, in alternate lamina of gray 
quartz, tinged with a dull green silicate of iron, answered their purpose. 

The engraved figures occupy both sides of this stone. They are evi- 
dently Indian, and might be read by Indians. This man with his scalp 
lock, the canoe, the tomahawk and the pipe, are precisely in the style of 
the records of the northern tribes, being made every day on trees, clay 
banks and rocks. On the other side (3*) is the fish, bird and arrow, (the 
point broken), pointing to a human face; the moose, a bird; another 
decorated head, and a kettle on a rude tripod over a fire. 

The photograph for the engraving was furnished by Mr. 0. Gates, of 
Columbus, Ohio, who has the stone in his very valuable cabinet of relics. 
On both sides are characters that bear some resemblance to hieroglyphics, 
but are probably rude signs, drawn from natural objects. That on the 
right hand of the line (3") may represent a plant lying flat, with its bulb 
or root. In Indian picture writings the human face has a great many 
meanings. 

Figure 4. 

This belongs to a series of finely wrought stones of striped slate, that 
appear to have been emblems or wands, used by medicine men or officials- 
They have a counterpart in the fiduceus of Mercury, and are numerous 
and various in form. However, the Indian medicine man has not, to my 
knowledge, been known to use them since the advent of the white man. 

Some of them are like a slight thin double-edged axe, or mace, as may 
be seen in Squier's Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley, pages 
218-19. The small size of the perforation for a handle, and their light 
ornamental figure, precludes the inference that they were used as imple- 
ments. This one is of a fine grained slate, clouded with red. It was 
broken near the edge at " a, c," the right hand part A being lost, and put 
in as a restoration. 

The hole " a. a." is bored perfectly true with a drill, but tapers slightly 
towards the upper side, as they usually do. It was found on the surface 
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in Northfield, Summit County, Oliio, by Mr. George McKissan, who pre- 
sented it to the Society. 

Figures 5 and 6 have already been noticed in notes to the paper of Dr. 
Matson. 

Figure 7. 

This is an oval of green slate, but is not an ellipsoid, like the pend- 
ants, and the perforation is through the middle, as shown in the section 
" a. d." Like the eye or handle hole of figure 4, this is bored by a circu- 
lar revolving drill, the spiral stria, being verv distinct. The bore is true, 
but tapers slightly from d to a, and is a little to the right of the middle. 
Like figure 4, it is doubtless a badge. Among the collections of this 
Society, there are none of the heavy st^one implements pierced for handles, 
nor have I seen any such in other collections. 

Figure 8 
is the outline, flatwise, of a thin miniature chisel of red limonite, the 
edge of which has been nicked since it was found. The polish consists 
of a series of plane faces, as though it had been rubbed on a flat stone. 
Locality not known. A donation from Mrs. Cbas. H. Norton, of Cleveland. 
Its appearance is that of a child's plaything, in the form of a chisel. 

Figure 9. 

In none of the western collections have I seen anything resembling 
this cup of red limonite, which has been called a " paint muller." If 
anything like a pestle or grinder had been observed, which would fit 
such a tray, this would be a reasonable conjecture, especially if the pestle 
was of the same material. Two such stones rubbed together would 
produce an inferior paint, like Spanish brown. This was not formed by 
a revolving tool, for it is not strictly circular, within or without As a 
muller it would have been much more convenient with a flat instead of 
a pointed base. It was found on the surface, in East Cleveland, and 
presented to u^ by T. R. Chase, Esq. 

Figure 10. 

This is another of the series of iron ornaments, fashioned from a piece of 
shell ore into a rude sphere, with two holes, *^ a a," for suspension. They 
extend at right angles to each other to the center, tapering to a point, 
where they intersect. The tool with which such perforations were made 
has not yet been discovered. The stone must have been firmly held while 
it was being bored, and the same with the drill or borer, or the holes 
and tubes would not be true, as they all are. In general the spiral 
stria made by the borer are in one direction, as though it was not worked 
back and forth, like a spindle. Sometimes the holes are scratched longi- 
tudinally by scouring, after the boring. All of them have more or less 
taper, as though the drill became smaller as it descended into the stone. 

The ball which is outlined here was taken by Mr. Goodman, our late 
secretarj^, and myself, from near the base of a mound on Sawtell Avenue 
in this city. It was in ground apparently not disturbed since the erection 
of the mound, and near by the tube and the copper beads, described in 
tract No. 5, but not in connection with the human skeleton, which we 
did not find. It must be regarded as a relic of the mound builders. 

A similar globe, an inch and one-tenth in diameter, is described by 
Mr. Squier, from Ocosingo, in Guatemala, the material of which is the 
green chalcihuite stone, and on which are ancient Mexican inscriptions, 
having a straight hole bored through its center. 
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We now present our third selection 
ftt>m the papers of the late Elisha Whit- 
tlesey relating to the war of 1812, on this 
frontier. 



ELIJAH 



JOHN WAL' 



WAD6W0BTH TO 
WOBTH. 

Canftbld, Jnne 10, 1812. 

DsAB Sib: There are rumors afloat in 
this quarter, which I deem not altogether 
groundless, that the citizens to the west- 
ward are not perfectly secure firom the In- 
dian depredations, particularly at this 
time, and that threats have been made to 
rescue the Indian in confinement. Should 
there be any probability of a rescue, you 
will deliver withe ut delay, if you please, 
the enclosed order to Major Jones, and I 
shall order two or more companies, if you 
should deem it exi>edient, to act in con- 
cert with Major Jones' battalion. X should 
place much reliance on your opinion and 
those with whom you shall confer on the 
subject. Should the men be raised I 
should also crave your assistance in pro- 
curing provisions. Maj. Whittlesev will 
attend it the men should be embodied un 
the fifteenth, and probably I shall attend 
at that time myself. Please insert Maj. 
Jones's christian name previous to deliver- 
ing the orders. Your obed't servant, 
Elijah Wadswobth, 

John Walworth, Esq. 

EUJAH WADSWOBTH TO MAJOB SAMUEL 
J0NX8. 

Clbvbland, June, 1812. 
Sib:— You will, without delay, order 
the battalion under your command to be 
embodied at the City of Cleveland on the 
15th day of this June, armed and equipped 
agreeable to the laws of the State. You 
will see that your men are each provided 
with half a pound of powder and two 
pounds of lead run into balls, suited to 
the calibre of their rifles, if armed with 
rifles, or if armed with musketF, that thev 
be each provided with forty -eight cart- 
ridges and forty-eight balls. * In execution 
ot this order I depend upon vour vigilance 
and activity. Your men will also be pro- 
vided with carts. 

Eluah Wadswobth, 
Major General 4th Division. 



SmON PBBKINSTO MAJ. OXN. WADSWOBTH. 

Wabbkn, June 21st, 1812. 

Sib: Yours of this instant is received. 
The rank roll which yon require shall be 
immediately made out and forwarded aa 
soon as it can be procured. The returns as 
you ordered for the draft are not yet pre- 
pared. Maj. Cotgreave, who is the bearer 
of this, will be so good as to inform you 
the cause of the delay, but as soon as It is 
in my power it shad be completed and 
forwarded. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 
Simon Pebkins. 

Judge Tod of Youngstown, was com- 
missioned a Major of the Nineteenth reg- 
iment of United States Infantry (Colonel 
John Miller), July 6, 1812. He performed 
a gallant and iinportaut part in the sortie 
from Fort Meigs, in May, 1818, in which 
the British were driven from their guns 
in a position across the ravine, uear the 
fort, on the south-east. On the ^st of Jan- 
uary, 1815, he was promoted to be Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Seventeenth Uni- 
ted States Infantij. The Nineteenth 
regiment was raised in Ohio. After the 
evacuation of Maiden by the British, on 
the approach of General Harrison in Sep- 
tember, 1818, Major Tod was left in com- 
mand of that post. He was the father of 
Governor David Tod, late of Briar Hill, 
and a verv prominent character in North- 
eastern Ohio during the flrst thirty yean 
of the present century. Before the war 
he held the position of Justice of the Su- 
preme Court. 

MAJOB TOD TO EUSHA WHITTLB8ET. 
LBxtracts.! 

Head Quabtebs, Camp Loweb { 
Senega, August 19th, 1818, f 
Elisha Whitixesey, Esq.. Ganfle1d,Ohio. 

'*G«uerals Harrison, Cass and Mo- 
Artbur, their suits &c., have left this 
morning for the mouth of Sandusky Bay, 
off which lies C^ommodore Peny with his 
Erie fleet We expect much from him, 
and I am deceived if the country may not 
expect success to follow Gen. Harrison's 
movements. We have about one thousand 
effective men here, two thousand militia 
(Ohio), under the command ot Gk>v. Meigs 
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SIX INDIAN MURDERS. 



in person, at Upper Sandusky, ready to 
advance at the word. I am for the present 
attached to the 27 Re«'t, U. 8. Inf. How 
Ion? I shall continue to fill my present 
station I know not. Sittins: on courts 
martial and superintending cbe drill ser- 
vice, constitute my essifuiial duty. 

Geobgb Tod. 

Thump of Fame Pbint, J 
Wabben, Ohio, Sept. 16, 1812. J 
**A detachment under the command of 
Major Austin, of this town, was sent a 
few days since on to the Peninsula between 
Lake Erie and Sandusky Bay, for the pur- 
pose of piocuring refreshment for the 
troops under the command of Gen. Per- 
kins. They passed over to Cunningham's 
Island, where they discovered a British 
schooner on shore, and abandoned by her 
crew; they set fire to her. On their re- 
turn they discovered the dead body of 
Mathew Guy of this neighborhood. Re- 
turning from that place one of their own 
number was shot through the head and 
feU dead. This is the first blood shed 
since the declaration of war at Sandusky 

We are told the President has ordered 
on to Gen. WadsworthlSOO muskets.** 

BBIO.-OEN. BBA»N BEAU^ TO MAJ.-GBN. 
WABSWOBTH. 

Camp neab Woostsb, Ohio, Sept. 13, 1812. 
Deab Gbnbbaii:— Euclosed is the 
strength of the detachment under my 
command. I do not see that ic will be in 
my power to erect blouk-houses on the 
route contemplated, owing t ^ the want of 
forage %nd proyisiou. I believe a suffi- 
cient quantity could be had, providing we 
had money. The day before yesterday 
the Indians killed and scalped four per- 
sons on the Black Fork of Mohican, about 
twenty-five miles west of this, and eight 
mixes east of Mansfield. At Mansfield 
there are upwards of two hundred men 
stationed, from the counties of Mus- 
kingum and Knox. I have last night 
and to-day detached three companies 
to range north-west of the place about 
twentv miles, and in case they should dis- 
cover any sign of the enemy making to- 
ward the settlements to pursue and de- 
stroy them. 1 shall attend to the detach- 
ing the number required from my brigade, 
but I can assure you that I almost despair 
of getting them to camp. The unparalleled 
number of deserters are truly astonishing 
to me. I feel quite weak in consequence 
of my late spell of sickness, and at times 
feel strouK symptoms of relapse. I do not 
believe that I shall be able long to per- 
form the duties required in camp, 
much less the fatigues of a cam- 
paign. I am very desirous to re- 
turn home in order to regain 
my health. I find it impracticable to 
keep up a line of communication with 
Gen. Perkins, owing (as I before observed) 
CO the want of provisions and forage, 
which prevents my moving farther west. 



I hope the enclosed returns will be satis- 
factory, mv forwarding the strength of 
the detachment and return of camp 
equipage, etc., shows there is a deficiency, 
and It will remain with the government 
to make it up. I know not what articles 
the government intend furnishing. I, 
however, have stated such as I know will 
be wanted. In case I should continue in 
my present state of health , I l>elieve I 
shall be under the necessity of returning 
home, which i hope will meet with your 
approbation. Pray sir, signify your ap- 
probation relative thereto bv next oppor- 
tunity. 
Sincerely, General, 1 am your friend. 
Bbasin Beall. 

hon. wm. eustm to gen. wad8wwokth. 

Wab Depabtmunt, Oct. 3. 1812. 
Sib:— Your letter of Sept. 27th is re- 
ceived. Mr. Huntington is appointed 
paymaster to the troops in your vicinity. 
Major Stoddard will continue to forward 
supplies. The Pennsylvania detachment 
is assembling at Pittsburgh, and ic is hoped 
the judicious arrangements ot General 
Harrison will soon quiet the Indians on 
the frontier, and at least restore our pos- 
sessions on the Upper Lakes. A train of 
artillery will immediately leave Pitts- 
burgh, subject to the order of General 
Harrison, and every exertion is making 
for the comfort and convenience of the 
troops on the frontier. 

Very respectfully, sir,^ 
Your ob't servant, W. Eustis. 

HON. WM. EUSTI8 TO MAJ. GEN. WADS- 
WOBTH. 

Wab Depabtment, ) 
Oct. 10th, J812. f 
Sib : You will organize the detachment 
requested by my letter of Sept. 5th, put 
them under the command of a Brigade 
General and report them to Gen. Harrison 
for such disposition as he may think 
proper. Blankets, stockings, shoes and 
other clothing, with medicines and hospital 
stores are on the way, and will be dis- 
tributed by General Harrison according 
to the wants of the army. Very Respect- 
fully, Sir, Your Obedient Servant. 
W. Eustis. 

GENEBAIi WAD8W0BTH TO SECRBTABY OP 
WAB. 

Hbadquabtebs, Bubon, } 
Oct. 24th, 1812. f 
Hon. Wm. Eustis, Secretary of War, 

Washington, D. 0. 

Sib: Yoar letter of the 10th instant was 
received by express last evening. I shall, 
without a moment's delay, comply with 
the requisition therein contained. I feel 
it a duty incumbent on me to make you 
acquainted in some measure with the situ- 
ation of my detachment. The extent of 
line which required guards from my de- 
tachment exceeded 150 miles. At this 
place between four and five hundred men 
have been placed. Of those a very consid- 
erable part, by cickness and death, have 
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AN ARMY WITHOUT FUNDS. 



been disoharRed and new drafts ordered. 
You may be acquainted with vhe extent 
of my division— more than 110 miles 
square. Almost the whole of this extent 
is uninhabited. My detachment takes 
from the draft of 100,000 ordered by the 
President. 

After, my detachment is completed, 
I must ask the question how and in what 
manner are the heavy bills accrued in this 
business to be defrayed? I have spared 
no pains to effect the object, and involved 
myself and may be my ruin, should the 
Government neglect me. I have, and still 
continue to place, the greatest confidence 
in the present Administration; have had 
the strongest assurance verbally from Mr. 
Huntington for my support. 
Your obt. servant, 

ElZEJAH WADSWORTH, 

Maj. Gen. 4th Division Ohio Militia. 

GEN. WADSWOBTH TO WM. BUSTIS. 
HEABQT7ABTBBS, { 

HxTBON, Nov. 20ih, 1812. J 
Sir : I have, in obedience to your direc- 
tions of Sept. 5th, called out fifteen hun- 
dred men from my Division, most of them 
have now been in' the service on the fron- 
tier nearly three months, one Regiment is 
organized and marched to the Lower San- 
dusky, the residue are in this camp ; they 
also would be at Sandusky if we had any 
provisions for them, but the contractor 
after some time aealing out damaged 
flour, is now entirely out of corn. When 
to this is added that since the troops were 
first called out they have received no pay I 
trust you will appreciate the difficulby of 
keeping them together, and the delay (in- 
cident to such a situation of things) in 
completing the arrangements you have 
directed. I trust, however, that within a 
week I shall be able to cause the residue 
of the troops from my division to join 
their brethren at Sanduskv, and give up 
the command of them to General Ham- 
son. Very respectfully. 

Sir, I am your obedient, 

Elijah Wadsworth. 

oexbrax wadsworth to sbo. ov war. 
Huron, Nov. 28th, 1872. 
Sir : — I have organized three Regiments 
from the Division under my command, 
comprising the number of men you re- 
quired me to order to take the 
field. and have. placed them 
under the command of Brig, 
Gen. Simon Perkins^ agreeable, to instruc- 
tions from Gen. Harrison, One Regiment 
has advanced to the Sandusky Bay, where 
they occupy the Fort, Parties are de- 
tached daily, to gather corn and other 
Forage, and every means are made use of 
to prepare for a continuous campaign. I 
trust Sir that the men will 
fii^alize themselves when they engage 
with the enemy. I have drawn three sev- 
eral Bills of Exchange on you to defray 



a part of the expenses incurred in organ- 
izmg this detachment and keeping it in 
the field. The draft that I mentioned in 
my letter of Nov. 8th was not forwarded 
by Lieut. Church from Pittsburg, owing 
to his having been informed by Major 
Stoddard that the subsistence ot the pro- 
visions ttoxsi Detroit was improperly em- 
braced in his estimate on wbioh my draft 
was predicated. It Tvould accommodate the 

?ublic creditors if some person in the 
Western Country should be authorized to 
purchase bills on the War Office. 

GBN. WADSWORTH TO WM. EUSTIS, ESQ., 
SBOBBTARY OF WAR. 

Canfieu), Dec. 20th, 1812. 

Sir : Having on the 29th ult. completed* 
the force ordered by you from my divi- 
sion by your letter of Sept, 5th, and 
placed them under the immediate com- 
mand of General Harrison, reporting to 
him the whole force, it seemed that my 
service was no longer necessary or re- 
quired by Government, and accordingly 
on the 30th I left the head quarters of the 
right wing of the Northwestern army at 
Huron aod returned home. 

Various causes combined, which were al- 
together beyond my control, has in some 
measure lengthened the time in complet- 
ing the organization of the detachment. 
However, no time has been lost. The ex- 
tensive new settlements have been saved 
from savage barbarity, and the detach- 
ment equally ready to go forward with the 
main army. Doubtless you are sensible of 
the great disadvantages I have labored 
under to equip, support, and march into 
the field such a detachment of men with- 
out money. Although the credit of the 
United States may be good, there are a 
class of citizens that will not lend 
any assistance or support to 
the war. Of course it is more 

difficult to procure supplies for a 
military force, and in the present case 
has fallen heavy on the real friends of the 
Government. You will see I am placed in a 
critical situation. By my orders great ex- 
penditures have accrued. I am daily 
called on for payment and several suits 
have been actually commenced, although 
I do not conceive myself personally hold- 
en, yet it will make extra expense and. 
Sir, I do conceive it necessary as well 
for the honor of the Government as the 
good of the creditors, that some effectual 
measures be immediately adopted to save 
expense, would it not be advisable to ap- 
point some person within the limits of my 
Division to audit and pay off those de- 
mands ? 

I can assure you. Sir, that many of the 
creditors are much embarrassed for want 
of their Just dues. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Elijah Wadsworth. 
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It is our first dnty to acknowledge the 
cordial assistance we have received in col- 
lecting these papers, extending through 
many years, from Messrs. Motley and 
Schenok, American plenipotentiaries at 
London, Mr. Moran, tbeir Secretary and 
the| British Premiers Lord Claren- 
don and Earl Granville; also to James 
W. Ward, Esq., of New York, Dr. P. B. 
Hough, of Lowville, New York, Rev. H. 
A. Homes, Librarian of the State Library 
at Albany, New York, George H. Moore, 
L.L. D., of the New York State His- 
torical Society, A. K. SpofTord, Esq., 
Librarian of the United Staves Library at 
Washington, William M. Darlington, Esq., 
of PittsDurg, and J, P. Kirtland, L. L. D., 
Rockport, Ohio. 

In 1764 the British government sent two 
military expeditions into the Ohio country 
to chastise the western Indians. One of 
them had its rendezvous at Fort Niagara, 
commanded by Colonel John Brad street, 
quartermaster general for the colonies. It 
came from Albany in boats, by way of the 
Mohawk, to Fort Stanwix, now Rome, 
New York; crossing the portage to 
Oneida Lake, down the river to Oswego, 
and along the south shore of Lake Ontario 
to Fort Niagara. 

The other had its rendezvous at Fort 
Pitt, now Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, un- 
der Colonel Henrv Bouquet, of the Royal 
Americans, or Sixtieth Regiment of Foot. 



This expedition marched by land in Octo- 
ber, down the north bank of the Ohio to 
the mouth of Beaver; thence along an 
Indian trail, passing near New Lisbon. 
Columbiana county, Ohio, te the heads of 
Yellow Creek, and down the Big Sandy to 
its mouth at Bolivar. 

Colonel Brad street crossed the old port- 
age at Lewis ton, on the east side of the 
Niagara river, to Fort Schlosser, early in 
August, carrying his boats on wagons. 
Launching them on the waters of Lake 
Erie, he followed the south shore to De- 
troit, where he arrived on the 25th of that 
month. Some chiefs of the threatened 
bands met him on his way up at **L'Ance 
aux Feuilles," or Leaf Bay, piobably the 
Bay of Erie, in Pennsylvania, and on the 
14th of August he entered into stipulations 
with them. Returning from Detroit, he 
reached Sandusky Bay, with a part of 
his command, in September. He sent 
out messengers to the tribes represented 
at Presque Isle, as Erie was then called 
and remained until the 18th of October, 
when, with about 1,100 men, he proceeded 
in boats down the Lake. 

On the night of the 19th and 20ch, a severe 
disaster overtook the expedition at or near 
Rocky River, Cuyahoga county, Ohio. 
After many years of diligent research in 
every quarter where authentic accounts 
might be expected, no detailed description 
of the event has been found. A number 
of papers, however, have been collected, 
which are here produced for the first time. 
Probably they contain the substance of all 
existing records, and all that may be ex- 
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peoted relatiaip: to the expedition, relics of 
whioh the oitizens of Bockport have dis- 
oorered In ereat numbers, evidently be- 
longinf? to this command. These are fully 
described in Whittlesey's "Early History 
of Cleveland," by Dr. Jared P. Kirtland. 

When Bradstreet was leaving Sandusky 
to return. Bouquet was pushint; on to the 
Indian towns near Coshocton, Ohio, where 
he thoroughly humbled the tiibes residing 
on the Muskingum and the Scioto. 

On his return. Bouquet was promoted 
and Brads. reet received official censure. 
This may have beeo the reason why there 
is now so little to be found concerning the 
home«7ard bound march of Bradstreet*s 
troops. His brigade inspector. Major 
Thomas Mante, published a book on the 
French war, in which he defends Brad- 
street's policy with the Inditois, giving 
some Information Id regard to the disaster, 
an abstract of which, bv Mr. Darlington, is 
inserted below. In Captain Degarimo's 
diary, of which we give a part, the days of 
the wreck and the stay at Rocky River are 
a blank. 

MINUTES FROM MA JOB MANTE, BY WIIililAM 
M. DABIilNOTON. 

FiTTSBUBG, Dec. 6th, 1870. 
Col. C. Whittlesey : 

Deab Sib :— The best account of General 
Bradstreet's expedition in 1764 is that of 
Mante, Major of Brigade in the campaign 
of that vear; indeed it is the only narra- 
tive of that expedition yet published, giv- 
ing a detailed account from its inception 
to its close, although it is not as minute as 
is now desirable. 

He uotes that the boats were "forty six 
feet in keel, to carry 27 men and three 
weeks' provifeions." 

Now, as the armv numbered 1,180 men, 
exclusive of 300 Indians in their own boats 
and canoes, at least 44 boats formed the 
fleet. As to the shipwreck, the main 
point of your inquiry, he states, **in the 
"evening as he (Bradstreet) was going to 
"land the troops, a hidden swell of the 
"lake without any visible cause, destroyed 
" several of his boats ; but no lives were lost, 
"This Purprisiuff phenomenon proved to 
"be the forerunner of a storm, which con- 
" tinned several days, whereupon it be- 
" came necessary to detach part of the 
" army by land to Niagara.'' 

The letters oi! Sir William Johnson, 
cited in vour history, and also in the New 
York Colonial History, vol. 7th, confirm 
the statements of Mante, if any were 
needed, that no lives were lost. Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson was very inimical to Brad- 
street, and prejudiced tl e weak General 
Gage against him. See Bancroft's U. S., 
vol. 5th, p. 210, note. 

The last paragraph in the "Diary of the 
Siege of Detroit," p. 119, notes that the 
schooner Victory was sent (in May, 1765,) 
to take up the cannon left by Colonel Brad- 



street, last fall, near the "Riviere aux 
Roches." The bad weather, however, de- 
feated the object. This is all that I have 
yet seen that clearly defines the place of 
the shipwreck. Wilkins's disaster un- 
doubtediiv took place at Point aux Pins — 
on the north shore of the lake, in Kent 
District, Canada— so marked on "Maps in 
Bell's Canada." (See Rocques's Map, 1761 ; 
Mitchell's Map, 1756; PownaU's Map, 1777 : 
Charleviox's Map, 1734; BeUin's Map, 1?1S4.) 

In the journal of Sir William Johnscm's 
journey to Detroit he savs he dined there 
on the 28th of August, 1761. (Stone's Life, 
vol. 2, pa^re 455.) 

While no other point on the lakes Is so 
named, on any map that I have examined, 
in truth the north shore of the lake was 
oftener traveled than the south, by vqt- 
aeeurs on their way to and from Detroit, 
being shorter. 

Yours truly, Wm. M. Dabi<inoton. 

THBDEPABTUBB VBOM OS WEOO— EXTRACTS 
FURNISHED BY THE NEW YORK HISTORI- 
CAIi SOCIETY FROM UPCOTT, VOIi. 2, PAOB 
167. 

New York, July 19, 1764. 
Our last advices fr jm the lakes are that 
on the 8rd instant. Sir William Johnson 
and Colonel Bradstreet, with the forces 
under their commands, set out from Fort 
Ontario at Oswego, for Niagara Colonel 
Bradstreet was so ill that he was obliged 
to be carried to the vessel. The forces 
consisted of the following: men, viz : 

Of the 17th Regiment 243 

" 55th Regiment 98 

** New Y^rk Regiment 344 

** New Jersey Regiment 209 

** Oonnectlcut Regiment 219 

** Batioe Men 74 

"• Carpenters 9 

1,196 

INDIANS. 

Mohawks 74 

Cocknawagas 106 

Oneidafl 70 

Ooondatras 68 

Senecas 60 

Cayugas 45 

Tuscaroraa 37 

OckwafiToes 31 

Nanticokea 28 

Stockbridge 17 

Ossiningoes 31 

Ottawas from Meckillimaokin 41 

608 
Cocknawagas and other Indians at 

Niagara 120 

728 

1^924 
THE FORTS AT SANBUSKY. 

It is not easj to determine the precise 
location of the earlv French and English 
forts or trading posts on Sandnsky Bay. 
The earliest map which has on it the name 
of this bay is that of Henry Popple, Lon- 
don, 1733, where it is called ''Lake Sati- 
doski.'* Indian traders ftom Pennsyl- 
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Tania were there in 1748, but probably had 
not then a permanent post or fort. On 
Mitchell's Map, London, 1755, and on that 
of Evans, Philadelphia, same date, there 
is a "fort" laid down on the north side of 
the baj, near the moath. It is much 
^ more prebable that this fort, house, or 
post, was situated where the trail or port- 
age path oame out on the bay, across the 
neck frem the Portage or Carrying River, 
at Ottawa. The English government had 
no fortifications there at that time. 
Mitchell states that the fort on the north 
side, meaning post, was "usurped bv the 
French in 1751." Fort "Junendatj" on 
Evans's map, ib placed south of the bay 
and east of sandusky river, "built in 1764." 
This was a French establishmen : for trade, 
perhaps with a stockade for defense against 
the Eng1ish,and their Indian allies. When 
the English (rot possession of Lake Erie 
and its tributaries in 1760, a military post 
was planted somewhere on Bandupky Bay. 
Ensign PauUy and a squad were captured 
there in 1763, at the uprising of Pontiac's 
conspiracy, and most of them murdered 
on the spot. One of the letters which we 
give, dated October, 1765, refers to a block 
house a short distance out, on the trail to 
Fort Pitt. The natural point for a fort 
or a trading post, is on the north side of 
the bay, west of the plaster beds, where 
the trail from Portage River touched the 
shore. This was the rente from Detroit 
into the Ohio country, and commanded 
the mouth of Sandusky River. Brad- 
street's camp was here. It is also proba* 
ble that Ensign PauUy's blockhouse, or 
stockade, was at the same place. It was 
only about two miles along the trail north- 
ward to Lake Erie, from where all parties 
moving in canoes could be observed, and 
intercepted at tbe mouth of the Bay. 
To the west, around the Bay> the ground 
is alow, swampy, and very difficult of pas- 
sage, even bv Indians, In its primitive cou> 
dition, which gave importance to che carry- 
. ing place in a military point of view. It 
would add much to the historical interest of 
the region if we could determine the blood 
stained point where Paully's little com- 
mand was butchered. 

* JOUBNAIi OF CAPTAIN DEGABIHO. 

Among transcripts with which we have 
been courteously furnished by the New 
York Historical Society, is the military 
record of Captain Degarimo, from San- 
dusky to Niagara on the return of the ex- 
pedition, commencing at the "Camp at 
St. Dusky L^ke, Oct. 3d, 1764." ft is 
merely an abstract of the order book, or 
the order book itself. \t some future 
time we hope to be able to put it in print. 
A part of the 46th, 55th, 60th and 80th 
Regiments were then with the detach- 
ment, also Lieutenant-Colonel Putnam 
and his previncials. 

On the meming of the 14th a detach- 



ment of two lieutenants, three sergeants 
and eighty privates, were ordered oat, 
destination not given. A detachment 
from the 46th and 55th regiments is di- 
rected to embark on the evening of the 
15th. October 17th, "the boats to be 
loaded by the dawn of day, the troops to 
be in readiness at the shortest notice. It 
is Col. Bradstreet's orders that no hats be 
burned when we leave the oamp." 

"19th of October, oamp at *' no name 

given, but somewhere on the beaoh east of 
dandusky Bay. Here there is a blank in 
the journal to the 22d at the "Camp at 
Grand Riviere" where they remained to 
the 29th, On the 22d the "army was or- 
dered to receive two days previsions im- 
mediately. Each corps to give the same 
number to mareh as this morning to pa- 
rade at 4 o'clock this afternoon m front of 
Major Dayly's Lieht Infantry, Major Ha- 
fl^n to command the detaclunent." CoL 
Putnam was with the command on the 
29th, which is the last entry until Novem- 
ber 14th, when they were at Fort Ontario. 
Oswego, New York. The expectations of 
a detailed description of the Rocky River 
disaster, excited by the discovery of this 
journal were entirely dissipated when it 
came to hand. Capt. Degarimo was no 
doubt too much occupied on the night of 
the 19th and 20th to make memoranda. 

BXTRAOTS FBOM NBWBPAPBBS OF 1764r-6. 

From the Newport iHercun/— Files in 
Congressional Library Washington, D. C, 
date of July 30th, 1764. a letter from Ni- 
agara, of June 19th. 

*'Two new vessels are got on Lake Erie 
and another expected."' 

May 28th— From Detroit March 25th. 

"Scalping parties of Potawattamles are 
around Detroit, killing cattle and killing 
and scalping white men." 

Pennsylvania Oaeette — B. Franklin and 
D. Hall publishers, Philadelphia, May 3d, 
1764. 

** Advices from Detroit to Gen.Gage state 
'that the Indians, 2,000 In number, have 
burned their huts, and departed suddenly, 
probably for Niagara." 

"Aug. 23d— Col. Bridstreet and his 
army left Niagara for Detroit on the 6th 
of Aug. 

Aug. 30— By advices from Fort Schlosser 
of the 12th ot August, the army left Erie 
on the 8th, and went up the lake. 

Waited on the 9th for some men of the 
17th Regiment, who had lost some of their 
boats m the rapids— on the 10th crossed to 
the South shore." 

Newport Mercury, Nov. 8th, 1764— "CoL 
Brad street was at St. Dusky on the 28th 
of September, waiting for the Indians to 
come in according to terms. The faithless 
and malicious creatures are seeking pre- 
texts for delay" — same paper Nov. l9th — 
letter from an officer, dated Oct. 5th, 
given below. Same paper, Deo. lOth^A 
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letter from Lt. Cdi, Israel Potnam to Maj, 
Durkee, of date October 7tb. [See below]. 
Annual Register 1764, paffe 181— **Ck>i. 
Bradstreet made atreaty atPresque Isle, 
(Erie, Pa.), in August. He made another 
at Tuscaroras, (Sandusky), with the Shaw- 
nese and Delawares in October. [This is 

f probably an error, and confounded with 
he operations of Col. Bouquet]. The 
substance of both of them was, that war 
was to cease, and all prisoners be deliv- 
ered up, and ten (10) hostages left as guar- 
antees. 

SZTBACT OF A liBTTBB VBOM NIAGARA, 
DATED JUIiY 15, 1764. 

Last Sunday afternoon, the snow John- 
son, arrived nere from Ontario, with Sir 
William on board ; who, since his arrival, 
has been much busied in holding council 
with the Indians, of whom there are now 
at this place, above 1,000 of different na- 
tions, SDme to join and proceed with the 
army ; some for peltry, expecting trade to 
be opened, and others to treat of peace. 
This morning, 105 men of the Follies 
Avoines. (Menomonies) arrived here, and 
are now In Council in the Fort. The Sen- 
ecas have been expected for several days 
past, but are not yet come in. ^e are in- 
formed that there are about 900 of them, 
and the Delawares assembled together. It 
is whispered about, that if they don*t come 
in in a few days, the army will march 
against them. The army in the boat^ was 
eight days in the passage from Fort Onta- 
rio hither, having met with some violent 
storms, in which four of tbe largest boats 
were cast away and wrecked to pieces; 
the men's lives Were all saved, and most 
of the provisions an 1 baggage. 

** About two-thirds of the army, with 
their boats &c., are got over the carrying 
place, and the remainder will be over in 
two or three days. We have now four 
vessels on Lake Erie, the last of which 
set out for Detroit >esterday. A few 
days ago, a soldier was fired at by an Indi- 
an on the Carrying Place ; the ball struck 
the haversack en his back; the thinirs 
therein prevented its entering his body ; 
he returnea the fire, and made his escape 
to one of the little forts. If Sir William's 
indefatigable diligence and infiuence over 
the Indians does not prevent it. we will be 
at loggerheads in a few days.'*— !Newi>ort 
Mercury. Aug. ^, 1764. 

EXTRACT OF A IjETTER FROM NIAGARA, 

AUG. 2, 1764. 

**We are here attending Congress day 
after day, with about 1300 Indians of dif- 
ferent nations, some of whom have oorae 
600 miles. They have concluded a peace 
with Sir William Johnson, except the 
Delawares and Sbawnese, whom we have 
near a month waited lor, as they are to 
bring their prisoners, in order to be de- 



livered up. We expect to set off for 
Detroit in a few days, having everything 
ready for that purpose.— Newport Mercury^ 
Aug. 37, 1764. *- H 

EXTRACT OF A liETTER FROM FORT 
SCHIX>88BR, AUG. 27, 1764. 

**The morning of the 8th instant the 
army went off from hence, and in the 
evening arrived at Fort Elrie, which is on 
the north shore, about two miles above 
the rapids, at the entrance of th<) lake. 
The 9th they set out about ten o'clock, and 
proceeded along the north shore about six 
miles, where they remained all night, 
waiting for the 17th regiment, which was 
detained by having lost some of their 
boats in going up the rapids. Early on 
the morning of the 10th they stood across 
the lake to the south shore. I left Fort 
Erie the same day at 10 o'clock, since 
which time have heard nothing from 
them, though we have reason to think 
they are a considerable wav on their 
jonrnev, the weather having been pretty 
favorable since they went off. 

The schooners Victory and Boston 
sailed from Fort Erie for Detroit on the 
9th, in the night. I propose to proceed 
with them to Detroit, and hope to arrive 
there as sovn as the army ,^'— Newport 
Mercury, Sept, 8, 1764. 

I LETTER FROM AN OFFICER AT RRAD- 

street's gamp, near the GARRYINO 

PliAGE, SANDUSKY liARB, OCT. 5, 1764. 

"We all expected we came here to finish 
the peace with the Sbawnese and Dela- 
wares, which our colonel tegan at L'Ance- 
aux FeuiUes. Instead of that, in conse- 
quence of orders just come, we are to 
attack them and destroy them root and 
branch, or they must give us ten men to 
bb put to death." 

* * * They were bringing in 200 pris- 
oners would have ratified the peace, and 
we should have jogged home, etc. 

*'The impractibility of a march into that 
country, 300 miles from home, without 
any horses, is well known, and the inca- 
pacity of the troops to attempt it too evi- 
dent if you but look at them. More than 
half of them are in the condition of 
Fallstaff's . Our boats are the most excellent 
that were ever formed for the service of 
this country ; from hence, I believe you 
think below, we have some contrivance to 
maKe them sail upon dry grou/nd, for the 
rivers which we were ordered to go up, in 
order to get to the Sbawnese and Dela- 
wares, have no water in them. I saw it 
myself, there is not water for an Indian 
canoe; and I assure you, as jet we have 
no intention, altho' I think it should be 
considered, as it is the only improvement 
they want to make them quite perfect. 
The service then would never suffer for 
want of geographical knowledge of the 
country. 



Digitized by 



Google 



For my part, I never think myself in 
danger in one of these boats, led bj our 
oolonel, who has been all alon^ as careful 
of the armj on these lakes, as though we 
had been his children. 

**You know we brought from Niagara 
Indians of the Five Nations ; we expected 
great things of them. They were ordered 
to go with the aroiy to attack the Mlamis. 
**No, they say they would not; they were 
now desired to go against the Shawnese, 
etc. They stand like stocks, the devil of 
one will budge. You see what our de- 
pendence ought to be on these dear friends 
of ours, but no more of that. 

♦ ♦ ♦ I hear we are to stay till Novem- 
ber, God forbid. If we are, I shall wish 
for some of t*iat courage-inspiring wine 
you have so plentifully at York. 

My heart already ^es at the aprehen ■ 
sion of snow and 'ice, as my poor kegg is 
almost out ; so it is with us all, * * * * 

£XTBAGT9 FBOM A LETTER OP lilEUT. COli. 
ISBAEIi PUTNAM TO MAJOR DURKEE, 
NORWICH, CONN., " CAMP SANDUSKY" 
NEAR THE CARRYING PLACE, OCT. 7TH, 
1764. 

**We sent an officer and three Indians 
to the Delawares and Snawnese from 
Preiskeal, (Presque Isle) and Captain 
Peter from Moammee, (Maumee). We 
also sent Capt. Morris of the 17th, and 
one Thomas Kine, with three Indians. 
Capt. Morris returned some time ago, and 
was much abused and stripped, whipt, 
and threatened to be tomahawked, but 
had his life spared in case he would re- 
turn." 

'^Captain Thomas King and three of the 
Gonawawas proceeded. This Captain 
King is one of the chiefs of the Oneida 
Castle." 

''About ten days ago, King came into 
Detroit, and had left all the Conawawas, 
who gave out for want of provision, and 
oould not travel. He supposes they are 
perished in the wood. Three days ago he 
arrived here and yesterday had a con- 
ference with the Indians. He expresses 
himself in this manner." 

SPEECH OP CAPTAIN KING. 

"Friends and brothers, I am now to 
acquaint you with facts too obvious to 
deny. I have been since I left you to 
Monsieur Pontuck's (Pontiacs) camp, 
and waited on nim to see if he was willing 
to come and make peace with our brothers 
the English. 

He asked me what I meant by all that, 
saying you have always encouraged me to 
the war against the English, and said the 
only reason you did not join me last year 
was for want of ammunition, and as booh 



as you oould get ammunition you would 
join me." 

**King replied that there was nothing 
in it. At this Pontuck produced six belts 
of wampum, that he had . last year from 
the Six nations, to join with them in car- 
rying on the war against the English." 

**King said he did not know what to 
say about that, but he knew nothing of it. 

Pontuck said '^that the Six nations said 
that the English were so exhausted they 
could do no more, and that one years wor 
well pushed, would drive them into the 
sea,"— a pause.— King. **Brothers you 
know this to be true, and you have always 
deceived me." At this the Six nations 
were all angry, and to-day are packing up 
to go off. What will be the event 1 don't 
know nor don't care ; for I have no faith 
in the Indian peace, patched up by 
presents." 

"Yesterday Captain Peters arrived 
^hich is the last party we have out. He 
says the Wyandots are all coming in, but 
the Delawares and Shawanees are not, nor 
durst they come, forthey are afraid if they 
do Colonel Bouquet will be on their towns 
and castles." 

He has sent to them to come to him and 
make peace. On the contrary if they go 
to him, we should be on them, and they 
intend to lie still until Bouquet comes to 
them, then send out and make peace if 
possible ; if not, to fight him as long as 
they have a man left. 

We believe they wait to get some ad- 
vantage of us before they try peace. 
Captain Peters says Bouquet is within 
thirty miles of their towns and believes it 
to be best for him to make peace with them, 
for Colonel Bradstreet had orders from 
General Gase eight days ago, to make no 
peace with thetn and to march to meet 
Bouquet. 

On a council of war being called, and ex- 
amining the Indians and Frenchmen that 
were acquainted with the road, found it 
to be thirty leagues to travel by land and 
nothing to carry provisions but on men's 
backs ; which after allowing for hindrances 
must take forty days to go and come ; with 
four large rivers to pass ; two of which 
with rafts and that very difficult, consider- 
ing the season of the year, it was judged 
impracticable. Here we are, for what, I 
know not, nor when we are to leave it. 

**I suppose you will think it strange that 
in many places in this country there are 
10,000 to 20,000 acres of land without a 
bush or a twig, all covered with grass so 
big and high that it is very difficult to 
travel ; and all as good plow land as you 
ever saw, any of it fit for hemp. 

Israel Putnam. 
New Port Mercury, Dec. 10, 1764. 
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SEsXiEOTioijr 3sro, 2. 



[transcribed by dr. r. b. hough.] 

From the Connecticut 0(mranU Oct. 29, 1764, 

and Newport Mercvry, Nov. 8, 1764. 
;ic )ic ;ic ;ic )ic QuT last advioBS from the 
arm J under Colonel Bouquet are dated the 
28th of September, when they had crossed 
the Ohio and were encamped on the other 
side near Pittsburg;. 

Col. Bradstreet with the army under his 
command, was still at St. Duskey, waiting; 
for the arrival of the Indians, to execute 
the articles of accommodation according 
to the stipulated terms. 

The Indians had been for some time 
past very quiet in those parts. Yet many 
people doubt their sincerity, and think if 
they can gain time to get in their winter 
stores, and find pretenses to delay the 
operations against them till the season is 
past, and all our expensive preparations, 
and the difficult and naiuf ul services of the 
year rendered entirely useless, that they 
will show themselves as inveterate and de- 
structive enemies as ever; and that our 
easiness in admitting a reconciliation after 
Buffering the most provoking and cruel 
expressions of their implacable malice that 
they could possibly invent, will probably 
give them reason to suppose that they 
mav treat us in the same manner again 
with impunity." 

From the Newport Mercury^ (Rhode Island,) 
Dec. 19, 1764. 

'Tondiac finding the other Indians had 
made peace, sent a message and a string 
of wampum, desiring to be included in the 



treaty. Colonel Bradstreet broke the 
wampum and sent back the messenger to 
acquaint him that he must come himself 
or send his son. But he found pretences 
to decline both, and the peace was con- 
cluded without him.'* 

From the New York Mercury, Nov. 26, 1764. 

Monday night last an officer arrived 
express from the army to the northward, 
froji whence we have received advices 
that Coloiiel Bradstreet had broke up his 
camp at Sandusky, on the 18th of Octol»er ; 
having first engaged many of the Upper 
nations, with whom peace had been con- 
cluded, to declare against the Shawanese 
and Del a wares, and to send parties out to 
war against them. That about seventy 
miles from Sandusky the lake rose in the 
night on a sudden, and the surf beat with 
such violence on the shore where the 
army had landed that betwixt twenty and 
thirty boats were beat to pieces, notwith- 
standing the efforts made to save them. 
The night was very dark, and little . else 
than the small quantities of provisions 
that was in them could be saved. The army 
proceeded to the Grand river, about sev- 
enty miles fartner, which they entered in 
a storm. The tempestuous weather hav- 
ing the appearance of continuing, and the 
Doats being deeply laden, by receiving the 
additional men from the boats which were 
lost, a number of the best marchers 
marched along the lake side and the In- 
dians took to the woods. The men who 
marched were for a time relieved by other 
men from the boats ; but provisions being 
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oat, and a snow storm upon the lake, 
about two hundred men pushed on 
for Fort Brie, in whioh they suffered 
greatly, and would have suffeied more, 
had not the most advanoed been relieved 
with proTisions and boats, from Fort Erie 
in consequence of Col. Bntdstreet's direo- 
tiouB, sent by express. The remainder, 
except a few missing, were taken up by 
the boats on the 2d instant, and the army 
arrived at N'iagaia: from whence the re^- 
ular troops, and some Provincials, sailed 
in vessels on the 9th instant: the rest of 
the army being left to follow in boats, 
under Lieut. Colonel Putnam. The ves- 
sels arrived at Oswego on the 11th instant, 
in a great storm, in whioh the Snow John- 
son was lost, going into the Oswego River; 
by this accident, some baggage and arms 
ifere lost, but the men are happilj saved.'* 

[Note.— This letter may be found in the 
Newport Mercury (Rhode Island) of Dec. 
2d, 1764, Pennsylvanian QazeUe, Nov. 29th, 
and in the Boston Gazette, Dec. 3d, copies 
of which have been presented us by E. M. 
Barton, Esq., of the American Antiquar- 
ian Societv, Worcester, Mass., and George 
H. Meore,' LL. D. of the New York His- 
torical Society.] 

STJ]nrKRIXGH9 OF THE TROOPS. 

From the Newport Mercury, Dec, 81, 1764. 
**By a letter dated the 8th instant from 
the Mohawk river, of the best assurance, 
we are informed that, by the strange con- 
duct of some. Sir William Johnson will 
have infinite work to do with the Indians, 
The (listredi>ed, struggling armv are now 
daily crawling homeward. Many left 
their carcasses in the woods and along the 
lake, a prey to the wolves and other ver- 
min, through mere fatifi:ue and want. 
Some Indians and a few of the Indian offi- 
cers are arrived in a shocking condition, 
having been in the woods twenty-six days 
without a morsel but what they killed, 
which was a trifle for this number. The 
main bodv, with Captains Montour and 
Johnson, Lieuteuant Preston, &c., are ex- 
pected in a few days at Sir William John- 
son's. They are detained carrying some 
sick Indians on their backs thro* the 
woods.*' 

[If the advice of Sir William had been 
attended to, near three jears past, in all 
probability we should have had no Indian 
war; for at that time it was demoustrable 
that he could have formed upon the surest 
basis such a construction of amity with 
the far nations as would no doubt have 
been productive of the most sensible ad- 
vantage to the inhabitants here as well as 
to those at home. But he was abridged 
by a poor £7,000, which, if properly ap- 
plied then, would have prevented all the 
calamities of a scalping war.] 



LBTTKB OF JAMES W. WARD, IBQ., BMLA.T- 
INQ TO HIS BB8KABCHCS IK THE BRITISH 
MUSBUII. 

New York, Jan. 6, 1878. 

MyDearCoix>nel: I returned home 
in November last, and should have writ> 
ten you before in relation to the request 
you made me while inLondon,if I had not 
been in daily expectation of a mislaid 
package containing the papers I now send 
jou, which only arrived from London yes- 
terday. I am apprehensive after all vhat 
the documents I have copied may not in- 
terest you, or that you may already be fa- 
miliar with them. However, these are 
all the papers I was able to find relating to 
the expedition of 1764, about which you 
are making inquiries. In the whole col- 
lection of manuscripts relating to this pe- 
riod, now in the British Museum, there is 
none in the form of a report by Colonel 
or General Bradstreet. Tliis I ascertained 
by looking through the entire file, and by 
inquiry of the very thoroughlv informed 
and polite custodian of the 

MSS. department. The only letter of 
Bradstreet in the collection relating to 
the expedition, I have copied for you and 
enclose, adding a couple of letters of Bou- 
quet relating to matters covered by 
Bradstreet's quasi *^port;** one of them 
being an answer to it. The papers are in- 
teresting, certainlv perse, but you may al- 
ready have had printed copies of them, 
though 1 am ignorant if any such exist. 
One thing would seem to be certain, there 
id no such report as the one yon refer to 
among the British Museum MSS. If there 
is, those who should know do not know 
where to look for it ; and I was allowed 
access to every M8. book and portfolio in 
the establishment. * * * 

Hoping my very pleasant labor has not 
been altogether in vain, 

I am yours, very sincerely, 

J W. Ward. 

liSTTER FROM GOli. BRAD8TREBT--THE 
ONLY THING UKB A "REPORT*' AMONG 
THE BRITISH MUSEUM M8S.— COPIED BY 
MR. WARD. 

Sandusky, Lake, Oct, 17, 1764. 
To Col. Henry Bouquet: 

Your packet was delivered to me by the 
two Indians, who spoke to you in favor of 
the Shawaoese and Dela wares. They say 
that one of the Englishmen you sent with 
them was for coming on, but the other one 
would not; saying they must return to 
you, with the chiefs of the Delawares. 
They also say that some of the Shawanese 
chiefs were gone to you to ask peace. [ 
have not settled anything with, or received 
any prisoners from the Shawanese or Del- 
awares. I have sent to **A11 Nations of 
Savages'* as far as '^Illinoisthe Bay," (quo- 
tation marks original) letting them know 
what Uenl. Gage desii^ed, in his first letter 
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to me, respeoting the peace I had made, 
agreeably to his instructioDS, and indeed 
have taken every step in mv power to 
prevent a storm. I bope all may go iveil 
on that score. The aavciges have under- 
standing. I have been on this lake and up 
the river (Sandusky) as far as it is naviga- 
ble for Indian canoes, for nearlv a month, 
and am ex'.remely sorry to tell jou, it was 
impossible for me to put General Ga{i:e*s 
orders into execution. It is necessity, ab- 
solute necessity, that obliges me to turn 
the other way. By mv long stay here, and 
keeping of chiefs of such nations as could 
give assistance to those against whom you 
act. the two nations are left to defend 
themselves; and should they stand out, 
I am hopeful their e£Ports will We feeble. 
We keep them in soustant alarm, that the 
safety of their families may prevent their 
collecting in a body. Part of our 
scouts hdve returned, in which were 
Ottawas, Chippewas and Hurons; four 
more go out this day and 
lo-morrow, and I am not without hop«, 
those people will continue the war. If 
they do not. it must be from bad manage- 
ment in us. 

This letter is sent by two Indians of 
Cooknawaga, Canada; m company with 
twenty- three men for service. 

Kot a man of the Five Nations will act. 
The ** faithful p»^rsons" you want, it is 
not in my power to send, though not for 
want of numbeis of Indians. 

Were I sure you would get this letter I 
should be more plain. The enemy have 
prisoners who read English. I wish you 
success; I have done all in my power to 
contribute to it, and have the honor to be. 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Jno. Bradstrbbt. 

rbpiiy op coix)neii bououet to colonel 

BRADSTRBBT'S LETTER OP THE 17TH OP 
OCTOBER. 

Camp at the Forks op the ) 
MusKiN6(JM, Nov. 16, 1764. f 
Colonel Bradstrbbt: 

Sir: — 1 received on the 28th of October, 
by Capt. Artel a-nd twenty Cocknawaga 
Indians, the favor of your letter of the 
17th. The Senecas and the Delawares had 
at that time submitted to tbe terms I had 
prescribed to them ; but the Shawnees had 
stood out to the last. However, seeing us 
at their towns and determined to carry 
our point, the]r accepted, two days ago, 
the same conditions as the other Nations, 
viz : to deliver immediately all their pris- 
oners, to give hostages of their principal 
people, and to send deputies to make 
peace with Sir Wm. Johnson. I have re- 
ceived already upwards of 200 prisoners, 
including their own children born of 
white womeo, which [ have obliged them 
to give up ; and I expect more yet from 
the Shawnees, having sent parties to col- 



lect them at their towns. I have besides 
two hostages from the Senecas and six 
from the Delawares. I ioin entirely with 
vou, that the peace will last, provided the 
savages are properly managed. It is now 
Sir William's business. I hope you and 
I have done with them. I wrote to Col. 
Campbell (commanding at Detroit) to ac* 
quaint the Nations with him that matters 
were settled in this way ; though I believe 
they will never hurt one another much. 
I enclose you the speech I made at Tusca- 
rawas, when I broke, by the General's 
orders, the peace they pretended to claim, 
after they had infringed it in everv par- 
ticular. The Wyandotts have sent me 
four prisoners, and promise to deliver four- 
teen more in the spring. 

Henry Bouquet. 

COL. BOUQUET TO GOVERNOR PAUQUIER 
OP VIRGINLA, 

From the collection of General Haldeman's 
M8S. 
Camp at the Forks op Muskin- 
gum, NEAR WACKATUMICA, THB ( 

MOST Considerable Shawnbk | 

Town, November 15, 1764. 
To Governor Fauquier : 

I was favored the 4th inst, with your let- 
ter of 13th Sept., and I have now the 
pleasure to inform you that the Mingoes, 
the Delawares and the Shawnees, after 
numberless difficulties, have, at last, sub- 
mitted to the terms prescribed to them, 
and without being allowed to stipulate 
any conditioud on their behalf, they have 
delivered all the prisoners that could be 
collected, and even their own children 
bom of white women, and given fourteen 
hostages to deliver the rest, and, as securi- 
ty that they shall commit no hostilities, 
or violence against His Majesty's sub- 
jects. On these conditions they 
are permitted to send deputies to make 
their peace with Sir Wm. Johnson. 
I am only to request you will publish a 
suspension of arma with the said Nations, 
and I may presume to assure you from 
their present disposition, that the militia 
on your Frontiers may be discharged ; and 
the inhabitants return with safety to 
their abandoned settlements. Seveitd of 
the captives have remained so long among 
the savages, that they leave them with the 
utmost reluctance ; and we are obliged to 
keep guard upon them to prevent their 
escape. In my opinion these unfortunate 
people ought to be treated by their rela- 
tives with tenderness and humanity, till 
time and reason make them forget their 
unnatural attachments; but unless they 
are closely watched, they will certainly re- 
turn to the barbarians. 

I am now to return my thanks for the 
two distinguished corps of volunteers who 
have joined me tr«m your government ; 
one commanded by Colonel MoNeil and 
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Captain Lewis, and the other hy Major 
Field. 

They have been of great service in en- 
abling me to penetrate into this country 
with a sufficient force to compel these 
haughty savapes to submit on our own 
terms. I flatter myself that the success of 
this expedition, so interestiu^r to your 
province in particular, will recommend 
them to your notice, and that of your gov- 
ernment. I promised'you that they should 
create no expense to your province, as I 
intended to have mustered them in the 
Pennsylvania regiment, and to have made 
up to them the difference from that pay to 
that of your militia. But this method is 
so disagreeable to them, that I shall pro- 
ceed no further in it till I know your in- 
tentions, and then of the House of Bur- 
gesses in that respect, as I can make no 
doubt that upon your recommendation 
the House will not leave it to another 
government to pay their own troops, who 
have exerted themselves with so com- 
mendable a spirit for the defense of their 
country, and whose behavior does so much 
honor to Virginia. 

I have the honor to be, with great re- 
spect, etc. Hknby Bouquet. 

Legation op the United Stat|», [ 
London, 12th of August, 1869, f 

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 19th, 
I have great pleasure in forwarding to 
you herewith, extracts from such letters* 
in the Public Record Office ot Great 
Britain as have reference to Col. Brad- 
street's expedition to Rocky River on 
Lake Erie in 1764. It appears, from a letter 
of the Master of the rolls, that the public 
records contain no report of Col. Brad- 
street to Gen. Amherst, the documents of 
which you required a transcript. 

I have only to add the expression of my 
hope that these papers will be satisfactory 
to you, and to state that I have already ex- 
pressed my thanks to Her Majesty's prin- 
ciple Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
for the promptness and courtesj, with 
which your request on behalf of the Cleve- 
land Historical Society has been complied 
with, 80 far as was possible. 
I have the honor to be, sir. 
Your obedient servant, 

John Lothrop MoTiiEY. 
Coii. Charles Whittlesey, Historical 

Society, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Legation or the United States, I 
London, Ilth January, 1872. f 
Sir:— By direction of Tiis Excellency, 
General Schenck, I have the honor to say, 

♦These are two letters from General Gaire 
to the Earl of Halifax. One from New 
York Sept. 24, 1764, and another Dec, 13, 1764. 
That of Sept, 21st has been published in the 
New York Colonial History, vol. 7, page 655. 
The other which we give below is thought 
not to have been before in print. 



that immediately on the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th of last October, he had 
much pleasure in forwarding a copy to 
Lord Granville, and m requesting his 
Lordship/to favor him if possible, with a 
copy of the official report of Col. John 
Bradstreet, on his expedition along the 
southern shore of Lake Erie in 176^. 
That request has been fully considered, 
and I now forward to you herewith, 
copies of two notes in reply, from Lord 
Granville. Prom the last of these, it ap- 
pears, that after a further careful search 
m the Public Record Office, no other dec- 
ument on the subject can be found there, 
but the one, a copy of which was commu- 
nicated to Mr. Motley, on the IHh of 
August 1869, and which he sent to you in 
his letter of the next day. 

General Schenck ret^rets that his e£Port8 
to serve you have been unsuccessful, and 
he is reluctantly compelled to come to the 
conclusion that Colonel Bradstreet's re- 
port has either been mislaid or lost. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Benjamin Moban, 
Secretary of Legation. 
Charles Whittlesey, Elsq., President West- 
ern Reserve Historical Society, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

GENERAL. GAGE TO LORD HALIFAX— MILI- 
TARY correspondence 1763, 1764, 1765— 
AMERICA AND WEST INDIES, NO. 121. 

New York, December 13, 1764. 
My Lord :— I have had the honor to re- 
ceive your Lordship's letter of the 13th of 
October, and am to acquaint you, there is 
reason to believe that the report of the 
Cherokees killing live Frenchmen on the 
Mississippi is a mistake. When the last 
accounts left Carolina, all the Cherokees 
were returned from war against the In- 
dians of the Ouabache, Twightwees or 
Miamis, Shuwnese and Dela wares; but 
are not accused of making any incursions 
on the Mississippi. One of the parties re- 
ported that they had seen some canoes, 
laden with skins going down the Ohio, and 
that four of the men in the canoes looked 
like Frenchmen. They fired upon them 
Idlled several of the people, and took four 
scalps. I conceive that the first report 
took rise from this circumstance, it is not 
mentioned whether the scalps are Indian 
or French. Some of them may possibly 
be French, as it is past a doubt that the 
inhabitants of Illinois have supplied the 
Shawneese and Delawares with ammuni- 
tion by the way of the Ohio, and it is like- 
ly might be returning with the skins they 
had received in exchange for their mer- 
chandise. This affair was inquired into 
upon the first report, and if it shall be dis- 
covered that the Cherokees have attacked 
any settlement belonging to the French, I 
shall not fail to do everything that can 
tend to pacify the commandant of the dis- 
trict where the accident happened. The 
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Otierokees have had men killed and taken 
prisoners in these excursions ; some of the 
latter were carried to the Illinois, from 
whence one of them has made his escape, 
and reports that last spring a French officer 
of rank, and others of less note under him 
were very assiduous in sending for the 
different tribes of Indians in their alliance, 
to whom they gave ammunition and arms 
of all kinds ; that they made them speeches, 
in which thev desired tbe Indians to eo to 
war against the English and their allies : 
that they would kill all and not trouble 
theai with prisoners. The accounts given 
by the Indians can rarely be relied upon, 
and it is to be hoped that this is nothing 
more than what is generally termed an 
Indian report. 

Your Lordship will perceive from my 
former dispatches that the perfidy of the 
Shawnees and Delawares, the contempt 
they showed for us, and their having broke 
the ties which even the savage nations 
hold sacred amongst each other, required 
vigorous measures to reduce them. 

I determined to make no peace with 
them but in the heart of their country, 
and upon such terms as should make it as 
secure as possible. I have now the pleas- 
ure and satisfaction to acquaint your 
Lordship that this conduct has produced 
all the good effects which could be wished 
or expected from it. Those Indians have 
been humbled and reduced to accept of 
peace, upon the terms prescribed to them, 
in a manner as will give reputation to 
His Majesty's arms amongst toe several 
nations. The regular and provincial troops 
under Col. Bouquet, having teen joined 
by a good body of voluntt^ers from Vir- 
ginia, and others from Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, marched from Fort Pitt the 
beginning of October, and got to Tusca- 
rawas about the I5th. The march of the 
troops into their country threw the sav- 
ages into the greatest consternation, as 
they had hoped their woods v/ould pro- 
tect them, and had boasted of the se- 
curity of their situation from our at- 
tacks. The enemy hovered round the 
troops during their march, but despairing 
of success in an action, had recourse to 
negociations. They were told that thev 
might have peace, but every prisoner in 
their possession must first be delivered 
up. They brought in near twenty, and 
promised to deliver the rest. But as their 
promises were not regarded, they engaged 
to deliver the whole on the first of Novem 
t>er, at the Forks of the Muskingum, about 
150 miles from Fort Pitt, the center of the 
Delaware towns, and near the most con 
siderable settlement of the Shawnees, 
Colonel Bouquet kept them in sight, and 
moved his camp to that place. He soon 
obliged the Delawares and some broken 
tribes of Mohicans, Wyandotts and Miu- 
goes to bring all their prisoners, even 
to children b«rn of white women, and to 



tie those who were grown as savage as 
themselves, and unwilling to leave them, 
aDd bring them bound to the camp. They 
were then told that they must appoint 
deputies to go to Sir William Johnson, to 
receive sucQ terms as should be imposed 
upon them, which the Nations should 
agree to ratify ; and for the security of 
their performance of this, and that no 
further hostilities should be committed, a 
number of their chiefs must remain in our 
hands. The above Nations subscribed to 
these terms, but the Shawnees were more 
obstinate. They did not approve of the 
conditions, and were particularly averse 
to giving -of hostages. But finding their 
obstinacy had no effect, and would only 
tend to their destrucMon, the troops hav- 
ing penetrated into the heart of their 
country , they at length became sensible 
that there was no safety but in submis- 
sion, and were oblige 1 to stoop 'to the 
same conditions as the other Nations. 
They immediately gave up forty prisoners, 
being the sine qua non of peace. It was 
agreed that parties should be sent from 
the army into their towns to collect the 
prisoners and conduct them to Fort Pitt. 

They delivered six of their principal 
chiefs as hostages into our hands, and ap- 
pointed their Deputy's to go to 8ir Wil- 
liam Johnson, in the same manner as the 
rest. 

The number of prisoners already deliv- 
ered exceeds two hundred and it was ex- 
pected that our party would bring m near 
one hundred more from the Shawnese 
towns. These concessions seem sufficient 
proof of the sincerity and humiliation of 
those nations, — and In justice to Colonel 
Bouquet, I must t«;stify to your Lordship, 
the obligation I have to him; and that 
nothing but the firm and steady conduct 
which he has observed in all his transac- 
tions with those treacherous savages, 
would ever have brought them to a seri- 
ous peace. 

CJoi. Brad street not finding the troops 
under his command in a conditior 
to march to the plains of Scioto, 
kept the enemy in awe by remaining 
at Sandusky as long as the season would 
permit, and spiriting up the Indians with 
whom he had lately made peace to declare 
war and send out parties against them. 
He had regulated affairs at Detroit, got a 
vessel into Lake Huron, and re estab- 
lished the post Missilimakinak. which he 
has garrisoned with a detachment from 
the 17th regiment. He broke up his camp 
at Sandusky on the I8th of October, and 
had the misfortune to ^ose twenty -five of 
his boats from the violence of the surf of 
Lake Erie. This accident obliged part of 
the troops to march along the shore, who 
were for a time relieved by others from 
the boats. But the weather being very 
tempestuous, and continuing so a number 
of days, and provisions growing short, 
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part of the troops pushed for Niagara,aQd 
Bu£fered greatly in their march. Col, 
Bradstreet arrived at Niagara 
the beginning of November aud 
embarking the regular troope. 

and some Provincials in the vessels, leav- 
ing the remainder to follow in Boats, sailed 
on the 9th for Oswego, where he arrived in 
a very great storm on the llth. One of the 
vessels named Johnson Snow was drove 
upon the Bar of Oswego, where she was 
wrecked, and some Baggage and Arms 
lost, but the men were happily saved. 
Another vessel called tbe Mohock was lost 
on tbe same Lakt) some time before, so 
that the Marine has suffered this year a 
good deal. 

1 now flatter myself to be able to inform 
your Lordship, that the country is restored 
to its former tranquility : and that a gen- 
eral, and it is hoped a lasting Peace is con- 
cluded with all the Indian Nations, who 
have taken up arms against Hie Majestv 
The possessing of the Illinois is yet a diffi- 
culty which we have to encounter, though 
this last Peace with the Sha wnese and Del- 
awaret) may facilitate our designs in that 
quarter. 

It seems to have opened a door to that 
country, and that nothing might be left 
undone which could be attempted, Colo- 
nel Bouquet has received directions in 
case a Peace should be concluded with the 
Shawnese and Delawares to try tbeir in- 
fluence to get an Officer if not a Detach- 
ment to the Illinois. The late season of 
the ypar is against us, but I have not as 
yet received any answer upon those points. 
The affections of several Nations are to be 
conciliated, particularly those inhabiting 
the ^uabache and the district of tbe Illi- 
nois. And we must reckon that the 
French will privately give us all the ob- 
struction in this that they can. We mai? 
accuse the French in general terms, tho' 
we cannot fix the blame on any one par- 
ticular commander. The enclosed copy of 
a letter from 'Colonel Bradstreet to Mons. 
de St. Ange, who now commands at 
Port Chartres with the enclosed copy 
of a letter to Colonel Bouquet, from Mr. 
Smallman, a Major of Militia who has 
been a long time prisoner amongst the 
Deiawares, will shew your Lordship that 
there is reason to accuse them of doing us 
ill offices. Captain Morris's journal which 
I had the honor to transmit your Lordship 
in my 7ast, is a further proof of this, and 
its apprehended that the bad reception 
that gentleman met with from the sav- 
ages was in ereat measure owing to tbe 
management of the FYench. I have wrote 
to Monsieur d'Abbadie on this subject, 
and shewed him it was not without jus- 
tice, that the English had accused the 
French of animating and supporting the 
Indians against them; and shall take the 
first opportunity to transmit him copy's 
of the eiiclosed letters, if he BtiU remains 
at New Orleans. 



The 80th Regiment has beea disbanded 
agreeable to Bis Majesty's Orders 
aud the 55th regiment is marching to this 
place by detachments as fast as they can 
be relieved in the posts they occupy by 
the other troops. All that regiment, 
except a small part, are expected to as- 
s«»mble here in a few days, aud no time 
will be lost in embarking them for Ireland. 

I trust this letter to the care of Major 
Small, an officer on half pay, who is re- 
turning to England. This gentleman 
having served the campaign under Colonel 
Bouquet, I take the liberty to refer your 
Lordship to him, for any particulars which 
you would choose to be informed of. 

I have the honor to be. with the greatest 
regard, respect and esteem. 
My Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

Thos Gage. 

[Endorsed] 
New York, Dec. 13, 1764. 
Major General Gage, bv Major Small. 

R. 16th January, 1765. 
Extract sent to the Board of Trade the 
16th January 1765, informing of the 
Military Operations against the Indians 
—The Deiawares and Sbawnese reduced 
and brought to submission —Peace estab- 
lished — That fiv« Frenchmen were kill- 
ed, a mistake— The French continue to 
animate the Indians against us.] With 
two enclosures. Bundit B — No. 12. 

The proceed! n>rs of the Colonial Legisla- 
ture of New York have been examined by 
Rev. H. A. Homes, Librarian for the State 
Library at Albam , and bv Dr. F. B. Hough, 
of Lowvill**, New York. Mr. Homis says 
**In looking over the Journals of the As- 
sembly I find that it was prorogued from 
October 1764 to November 1765, partly in 
consequence of there being no Governor." 

Dr. Hough ha<) examined the printed 
Journals (Gaines' Edition, vol. 2, page 186), 
where the folK wing entry has been found. 
No further Legislative proceedings or re- 
ports have been discovered : 

*'N0VEMBBB 27, 1765. 

*'A petition of several officers late in the 
pay of this (Colony, and on thn expedition 
with Col. Bradstreet, in behalf of them- 
selves and soldiers enlisted under theuj, 
was pi**sented to the House and read, set 
tiuK forth, that they have suffered great 
loss in tbeir batigaue and effects in a storm 
on Lake Erie, when on the expeditioa 
aforesaid. That there are sundry sums 
due them for billetting money; that they 
were upwards of forty da.Ts longer in the 
said service, than the time t ey wt re en- 
listed for, for neither of wbich they have 
received any satisfaction; and therefore 
humbly pray their case may be taken into 
consideration, and provision mada for 
their payment. 

**Ref erred to committee on Governor's 
speech." 
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TRACT No. 15, APRIL, 1873. 

Correspondence of Major Tod, War of 1812,— History of Northfleld, 



The helra of the late Governor Tod some 
time since placed the public and historical 
papers of his father, Judge Tod, on de- 
posit at the Historical Rooms. 

Judfce Tod's life was an active and 
eventful one, a sketch of which will prob- 
ably appear in due time. He had been a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Ohio, and 
on the expectation of a war with England 
received an appointment as Major in the 
regular army. At that time he was Brig- 
ade Inspector to General Simon Perkins, 
the brigade including the entire Western 
Reserve. The first paper here given is 
the order to secure and organize the quota 
of the brigade, which had three regiments 
and a battalion. When the United States 
raised their first regiment, on the new es- 
tablishment after the Revolution, it was 
commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Following this example, the Ohio militia, 
under the Territorial government and of 
the State, pror to the war of 1812, had no 
Colonels'. The coqapanies were small and 
they were very much scattered through 
the new settlements. This explains why 
this order was issued to the Lieutenant- 
Colonels of the regiments, which seldom 
numbered more than 500 men of the line. 

Hayes, Rayen and Edwards entered the 
service at once, where Edwards soon fell 
a victim to the malaria of the waters of 
Sandusky Bay, where the Ohio troops 
were stationed, in 1812. Tod was soon 
commissioned a Major in the Seventeenth 
United States Regiment, to be raised in 
Ohio and Kentucky. Its Colonel was 
Samuel Wells of Kentucky, and its Lieu- 
tenant -Colonel, John Miller of Steuben- 
ville, Ohio. 

GENERAIi PEBKINS TO MAJOB TOD. 

Wabren, TRUMBtriiL Co., Ohio, ) 
April 27, 1812. ] 
Sir: The enclosed order from the 
Major-General, bearing date April 27, 1812, 
has just come to hand ; and in order that 



it may be promptly executed, you are 
hereby requested to issue an order to the 
present commandants of regiments within 
this brigade to furnish with the least pos- 
sible delay their proportion of the detach- 
ment called for; and if the corps should 
be raised by volunteer enrollment, the 
number astsigned to the first regiment is 
thirty-three, to the second regiment 
twenty, and to the third regiment twenty- 
three. But if contrary to expectation a 
draft should be found necessary, then the 
number to be raided in the first regiment 
is sixteea, in the second regiment, eleven, 
and in the third, thirteen. The officers to 
command the detachment will be ap- 
pointed as selected by law. You will 
strict] y enjoin it on the said comman- 
dants that they make returns of the men 
thus raised by the 9th day of May next, and 
also that they order those volunteered or 
drafted within their home regiment to 
rendezvous at some convenient place in 
said regiment, on Wednesday, the 14th 
day of May next, for the purpose of receiv- 
ing such orders as the exigencies of the 
case and circumstances m ay then require. 

For information you w ill refer the proper 
commandant to a statute of the United 
States, passed the 6th day of February, 
1812, entitled ''An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to accept 
&nd organize certain volunteer militia 
corps.'* Likewise to the statut;e of the 
State of Ohio, regulating the mUitla 
thereof. Simon Pebkins, 

Brigadier General 3d Bridade, 
4th Division. 
Geobqe Tod, Esq., Brigade Major and 

Inspector. 

bbigade obdebs, 3d bbigade, 4th di- 
vision, OHIO MTLITIA, ISSUED 28TH OF 
APBIIi, 1812, TO LIEUT. COLONELS WIL- 
LIAM BAYEN, BICHABD HAYES AND JOHN 
S. EDWABDS. 

Sib : You are hereby required to cause 
to be raised within the regiment over 
which you have command, if they can be 
raised by voluntary enlistment, twenty- 
three good and able-bodied men, to serve 
in the service of the United States as a 
detachment from the militia of this State. 
If that number of men cannot be attained 
by voluntary enrollment, you are required 
to cause to be raised by draft and on your 
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regimeDt thirteen men of tbe above de- 
ecription, to be taken from tho respective 
onmpauies composing the Bame, in propor- 
tioiito the numbers in each. In whatever 
way the detachment from the 3d Brigade, 
4th Division, Obio Militia, may be raised, 
it is to be officered in the manner a» 
the law directs. On the executicn of 
this order, you are to make the Briga- 
dier of the aforesaid brigade a return 
of the men enrolled or drafted by the 9th 
dav of May next. The above order is 
issued in consequence of recent and press- 
ing orders from tbe Prenident of the 
United States throueh the Major General 
of 4th Division of Ohio Militia. The de- 
tachment from your regiment shall ren- 
dezvous at some convenient place iu vour 
regiment, as you shall order, on the 14th 
of May next, when it will receive further 
orders. 

The above orders are to be executed 
with the greatest possible promptitude 
and dispatch. 

For information you are referred to a 
statute of the United States passed the 
6th day of February, 1812, entitled **An 
act authorizing the President of the 
United States to accept and organize cer- 
tain volunteer Military corps*:" likewise 
to the statute of the State of Ohio regulat- 
ing the Militia thereof April 27, 18V-5. 

By order of Simon Perkins, Brigadier 
George Tod. Brigade Major and luspec- 

tor. 

HON. GTBEON GRANGER, WASHINGTON, D. 
C. TO EBENEZEB GRANGER, ZANESVrLLE. 

Washington, Feb, 15, 1812. 
Eben'b Granger Esq. : 

The Obio Delegation have recommended 
GenM Miller for Colonel, and George Tod 
for Major. I am astouished at Tod's en- 
tering the army. If I could see him I 
cotdd change his mind. 

Yr. friend, 

G. Granger. 

QENEELAL WINCHESTER TO MAJOR TOD. 

Lexington, Ky., 28th Apr. 1812. 
Major Gei»rge Tod : 

Sib :— On the receipt of this you will re- 
pair to this pla?e for the purpose of receiv- 
ing monev and the necessary documents 
to place you on recruiting service in the 
State of Ohio. Its desirable that no time 
should be lost. Tne Secretary of War ex- 
pects expt^dition in raising the quota of 
troops in Department No. 1, of which 
your State f jrms a part. 

I am respectfully. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
J. Winchester, B. Gen'l U, S. Army. 

JAMES R. MUNSON, CINCINNATI, TO MAJOR 
TOD. 

Cincinnati, April 26, 1812. 
My Dear Major :— The question and pre- 
paration for war engrosses the time and 
cares of all here. Tbe requisition made 
by His Excellency has been ounctually 
and gallantly met and completed. Cincin- 
uatl hill is covered with tents, etc., and 
troops who were yesterday received by 



His Excellency, and will in tbe course of 
a few days be in a condition to move w^th 
security to the place of destination. Gov- 
ernor Meigs will advance in i>er8on at the 
head of the forces — Generals Gano and 
Cass in command. Goveruor Meigs has 
signified to me his pleasure that I should 
accompanv him and make one of his mil- 
itary family, and also directs me to assure 
you of his high esteem, and that from 
present appearances a call on your section 
of the State for draft, will not' be made. 

J AS. R. MUNSON. 

Rendez\^its, Zanbsvtllb, Ohio, I 
Jnne 17tb, 1812. ) 
I am ordered by Brigadier Generel Win- 
chester to cause *'rccruits" to be taueht 
the soldiers' drill, comformably to the 
rules and directions laid down in the 
hook entitled "instructions to lofantrv," 
and prescribed by the Secretary of War 
for the discipline of the troops of the 
United States. 

It is submitted. Sir, if a copy of that 
work should not be forwarded to this ren- 
dezvous. It would oMige the oflScers of 
this district could we be furnished with 
the pamphlet prescribing the uniform 
dress of the army of the United States. 
(Neither of these publications can be 
found in this country.) 

1 am. Sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

George Tod, 
Major United States Army. 
Alexander Smyth, Inspector General 
of Army of United States. 

MAJOR tod to general WINCHESTER. 

Zanesville, Ohio, June 29, 1812. 

Dear Sir: — T have just received a file 
of newspapers from Washington City giv- 
ing inteligence of a declaration of war, by 
the Congress of the United States against 
Great Britain, 

This event will give a new aspect to af- 
fairs ; and it is really to be hoped that it 
will produce a union of sentiment and ac- 
tion. I have commenced the recruiting 
service in the different parts of the Dis- 
trict—so recently, however, has that work 
been commenced, that I have received no 
report from any of the recruiting oflScers, 
excepting th3 one at this place. He has 
reported to me six, which I have mustered. 
I indulge myself in the belief that from 
the arrangements which have been made 
for the recruiting service lu this District, 
that service will go on prosperously. 

You will, I trust., excuse me 
in the course which I have 
proposed to myself to pursue 
in regard t« my returns, which is to make 
my flrst returns up to, and including the 
first Monday of July next, so that my 
weekly and monthly reports will be made 
with some regard to system. 

I have made a pontract for the necess- 
ary supplies at the rendezvous : rations at 
16 cents each : have procured barracks suf- 
ficiently capicious for the accommodation 
of one hundred men, at six dollars per 
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man ; have employed a physician ; vaccina- 
tion will be strictly attended to. The 
pressure of the recruiting: service has left 
me not a single subaltern officer for Draft- 
infr. Assistant Quartermaster or Acting 
Adjutant. The duties of these officers I 
must necessarily discharge at least for the 
present. I do not find them very burden- 
some. 

* There is here sufficiency of summer 
cloth iug for 2U0 men ; kettles for the num- 
ber; tin pans are, not however* furnished. 
It would help,lthink,8ir,the service we are 
engaged in had we even a small supply of 
muskets. The clothiug I have compared 
with the invoices, and have forwarded to 
the United States Military Agent, Phila- 
delphia, duplicate receipts for the same. 

I am, very respectfully, sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

George Tod, Major. 
Recruiting Rendezvous, Zau«8ville. 

lilEUTBNANT BOOKER, RECRUITING Or- 
ITCER, TO MAJOR TOD. 

St. CLAiRSViiiLB, 9th July, 1812. 
Dear Sir : Since my last of the 6th 
inst-, I have enlisted four fine able bodied 
fellows, and am much at a loss for blan- 
kets; and in fact I don't see how we can 
manage well without some, particularly 

* * * Would wish to go to some of the 
small * * * are near this place in order 
to pick up recruits * * ♦ A sargeant's 
sword and six or eight suits of uniform 
clothiug * * * be forwarded here, I 
think it would be attended with a benefi- 
oient effect, as it would charm our country 
buck, and put them in a greater spirit of 
being soldiers. If there should be no op- 
portunity of any waggon starting from or 
coming through Zanesville to this place so 
as to have them sent, probably it would 
be as well for me to bire a horse and send 
out there and they could be * * * last 
in. I expect to get two or three more be- 
fore the week is out. With due defference 
and respect, I remain your humble ser- 
vant. Samuel P. Booker. 

Major George Tod. 

CAPTAIN ELLIOTT TO MAJOR TOD. 

Warren, July 13th, 1812. 
Major George Tod: 

Sir;— Enclosed vou have my weekly re- 
turn for the rendezvous at Warren. Should 
there be any inaccuracy in my return as 
to method, be so good as to inform me in 
your next communication. Lieut. Fred- 
ericks has obtained two recruits, when en- 
listea, or anvthing more on the subject 1 
have not learned. Ensign Milligan has 
been here, and rnturoed to commence '*' 

* ♦ * in Jefferson county. 

It is reported and gAoerally believed 
that the British have lately captured two 
of our vessels on Lake Erie. One loaded 
with provisions for the army at Detroit. 
The other had on some of GenU Hull's of- 
ficers, destined for the same place. I am 



apprehensive from the number of the vol- 
unteers from this State, and the proceed- 
ing to a second draft of the Militia, that 
the recruiting se^'vice will progress but 
slowly. Yours Respectfully, 

WiLLSON Elliott, Capt. United States 
Army. 

GOVERNOR MEIGS TO MAJOR TOD. 

Chillicothe, July 27, 1812. 
Dear Major— I am fairly fatigued with 
forming the new brigade. Boiler went, 
long since, with MoArthur, to Philadel- 
phia. 1 know not what to advise you re- 
specting your running for Congress. I 
certainly wish you to take that course you 
would best profit by, and be most agreea- 
ble. My wishes are chat you was in Con- 
gress*. 1 will duly apprise you of the time 
of election. 'Tis mail day, and I am in 
great haste, having come from Franklin- 
ton last evening. 

Your friend, R. J. Meigs. 

LIEITT. COL. JOHN MILLER, (17TH REG'T U. 
S. INFANTRY), TO MAJOR TOD. 

Rendezvous, i 

Chillicothe, July 29, 1812. )" 
Major George Tod : 

Sir— 1 have this momentjreceived orders 
from General Winchester to organize im- 
mediately one company of regulars in this 
State to consist of one hundred men, in- 
cluding non-commissioned officers, and to 
hold them in readiness to march at a mo- 
ment's notice. He has ordered that the 
troops from your district be immediately 
marched to this place, or at lease as many 
as will complete the company with what 
are here. You will tht^refore order all the 
recruits within your district to repair to 
Zanesville without delay, and detach and 
march to this place one lat lieutenant, one 
2d iieutenant and forty privates, dhould 
you have that number; if not you will 
march what you have. I wish you, if 
possible, to have your detachment at 
this placft against tne lOch or 12th of 
August. Every reliance is placed on your 
exertion on this important occasion. 

General Winchester informs me that the 
object in calling the company out is to 
join a detachment from Kentucky to 
march immediately to Detroit. You will 
please forward by tne detachment a mus- 
ter roll of its strength. As neither of you 
have included New Lancaster in your re- 
cruiting district, you are at liberty to 
send a recruiting officer there, as soon as 
you see proper. 

I have not as yet received any answer 
from General Winchester to the several 
inquiries I made him, concerning reports, 
returns, &c., feo. As soon as ]«do, J will 
inform you of ic. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Yonr obedient servant, 

John Miller, 
Lieut. Col. U. S. Army. 
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BY IRVING A. SEARLES. 



History of ihe Settlemeiit of the Township—Remiiiiseeiiees of 

Early Times. 



In the spring oi 18U7, Isaao Bacon moved 
into Kortbfield, now in Summit oounty, 
and making a small clearing, erected a log 
house on the location where Francis Waite 
now lives. He had to raise his house 
without assistance* which he succeeded in 
doing in about five dajs. Here this fam- 
ily lived for three years before another 
white settler came. Their nearest neieh- 
bors were ten miles distant. Indians were 
numerous until the war of 1812, when they 
left to join the Britsb. There were, for 
some tin.e, several wigwams on the farm 
of Bacon. The red men caused no trouble 
except in their attempts to secure all the 
whisky about Bacon's premises. One 
day a number of them came inte the 
house and called for flre- water. Mr. Ba- 
con was not at home and Mrs. Bacon told 
them they could not have any. They 
then drew their tomahawks, walked qui- 
etly up to the cupboard, found the whisky 
bottle, drank all they wanted and went 
away. David C. Bacon, then a small lad, 
tells us that he well remembers playing 
with the Indian children. In fact he had 
no other playmates. The favorite sports 
with the Indian boys were throwing the 
hatchet and shooting with the bow and 
arrow. He who could stand the far- 
thest from a tree or stump and throw the 
hatchet so as to make it stick fast in the 
object at which it was aimed, was the best 
fellow. Mr. Bacon maintains that he 
could do quite as well at this as his plav- 
mates. In shooting with the bow and ar- 
row, however, they could excel him. They 
had a tact in that' which the white boy 
could never learn. From 1812 dates the 
last of the Indian race on the Reserve. 
Those who were once here, and 
survived the war, never returned, for 
thev inwardly felt that they had forfeited 
all just claiin to there former homes. 

At the breaking out of the war there 
were oaly three families of whites in the 
township: Noble, Cramer and Bacon. 
They gave themselves no special uneasi- 
ness about the conflict until Hull's dis- 
giaceful surrender at Detroit. News then 
cam« that the British were coming to 
Cleveland by the way of Lake Erie and 



thence were to march directly through this 
section of the country This rumor sent 
the greatest consternation throughout all 
this region. It was well known that the 
enemy in its marches was accompf*nied by 
the merciless Indians, who refrained not 
from murdering all ages, sexes and condi- 
tions. Dwellings wrapped in flames, and 
shrieks of butchered Innocents followed 
in the wake of the English soldiery. Our 
three Northfield friends therefore deter- 
mined to move to Hudson, and thus aug- 
ment the numbers which must repel 
the invading army. While Mr. Bacon 
went to Cleveland to ascertain the truth 
of the rumor, the others loaded the wag- 
ons with what furniture they could and 
buried the remainder. They had got 
about three miles out of town when Bacon 
returned and told them the report was 
false. The American prisoners taken from 
Hull were in Cleveland but no British 
force was there. The party then returned 
to their homes. One day shortly after 
this, several white men, including a num- 
ber ot non-residents of the township, were 
at the house of Bacon, and while convers- 
ing upon the prospects of a favorable or 
unfavorable termination of the war, they 
saw an Indian standing in the woods near 
the edge of the clearing. Mr. Cramer 
went out and kindly told him that if he 
wanted to save his life he had better leave 
that town, and then re-entered the house. 
From the appearance of the Indian it was 
conjectured that he was a member of a 
tribe that once lived in Northfleld, and 
that he had in some way become separated 
from his people. There was in the 
company of whites one who was known 
to be an inveterate hater of the red men, 
and this man shouldered his rifle, left the 
house and walked slowly into the woods. 
He returned in about two hours, and when 
questioned as to where he had been, re- 
plied that ^'he guessed that Indian would 
never find his tribe." Nothing further 
would he tell about the matter, but it is 
the general opinion of those conversant 
with the circumstance that a rifle ball 
closed the earthly career of the savage 
long ere he passed the limits of Northfield 
township. 

The women of the pioneer days had 
many experiences which ought not to go 
unrecorded. While the husband with 
stalwart arm felled the trees and reduced 
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the wtlderuess to productiTe fields, tlie 
wife had no small task to perform. No 
one felt the hardships and privations of 
pioneer life more than she. In coming to 
the frontier she exchanged her comforta- 
ble dwelling house for the rude log cabin. 
In the place of the society which she once 
enjoyed she was almost isolated from all 
intercourse with tbe world. Oft times the 
husband must be absent from home for 
days at a time, and then the women were 
\ett all alone, miles from any neighbors, in 
the hearc of a vast wilderness. The wife 
of Isaac Bacon was frequently thus si':u 
ated. Mrs. Bacon was a brave woman, and 
the experiences through which she parsed 
seem to us of this day almost incredible. 
We give but one instance illustrative of 
the statement just made. Our informant 
is David C. Bacon, oldest son of the woman 
of whom we are speaking. This son still 
resides in Northfield, near where his pa- 
rents lived at the time. Mr. Bacon was 
frequently absent from home, and on one 
of these occasions a very suspicious look- 
ing man came to the cabin and asked ad- 
mittance, which of course Mrs. Bacon 
granted. He seate<^. himself and inquired 
the time of day, when Mr. Bacon would 
be at home, how far it was to 
the nearest neighbor, and, if she was not 
afraid to stay alone! From the first Mrs. 
Bacon did by no means like the appear- 
ance of the man, and ever^ moment only 
strengthened her impression yjf him. She 
was undoubtedly as courageous as any 
woman; but there she was, so far from any 
neighbor that no assistance from that quar- 
ter, in case of emergency, could be ex- 
pected. But she had one hope, and that 
was in the assistance of a powerful dog. 
which stood by her eide. From the time 
that the man entered the house the know- 
ing animal eyed him, as if to sav : *'You 
are here for no good purpose." It was 
now most dark, and Mrs. Bacon very po- 
litely told the man that she could not 
keep him over night and he had better be 
going. The man said nothing, but from 
his actions seemed to think otherwise. He 
stood and pondered a few minutes, and 
then called to one of the children to come 
and turn a grindstone which stood a short 
distance from the house. He accompanied 
this request by producing a large, ugly- 
looking knife. The child obeyed and he 
groceeded to sharpen the instrument, 
[rs. Bacon expected the crisis was now at 
hand and began to prepare for the worst. 
She took her station in one corner of the 
room and called the dog to her side. The 
man soon came- into the house 
and sat down at the opposite side 
ot the room. They thus remained 
until midnight, neither speaking a 
word. The man then began 
to manifest considerable uneasiness. He 
finally asked the woman why she did not 
turn that dog out of doors. She replied 
that she always allowed the animal to re- 
main in the house at night. He then ad- 
vised her to turn the animal out of the 
house. She, knowing that her orders to 



the faithful creature would be disobeyed, 
opened the door and told the dog to go 
out. The animal growled and looked 
fiercely at the stranger, but would not 
movp. The man then told the woman to 
sit down and he would see that the dog 
left the house. He then opened the door 
and told the dog to leave, but the creature, 
now aroused, again growled and exhibited 
a set of teeth which had the immediate 
tendency to cause the man to take his seat 
and desist from all further attempts to 
disturb the dog. The man made no fur- 
ther demonstrations, but went away about 
daylight, leaving Mrs. Bacon t;> thank her 
dog for the preservation of her life. 

In the summer of 1826 there occurred 
one of the most singular affairs of which 
we have any knowledge. The parties im- 
mediately interested in the transaction 
were Dorsey W. Viers, then a citizen of 
Northfield, and now a resident of Korton 
township, and one Bubert Cbarleswortb. 
This last named individual was about, 
thirty years of age, an Englishman and 
unmarried. For some time he had made 
it his home at Yiers', and worked when- 
ever he could, as a day laborer. Some- 
time in the month of July Charlesworth 
suddenly disappeared. At fi^st but .little 
was thought of his mysterious departure, 
but after a time an effort was made to dis- 
cover his whereabouts. The most diUi- 
geot search after the missing man was, 
however, unavailing. Suspicion that he 
had been foully dealt with began to develop 
itself, and to make the matter still more 
posisive, it was whispered among the 
neighbors that Yiers knew more about 
Charlesworth's disappearance than he was 
willing to confess. A hint of this kind 
was sufficient to lead many to at once pro- 
nounce Yiers the murderer. But not- 
withstanding this strong suspicion no de- 
cisive legal action was taken until five 
years after Charlesworth left. During 
these J ears the excitement, instead of 
abating had become more intense, until 
popular clamor demanded a full investiga- 
tion. Accordingly, G. N. Wallace, Justice 
of the Peace in Northfield, artested Yiers 
January 8, 1831. A trial of eight days 
ensued, and we wish the reader to care- 
fully note the testimony elicited. It was 
said that parties going to the house of Yiers 
the next morning after Charlesworth's 
disappearance, found Mrs. Yiers hurriedly 
mopping up the fioor. Yiers himself ap- 
peared greatly aeitated and was much 
confused in bis statements about the mis- 
sing man. He once said that he saw 
Charlesworth go, and then, soon after, said 
that he was sound asleep when the man 
left. These contradictory stories had only 
served to heighten the suspicion of Yiers' 
guilt. Yiers' hired girl also testified 
that a bed blanket which had 
been on Charlesworth's bed for a few 
weeks pnor to his disappearance was 
missing, and that it was afterwards found 
with clots of blood on it, under a hay 
stack. It was also suddenly discovered 
that Charlesworth was immensely rich. 
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that Viera was poor until after the murder 
when he became all at once flush of mon- 
ey. The reader may here conclude that 
testimony sufficient has already been ad- 
duced to hane any man« but the evidence 
of Viers' terrible crime did not cease Here. 
When witches were believed in, every 
man, woman and child saw them. So it 
was in this case. That Viers had murder- 
ed that man was believed, and the public 
could see in everything the evidence of hir 
guilt. The body )f a murdered man was 
found in every nook and corner in North- 
field. One man at the trial swore p>oint 
blank that he went one morning to Viers' 
door yard, and passing by a meadow con- I 
taining about twenty acres ol grass, yg i 
uncut, he saw plainly the trail where some 
heavy body had been dragged through the 
gra^s. Here now is the key to the whole 
mystery! **Murder will out,*' and the 
heart of our searcher after truth is made 
to rejoice that he is to be no small instru- 
meniality in giving to justice what had 
long been her duf. He accordingly fol- 
lowed the trail through the meadow to a 
piece of woods adjacent. Ever and anon 
as he passed along he found spots of 
clotted blood, and his tender heart 
went out in loving sympathy for the de- 
parted Charles worth. Coming to the fence 
separating the meadow from the woods he 
lost the trail, and therefore conjectured 
that the murderer had here taken the 
body of his victim in his arms and carried 
it to the place of burial. The avenger of 
blood entered the woods, and while 
searching for further trace of the trail he 
saw a chipmunk dart irato a pile of leaves. 
He instantly conceived the idea of killing 
the poor creature, and going to the leaves 
began poking them about with his cane — 
and what a sight met his eves ! There lay 
the body of the long lost Charleswortn. 
T'is true but little beside che skeleton was 
left, but those were the remains of the 
massing man. Tbus the witness in sab- 
stance testified. The lawyers defending 
Vieis asked how he knew' it was Charles- 
worth's body, and he replied that one of 
the front teeth was broken, as he had 
often observed inChariesworth.,The court, 
of course, sent a committee to visit the 
place where the corpse lay. They came 
back and reported that while the remains 
of the departed were there visible they 
were the remains of an old dogand not 
those of Charlesworth. The witness would 
have been put under arrest on the charge 
of perjury had he not left town. 
He soon went away from North - 
field and never returned. 

In the midst of the trial two men from 
Sandusky came to KorthQeld and swore 
that they had seen Charlesworth but a 
short time before. On this testimony 
Viera was acquitted, although the public 
was firm in its belief that he had murdered 
Charlesworth. 

A person, in his right mind, will do a 
good deal to preserve his reputation, and 
especially when it is assailed bv so serious 
a charge as that of murder, and Viers re- 



solved that the remainder of his days, if 
necessary, should be spent in search of 
Charlesworth. He opened correspondence 
with proper authorities, both of this coun- 
try and Europe. He also visited in person 
many of the more prominent cities of the 
United States. Year8 rolled on and the 
search was unsuccessful. One day Viera 
went into a tavern in 'Detroit, and to the 
crowd in the bar room he propounded the 
oft-repeated query: "Is there any one 
here w ho knows a man by the name of 
Charlesworth ? " To this he received the 
heart- sickenmg reply— **No." But as he 
lefc the room and stepped out into the 
street a man confronted hio and said, 
**My name is Cbarlesworth and yours is 
Viers, and jou are from Northfield, Ohio." 
Viers recognized the longlo^t man and the 
meeting was. indeed, most cordial. Viers 
told Charlesworth that he must immedi- 
ately return with him to Northfield. The 
latter for a time refused, saying that he 
had important business which must be at- 
tended to at once. Viers would accept no 
excuse, and the two came direct to North- 
field. Hand-bills were posted up all over 
the country announcing that on such a 
day Cbarlesworth would be at the church, 
and earnestly requestinar all interested to 
call and satisfy themselves as to the iden- 
tity of the supposed murdered man. This 
was a great day in Northfield. The church 
was crowded. Individuals who used to 
know Charlesworth would give him some 
hint in reference to some old transaction, 
and then he would go on and fill out the 
details. They would ask him, for instance, 
if he once kept company with such and 
such a girl ; and when he answered *'YeR." 
they would tell him to go on and describe 
her. In this way, after a long examina- 
tion, the public were fully satisfied that 
the murdered man stood in their midst. 
Mr. Viers was fully cleared of all part or 
lot in the matter, and we presume he never 
regretted the efforts be made to find bis 
alleged victim. The only reason Charles- 
worth assigned for his strange conduct 
was that he had passed a counterfeit ten 
dollar bill, and fearing an arrest he fled 
the township. 

The first school building erected in 
Northfield stood where Mr. Rianier now 
lives. The children from miles around 
assembled at this house of learning, until 
the number of scholars exceeded a dozen. 
The first winter that school was taught 
here was a very severe one. There was 
no chimney to the house. Cracks between 
the logs freely admitted the wintry wind, 
and the building in all respects come far 
short of the modem idea of a public 
school edifice. Teachers then were not 
paid so much as they are now. A lady, 
for teaching in the summer, received, 
perhaps, a dollar a week and board around. 
In the winter a man was paid from eight 
to ten dollars j^er month and board. 
While wages were less than those paid 
now, the teacher's Qualifications were cor- 
respondiogly low.' Beading, spelliDg. 
writing and arithmetic, to the '*Kule of 
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Three/* were about all that \vere taught 
in the baokwood's sobool. The teacher 
did not have to bother about **certifioate8." 
No public money was available for 
school purposes, aod emplojin^ a teacber 
was simply a matter of asreemen6 between 
a few of the neighbors and auy man or 
woman whom they mi^sht thus coostitute 
"teacher." Private parties paid the bill, 
and private parties said to whom it should 
be paid. 

The first white person who died in the 
townsnip was an infant daughter of Isaac 
Bacon. Tbe child died in 1808. 

In September* 1813» occurred the first 
wedding. It was the marriaere of Henry 
Wood to Esther Craomer. Father Wood. 
** Uncle Harry Wood" as he is familiarly 
called by his friends, is still living in 
Northfield, There is but one other person 
now living who attended this wedding, and 
that is Miss Lucy Wood, maiden sister of 
Henry. The biotherand sister are both 
residing with Mr. C. 8. Bates, son-in-law 
of Father Wood. The Justice who per- 
formed the ceremony came all the way 
from Hudson, and received for his services 
tbe tben large sum of one dollar and a half . 
Father Wood humorously remarked that he 
did not do as it is said one young couple in 
Korthfield did a few years later. Rumor 
bas it that a young gentleman and lady, 
bent on uniting their fortunes and going 
hand in hand down life's rugged pathway 
started through the woods to have the 
nrarriage rite consummated by a Justice 
who lived several miles distant. They, in 
some way or other, had procured a license, 
which then only cost one dollarand a quar- 
ter, but neither of them bad the where- 
with to pay the Justice. Here was a dilem- 
ma, but they would trust ia Providence 
and all things would be for the best. For- 
tune is said tj favor tbe brave, and these 
persons must have been very brave, for 
they were exceedinely lucky While the 
face of the young man had become nearly 
as long as that of a horse, and his eyes 
wore a look of melting and yet wonderful 
tenderness, as he thought of the solemnity 
of a circumstance which bid fair to pre- 
vent the legal union of two loving hearts, 
and while his dear companion, mild and 
gentle in all her movements, with a voice 
modulated after tbe sweetest cadences of 
the screech owl, was about to whisper in 
the large ears of her lover some fond word 
of encouragement and cheer, a "coon" 
sprang from a small sappling which stood 
near them and ran toward a large white 
oak tree. The young man seemed to be 
moved by some invisible power, and giving 
a yell, which would have done honor to 
the greatest Mohawk chieftain, started 
off in a brisk canter after the fugitive ani- 
mal. Here Distory is blank as to de- 
tails, but, at all events, the ^an 
caught the coon, skinned it, and toolPthe 
hide to the justice and paid the marriage 
fee with it, 

Mr. Wood and his wife did not have a 
vast deal of furniture with which to begin 
house keeping, for their whole stock was 



one chair with a broken round, three table 
knives, three forks, three tea cups, three 
saucers and three plates. They sent to 
Pittsburgh for these articles. The reader 
will see that it would not do to break more 
than a dozen cups ani saucers every time 
they washed dishes. We apprehend that 
house-wifos were tben a little more careful 
in this matter than some are now-a-days. 
As already stated they had but one chair. 
When Mrs. Wood wanted to sit 
in the chair the husband would sit 
on the fioor, and likewise, when 
Mr. Wood wanted to occupy the chair, 
his wife would occupy the floor, or a part 
of it at least. And yet, at what time 
since have people enjoyed life more than 
did these good old pioneers, if we were 
only a mind to think so? How true it is, 
that "Man wants but little here below, 
nor wants little long." 

Bears and wolves were numerous in 
those e2Lr\y days. The bears committed 
no further depredations than carrying off 
the hogs of tbe settlers; but this act of 
robbery was euvjugh to bring down bitter 
curses upon the shaggy criminals. Mr. 
Bacon, one night, heard one of his hogs 
squeal, and eoine: out he saw a large bear, 
walking on its hind legs and carrying a 
g«>od sized hog In its fore paws. The hog, 
perhaps, knew that Bruin was simply ca- 
ressing him, but he, nevtjrtheless, did not 
appreciate such outbursts of affection, and 
be made the forest vocal with his squeal- 
ing. Before Ba3on could get his gun the 
bear bad killed his victim, and laying it 
down beside a log had run off. his pursuer 
knew not where. Bacon made a pen of 
logs and left a door at one side just large 
enough for the bear to enter, and placed 
the hoK in this pen. He then arranged his 
gun, with the aid of a string, so that the 
contents of the weapon would be dis- 
charged at the bear the moment he should 
attempt to enter the enclosure. Bacon 
returned<to his house, and in about two 
hours, hearing the report of the gun and 
going back, he found the bear stark dead, 
with a rifle ball through his heart. 

Mr. Wood had a dog which seems to have 
been about as remarkable as any animal of 
that or later times. He bought the dog of 
an Indian squaw and paid a dollar for it. 
When we say that this dog was a strange 
animal we feel as if we were but very 
faintly expressing the idea which we would 
like to convey. In fact we have not the 
right kind of language at our command to 
speak in fit terms of that dog. If Mark 
Twain were here we would give him the 
job of describing him. The animal had 
no color to which any name has ever been 
given. He was of medium size and his 
head, in proportion to^his body, was very • 
large. His large eyes were overhung by a 
profusion of eyelashes which ta 
times rendered the gaze of the animal 
very repulsive. He aid not possess a di- 
versity of gifts. He was not a fiv6 
talented nor yet a three talented dog. He 
had but one talent, that of barking. He 
would bark all day and he would bark all 
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night. There was not an animal in North- 
field « from a bear down to a chipmuck, at 
which this dog had not poured forth 
volumes of howls. But this was ail the 
harm the dog would do to any creature, — 
lust stand and bark until the animal 
left in disgust. Mr. Wood was one day 
out in the field at work when as usual he 
heard the dog bark. He noticed that the 
sound was constantly receding, and think- 
ing that there might be some large game, 
and wishing to rest a little from his work, 
he started off in the direction of the sound. 
E4*esently he saw the dog barking at a 
large, long-legged, white*faced bear. The 
two animals were about a rod apart and 
each seemed to enjoy the other's com- 
pany very much. As soon as the bear saw 
Wood it ran off, and the dog, barking of 
course followed at a safe distance behind. 
Mr. Wood, having no gun, returned to his 
work. Soon the dog came back and tiot- 
ted up to his master, and in about ten 
minutes along came the bear, returning to 
see what had become of the dog. The 
dog's greatest deligbt was to remain some- 
what quiet at night until Mr. Wood 
and his family were all nicely asleep, 
and then to go out two or three rods from 
the house and mounting a stump, send 



into heaven and into the woods and into 
the house some of the finest specimens of 
his yelps. He had to bark only for a short 
time before be could call up all the wolves 
within a circuit of five or ten miles. As 
soon as be was fully satisfied that he had 
got a sufficient number of these howling 
creatures started to take his place at 
barking for the remainder of the night, he 
would run under the house and remain 
silent and secreted until daylight. The 
wolves, in the meantime, would surround 
the house, and yelp, to the by no means 
infinite amusement of the occupants of the 
building. The dog seemed to have the 
idea that there must be barking of some 
kind all the time, and if he could get the 
wolves to take his place once in a while it 
^as nobody's busincs. We have not 
heard that this dog was ever either killed 
or died a natural death. We are of the 
opinion tha: the dog never did die,~he 
just passed away. If he is yet living, either 
in this world or any other, he is probably 
still barking. We hope the people of 
Northfield will remember this dog. Not 
every township can boast of such an aai- 
mal. You may forget the writer, but 
don*! forget the dog. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



TRACT No. X6— MAY, 1873. 

List of Pnblications.— Annnal Report, 1873.— Origin of the State 

of Oliio. 



U8T OF PUBLICATIONS. 
1870. 

Tract No. 1.— Battle and massacre at 
River Raisin, Micbigan, January 18 and 
21, 1813. By Rev. Thos. P. Dudley, of 
liexiogtou, Ky„ one of the survivors, 4 
pages. 

No, 2.— Notices of the Judges of the Su- 
preme (^ourt of the Territory and ^tate of 
Ohio, 1788 to 1851. By Alfred T. Good- 
man, late Secretary, 8 pagec». 

No. S.—Papers relating to the war of 
1812. From the collection of the lace 
Elisha Whittlesey, Caufield, Ohio, 4 pages. 
1871. 

No. 4.— First white child born in the 
Ohio territory. By A. T. Goodman, Sec- 
retary, 8 pages. 

No. 5, — Ancient earth forts of the valley 
of the Cuyahoga. By Chas. Whittlesey, 
40 pages illustrated by nine plates. 

No. 6.— First white settlers in Ohio, and 
original documents from the war office. 
By A. T. Goodman, Secretary, 8 paees. 

No 7.— Selection No. 2, from papers of 
Elisha Whittlesey, relating to the war of 
1812, 4 pages. 

No. 8.— Indian affairs around Detroit 
in 1706, from French archives, procured 
by General Cass, 6 pages. 
1872-73. 

No. 9. — Archeolosical frauds. Three 
remarkable forgeries, byCharles Whittle- 
sey. 4 pages. 

No. 10.— Annual meeting of the Society, 
Memorial notices of the late secretary, 
A. T. Goodman, 4 pages. 

No. 11. — Rock inscriptions in Ohio, 
Ancient Mound, Hardin countv, Ohio, 
Poliehed stone ornaments, 16 pages, illus- 
trated by two plates. 

No, 12.— Selection No. 3, papers of B. 
Whittlesey, war of 1812, 4 paees. 

No. 13. — Papers relating to the expedi- 
tions of Colonel John Bradstreet and 



Colonel Henry Bouquet into Ohio In 1764. 
Selection No. 1, 6 paRCS, 

No 14.— Same, selection No. 2, 6 pages. 

No. 15.— Correspondence relating to the 
war of 1812, papers of Major George 
Tod, U. S. A., History of Northfield, 
Summit county,Ohio, by I. W. Searles. 

Annual meetins;. 

The annual meetiifg of the members of 
the Western Reserva and Northern Ohio 
Hist rical Society, was held in the room of 
the Society, in the Savings Bank building, 
Tuesday evening, May 13th. 

OFFICEBS OF THE SOCIETY. 

President — Charles Whittlesey. 
First Vice President — J. H. Salisbury. 
Second Vice President — Vacant. 
Secretary — Vacant . 
Treasurer — S Williamson. 
Librarian — Mrs. M. Milford. 

CURATORS ELECTIVE. 

For one year—Z, H. A. Bone, Samuel 
Williamson, Mrs. J. H. Sargent. 

For two years— C. C. Baldwin, C. T, Sher- 
man, Mies \ ary C. Bray ton. 

For three ye-ars — Joseph Perkins, Charles 
Whittlesey, John W. Allen. 

Exofficio as Trustees of the LiJbrary Asso- 
ciation — W. J. Boardman, William Bing- 
ham, James Barnett, H. M. Chapin.B. A. 
Stannard. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 
Horace Kelley, C. F. Glaser, 



T. M. Kelley, 
Colgate Hoyt, 
Joseph Perkins, 
A. W. Fairbanks, 



Leonard Case, 
C. C. Baldwin. 
H. B. Tuttle, 
P. H. Babcock, 
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R. C. ParaoDS, E. Cashing, 

L. E. Uolden, S. V Harkness, 

A. Cobb, A. Bradley, 

«ieorge Willey, T. S. Beckwitb, 
William Chisbolm, S. L. Mather, 
O. A. ChildB, H. C. BloMom, 

H. P. Weddell, H. M. Chapin, 
George Mygatt, N. C. Baldwin, 
A. G. Col well, J. H. Salisbury, 

R. P. Ranney, William Edwards, 

J. P. Bishop, William Collins, 

Jau es J. Tracy, Amos Townsend, 
W. 8. Streator, T. P. Handy, 
J. H. Wade, R. P. Wade, 

J. H. Devereux, Alfred E. Buell, 
Joseph Perkins, Jr. L. Lewis Perkins, 
Douglas Perkins, Jacab B. Prrkins, 
E. P. Morgan, Miss L. T. Guilford, 

Misa Mary E. ingersoll. 
Miss Sarah L. Andrews. 
Eben Mewton, Canfield. 
Kent Jarvis, Massillou. 
Wm. G. Lane, Sandusky. 
George T. Prrkins, Akron. 



Aoniial Beport on ttte Condition of 
tbe Society, May IStii, 1873. 

Daring the past year the fEoneral pro- 
gress of the Society has been satis actory . 
The donations of flags, relics, maps, pampn- 
lets, manuscripts, and articles of intereet, 
have continued to increase as usual. 

As our library is specia-, and intended 
particularly to include works relating 
to the early history, antiquities, and 
statistics of Ohio, and tbe Northwest, 
it would not be large, if it was complete. 
We have already on history and anti- 
quities about two- thirds of tbe publish- 
ed works, and uot having money to pur- 
chase the remainder, which are botn 
few and scarce, we have not during tbe 
year added many to our shelves. Tbe in- 
crease of current pamphlets has been 
large. 

The number of visitors to the museum 
has at least doubled, but during a portion 
of tbe year oar prospects, in a financial 
point of view, were quite discouraging. 
Our old members were more and more re- 
miss in the payment of their annual dues, 
and new ones were obtained with difficulty. 
Our current expenses are light, but the 
annual receipts,are Ugbter still. It became 
evident tbat the museum cuuld not be 
kept open to tbe public, on tbe income 
from memberships alone. The curators 
determined to advance personally what 
might be necessary, until the time of the 
annual meeting, and to appeal to our citi- 
zens to provide an irreducible endowment 
fund. With the annual dues of members, 
who are prompt in their payments, and 
the permanent income on $10,000, we can 
make the museum free to the public, and 
accomplish most of tbe leading objects of 
the institution. The plau of solicitation 



adopted, was to rely hereafter on life 
membersbips more than upon the uncer- 
tain one of annual members. Certificates 
of life memberships, are issued 
for each sum of one hundred 
dollars, paid to the endowment fund; the 

Sriucipal of wbicb is to be invested, by 
[essrd. Bingham, Bishop and Willey, as 
trustees. The subscribers were not to te 
called upon, unless $5,000 should be se- 
cured. A thorough canvass of the city 
has not been made, but this sum has 
been subscribed, and a portion of it col- 
lected. If each curator will pledge him- 
self to secure one such membership annu- 
ally, we p hail soon have a sufficient and 
perpetual income. 

This spacious fire-proof room Is substan- 
tially a donation from the Society for 
Savings and the Cleveland Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Since the origin of the society, in the 
year 1867, our expenditures have not been 
large, as the following statement will 
show: 

6BNBBAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FBOM 
1867 TO DATE. 

Donations from a number of gentle- 
men (beyond their annual dues), to- 
wards furnishing tbe rooms $062 00 

For cas«8 for tbe war relics, by the 
Ouyah* ga Co. Military Committee. . . 198 12 

For procuring pap^^rs of tha Connecti- 
cut Land Company by the County 
Oommi:<Btoners 200 00 

For exploring the antiquities of Ohio, 
and publications refating to them 
(Tracts 5 and li), a special donation, 1,000 00 

For books, binding, and transcribing, 
a special donation . . 963 67 

Legacy of the late J obn F« Warner 500 00 

Received from memberships 888 90 

Total $4 412 69 

All of which has been expended. With- 
out the endowment fund the year would 
have closed without debts, but also with- 
out resources, sufficlen*^ to maintain the 
museum as a public institution. 

BIOGBAPHIGAL NOTICES. 

It is a part of our plan to give, from year 
to year, biographical notices of our mem- 
bers and patrons. 

During the year 1871-2, an unusually 
large number of members were removed 
by death. In the current year we are ad- 
vised of the loss of D. H. Pease, Esq., of 
Norwalk, Ohio, a valuable corres- 
ponding member, bu*: have net the ma- 
terials for a proper notice of his life. He 
was for many years the secretary and 
moving spirit of the *'Fire Lands Pioneer 
Association.'* 

THE MABGBF PAPEB8. 

For some years a correspondence has been 
going on by us, in connection with other 
societies to secure a collection of manu - 
scripts, which are at Paris, relating to 
French, explorations on the 8 1. Lawrence 
and Mississippi, between 1680 and 1750. 

Monsieur Pierre Margry has spent a 
long life in one of the bureaus of the French 
Government, and has been engaged more 
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tban twenty years in making traoscripts 
of official reports, letters, maps and docu- 
ments sent from Canada to France during 
that ear) J period. Thej embrace all that 
remains, or that can be hoped for, to com- 
plete the history of those interesting times 
in North America. The maanscripts 
fill nine volumes of nine hundred pages 
eaob, which he was unable to publisb, or 
to fird a publisher. A petitioo originated 
here, suggesting lo Congress the propriety 
of purchasing those papers. Other socie- 
ties and individuals interested iu histori- 
cal matters, readily circulated and sii^ned 
the petition, and an appropriation of |10,- 
000 was secured. 
The Hon. James Monroe, of Oberlin, 

gave it his active support, in which he 
ad the assistance of many other members 
of Congress, in this, and iu the Eastern 
States. 

A WAR TROPHY AND «THBR REUGS. 

Messrs. Foot, Mocre &; Co., of Detroit, 
in June last, signified a willingness to do- 
nate tb the Society one of the large iron 
guns captured by Commodore Perry, in 
the naval action on Lake Erie, Sept. 10, 
1813. On the application of Dr. E. Sterl- 
ing, the Comuiissioners of Public Grounds 
advanced the expenses of transportation 
to Cleveland, on condition that this trophy 
of war be deposited on Monument Square 
at the base of Perry's statue, where it now 
lies. It is soon to be placed in a more 
conspicuous position . This gun, which is 
a 32-pou.iaer. had been mounted on the 
works at Ambei stburtr, and was put basti 
ly on board the BritisQ iieet. with others, 
to complete its armament. 

A.M. Burke, Esq., of Newburar. donated 
to us, and delivered at his own expense, 
the first mill stone ui^ed in Cujahoga 
county, in 1799, which the Park Commis- 
sioners have placed on the north side of 
the arcade, on the Square. 

We shall continue to place buiky articles 
which are of general public interest at the 
disposal of the managers of the public 
grounds, hoping that the time may come 
whtn they will assume somewhat the 
character of a museum. 

The Hou.Georee Willey has lately placed 
in our collection a large and convenient 
writing desk or secretary with numerous 
drawers, now in good condition, which 
was once the property of the famous Eng- 
lish statesman, Edmund Burke. 

The tattered battle fiag of the 124th 
Ohio, Colonel Payne, and the fiag of the 
lOSd, vvith the battles through which they 
went have recently been deposited Leie. 

METBORITB. 

A very interesting and valuable speci- 
men of an Ohio meteorite has been ob- 
tained, which fell iu the county of Musk- 
ingum, near the village of Concord, about 
noon, on the 1st of May, 1860, It weighs 
11 pounds, and was secured by Mr. J. 
Grummen, immediately after its fall. It 
is the fourth fragment of that meteorite, 
in the order of weight; the 
other large ones having been purchased, 



one by the Marietta College, Ohio, another 
by Yale, and a third by the Medical Col- 
lege at Louisville, Ky. As it approached 
the earth its brilliancy was almost equal 
to that of the sun. As usual it broke into 
numerous fragments, weighing from a few 
ounces to 130 pounds. Some of them were 
seen to fall, and were dug out of the ground, 
while they Wore yet warm. This is the 
only instaoce in America where a meteo- 
rite has been observed to strike the earth, 
aod the fragments secured at once. 

ROCK INSCRIPTIONS. 

Our mode of copying rock inscriptions 
leaves no room to question their correct- 
ness hereafter, in case the originals are 
obliterated. It is effected by tracings on 
cloth full size ; copied from the cloth by 
photograph; reduced to the exact size 
used by the engraver. 

This sttbJGCt is now engaging the atten- 
tion of antiquarians in all parts of the 
world. 

BXOHANaBS AND DISTRIHUTION. 

We have frequent calls lor exchanges 
with other societies, and with individuals, 
which gives a money value to our dupli- 
cates. In September last, we received 
throueh the Smithsonian Institute, at 
Washington, a request to do something 
toward filling up the large and ancient Li- 
brary at Strasburg, in Alsace, which was 
nearly destroyed during the siege. A box 
of surplus copies was sent there through 
Mr. Muckle, their agent at Philadelphia, 
for which a cordial acknowledgment has 
Deen received. 

As the vacancy caused by the death of 
Mr. GooJman in the office of secretary has 
not been filled, Mrs. Mil/ord has performed 
its duties in addition to her regular and 
efficient care of the room and the library, 
on a salary so small that I prefer not to 
mention the amount. Most of the lads 
who visit the rooms do so for good pur- 
poses and behave with propriety. We 
made an effort to secure for ner some au- 
thoritv from the Board of iiklncation, anal- 
ogous to that of a teacher, which mii^nt 
be exercised over those wbo shatl 
misbehave themselves while in the 
building; but in this we did not 
succeed, it was necessary several times 
to call in the aid of the police. Finally 
the curators were compelled to adopt a 
rule requiring lads under 18 years whose 
parents are not members or donors, to 
procure certificates of admission from one 
of the curators on request of the parents, 
who are held respunslble for their good 
conduce. 

Mrs. Milford has nearly completed a 
catalogue of our purely his t.rical works. 
Our collection of articles of general inter- 
est, such as relics, coins, autographs and 
manuscript letters, has continued to grow 
steadily in size and value. It will be cata- 
logued as soon as we have cases in which 
to arrange tht-m. 

THE PRESS OP THE CITY. 

It is our pleasure and our duty to ac~ 
knowledge our obligations to the pr» ss of 
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this oity, particularly to the ClevelaDd 
Hbbald, for maoj favorable Doticee, 
wbiohhave been of substautial value to us. 

Uuder our by-laws it is made tbe duty 
of tbe Presideut to deliver au address at 
eaob annual meetiug. I bave prt* pared (or 
this occasion a short article relatiag to an 
historical error as to tbe date from which 
the political existeuce of this State should 
be reckoned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chas. Whittlbsbt, Pres't, &c. 



OBIOIK OF THE STATE Or OHIO— DATE OF 
ITS LEGAL EXISTENCE. 

It has been the practice for at least half 
a century to date the existence of the 
the State of Ohio from November 29th 
1802. On that day the convention which 
met at Ohillioothe on the first of that 
montb, to form a State Constitution, fin- 
ished Its work. It had, or issumed to 
have, final power over the adoption of a 
Constitution, without the consent of the 
people. This made the establishment of 
an organic law a very speedy and very 
simple affair. 

A large number of aspiring young men 
were elected to the convention, who con- 
trolled its action, and soon assumed the 
mauagement of the new state. At thai 
time tnere had been little experience in 
the formation of States. Even the Dem- 
ocratic element in politics, under the name 
of the Republican party, was stnmgly tinc- 
tured with British ideas of tbe preroga- 
tives of office. Qoverner St. Clair, who 
was of the Federal party, differed from 
his opponents in the Teriitorial legisla- 
ture, and in the convention, not so much 
in principle as io degree, and iu the ob- 
jects they wished to secure. 

At present, however, we are dealing 
with dates, in order to correct an error 
which ha8j>ecome respectable by lapse of 
time, and by U8a?;e. While the Territorial 
government existed, it is plain the govern- 
ment of the State of Ohio did not exist. 

No official act of the newlj -organized 
State had any legal force until sanctioned 
by Congress, and until the officers of the 
prior government had !<>urrendered their 
functions. 

The breach between the last Territorial 
Legislature, which met at Chillicothe, 
Nov. 23, 1801, aod Governor St. Clair, was 
open, bitter and personal. A majority of 
the members, however, were not then in 
favor of the project for a new State. The 
min )rity was more in earnest, as opposi- 
tions usually are, and therefore more 
active. They elected the Hon. Thomas 
Worthington to represent their views at 
Washington, who succeeded in commit- 
ting the President and Congress to the or- 
ganization of a State. 

Congress, on the 30th of Aptil, 1802, 
passed an act for that purpose. The dele- 
gates to form a C-onstttution were elected 
on the 12th of October following, and this 
being the second Tuesday of the month 



has permanently fixed the time for hold- 
ing our Fall elections. 

When they had framed and adopted a 
Constitution, they provided for tbe elec- 
tion of State officers and members of both 
Houses of the Legislature, to be held in 
January, 1803. Edward Tiffin f\a8 Presi- 
dent of the Convention, which adjourned 
on the 29th of November. 

LETTER OF THOMAS WORTHINGTON. 

City of Washington, Jan. 6th, 1808, 
To the Honorable tiie President of the 
Senate of the United States: 
Sir:— I have the honor to enclose to you 
herewith the Constitution of the State of 
Ohio, and reques; you will do me the fa- 
vor to lay the sajoe before the Senate of 
the United States. 

Very Resp'y, I have the honor to be 
Sir, your Ob't. Serv't, 

T. Worthington.";;;^ 
Agent from the State of Ohio. 
Jan. 5th. — Senate Journal p. 251, pre- 
sented to the Senate by Vice President 
Burr, . and a motion made for a special 
committee. 

Jan. 6. — Committee, Messrs. Brecken- 
ridge, Anderson and Morris. 

Jan. 7th. — Amended and ordered to be 
printed. 

LETTER OF EDWARD TIFFIN. 

« 'HFLLICOTHE, Dec. 6, 1802. 
To the Vice President of the United 

States : 

Honored Sir — Enclosed you will receive 
an address from the Convention lately 
convened at this place, for the purpose of 
forming a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and which it has been made my du^y 
tew enclose to you, to be presented to the 
honorable body over which you preside. 

With every sentiment of respect I have 
the honor to be your obedient servant. 
Edward Tiffin. 

With Mr. Tiffin's letter, there was laid 
before the Senate an address to Congress, 
and the Administration which had been 
adopted by the Convention. 

ADDRESS OF THE CONVENTION. 

To the Pretiident and both Houses of Con- 
gress of the United States. 
The Convention of the State of Ohio 
duly appreciating the importance of a free 
and independant State government, and 
impressed with sentiments of gratitude to 
the Congress of the United States, for the 
prompt and decisive measi^res taken, at 
their last session, to enable the people of 
the North Western Territory to im merge 
Ir jm their Colonial government, and to as- 
sume a rank among the sister States, beg 
leave to take the earliest opportunity of 
announciui; to you this important event. 
On this occasion the Convention cannot 
help expressing their unequivocal appro- 
bation of tbe measures pursued by the 
present administration of the General 
Government, and both bouses of Congress 
in diminishing the public debt, cultivating 
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peace with all DatioDs, and promoting the 
happiness and pros peri tv of our country. 

Hesol/vedy That the President of the 
Convention do inclose to the President of 
the United States, to the President of the 
Senate, and to the Speab:er of the House 
of Representatives of tbe United States, 
a copy of this address. 

Done in Convention, November 27, 1802. 
Edward Tiffin, President. 

Thomas Scott, Sec'y. of Convention. 

Received February 2, 1803, and ordered 
to lie on tbe table. 

These papers are among the files of the 
Senate, but the files of the House of that 
date are not to be found. In volutne 2 of 
the ^^Miscellaneous American State Pa- 
pers," page 340, is a report on the same 
subject trom Mr. Randolph, of the House, 
made February 3d, 1803. It apparently 
came up in both Houses simultaneously. 
In the Senate on the 27th of January, Mr. 
Breckinridge, from the special Committee, 
made the following jeport: 

The committee to whom was referred 
the resolution of the 7th inst. to *Hnquire 
whether any, and if any, what legislative 
measures may be necessary for admitting 
the State of Ohio into tbe Union, and ex- 
tending to that State the laws of the 
United States," report taat the people of 
the eastern division of the territory north- 
west of tbe River Ohio, in pursuance of 
an act of Congress passed on the 30th day 
of April, 1802, entitled an act to enable the 
people of the eastern division of the terri- 
tory northwest of the River Ohio, to form 
a constitution and State government 
and for the admission of said State into 
the Union on an equal footing with 
tbe original States, and for other purposed 
did on the 29th day of November, 1802, 
form for themselves a Constitution and 
State government; that the said Constitu- 
tion and government, so formed, is Repub- 
lican and in conformity with the principles 
contained in tbe articles of the ordinance, 
made on the 13th day of July, 1787, for the 
government of said territory ; and that it 
is now necessary to establish a District 
Court within the said State, to carry into 
complete effect the laws of the United 
States within the same. 

Passed to second reading, January 27. 
Senate Journal, p. 257. Read second time. 



January 28, 1803. Second reading re- 
sumed, January 31, and amendments 
offered. Ordered to be further considered 
February 3. 

Feb. 3rd, letter of Edward Tiffin 
communicated and tbe address of the Con- 
vention received on the 5th of JanuaiT, 
1803, and refered to the special committee, 
composed of Breckinridge, Morris and 
Anderson. 

Feb. 4, amendment withdrawn and 
bill passed to the third readinir; Februa- 
ry 7th, ordered to be engrossed; Feb- 
ruary 14th,' message from the House that 
they had passed the bilL 

The bill (House?) in relation to the dis- 
p?>sition of the Public Lands in Ohio, etc. 
Received February 22d. Referred to a 
committee composed of Messrs. Breoken- 
ridge, Stone and Baldwin, Passed with- 
out amendment March 1st, 1803. 

Ihe mtensity of party rancor in those 
days has not beep exceeded in subsequent 
times. It was alleged that Governt>r St. 
Clair not only resulted the Administration 
by whom he had been appointed, and op- 
posed its favorite project of a new State 
northwest of the Ohio, but that he had 
spoken disrespectfully of the President. 

Mr. Jefferson was not inclined to deal 
severely with' General St. (Uair, but his 
friends in Ohio /vere so persistent that he 
yielded on the score of policy. 

After the enabling act was passed and 
the delegates to establish a constitution 
had assembled at Chillicothe, St Clair was 
removed from office on the 22d of Kovem- 
ber, 1802. His secretary, Charles VTiUing 
Byrd, a member of the Convention, thus 
became the acting Governor, who per- 
formed the functions of a territorial exec- 
utive until the first Legislature of Ohio 
assembled at Chillicothe March 3d, 1803. 
He then surrendered the office to Edward 
Tiffin, the first elective Governor. Un- 
til this act was performed there was no 
vitality in the State authority. Mr. Byrd 
was at once commissioned by President 
Jefferson as Judge of the United States 
District Court. 

Thirteen other delegates to the Conven 
tion, nearly one-half of its members, re- 
ceived appointments or were soon elected 
to office under the new government. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF MAJOR GEORGE TOD. 

Selection No. 2~-WAR OF 1812. 



EBEXEZEB 6RAN6EB TO MAJOB TOD. 

Zakesytlle, Feb, 27, 1815i. 

Deab Sib:— I yesterday received thia 
letter trom ftlr. Gideon GraDger at Wash- 
iDgtoD. I fiud that the information it con- 
tains was known in town by the Tamman- 
ies before the rising of the Legislature. 
I trust you will not accept a command 
under a trifling editor of a. trifling newspa- 
per.')' If the appoinmeat is made agree- 
ably to the nomination. I should not hesi- 
tate to tell Mr. President that 1 considered 
it an insult. 

The Governor leaves town to-day. He 
Buys he trusts when you receive your ap- 
pointment as Major you will protest it, 
and send it back to tbem. Nothing 
has occurred here since vou left us. 
Four friend, 
Ebenbzer Gbangeb. 

*Thi8 refers to his appointment as Major 
in the Nineteenth Regiment, under John 
Miller, as Lieutenant Colonel. 

Headquabtebs, i 
Lexington, Ky„ May 9, 1812. [ 

Sib:— You will please to repair to this 
place without loss of time, to receive 
instructions, to enable you to commence 
the recruiting service in the State of Ohio. 

I have written to you twice before on 
this subject, but not knowing the place of 
your residence, I fear my letters may not 
have reached you, I have iderefore 
deemed it expedient to repeat my orders, 
and address them to you at Youngstown, 
where, I am smce informed, that you re- 
side. I am respectfully, sir, your obedi- 
ent servant. J. WiNGHESTEB, 

B. Gen'l., United States Army. 
Major George Tod, Yonngstown, Ohio, 

United States Army. 



Wabben, July 28, 1812. 
Major George Tod, Zanesviile, O. : 

Bib— Within I have returned you the 
number of recruits, since mv last weekly 
report. Tde progress of recruiting in the 
State, I am apprenensive, moves slowly; 
arising in a great measure, I DreBume,from 
the number of volunteers furnished bv the 
State of Ohio I have not heard from 
Lieut. Fredericks or Milligan for some- 
time. I concluded it would be most advi-, 
sable for Ensign Milligan to recruit in .Fef- 
ferson county, and establish his rendezvous 
at Cadiz, from which place I directed him 
to report to you at Zanesviile weeklf. I 
also gave the same directions to Lieut. 
Fredericlts, of Lisbon, to report weekly, 
and furnished them with blank forms. 
Y*rs respectfully, 

Wilson EiiLIott, 
Capt. U. S. Army. 

Chilicothe, July 80, 1812. 
Major Geo. Tod, Zanesviile, O.: 

DeabSib- I do myself the pleasure of 
enclosing you forms of subsistance and pay 
accounts. My motive in so doing is, that 
I expect that they will be botti acceptable 
ahd serviceable to you, as you probably 
will not be able to procure forms of the 
kind in Zanesviile. 

I am with much respect, 

Yourob't servant, 

John Milleb. 

Cincinnati, July 31, 1812. 
Majob Tod— Dear Sir: Enclosed is $400 
in Chilicothe and Marietta bank, notes 
which I received for the Kentucky notei 
and checks that you gave me to exchange. 
Please acknowledge the receipt of them. 
Our little town has a hundred andthiny- 
Biz men now, with General Hull, besides 
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oontrsotors, BaUen, wagoners, quarter- 
masters, &;o., kc,t followers of the army. 
We are now called on for 114 more, to be 
drafted and held in readiness to maroh at 
a moment's notice. This will make 250 
men from Cincinnati, exclusive of the fol- 
lowers of our little army. Our last re- 
turns of the militia of this place was 626 
privates, and 593inoludin(r officers. These 
were no doubt some invalids aud some 
transient people, of course. Our present 
call, including ^hat is on duty now, takes 
every other man in town on the rolls. So 
much for correct he4id8. It is certainly a 
great hardship, and a very great injury to 
our place ; more so than all those heads will 
be worth if they live to be old as Methu- 
salah. 

I am respectfully, dear sir. 
Your friend and most ob»t serv't, 
Wm , Stanley. 

bendezvous obdebs. 
Zanesytlls, August 1, 1812, 

The noii-commissioued officers and 
privates at the barracks are required, 
when not on parade to salute all commis- 
sioned officers whenever they meet them 
by raising the right haod as^high as the 
eyes, with palm of the hand turned toward 
the officer. They are never to come into 
a room where there are any couimissoned 
officers bat with hats off. Soldiers on 
ducy, when haviug arms in their hands, 
without any command, on the approach 
of a commissioned officer, will carry their 
arms. Any soldier or other person 
beloDffiug to the barracks, who shall be 
found drunk or intoxicated with liquor, 
when called on parade shall be immedi- 
ately arrested by the officer or non-com 
misBioned officer commanding on parade 
and put in confinement, and as soon as 
the parade has been dismissed, such 
offenders shall forthwith be reported to 
the Major or other commanding officer at 
the rendezvous. 

The Major hopes these orders will be at- 
tended to with cheerfulness. If not, 
oflSenders will be punished. 

Geoboe Tod, 
Major U. S. Army. 

BENDBZYOUS OBDEBS. 

Zanesville, Aug. 1st, 1812 
On Sunday August 2d the non-oommiss^ 
Bioned officers and privates at the bar- 
racks will repar to the court house at 
11 o'clock in the morning, for the purpose 
of attending divine worship, clothes clean, 
and heads powdered— witnout arms, but 
attended with drum andflfe. The conduct 
of aU must be decent and orderly. 

Geobge Tod, 
Major U. S. Army. 

Cadiz 2d, August 1812; 
Major Tod, U. 8. Aimy, ZanesvUle, O. 

HoNOBED Sib— These few hues are to 
inform you that I this day received a 
letter ^m Captain Elliott, directing me 
to send on what recruits I had with 



Lieut. Booker to Zanesville, but Mr. 
Booker has gone on, and I am at a 
loss to know what to do. I have seven 
with my sergeant, but I should be glad 
for him to stay with me. You will please 
to send me some instructions by the 
bearer. He tells me he is going on for 
clothing, and if I am to keep my recruits 
any length of time, I should be glad if I 
could get a suit apiece for them. I think I 
conld make much better progress recruit- 
ing. With respect, I am. 

Your obedient servant, 

James Miluoak, 
Ensign U.S. Army. 

ReNDEZYOITS CHILIilOOTHB, ) 

August 4th, 1812. f 
Major G.Tod, U.S. Army, Zanesvilie,Ohio : 

Sib : Since my last letter to you of the 
28th ult. I have received a second order 
from General Winchester to name and 
organize officers sufficient for two com- 
panies^ in addition to those already called 
f orj and to forward him a list of their 
names without delay. You will therefore 
please to name in addition to the first and 
second Lieutenants already ordered, one 
captain, one second Lieutenant and one 
ensign in your district, and forward their 
names to me by return of mail. You will 
hold them in readiness to march as soon 
as men enough are recruited to form a 
second company. 

General WincheBter urges the immediate 
organization of the company already 
called for. You will therefore make every 
exertion to have your detachment here as 
soon as possible. The Keatucky troops 
are expected to be at Urbanua about the 
10th or 12th of this month, and I have 
wrote General Winchester that I expect 
to be ready to march the company ordered 
from this State about that time. 
I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
John MhjLeb, 
Lieutenant Colonel U. S. Army. 

Rendezvous, Chuxicothb, { 
August 5, 1812. f 
Major Tod, XJ. S. A„ ZanesvUle, O. : 

Sib : I have this moment received yours 
of the 4th mst., and am glad to learn that 
you will be able to march the detachment 
required from your district, to this place, 
against Sunday next. I received a letter 
from General Winchester this day, in which 
he urges me to have the company ready to 
march immediately. If the number of re- 
cruits at your rendezvous should not ex- 
ceed 35 on Sunday morning next, you need 
not wait longer for others to come in; but 
should you have 40, the number before 
asked for, you will please to send them on. 
Lieut. Van Horn, the bearer of this, ar- 
rived here last evening (express) from our 
army in Upper Canada. He will give you 
an account of what is going on in that 
quarter. 

I am , very respectfully yours, 

John Mii^usb, 
Lieut. Col. U, S. Army. 
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Headquabtbbs, I 
Lexington, Ky., Aug. 8, 1812. f 

Sib: Tour communications of the 29th 
of June and of the 29th of July are before 
me. The first came to this place in due 
time, in my absence though ; and was mis- 
laid, or it would have been sooner replied 
to. The order in which you proiwse to 
make your reports and returns meets my 
approbation — so does your contract for 
barrac&s, and the employment of a physi- 
cian. The price of rations I think high, 
but if they could not be had for less it is 
justifiable. Is there is no asrent for the 
contractor in your district? If there is 
he ought to be called on to supply the ra- 
tions. 

The course you have taken with the 
clothing is correct, and according to usage 
in SDch cases. 

The latter covering a weekly report 
which exhibits honorable progress in 
the recruiting service ; I rejoice to learn 
T«ur recruits in point ol discipline, are 
in your opinion equal to any under my 
command. Discipline and subordination 
are essentials not to be dispensed with in 
an efficient army. 

Arms you shall be supplied with soon 
after the detachment for Detroit marches, 
which is to reodezvoua at Newport, on the 
20th inst., and will march as soon as 
equipped. When I can ascertain precisely 
the time that the line of march will com- 
mence at Cincinnati, I shall order Ool. 
Milier to march the Ohio company from 
from Chilicothe, so as to fall in with the 
main detachment at Urbanna. 

T^e application of, and expense for 
powder, on the occasion you mention was 
entirely proper andjuscifiaole in my 
opinion. 

I some time ago wrote to Colonel Miller 
for a list of the names and grades of the 
officers of three companies, which is the 
proportion for the State of Ohio, for the 
first regiments to be formed and marched 
to Detroit. He informed me the list was 
delaved for the officers from your district. 
I hope it is on its way before now. 
I am, with high respect, 

Yourob*t servant. 

J. WiNCHBSTBR, 

Biig . Gen. U. 8. Army. 
P. S. You will herewith receive a form 
for a monthlv return, which you will 
adopt instead of that received at this 
place. By order of tte General. 

J. OVEBTON, A. D. C. 
Major George Tod, U. S. Army, Zanes- 
vlUe, State of Ohio. 

Canton, Stabk Co., O., { 
Aug. 9th, 1812. ) 
Sib:— Agreeable to your orders of 2nd 
ingt., I have sent all the recruits I have, 
which are foui, with the Bergt. Jere. 
Mead, viz: Saml. Sheller, Frederick Swa- 
ney, Robert Hannah, Artillerists, and 
James McMahon, who is intended for In- 
fantry. He has been unwell with a wound 
received on his leg but has recovered. 



Since last return one has died Hezekiah 
Dodge, I will now repair to Steubenville, 
and prepare for recruiting there. I hope 
you will send the Serg't there. I would 
have started prior to this, but the men 
was unwell (two of them) which prevented 
me. If I had some uniform clothing to 
dress the Sergt. in, and one or two suits, I 
could come more speed recruiting. 

I will forward an account of each man 
by next mail. I am in want of money. 
1 am Sir, Respectfully your 

Ob'tServ't Jas. H. Labwell, 
Ist Lieut, CJ. S. Army. 
Major Geo. Tod, Zanesville. 

Per Sergt. Jebe. Mead. 

Rendezvous, Chiixigothb, ) 
August 27, 1812. f 
Major G. Tod, CJ. S. Army, Zanesville, O. 

SiB— You will as soon as possible, order 
Captain Wilson Elliott on to this place 
with all the recruits belonging to the in- 
fantry .in your district. It is the wish of 
General Winchester, to have 3he second 
company ordered from the State, organ*- 
ized. and march iromediatelv. If you can 
send forty or fifty recruits from your dis- 
trict, I presume the balance can be made 
up in this without any difficulty. 

I presume you have heard ere now of 
the dastardly conduct of Hull in deliver- 
ing up our whole army to the British, with- 
out even firing a gun, to a very inferior 
force. It IS certainly one of the most dis- 
graceful transactions that ever fell to the 
lot of this or any other country. 

You will also send on with Capt. El- 
liott, a 2d Lieutenant and Ensign. If 
you have clothing to spare I would be 
glad \ou would send on in the bag** 
eage wagon twenty privates* hats, forty 
shirts, and forty pairs of overalls, as we 
are entirely out of those articles here, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, John Mzlleb, 

Lieut. Col. U. S. Army. 

ZANESYiiiiiE, September 2nd, 1812. 
Major Tod, U. S. Army; 

Sib : General Winchester has wrote you 
another letter, in answer I suppose to the 
last communications before you left this 
place , particularly calling your attention 
to recruiting officers with respect to their 
returns, accounts and reports. And also 
another letter by last mail from Col. Miller, 
ordering the second detachment, under 
the command of Capt. Wilson Elliott,!to 
march as soon as possible. I have wrote 
to Captain Elliott by this mail. I know 
nothing as to his subalterns, what their 
names are, or where they live. Col. 
Miller requests to send him, with the party, 
a quantity of clothing. Sir, if it suited 
you 1 would be glad if you could be here 
before the detachment marched. I am 
entirely out of money, and have been for 
some time. I have enlisted one since I 
wrote. The strength of the party at 
Ijresent ts thirtytwo. Ensign Harrison is 
at Chllllcothe at present, and will oon- 
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tinae there, until the men marolr. This 
two weeks and Bome better, there has 
been great stir amoDK the people in this 
place. Id ooogeqaeDoe of the afsgraceful 
eunduot of Geoerai Uali. Col. McArthur, 
with a number of soldiers and oifictrs, has 
arrived at this plaoe. In the coarse or last 
week, there marched from this plaoe, 
about three huudred militia, and about 
doable that number marches this day. 
With due respect. 

Your humble servant, 

James Hbbbon, 
Captain U, 8, Army, 

Rendezvous, Chiugothe, i 
Sept. 11, 1812. f 
Ma JOB O. Tod- Sir: I had the pleasure 
to receive joun of the 6tb inst. last eve- 
niog:. 1 wish you to cause all the troops 
that are at ZauesvUle, to be marched to 
this place against tne 18th or 20th of the 
muntd.at fartheres^. If yoa caa pos&iblv 
send 40 or 60 men agaiutt that time, I shall 
be K lad, as 1 telieve there will be some 
difficulty in makio^ Dp the 2nd ooippany. 
You will place 2od Lieut, liavid Morris 
on the recruitiug service in your district 
and I expect to be under the neccbsity of 
ordering several otber officers to report 
themselves to you m a short time for that 
purpose. As all the officers beloufriag: to 
the 19(h regiment, who oave resided in oth- 
er States, have been ordered by Gen'l Wm 
Chester to report ti me. 

i am with much respect. 
Your ob*t serv't, 

John MHiiiEB, 
Col. 19th Reg*t U. 8. Infantry. 

Rendezvous. Chiixicothb, ) 
Sept. 25, 181'^. ) 

Dbab Sib : I have the satisfaction to in- 
form ^ou that the detachment sent ou 
from Z^nesviUe by you, under the care of 
Capt. lji«liott, arrived here la good health, 
on Mouday last. Tney are a fine looking 
set of men, and f .r the time well disci- 
plined. 

I bad the pleasure of receiving your let- 
ter of tbe 21st lost, by last mail ; also the 
return of the troupe. 

SiDce my letter to you of the inst, 

directing y on. by order of Genl. Winches 
ter, to transmit your weekly reports, 
mont hly returns, &c., &c., to the Adjutant 
Gem's office, I have been informed by 
tbe Adjutant Genl, that the recruiting 
service m future is to be conducted by the 
Colonel or a field officer of each regiment. 
You will therefore, in consequence of this 
arrangement, transmit me a weekly re- 
port, agreeably to the form enclosed, and 
monthly returns, agreeably to the form fur- 
nished by Genl Winchester—noting on 
the return, the men belonging to or '*' '*' 
by each Capt. and his subalterns. Mv 
understanding ol tbe Adjutant Genl's 
instructions is, that the field ( fficers who 
Bupermtend the principal reox-uiting dis- 
tricts, are to advance money to none but 
Captains and Lieutenants, who are 



charged with the inferior recruiting dis- 
tricts, who will advance to their subaltern 
officers— ccnsequentiy field officers will 
not receive weeklv reports, montnly re- 
turns, &c., recruiting officers* accountS| 
from none but those they * * money to, 
leaving the subaltern officers to report to 
the Oapts. or Lieutenants who are 
charged with recrnitine. This appears to 
me to be the proper mode of doing busi- 
ness, as It leaves to each grade of officers 
their proportionate share. 

I sm desired by the Adjutant Genl 
to forward him complete returns of 
all the troops that havo been en* 
listed in this State, I am there- 
fore under the necessity of re- 
questing you to furnish me with copies of 
all your monthly returns, since the com- 
mencement of the recruiting service. 
I wish you to do so as soon as circum- 
stances ^111 permit. 

In obedience to orders, also from the 
Adjutant Genl, the troops here will not 
09 marched until further orders. Capt. 
Elliott and Ensign Harrison will return 
to Zanesville in a few days to resume tbe 
recruiting service, but I have every rea- 
son to believe that it will not be long 
before they are ordered oat, as very active 
preparations are now making to push on 
the second camoaism with vigor. 

I wish you to forward me the recruiting 
officers* accounts, as you receive t^em so 
that I may forward them to the Adjutant 
Genl, as requested. 

You will in future draw money of me to 
carry on the recruiting service, but I am 
unfortunately entirely destitute of funds 
at present. J have sent Tapt. Moore to 
Genl Winchester, now at Piqua, for 
the purpose of drawing money ; snould he 
succeed I will forward you some by Capt. 
Bltii>tt. If you nor Capt. Herron have not 
drawn you will please to forward your ac- 
counts to me, and I will endeavor t«i ob- 
tain it for you, as I have frequent oppor- 
tunities of sending to Cincinuati. 

I should be very glad to have an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with you, and hope 
soon to have the pleasure of seeing you 
either in this place or Zanesville. Our offi- 
cers at this time wear a very gioomy aa- 
p^ct indeed, but I trust that tne patriot- 
ism and bravery of our countrymen and 
the Congress of the Government when 
brought properly into action, will soon re- 
gain what we have lost, both in property 
and character. I believe all would have 
gone on well,and we would now have been 
in possession of Upper Canada, had.it not 
been for the atrocious and disgraceful 
conduct ot Hull. His name is a disgrace 
to the American character, and I trust he 
Is the only man in the nation who would 
be capable of doing such an act. 

I am very respectfully your ob't servt. 
John Milleb, 
Col. 19th regt U. S. Infantry. 

N. B. Since commencing writing the 
above I have received orders from denl 
Winchester to cause Lieut. Larwill and 
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the trooDS under hlg oommand to be 
marohed to Piqaa as Boon as possible, 
where he will join Gapt. Gushing of the 
artillery. I wish you to order him on as 
toon as praocicable. Genl Winchester 
writes very pressingly. Lieutenant Lar- 
will's troops will be furnished heie with 
clothing. J. \i. 

Major George Tod, U. SUtes Army, 
Zauesviile. O. 

Bandbzyous, Zanbsyilub, ) 
Oct. 5, 1812. f 
Dkab Sir— roar communication under 
date of the 25tli ultimo came to hand, to- 
morrow will t>e a week. It gave me no 
small satisfaction to learn from you that 
the detachment from this, under the 
command of Gapt. Elliott, met jour ex- 
pectations—I mean as to discipline. I 
would have been glad had its numbers 
been greater ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully. 
Your ob*t. servant, 
George Tod, Maj. U. 8. A. 
GoL JohnMiUer. 

Fbankukton, Nov. 12, 1812. 

Sib : I wish you to send me as much 
casamere as will make tvo pair of over- 
halls. There is superfine blue at Mr. 
Price's, at four dollars per yard. Gapt. 
Elliott got of it, I wish to have of the 
same kind and the trimmings, & in so 
doing, you will oblige. 

Your most humble servant, 

B. G. Habbison 

P. 8. You will have a opportunity of 
sending it by the post. I expect the 
truops will march shortly from this place. 
Genl Rarnson arrived here last even- 
ing from Delaware. I expected to have 
returned to Zanesville before I marched, 
but It was out of mv power. I wish you to 
pay Mr. Burnam for the hire of his horse, 
three dollars and fifty cents. 

, . B. G. Habbison. 

Major Geo. Tod. 

Mbbgbb, Pa., Jan. 1st, 1813. 
Dbab Sib: ♦ ♦ ♦ &o. I suppose your 
situation enables you to hear and see all 
the news. I hope v^e shall ha7e a differ- 
ent account from Harrison and his brave 
comrades in arms, than we have h<*d here** 
tofore from other Generals. I am almost 
ashamed to think of our northern army 
and acknowledce them as Americans. 
There is not a day passes but what more or 



less of the troops from Black Bock passes 
through this place. They give various ac- 
counts. It is diffloult to know the real 
truth, but all agree to fix the olame on 
SmTthe. One thing is certain, that they 
are much to blame for leaving so much 
pubiick property expr>sed to theBrltish and 
their savage allies. There most be some- 
thing ''rotten in the ttate of Denmark." 
Time will give us the true state of the cir* 
oumstancrs. 1 shall be bappy to hear from 
you occasionally. Accept my warmest 
wishes foryour health and happiness. 

Yonrs, B. rsABSON. 

Mi^or George Tod. GbiUlcothe, Ohio, 

BXTBAOT FBOH OBNEBAL OBDEBS OF 9TB 
FBB. 18i3. 

"Headquabtebs foot of ) 
Miami Rapids, f 
*'A detachment consisting of Gaptain 
Langham*s Gompany of the 19th Kegi- 
ment, U. S. Infantry, & Gaptain Mc- 
Rea*s Yoianteers, under the command of 
Major George Tod." 

SThis c*etachment to bounder the com- 
mand of Brigadier General Perkins, who 
will apply to Headquarters for Orders. 
The men are to be furnished with one 
daT*s rations, exclusive of this day's, ready 
cooked." 

Major Tod requests Gaptain Langham 
& Gapt. Mo Rae, to have their companies 
paraded on their respective parade grounds 
at retreat beat this evening, for the par- 
pose of marching, &c. The orders ex- 
pressed in the above extract are lo be com 
plied with. 

Geo. foDf Major, Go m*g the 
above named Gompanies, 
Feb. 9th, 1813, in Gamp &k>. 

OOY. MEIGS TO MAJOB TOD. 

Ghiuoothb, Feb. U, 1818. 

Peab Majob— Nothing new here— the 
Legislature on Tuesday last— the 20.000 
(one years men law) have passed; M* Arthur, 
Cass k Findlay alone are exchanged— 
no others 

Give my best regards to Gen. Tupper 
& Perkins, Gol. Rayne and Maj. Whit- 
tlesey. Write me every thing by the return 
of the express. I lament with you the 
death of Gol. J. S. Edward. 
God bless you. 

R. J. Meigs. 

(Endorsed) **Gk>V9rnor Meigs* letter, Feb. 
U, 1813. Rec*d at Fort Meigs." 
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ORDEBS AND INSTRUCTIONS TO CALVIN 
PEASE. 

Head Quarters, 

Camp at eiiEAVELAND 

Aug. 28ih, 1812, 
Calvin Pease, Esq. 

Sir: You are hereby ordered & in- 
structed to repair with all oouveuieut 
speed to ihe middle or western parts of 
this state, to asceitain what uumoer of 
troops are raised, or aboa^ to be raided, 
^here stationed & by whom commanded, 
to gain all possible inforaiationre8p<^cting 
the forces of this State & of the United 
States & of the euemv, to ascertuin the 
best route for a Jiue of communication 
from this camp to such oiher camps or 
posts as shall be estabiisLed, & con- 
fer with the commanding officers 
of posts upon the means of 
establibhiug such line of communication 
nntil the cooamander iu Chief dball give 
orders respecting the same, and transmit 
to me at my Head Quarters wittiout delay 
such information as you shall obtain. 

You HTi hereby authorised If necessary to 
impress any horses necessary for this ser- 
vice &; the citizens of this State are re- 
quested to afford the said Calvin Pease all 
necessary assir^tance ; & all Military Offi- 
cers are requested to give him full credence 
in the premises. 

Elijah Wadsworth, 

Majr. Genl. 41h Division Uhio Militia. 

OTtNBRAL PERKINS to COL. WILLIAH3 OR 
MAJOR KREUTZER. 

Camp at H dron, Sept. 8, 1812. 
Gentlemen— 1 wrote j on yesterday that 
no appearance of the enemy had been 
discover red since our arrival at this station 
and I hi I) king £/i at information may oauee 
you to be less rapid in jour movements 



tbaD you would otherwise have been, I 
now send Express to you to inform yoa 
that the spies sent oat yesterday from tbis 
camp have returned tbis momine,with in- 
foimation tbat tbe ludians and British 
are in considerable numbers at Sandusky; 
tbat tbey have burned the public store 
& Block house, wbioh buildings were on 
fire when the spies were in »igntof them, 
L am making arraugements to stnd a 
force to Sandusky, ^vhich will march early 
to-morrow morniog : & as ic id pos^ible the 
enemy may be more than equal to the 
whole of my derachm nt, 1 mu»c beg you 
to progress with your tro >ps as fast as may 
be done with safety to yourselves & pro- 
visions; bw if you should think proper to 
proceea without your waggons, eitber a 
part or tbe whole of 5 our men, shall be 
supplied here until 3 our provisions may 
arrive. 

The bearer Mr. Cook will give you such 
further information on the subject 
as will be lequired to enable 
you to adapt jour movements to the im- 
portance of Che object. 
1 am gentlemen. 

Most respectfully yours. 
i^'iMON Pereins, Brig Genl. 

Presuming you nave bume direct way of 
communicating with tho Governor, and not 
knowing myself tiie ehaia of communica- 
tion tbrouirh 5 our couutry, I must trust to 
you to give him such informatioo, as you 
receive from me and deem of importance 
to him. S. P. 

general PERKINS TO GENERAL WADS- 
WORTH 

RuBO.v, Sept. 10, 1812. 
Majr. Genl. Wads «okth. 

Sir: The bearer KzekKrl Bunkers & his 
Brother David, Aliens to tbe United 
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States, have oome oat in my detachment 
ezpeoting that by flshtinfc tbe Battles of 
the United States, they mUht obtain oiti- 
senship ; but bem? informed to the con- 
trary they are anxions to return borne; 
dt from former acquaintance with them & 
from information oow received by other 
gentlemen of their acquaintance I am con 
vinced of the truth of their statement: & 
doubting the propriety of detaioing aliens 
in the army to figbt tieainst the eoveroment 
that they have thought proper to flee from, 
I have sranted them a furlouel, to go to 
Head Qaarters— & trust jou will give them 
such an order as the nature of their case 
may merit 

I am Sir most respectfnllv yours 
Simon Pbrsins. 

GENERAIi WADSWOBTH TO QSNERAL FlSm- 
liBY. 

Head Quarters, I 
Cleaveiand, Sept. 10, 1812. f 
Qeneral Pindley : 

Sir: I think it of the utmost import- 
ance to the military service of the coaniry 
that you should proceed to Niagara and 
oommuoicate to the officers commandins: 
on that station verbally, aud I deem it my 
duty to request you to go there and also to 
see General Dearboro if practicable, in a 
short period of time. With my best 
wishes that your journey may be highly 
conducive to the safety of your country, I 
am sir with respect yours, 

Elijah Wads worth, 

Maj. Qen. Fourth Division Ohio Militia. 



GENERAIi WAD8WORTH TO GENERAL 
PERKINS. 

(Without date, probably September 10th, 
181:2, at Cleveland.) 

8ir:~Thi8 moment I had the misfor- 
tune to learn by an rx press from you, that 
our brave citizens who aro stationed to the 
westward are in rather a precarious situa- 
tion. To remedy the evils that appears to 
surreund them I sbali forward on from 
this place all the men that can be fitted for 
duty immediately— the Detachment under 
the command of Oeol. Beall will be on as 
soon as possible; liliewise all the odd Bat- 
talion, a part of which will be mounted on 
Horseback ; these forces united I trust will 
be sufficient to ensure to us the possession 
of the Station at Huron— 

Respectfully Eluah Wadsworth, 
Major General. 



extract from a letter to major 
general wads worth. 

**My detachment 'is very considerably 
depreciating in consequence of sickness, 
&o. In cDusequence of arrangements 
yesterday, I could not send to the Penin- 
sula, but am now about to s^nd 20 men to 
obtain & bury the dead." Yours, 

Simon Perkins. 

Gamp at Huron, Sept. 18, 1812. 



GENERAL PERKINS TO GENERAL WADS- 
WORTH, CLEVELAND, O. 

Gamp at Huron, Sept. 11th 1812 
SiR—Yours of the 9!h is rec'd & although 
I have no disposition to disrespect orders, 
yet presuming that you have not t>een 
rightly informed of the situation I have 
selected for my encampment, 1 have re- 
quested Gol. Austin the bearer who is well 
informed in regard to it. to inform you, & 
any order that is given shall govern me. 

1 apprehend that you have not had cor- 
rect information of the strength of my de- 
tachment. We have now only about 250 
effective men Officers included, & their 
number f&st decressing by sickness &o, at 
least 3 or 4 per day, & un- 
less I have soon some addition 
*^o my present force T shall be unable to 
defend a very small number of Block 
Houses, much less to build new ones. I 
have no new recruits from this county. 
Many or the men particularly those of 
Packers & Murrays companies remind me 
of the time of their service being almost 
out & that thev will expect them ro be dis- 
charged : the time for which many of them 
volunteered their services was three weeks 
& they are not by law liable to do military 
duty. My returns shall be made out k 
forwarded bv the next mall. I am Sir 
respectluUy Your 

Most Humble Svt, 
Simon PitfRKiNS, 
Bngadier G^nl. 



GENERAL PERKINS TO GENERAL E. WADS- 
WORTH, GLEYELAND, 

Gamp at Hobon, Sept. 12, 1812 
Sir: I wrote you yesterday by Gol. Aus- 
tin & by him you will receive full informa- 
tion of my proceedings. 1 will, however, 
state to you some of the leading causes 
that have induced me to pursue the 
courses thas I have from time to time 
adopted. Ton will no doubt recollect that 
when 1 came here mv expeoration was to 
have with me a full Regiment & those well 
provided. The draft from Jefferson Goun- 
ty, and a detachment from Ool. Rayens 
Regiment was to make in addition to these 
now with me, the Gorps, 9c it was not un- 
ttl the receipt of your order of the 6th 
inst. which Came to hand late on 8th that 
I was informed of a different course 
of arrangement. Ten will no doubt be 
able to judge whether I can protect 
this part of the country, with a detach* 
mentof about 250 effective men, on the 
frontier of a powerful & numerous enemy 
at least 45 or 50 miles in advance of any 
aid or succour. 1 have cautiously con- 
cealed from my men the number of the 
force with me, & thev have been led to 
believe that there is 400 that being the No. 
of which it was said this detachment con- 
sisted when we crossed the Cuyahoga, 
The troops from the south I cannot pro- 
cure any information from. I have writ- 
I ten twice by men (torn that part of the 
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country who enfcftseti to hand my letter to 
the offioers ; I have also sent an express & 
from all this I have no return. 

Returns of the companies have l>een 
ordered as by your directions, bat I oanno*^ 
by this mail perfect one to send 
on ; it shall be attended to & forwarded as 
soon as possible. The Captains have been 
«o much oocnpyed & their accommodations 
and conveniences for that duty so imper- 
fect, that I have not been able to procure a 
return from them all; a return from five 
companies gives their effective strensth^ 
814 with 80 sick— One company I have no 
return from. 

I am, sir, very respectfully yours, 
Simon Fbbkins, 
Brigadier Genl. 



OBNBRAIi WADSWOBTH TO OBNERAL PER- 
KINS. 

Head Quartebs, Cusaveland, I 
September 15th, 1812. f 

Deab SiH—Genl. Wadsworth has con- 
cluded to send two full companies to your 
assistance from Col. Rayens Regiment 
which will set out tomorrow". He earnest- 
ly wishes that the property at Sandusky 
may be bronsht away if practicable. He 
would suggest the pr«prlety of sending a 
force by land to protect the boats. He 
wishes a Btock house built at the place we 
viewed up the river, to which remove all 
your stores — St as soon as this shall be 
complete erect another Block house at the 
mouth of the River. He will himself re - 
pair to the Portacre to receive tbe arms, 
with the rest of his men & proceed west- 
ward. He is in hopes soon to see from 
his DWision 1500 men in service organized 
in the Regiments, tor which purpose 
he requests yon to come to Cleveland 
at Head Quarters, to receive orders for the 
raising of your quota ; when you will be 
permitted to return home to arrange your 
business & prepare for the winter's 
campaign. The length of time for your 
absence will be agreed upon here. He is 
extremely anxious that the Block Houses 
be immediately crested; not interfering 
however with securing the property at 
Sandusky, but without attending to 
stockading. You will charge Col. Hayes 
to execute the views of the General in the 
above particulars— on whom the command 
will devolve in your absence; trusting that 
■every exertion will be made by him, his 
Officers & Soldiers for the defence of our 
covntry. 

The Genelral wishes you to draft 
in future your furloughs for a 
definite term of time ; or if tbe men are so 
far diseased as not to be able ^ join the 
iroops to give tbem a discharge. As you 
now draft them the men will be entitled 
to draw pay for the term of six months 
whether they are ordered to rejoin the 
«nny or not. 

By order of Ma jr. Genl. Wadswobth, 
EiiiSHA WHiTTiiESY, Aid Dc Camp. 



OOIiONBIi BDWABDS TO OOLONBL HATB9. 

Warren, Sept. 22 1812. 

Db. Sib— I have ten miles west of San- 
dusky Bay 400 bushels of wheat, which from 
its situation has probably escaped the gen- 
eral destruction ; if it should be prudent 
to send font I wish it mUht be done; and 
should be glad if vou would furnish the 
necessary gutird. Aiy interest & the public 
are concerned in that quantity of wheat 
being at this time saved.— it is about 
eighty rods north of Ramsdales house. 
Seth Doan of Capt. Ad urrays company will 
know where it is— I have no doubt that a 
sufficient number of men can be readily 
obtained from Capt. Dulls oom- 
pany for a guard— cannot the 
men in Capt Bissells company 
that belong to my reiriment, be attached to 
Capt. Dulls Company. I have no news to 
communicate; friends are generally well. 
With my best wishes for your snooess and 
the men under your command, 

1 remain your fiiend, 
John S.Edwabds. 

Col. Richard Hayes. 

OENEBAli PEBKINS TO COLONEL HAYES 
HURON. 

Wai^en, Tuesday Evening ) 
^-ind Sept. 1812 ) 

Colonel Hayes. Sir:— I arrived at 
the place of date this day about 2 
o^clock at noon That you may see 
bow election &o. ripens 1 send you the 
papers of this & the last week, 

I notice that M.r, Webb (Ed of the 
Trump of Fame) has given an account of 
the detachment at the Peninsula having 
been commanded by Majr Austin 9o fear- 
ing that Lieut. Allen would think it pos- 
sible that 1 had made tK) Mr. Webb the 
communication from which he had re- 
de ved his information, I willtbank you to 
present my compliments to him & 
inform him that that was not 
the case; but since it has got 
into the newspapers & the story 
half told, 1 will for the next weeks papsr 
prepare tne story correctly told with Lieu- 
tenant Allen the commandant. 

Nothing new since I left you more than 
you will learn by the N. Papers. I expect to 
return next week, or leave home next 
week. The sick Moses, got to Cleaveland 
about as quick a s I did. I wrote you from 
Cleaveland : do let me hear from you by the 
next maiL My respects to all. 

Simon Perkins. 

liEHORANDUtf BYE. WHITTLESEY— GEN- 
ERAL SIMON PEBKINS TO COLONEL BIOH- 
ADR HAYES. 

Mr. Webb having published that the de- 
tachment to the Peninsula was command- 
ed by Maj'r Austin, whereas it was oom« 
manded by Lieut A^len. 

This could not have been the detachment 
to the Peninsula, to look after Mr. Ed^ 
wards wheat, as that was commanded by 
Capt. Cotton & was subsequent to this. 
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Lieut. Allen I think eommandedadeUioh- 
ment to CnDDlDghams Islaod & burot a 
British vessel. Eusha Whittub»t. 
llJunelst, 1860. 

XXTBACT8 FROM THE TBUMPS OF FAMIE 

Warben, Ohio, Sept. 23, 1812. 
"Genl. "WadBWorth we are told has re- 
moved his Head Quarters from Cleave- 
land to the Portage between the Cuya- 
hofsa & the Tnskarawas branch of the 
MnskiDgnm after bavins: sent a reenforce- 
ment to Genl. PeikiDS at Huron. The 
object of this movement we are told is to 
open a more direct communicatloo be- 
tween Pittsburgh and Saodusky & to 
facilitate the transport atiou of can Don & 
military stores to tbe Michigan Territory.' 

GENEBAIi S. PERKINS TO OBNERAL WADS- 
WORTH, OliD PORTAGE. 

(Sept. 29, 1812, apparently from Cleveland.) 
Sir:— This will be handed in by Mr. Les- 
lie who wUi^ve you information of the 
misfortune at the Peninsula. I shall go to 
Huron as soon as I can get under way the 
company here ; I came here last evening & 
found Capt. Reed with some as he says 
bad arms many not fit for use— no powder 
ball or cartridges, but I have purchased 94 
lbs. powder -116 lbs. lead which I am maU'- 
ufactuiing into cartridges. I believe I shall 
be able to procure for each man a flint, but 
very lew if any smare arms. This compa- 
ny has not a cartridf^e box ; could not 
you send on some immediately. 
1 shall expert that you will 
send out to Col Hayes by the southern 
route what succour he can have from you; 
& it will be important that he be pro** 
vided tor immediately. If a considerable 
force cannot be immediately sent out I 
would suggest to you the propxMety of a 
a retreat; ^ou will no no doubt think 
with me that it is not prudent to keep 
those few men there to fail gloriously ; s 
as to any relief from fhe first or second 
Brigade I feel now as I have told you, that 
I have not any dependence ontbem Any 
further information I must refer you to 
Mr. Leslie foi 

I am Sir Yours 

Simon Perkins 

SECOND liETTER OF GENERAIi PERKINS TO 
GENERA li WADSWOBTB. 

September 29ih, 1812. 
Sir: Will it not be well to march tbe 
men that yuu do not send across the woods 



to secure Col. Hayes retreat(if ne should be 
reduced to that necessity) back to Cleave- 
land. If the enemy learns that there is no 
force on the lake shore will they net think 
that we have left it from fear. 

1 am Sir. yos. 
Simon Perkins 
I shall expect to hear from you as soon 
as possible. 

Genl. Wadswonh Portage. 



GENERAli PERKINS TO GENERAX WADS- 
WORTH. 

Monday mornins: Sep 80th 1812. 

SiR—Tbe inclosed gives you information 
of 111 fortune at Huron & around here last 
evening, and findthe company now at this 
place is entirely destitute of every thing 
but arms & those are as they say much out 
of repair. Be so good as to forward to 
the relief of Col. Hayes all the men in 
your power & I would suggest to you the 
propriety of recalling the remainder of the 
troops at Huron unless they can be re- 
spectably reinforced. I shall forward 
witb all that can be provided with the. 
needful as soon at possible for them. 
1 am, sir. yours, Simon Perkins. 

Genl, Wadsworth. 



EXTRACT FROM THE TRUMP OP FAME. 

Warren, October 7th, 1812. 
To the Commandant at Cleavelaod. 

Sir — I arrived at camp last evening and 
find that the engagement on tbe Peninpu- 
la has proved less unfortunate tbau was 
at first apprehended— our loss are six 
killed & ten wounded ; the wounded are 
mostly veiy slight & none I think mortal. 

The names ot the killed are James S. 
Bills, Simon JBlackman, Daniel Mingnsa 
Abraham SimcDs Ramsdale, Ma- 
son. Wounded are Samuel Mann. Moses 
Eldrige, Jacob French, Samuel B. Tanner 
John Carlton, John McMahon, Elias 
Sperry .lames Jack, a Mr. Lee an inhabi- 
tant of this neif^hborhood &c. Mr Rams- 
dale also of this vicinity. Knowin); 
the anxiety of the iobabitants at tbe 
eastward 1 detain the mesgenger no longer 
than to write the above & am 
Sir Yours 

Simon Perejns 

P. S. Our men fought well & the In- 
dians suffered very considerably. 

Camp at Avery 'Huron County October 
3d 1812 
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BIOfiRlPHIf^lL NOTICES AND lORRESPONDENCE— WAR OF 1812. 
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Blocraplilcal Notices, 

It will add somethiDK to the interest of 
this correspondence relating to the War 
of 1812, on Ibis frontier, to Uave a brief 
noiioe of the authors of many of the let- 
ters: 

MAJOB OBNERAIi ELIJAH WADSWOBTH, 

[CommandiDfT Fourth Division Ohio Mllltla.1 
Though bom at Hartford, Connecticut* 
November 4, 1747, ko was u resident of 
Litchfield, in the same State, when the 
Bevolutionarj War oroke out. He was a 
Lieutenant in Captain Benjamin Tall- 
madffe's troop ol horse, In Colonel Eilsha 
Sheldon'^ regiment, serving to the end of 
the war with honor. Like many RevolU'* 
tionary hetoe^, he obtained little promo- 
tion. Tallmadge's promotion to be Major 
allowed Wadsworch to be Captain, bejond 
which he did not rise. Major Andre was 
placed In his custody soon after his arrest 
by Williams, Paulding and Van Wert, on 
the 23d of September, 1780. In 1802 Mr. 
Wadsworth removed to Canfieid, then in 
Trumbull county, Ohio, where he owned 
largely of wild lands. In 1804 he was 
elected by the Ohio Legislature to be Ma- 
jor General of the Fourth Division, 
embracing the Northeastern part of the 
State. The promptness, perseverance 
and patriotism displayed in this com- 
mand, at the outset of the war of 1812, may 
be inferred from this correspondence. B.e 
was long embarrasticd by personal debts, 
contracted for the Government in raising 
supplies for the troops. He died at Can- 
field, on the 30th of December, 1817 ; where 
his grave is marked by an appropriate 
stone. 

BBIOADIBR QlfiNEBAI^ SIMON PEBKIN& 

[Commanding 8d Brigade, 4tk Division, O.M.] 

General Perkins came to Ohio in 1798 as 

an agent, explorer, and surveyor of lands 



on the Western Resrrve ; being then an 
energetic younfc man of 27 years. Survey- 
ors, engineers and explorers are the mate- 
rial of which first-class military men are 
formed. In 1804 he settled at Warren, in 
Trumbull county, and wa^ appointed 
postmaster. By General Wadsw«rth's in- 
fiuepoe be was commissioned as Brieadier 
in 1808, our relations with Gieat Britain 
having already given premonitions of 
trouble. When ttie war occurreo, he was 
at full maturity of mind and body ; and 
having the unlimited confidence of Gen- 
eral Wadsworth, was 1 jamediately entrust- 
ed with the troops and posts at the front. 
When the t^rm of service of the Ohio vol- 
unteers had expired, and their place was 
filled by the new regiments of the regu- 
lar army, he was offered a Colonelcy in the 
United States Infantry. On account of 
the care ot a growing landed estate this 
was declined, much to the regret of Gen- 
eral Harrison and the administration, 
who were sadly in need of good officers. 
General Perkins died at Warren on the 
19th of November, 1844. 

OENEBAIi JAMES WINOHESTBB, (7. S. A. 

Winchester had been a Lieutenant in 
the army of the Revolution, from the State 
of Maryland. Having been a prisoner 
about two years, he probably had no affec- 
tion for England, and Englishmen. On 
the 27th of March, 1812, President Madison 
appointed him a Brigadier from the State 
of Tennessee, in the army being then raised 
in anticipation of wai. While in com- 
mand on the Maumee River, in January, 
1813, contrary to Harrison's views, he sent 
a detachment to the rivei Raisin or 
French Town, where Is now the city 
of Monroe, In the State of Michigan. 
The dreadful results of that mistake are 
well known, for they have not yet ceased 
to be a horror in the minds of Americans. 
He was captured by an Indian, stripped 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDIAN ALLIES OF BKITAIN. 



while ttandiDg in the sdow, and taken to 
Maiden as a prisoner of war. A.ft^r beins 
exohauKC'd, the command of Fort Deflanoe« 
on tbe Aiaumee, was eiven to him ; bat 
the Government and the people had ioet 
confidence in his military ability, and iu 
March, 1815, he resigned. He died at 
Nashville, Tenn., Joly 27th, 1826. 

0OIX)NEL JOHN MUXBB, U.S. A. 

John Miller, of Sceubenviile, Ohio, was 
one of tbe BriR'er G^enerals of Militia, and 
the editor of a newspaper wben the pros- 
pect of war required an increase of tbe 
army. In Marcb, 1812, be was appointed 
Lieutenant Colonel of the 17ih Infantry, 
of which Samuel W^ells, uf Kentucky, was 
Colonel. In July he was prom -ted to be 
Colonel of the I9th Infantry. OoL Miller 
commanded the sortie troa Fort Meiers, 
May 5Tb, 1813, driving tbe British from 
their battery on the ^outbea^t of tbe 
fort. In February, 1818, he resigned, 
snd returned to his papt* r, tbe Western 
Herald, at SteubenviUe. In 1826 be was 
appointed Register in a land office in Mis- 
souri, waft soon el<>cted Governor of that 
State, ana from 1887 to 1848 was in Con- 
gress. He died at Florissant, Missouri, 
March 18 1846. 

UKtJTENyiNT GOIiONEIiQEOBaB TOD, U S. A. 

A brief noUcA of Judge Tod*s military 
service, has been already given in Tract 
No. 15. He was bom at Suffield, Connec- 
ticut, of Scotch parentage, December 11th, 
1778, and was a graduate of Tale in 1795. 
He settled at Youngstown, then in Trum- 
buJ county, Ohio, in 1800, as a lawjer, and 
rose rapidly in public life. In 1804 he was 
electeu lo tbe Senate of Ohi<>, and in 1806 
to the Supreme Court of tbe State. March 
12tb, 1812, he was appointed a Major in the 
19th Infantrv, and on tbe I3th of March, 
1814, Lieutenant Colonel of the 17th Regi- 
ment. In the sortie of Colonel Miller fr»m 
Fort Meigs, he acted a prominent and 
creditable part. He died on tbe llth of 
April, 1841, at the age of 68. 



fVsir Oorreapondenee* 

CAPTAIN VI«LIOTT TO MAJOB TOD. 

FoBT MsiGS, June 29, 1818. 
Major George Tod. 19th Regiment, U 8 
Infantry, Warren, Ohio- 
Dear Sir— Tours of the 2Sd instant I 
have l>efore me, and hasten to give you the 
earliest information of the situation of the 
garrison, and from conjectures the move- 
ments contemplated by Genl Harrison, 
who arrived here on the 26th matant. 

On the 20th instant, in oompaov with 
several officers, visited the Old British 
Fort in a boat ; just as we were pushing 
off i discovered two armed men approach- 
ing in from tbe bushes, whom upon inves- 
tigation proved to be one of the prisoners 
taken by the Indians on the 5th of May, 
belonging to Col. Dudley's Regt; the other 
a Canadian who came in company with 



him from near Detroit, giving us informa- 
tion that Dickinson had arrived at Maiden 
from the North with about four tbousand 
Indians— tb at tbe Regulars at Maiden were 
fifteen hundred ; that an immediate attack 
was intended to be made on Fort Meigs. Ex 
presses were immediately dispatched to 
Genl Harrison, also to Col. Jobnson, who 
was lying at Fort Defiance, with about eight 
hundred mounted Kentucktans. They 
arrived here on tbe ^^ inst. The 24th 
Regt commanded by Uol. Anderson, on 
tbe28tb, lesterday Col. .fobnson with a 
detatchment of 150 of his Regt left this 
for tbe River Elaisln ; he is expected back 
tbis evening. I am apprehensive be may 
meet with Indians before be returns. The 
Genl will leave us immediately on his re« 
turn for Cleaveland, will take with him 
Col. Johnsons Regt. 

From evi-ry tnformatioH I can obtain, 
our stay at Fort Meigs will be but sbort. 
I prt*8ume a co-operation of part of tbe 
forces of the Middle and Northwestern 
army will take place previous to the fall 
of Maiden— much however will depend on 
the capture of Kingston, having been ef- 
fected. 

Tbe new appointments which have 
taken place bascauised a general resigna- 
tion of the lieutenants of the 24th regiment, 
and I am well convinced, the example 
(tbougb premature) will be followed by tbe 
officers of the 17th and 19th regiments, 
should the Senate confirm many of the 
appointments which haye been lately 
made. 

Our camp Is becoming much more 
healthy. Mitchell is recovering his health. 
Captain Azaring continues low. Colonel 
Miller haa bad a touch of the jaundice, 
which has reduced him considerably. 
Captain Langham returned on the 27th to 
Fort Meigs. 

I applied tbis morning to G^eneral Harri- 
son for permission to proceed to Warren 
tor the space of three weeks : he refused 
granting mv request, observing that no 
officer could obtain furlougb at present. 
Respectfully yours, 

WiMON ElXIOTT. 
MAJOB JESSUP TO MAJOB TOD. 

ClbaysiiAnd, Camp Habbison, ) 
July 5th, 181S, 7 o'clock, A. M. f 
Sib— Your letter of the 4tti lost, isreo'd. 
Our alarm has entirely subsided. I ex- 
pect the Gen'l here in the course of two 
or three hours; Major BalPs Squadron is 
expected tbis evening, and part of Col. 
Johnson's Regiment, with some of the 
twelvemonths regulars will join us in two 
or three days. 

Several persons haye lately arrived from 
Detroit— from the information given by 
them, I am induced to l>elieve the enemy 
will not act offensively ; but will wait our 
attack at Maiden. 

Yrs. with much respect, 

T S, Jkssup, 
Major Gao. Tod, 19th Infantry Woxtph 
Ohio 
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GENERAL HABBISON TO MAJOB TOD. 
HBAO QUABTBBS, CliBVEIiAND, I 

July 66h, 1813. f 
Dear Sir: It is the GeneraVd direction 
that von forthwith on receipt hereof re- 
turn to your oommand at Fort Meige. 
I am respectfully, 

Tour humble servant, 
John O'FauiiOn, 

Aid de Camp* 
Major Qbo. Tod. U. S, Infantry. 



goix>nbi< milleb to majob tod. 

Camp Meiqb, August 25th, 1813. 

I>ear Sir: I received yours of the 8th 
Instant and cannot conceive rhe reason 
why you shoald be detained at Camp 
Senica. I have no aeld officer to the 19th 
Regiment, and but four company officers 
^t for duty, and I have myself been in a 
very bad state of health, for upwards of 
two montbs past, with the jaundice; and 
I am conflldeut we have as much duty and 
labor to perform here, to say the least of 
it, as they have at Camp Senica. 
You will, therefore, please on re- 
ceipt of this, to repair to this 
place as soon as possible, unless forbidden 
by the express order of Geul Harrison. I 
wish you before you leave Camp Senica, to 
collect all the scattering soldiers near that 
place, belonging to the 19th Regt, and 
place them under the command of one of 
its own officers, so that they may join this 
Regt in a body when necessary. 

There is a Lieut. Atchison recruiting at 
Cleaveland ; you will please to order on 
his recruits to Senica, to join what are 
there by the first opportunitv . No news. 
I trust we shall soon be off. I am with 
inreat respect your obt servt, 

John MiLiiEB, 
Col. 19th Regt Inf t, 

Maj. Q. Tod, 19tl^Regt Inft 

GOYEBNOB MEIGS TO MAJOB TOD. 

Dblawabe, Sept. 3d, 1813. 
My D»r Major— 

I regret not to have seen you. I cannot 
go with you to Canada. The moment 1 go 
without the State I cease to have 
Power or authority. I am deeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of oonQdence— 
and know it to be the duty of every one to 
support that confldcnce in a Comm't. 
This I have unfortunately done, as regards 
Genl S.— it was Duty, it was inctination. 
The uninformed portion of the Public are 
soonest apt to condemn (what they least 
understaTid) military operations. 

It was impossible to take the M'a. with 
me to Canada. They threw down their 
Implements of Husbandry, and without a 
change of clothes marched, their com 
crops to gather, their small Grain to sow, 
a long detention would have ruined them. 

While I shall continue to give ev»^ry aid 
to yr com'r, I must respect my- 
self and the station I occapy— altbough 
for the public benefit l would bear more 



than I could for my own. I hope soon to 
hear of your embarkation, and victory ^I 
hope will await you. 

Again and again I regret I could not 
have seen you— how much could I say— but 
shall not write. 

Tour daughter grow9 lovely, indeed she 
is a most amiable child. R. J. Meiqs. 



OOIX)NEI< MHJiEB TO MAJOB TOD. 

Camp Meigs, Sept 12th, 1813, 
Dear Sir:— if there is clothing at Camp 
Seneca or Sandusky for the 19th Regt, I 
wish you to have all the men beionering ^x> 
the Regt at Seneca clothed, and all that 
will be able for the campaign, kept under 
the command of Ensign Mitchell until they 
join me. I am informed that there are a 
number of scattering soldier» of the L9th 
Regt about Seneca Sc Sandusky, exclusive 
of those now wi^h Ensign Mitchell ; some 
driving wagsons and some in other Elegi* 
ments, &k>. If you can Qnd any such, you 
will please to claim them, and attach them 
to the rest. The brave Capt. Nevung 
died on the 9th inst., and was buried on 
the day following. I believe the cause of 
his death was owing to his over fatiguing 
himself on his return to this place. He vom- 
ited nearly all the way from Camp Seneca, 
and was taken very bad the same night 
he arrived here. 

Some of our Indians who went in the di- 
rection of Brownstown a few days ago, re - 
turned this evening, and informs us, that 
yesterday about 12 o'clock, they saw our 
fleet, and that of the British engage, and 
that the engagement continued until mid- 
night. We are in great anxiety here to 
know the result. 

I am with respect & esteem. 
Your Obt Servt, 

John MhiLEb, 
Col. 19tb Infantry. 
Major G Tod, 19th Regt Infantry, Camp 
Seneca. 



Bxpreaa Rlalla f or tl^e Nortl&ireaterii 
Army* 

CALVIN PEASE TO MAJOB TOD, 

LowEB Sandusky, Mar. 8th, 1813, 
Major Tod, Maumee Rapids : 

Sir— r am ordered by the Po8t-M.aster 
General, to run the express mail twice a 
week from Pittsburgh to the Headquarters 
of tbe N. W. Army. For that purpose I 
have brought on a supply of horses, and 
intended to have gone to the army, but 
learning at this place that it was next to 
imoossible to get through at this time, and 
that Genl Harrison had gone to Cincinnati, 
I have concluded to return, I wished to 
have seen Genl Harrison, to get the neces- 
sary orders respecting the keeping of the 
horses and riders, and also to get a route 
from this place to Headquarters that he 
would approve of. I have however en- 
gaged a young man from Boardman by the 
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Bftme of Abida RanBom. I have no ao- 

JLoaiDtaDce with him, but from what in- 
ormation I could obtaiu I thought 
it safe to trust him. I am 
however at liberty to dismiss him at any 
time, it he does not perform punctually, 
or if GenI Harrison disapproves of him ; 
he belongs to Capt Waiket*8 company 
of Trumbull militia, wbose approbation 
I have for his engaeing, provided Geul. 
Harrison approves of it. I am under the 
necessity of request ine you to obtain from 
the command mg officer, such orders as 
are necessary to accomplish the object. I 
wish to have the horses have an ample al- 
lowance of forage, that they may be able to 
perform. I wish vou to urge to Qeni 
Harrison the necessity .of establishing a 
small post at the Portage or Carrying 
river, with a supply of forage for an ex- 

gross horse to be stationed there. It will 
e necessary for the safety of the mail, to 
assist it in passing the river in difficult 
times, and by having a change of horses 
at that place, the mail can go with more 
speed, and less iniury to the boref-s. 
If the mail carrier is negligent or mist h- 
haves I want to have hija displaced by or* 
der of the commanding officer or by 
your order, and another put in hij place 
and information thereof sent to me. Mr. 
Gideon Grander, P. M. General, has in- 
formed me that Mr. James Abbot (late 
Post Master at Detroit) is appointed aeent 
to establish an express mail from Head 
Quarters to Gbilicothe and Post Master at 
Head Quarters, and has directed him and 
me to correspond with eacb other. If he 
is in camp I wish you to show him this ; 
perhaps he will pi^ some attention to it. 
Wheuever Genl. Harrison removes, or is 
about to remove his Head Quarters, I 
should be glad to receive the earliest in- 
formation of it , that I may send on more 



horses if necessary, that the mail may 
always go to ois Head Quarters, and until 
I can get such informatiou, I wish th» 
mail to be carried on in «ome way or other. 
The times of the arrival and departure of 
the mail will be as follows : 

Leave Washington City eveir Wedneg- 
dav and Saturday at 4 P. M, 
Arrive at Pltraburgh on Satur- 
da> and Tusfday at 10 A. M» 
Returning leave Pittsburgh on Saturdiv 
& Tuesday at 2 P. M — arnve at ^Washing- 
ton on Tuesda> and Friday at 9 A.M. 
(torn) Pittsburgh on Tuesday & Satur- 
day at 2 P. fii . (torn) Detroit on Friday 
and Tuesday at 5 P. M. Leave Detroit 
Saturday ani Wednesdav at 7 (^om) arrive 
atPittsbuighon Tue8d>»y SLd Saturday 
at 10 A. M. Until tbe nads t>eoome bet- 
ter it will be necessary to give the- 
Hders all the time possible. I shall devote 
the most of my time to the careofthia 
mail and shall probably be at the Head- 
quarters of the army in two or three 
months and sooner If necessary. If you 
will lend tne a little assistance In the busi- 
ness at this time you wil confer a great 
favour ; I know of no other person in the 
camp of whom I can freely make the re- 
quest. I lately heard that your f ami ly are 
well. I wish J on to write to me immedi- 
ately on the receipt of this. 

1 am with respect 

Tour friend &c 
Gai^yin Pease. 

P. S.— By requesting that Geril Harrison 
should approve of the mail carrier and dis- 
place him it' necessary, I would not be un- 
derstood as requesting him to take any 
trouble. I am not authorised to ask it, but 
only if he thinks proper to exercise that 
power. 
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NSCOTERT AND OWNERSHIP OF THE NORTHWESTERN TERRI 
TORT, AND SETTLEMENT OF THE WESTERN RESERYE. 



An Address delivered at Burton, before tMe Historical 

Society of Geansa County, O., Sept. 16, 1873, 

by Hon. Jantes A. Garfield. 



[In farniBbing the Geauga County His- 
tprical Society with the manuscript of the 
Address for publication, Mr. Gktrfield 
tent the following letter which we give as 
introductory to the Address.] 

Washington. D. C, { 
December 18, 1873. f 
R. N. Ford, Esq., Cor. Secretary: 
' Dea/r iSitr:— -In accordance with the re- 
quest of many members of the Historical 
Society of Gteauga County, I have written 
out the substance of my add**ess delivered 
before that Society on the 16th ot Sept. 
1873, and enclose it herewith. I have ver- 
ified most of my references to the histoiy 
of the discovery, and settlement of this 
continent, and particularly of the West. 
It may be a matter of interest to your so- 
ciety, that I name the authorities from 
which 1 have drawn my historical data I 
do this for the further reason that your so- 
ciety, may possibly desire to place in its 
collections a portion at least of the works 
to which I refer. I meution the follow- 
ing, as among the chief books I have 
consulted m the preparation of this ad 
dress: 

"Bancroft's History of the U. S." Vols. 
L, II., III., IV. 

"Annals of the West." James H. Per 
kins, St. Louis, 186a 



'*Notes on the Early Settlement of the 
Northwestern Territory. " Jacob Burnet, 
N. Y.,1847. 

* ^Historical Collections cf Ohio." Hen - 
ry Howe, Cincinnati. 1847. 

"History of the Discovery and Settle- 
ment of the Valley of the Mississippi," 2 
vols. John W. Monette, K. Y. 1846. 

Ir Ting's Conquest of Florida. 

Francis Parkman's four histories. 

"The Jesuits of North America." 

"The Discovery of the Great West." 

"The Pioneers of Civilization In the 
New World." 

"The Conspiracy of Pontiac." 

"Diplomatic Correspondence," 1776 to 
1783, by Jared Sparks. 

"Early History ot Cleveland, Ohio." 
Coi. Charles Whittlesey, Cleveland, 1867. 

"History of the Maumee Valley." H; 

JCnapp, Toledo, 1872. 

**Land Laws of Ohio." 

I mention last in this connection, what 
I regard as very important, and what I re- 
ferred to in my address at Burton, but 
have omitted in the written text, — the fact 
that, at the last session of Congress, an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 was made to pur 
chase for the Library ot Congress a man- 
uscript collection of official reports, now 
a part of the archives of France, but which 
have never yet been published To ex- 
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hibit the character andyalue of these doc- 
amenta, I take the liberty of qaotinflr from 
the Otmgressiendi Olobe a portion of iny re- 
maris, made in the House of Representa- 
tives on the 18ih of Feb., 1878, as folio vrs: 

•*For more than a century, the French 
were ezpiorhis a great portion of this con- 
tinent west of the Alleghany Mountidns. 
Under the diretion of their €k>vemment, 
teamed men, army officers, men inter- 
ested in science, were sent out, who made 
explorations along the icreat rivers of the 
Northwest, along our great lakes, and 
through the Rocky Mountains, long be- 
fore a man of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
speaking the English language, had ever 
trodden any of these wilds. They made 
reports to the Government at Paris, 
but, in those days, such reports were 
buried m the archives of the Government, 
and were oonsidered secret papers. They 
have never seen the light. The arch- 
ivist of the Navy Department of France, 
Pierre Margry, has had possession of 
tfiese documents for years, and has with 
great pains transcribed them. I have re- 
ceived a letter from the greatest of our 
recent historians, Mr. Francis Parkman, 
In which he says: 

** * I have known about this collection 
dianj years, and have several times seen 
it, and examined it sufficiently to get a 
clear idea of its contents. Many of the 
most important documents composing it 

Save been in my hands. I can testify in 
le strongest terms to its rare value for the 
history ot the West To the best of my 
belief, none of these documents which 
Mr. Margry now proposes to prmt, have 
ever been in print l}e!ore.' " 

** Mr. Margry has prepared for publica- 
tion what will make nine volumes, ac- 
cording to the testhoQony before the com- 
mittee. Three volumes relate to the dis- 
coveries of La Salle and his compamons, 
Joatel, Tonty, Gktlinier, and DoUier de 
Casson ; one to La Mothe Cadillac, 
and the settlement of Detroit; two to 
discoveries and explorations in the Rocky 
Mountains, in 1752, by De ^iseville and 
the brothers Yeranddiere; one to Fort Du 
Quesne and Natchitoches ; two to the settle- 
ment of Louisiana. The volumes will be 
published by Mr. Margry, under his own 
direction, it he can be assured of a sub- 
scription to a certain number of copies 
in advance, to be paid for only when the 
volumes are delivered. 

**Now a book of this sort will be little 
popular in France, as it relates to so dis- 
Vmt a country; but, here at home, and 
especially in the Great Northwest, it will 
pe o^ vital interest as adding to our knowl- 
cSige of our ancient hiivtoiy; and we pro- 



pose, in putting this $10,000 into the 
hands of the Ck>mmittee on the Library, 
that, instead of placing on our shelves a 
great number of the worthless t)ooks that 
always find their way there, they shall 
put in this work of inestimable historical 
value, which cannot be duplicated else- 
where, which cannot be published eicept 
by the (Government, and which may be 
lost, and was so near being lost in the late 
war of the Commune, it seems to me 
ttiat no wiser or appropriate use could be 
made of any amount, which we may de- 
vote to the Library.** 

These papers are now being published, 
and will soon, I hope, be in the hands of 
students ef American history. 
Very truly yours. 

J, A. Gabvibld. 



Mb. Chaibscak ahp Fbllow-C^tizbnb: 
When I accepted the invitation to address 
you on this interesting occasion, I did not 
assume that I could contribute anything 
in the way of original materials for the 
histor f of this portion of the Western Re- 
serve. I hoped, however, ttiat I might 
be able to point out some of the resources 
from which these materials mav be 
drawn, and to express my interest fnjhe 
effort you are making to rescue a portii>n 
ot them from the destroying hand t>f 
time. 

From the historian's standpoint, (m 
country is peculiarly and exceptionally 
fortunate. The origin of nearly all great 
nations, ancient and modern, is shrouded 
in fable or traditionary legend. The 
story of the founding of Rome by the 
wolf-nursed brothers, Romulus and Re- 
mus, has long been classed among the 
myths of history; and the more modem 
story of Hengist and Horsa leading the 
Saxons to England, isjalmost equally le- 
gendary. The origin of Paris can never 
be known. Its foundation was laid long 
before Gaul had written records. But 
the settlement, civilization and political 
institutions of our country, can be traced 
from their first hour by the clear light or 
history. It is true that over this conti- 
nent hangs an impenetrable veil of tradi- 
dion, mystery and silence. But it is the 
tradition of races fast passing away; the 
mystery of a still earlier race, which 
flourished and perished long before 
its discovery by the Europeans. The 
story of the Mound-Bcdlders can nsvex 
be told. The fate of the Indian 
Tribes, will soon be a^ half-forg<^tten 
tale, tfut the history of fiuropean^iv^^ 
zadonand institotionBtkhthis 'cohtineit 
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t\te t^?ace4 wth precision and fullness; 
ss we'become forgetful of the past, 
neglect to save and perpetuate its 
precious memorials. 

In discussing the scope of historical 
study in reference to our country, I will 
call attention to a few general facts con- 
iteming its discovery and settlement. 

First.— The' Romantic Period of Dis- 
covery on this Continent. 

There can scarcely be found in the 
realms of romance, anything more fascin- 
ating than the records of discovery and 
adventure, during the two centuries that 
followed the landing of Columbus on the 
soil of the New World. The greed for 
gold ; the passion for adventure; the spirit 
ot chivalry; the enthusiasm and fanati 
cism of religion; all conspired to throw in- 
to America the hardest and most daring 
spirits of Europe, and made the vast wil- 
derness ot the New World, the theatre oi 
ibe most stirring achievements that hi^- 
toiy has recorded. 

Early in the Sixteenth Century, Spain, 
turning from the conquest of Grenada, 
and her triumph over the Moors, followed 
her golden dreams of the New World, 
with the same spirit that in an earlier day 
animated her Crusaders. In 1528, Ponce 
de Leon be&:an his search for the fountain 
of perpetual youth, the tradition of which 
he had Isamed among the natives of the 
West Indies. He discovered the low 
lying coasts of Florida, and explored its 
interior. Instead ol the fountain of 
youth, he found his grave among its ever- 
glades 

A few years later, De Soto, who had ac- 
coinpanied Pizarro in the conquest of 
Peru, landed in Florida with a gallant ar- 
ray ot knights and nobles, and com 
menced u\- explorations through the 
western wilderness. In 1541, he reached 
the banks of the Mississippi river, and, 
crossing it pushed his discoveries west- 
ward over the great plains; but, finding 
neither the gold nor the South Sea of his 
dreams, he returned to be buried in the 
waters of the great river he had discov- 
ered. 

While England was more leisurely ex- 
ploring the bays and rivers of the Atlantic 
coast, and searching for gold and peltry, 
the chevaliers and priests of Prance were 
chasln&r their dreams in the North, search* 
ing a passage to China, and the realms of 
Far Cathay, and telling the mystery of 
the Cross, to the Indian tribes of the Far 
West. Coasting northward, her bold nav 
ii^ators discovered the mouth ot the St. 
Lawrence; and, in 1525, Cartier sailed up 
its broad current to the Hockv heights of 
Quebec, and to the rapids aoove Mon- 



treal, which were afterwards natn^d . 
Chine, in '^erisibn of the belief that t) 
adventurers'were about to find, China. 

In 1606, Champiain pushed above the^ 
rapids, and discovered the beautiful lake^ 
that bears his name. In 1615, Priest L$' 
Caron, pushed northward and westward' 
through the wilderness and discovered 
Lake Huron. 

In 1635, the Jesuit Missionaries found- 
ed the Mission St. Mary. In 1654, 
another pnest had entered the wilderness' 
of Northern New York, and found the: 
salt springs of Onondaga. In 1659-1660,' 
French traders and priests pasted the win- 
ter on Lake Superior, and established' 
missions along its shores. 

Among the earlier discoverers, no name 
shines out with more brilliancy than that' 
of the Chevalier La Salle. Tue story of 
his explorations can scarcely be equalled' 
in romantic interest by any of the stirring 
tales of the Crusaders. Bom of a proud 
and wealthy family in the north of France,- 
he was destined for the service of the 
Church and of the Jesnit Order. But his 
restless spirit, fired with the love of ad- 
venture, broke away trom the ecclesiasti- 
cal restraints, to confront the dangers of 
the New World, and extend the empire 
of Louis XIV. From the best evidence 
accessible, it appears that he was the first 
white man that saw the Ohio Kiver. At 
twenty-six years of age, we find him with 
a small party, near the western extremity 
of Lake Ontario, boldly enterimr the do 
main of the dreaded Iroquois, traveling 
southward and westward through the 
wintry wilderness until he reached a 
branch of the Ohio, probably the Alle 
ghany. He followed it to the main 
stream, and descended that, until, in 
the winter ot 1669 and 1670, he reached 
the Falls of the Ohio, near the present 
site of Louisville. His companions re- 
lusing to go further, he returned to Que- 
bec, and prepared for still greater under- 
takings. 

In the meantime the Jesuit missionaries^ 
had been pushing their discoveries on the 
Northern Lake. In 1673, Joliet and Mar- 
quette started trom Green Bay, dragging 
their canoes up the rapids of Fox River; 
crossed Lake Winnebago; found Indian 
guides to conduct them to the waters of 
the Wisconsin; descended that stream to 
the westward, and, on the 16th of June, 
reached the Mississippi near the spot 
where now stands the city of Prairie Dn 
Chien. To-morrow will be the two hun- 
dredth anniversary of that discovery. 
One hundred and forty-two years before 
that time De Soto had seen the same river 
more than a thousand miles beUw; but 
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during tbat interyal, it is not known that 
any white man had looked npon its 
waters. 

Torning southward, these brave priests 
descended the great river, amid the awfnl 
solitudes. The stories of demons and 
monsters of the wilderness wiiich abound- 
ed among the Indian tribes, did not oeter 
them from pushing their discoveries. 
They continued their journey southward 
to the mouth of the Arkansas river, tell- 
ing as best thev could the story or the 
Cross ,to the wild tribes along the shores. 
Returning from the Easkaskias, and, 
traveling thence to Lake Michigan reaebcd 
Green Bay at the end of September, 1673, 
having on their ioumey, paddled their 
canoes more tdan twenty-five hundred 
miles. Marquette remained to establish 
missions among the Indians, and to die 
three years later, on the western sbor*'. of 
Lake Michigan, while Joliet returned to 
Quebec to report his discoveries. 

In the meantime. Count Frontenac, a 
noble of France had been made Governor 
of Canada, and found in La Salle a fit 
counselor and assistant in his vast schemes 
of discovery. La Salle was sent to France, 
to enlist the Court and the Ministers of 
Louis; and, in 1677-1678, returned to 
Canada, with full power under Fiontenac 
to carry forward his grand enterprises. 
He ha-i developed three great purposes: 
First, To realize tlie old plan ol (/ham- 
plain, tbe finding of a pathwav to China 
across the American Continent; Second, 
To occupy a^d develop the regions of the 
Northern Lakes; acd. Third, To descend 
the Mississippi river, and establish a for- 
tified post at its mouth, thus securing an 
outlet tor the trade of tbe interior and 
checking the progress of Spain on the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

In pursuance of this plan, we find La 
Salle and his companions, in January, 
1679, dragging their cannon and materi- 
als for shipbuilding around the Falls of 
Niagara, and laying tbe keel of a vessel 
two leagues above the cataract, at the 
mouth of Cayuga Creek. She was a 
schooner of forty-five tons burden, and 
was named **Tbe Griffin." On the 7th or 
August, 1679, with an armament of five 
cannon, and a crew and company of thir- 
^•four men, she started on her voyage up 
Lake Erie, the first sail ever spread over 
the waters of our Lake. On tbe fourth 
day, she entered Detroit river; and, after 
encountering a terrible storm on Lake 
Huron, passea the straits and reached 
Green Bay early in September. A few 
weeko later, she started back for Niagara 
laden with nirs,and was never heard from. 
While awaiting the supplies which the 



*'Griffln" was expected to bring, La Salle 
explored Lake Micbiican to its southern 
extremity, ascended the Saint Joseph, 
crossed the portasre to tbe Kankakee, de 
scended the Illinois, and, landing at an 
Indian village on the site of tbe present 
village of Utica, Illinois, celebrated mass 
on New Year's day, 1680. Before the 
winter was ended, he became certain that, 
tbe Griffin was lost. But, undaunted by 
his disasters, on the 3rd of March, with 
five companions, ne began the incredible 
feat of making the jou neyto Quebec on 
foot, in the dead of winter. This he ac 
complished. He re-organized his expedi . 
tion, conquered everv difficulty, and, on 
the 21st December, 1681, with a parly of 
fifty-four Frenchmen aad friendly Indians, 
set out for the present ^ite of Chicago, and. . 
by way of the Blinois River, reached the . 
Mississippi Feb. 6, 1683. He descended , 
its stream, and, on the 9th April of 1682, , 
standing on the shores of the Gulf of 
Mexico, solemnly proclaimed to his com 
panions and to the wilderness, that in the 
name of Louis tbe Great, he took posses- ; 
sion of the Great Valley watered by the 
Mississippi rivir. He set up a column, 
and inscribed upon it the arms of France, 
and named the country Louisania. Upon 
this act rested the claim of France to the 
vast region stretchimr from the Alleghany 
to the Koc&y Mountains, from the Rio 
Grande and the Gulf to the farthest 
springs of tbe Missouri. 

I will not follow further the career of 
the great exp'orers. Enough has been said , 
to exhibit the spirit and character of their 
work. I would I were able to inspire tbe 
young men of this country, with a desire 
to read the history of these stirring days 
of discovery, that opened up to Europe 
the mysteries of this New World. 

As Irving has well said of their work, 
'*It was poetry put into action; it was the 
knight-errantry of tbe Old World, carried 
into the depths of tbe American Wilder 
nesi. The personal adventures; the (eats 
of individual prowess; the picturesque 
descriptions of steel clad cavaliers, with 
lance« and helm, and prancing steed, glit- 
tering through the wilderness of Floriiia, 
Georgia, Alabama, and the prairies or the 
Far West, would seem to us mere ficiion-* 
of romance did they not come to us in 
the matter of fact narratives, of those who 
were eye witnesses, and who recorded 
minute memoranda of every incident." 

Second— Tbe Struggle for National Do 
minion. 

I next invite your attention to tne less 
stirring butjnot less important struggle, for 
the possession oi the New World, wniqh 
succeeded the period of discovery. 
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At the beginniDg of the 18th century, 
North America was claimed mainly by 
three great powers. Spain held possession 
of Mexico,and a belt reaching eastward to 
the Atlantic and northward to the sou tn- 
em line of Georgia, except a portion near 
the mouth of the Mississippi held by the 
French. England held Jrom tbe Spiuish 
line on the south to the Northern Lakes 
and the Saint Lawrence, and westward to 
the Alieghanies. France heH all nortn 
ol the lakes i»nd west of the Alleghanies, 
and southward to the possessions of 
Spain. Some of the boundary lines were 
but vaguely defined; others were dis- 
puted; but the general outlines were as 
stated. 

Besides the strusrgle for national pos- 
session, the relielous element entered 
largely into the contest. It was a struggle 
between the Catholic and Protestant 
faiths. The Protestant colonies of Eng- 
land were enveloped on three sides, by the 
viirorous and perfectly organized Catholic 
powers of France and Spain. 

Indeed, at an early date, by the Bull of 
Pope Alexander VL, all America had 
been given to the Spaniards. But France, 
with a zeal equal to that of Spain, had 
entered the lists to contest for the prize. 
So far as the religious struggle was con- 
cerned, the efforts of France and Spain 
were resisted only by the Protestants of 
the Atlantic Coast. 

The main chain of the Alletrhanies was 
supDOsea to be impassable until 1714, 
when Governor Spottswood, of Virginia, 
led aa expedition to discover a pass to the 
great valley beyond. He found one some- 
where near the western boundarv of Vir- 
gnia, and by it descended to tne Ohio, 
n his return, he established the ''Trans- 
montane Order," or * 'Knights of the 
€k)ld«^» Horse Shoe " On The t^andy plains 
of Eastern Virginia, horse-shoes were 
rarely used; but, in climbing the moun- 
tains, he had found them necessary; and, 
on creating his companions knights of 
this new order, he gave to each a golden 
horse-shoe, inscribed with the motto : 

**iSw? jurat trcmscendere marUes,^^ 

He repiesented to the british Ministry 
the great importance of planting settle- 
ments in the western valley; and, with 
the foresight of a statesman, polluted out 
the danger of allowmg the French the 
un disputed possession of that rich region. 

Tbe progress of England had been 
slower but more certain than that of her 
greut rival. While the French were 
estal) i^hing trading po^^ts at points widely 
remote from each other, along the lakes 
and the Mississippi, and in tbe wuderness 



of Ohio Indiana and Illinois, the English 
were slowly but firmly planting their set- 
meuts on the Atlantic slope, and pre 
paring to contesr for the rich prize of the 
Great West. They possessed one grea: 
advantage over their French rivals. They 
had cultivated the friendsnip of the Iro- 
quois Confederacy, the most powerful 
cbmbination ot Indian tribes known to 
the New Worid. That Coniederacy held 
possession of the southern shores of Lakes 
Ontario and Erie; and their hostility to 
the French had confined the settlements 
of that people mainly to the northern 
shores. 

During the first half of the Eighteenth 
Century, many treaties were made by the 
English with these confederated tribes, 
and some valuable grants of land were 
obtained on the eastern slope ot the IViis 
sissippi Valley. 

About the middle of that centurv the 
British Gk>vernment began to recognize 
me wisdom of Governor Spottswood, and 
perceived that an empire was soon to be 
saved or lost. 

In 1748. a company was organized by 
Thomas Lee, and Lawrence and Augustine 
Washington, under the name df **Ttie 
Ohio Company," and received a royal 
grant of one half million acress of land 
in the valley of the Ohio. In 1751, a 
British trading post was established on 
the Big Miami; but, in the following year, 
it was destroyed by the French. Many 
similar efforts of the English colonists 
were resisted by the Frencu; and, during 
ine years 1751-2-3, it became manifest 
that a great struscgle was imminent, be- 
tween the French and tbe Entrlish for the 
possession of toe We^t The British 
cninibters wvre too much au orbed in in 
tri^ues at home, to appreciate the impor- 
tance ot this contest; and they did but 
little more than to permit the colonies to 
protect their rights in the Valley of the 
Ohio 

In 1753, tbe Ohio Company had opened 
a road by *' WilPs Creek" into the western 
vallev, and were preparing to locate their 
colony. A.t the same time the French 
had sent a force to occupy and hold the 
line of the Ohio. As the Ohio Com- 
pany was under the especial protection 
of Virginia, the Governor of that colony 
determined to send a messenger to the 
commander of the French forces, and 
demand the reason for invading the 
British dominions. For this purpoje he 
selected George Washington, tuen twenty 
years ot age, who, wich six assistants, 
set out from Williamsburg, Vs., in tne 
middle of November, for the waters of 
the Ohio ihud LsL&e JCirr *. After a journey 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE OLD FBEKCH WAR. 



of nine days through sleet and snow, he 
re iched the Ohio at tbe junction of th(: 
Allegbany and tbe Monon^ahela; and hi^ 
quick eve seetued to oresee tbe destiny of 
the place. **I speut 3ome lime," sdid he, 
"in yiewin^ the rivers. The land in the 
fork has the absolute command ot both." 
On this spot Fort Pitt was alterwardu 
built, and, still later, the city of Pitts- 
burg. 

As Bancroft has said, "After creating 
in imagination a fortress and city, his 
party swam across the Alleghany, wrapped 
their blankets around the in for (he nigbt 
on the northwest bank." Proceedmff 
down the Ohio to Loestown, he held a 
council with tbe Shawnees and the Dela 
wares, who promised to secure ihe aid of 
the Six Nations in resiatin^; tue French. 
He then proceeded to the French posts at 
Vfcnantr(» and Fort Le Boeuf, (the latter 
fifteen miles from Lake Erie,) and warned 
the commanders that the riirhs ot Vir- 
ginia must not be invaded. He received 
for his answer, that the French would 
seize every EDaTwhman in the Ohio Val- 
ley. 

Returning to Virginia in January, 1754, 
he reported to the Governor, and Immedi- 
ate preparations were made by the colo- 
nists to maintain their rights in the west, 
and res\6t the incursions of tbe French 
In this movement originated the first 
military union amontf the English colo- 
nists. 

Althougb peace existed between France 
and England, formidable' preparations 
were made by the latter to repel encroach- 
ments on the frontier, from Ohio to tbe 
Gult of Saint Lawrence. Braddock was 
sent to America, and, in 1755, at Alexan- 
dria, Va., he planned four expeditions 
against the French. 

.It is not necessary to speak in detail of 
the war th>it followed. After Braddock's 
defeat near the forks of the Ohio, which 
occurred on the 9th of July, 1755, Eng- 
land herself tooK active measures for 
prosecuting the war. 

On the 25ih of November, 1758, 
Forbes captured Fort DuQuesne, which 
thus passed Into the possession of the 
English, and was named Fort Pitt, in 
honor of the great Minister. 

In 1759, Quebec was captured by Gen- 
eral Wolfe; and the same year Niagara 
fell into the hands of the English. 

In 1760, an English force, under Major 
Rogers, moved westward from Niagara, 
to occupy the French posts on the Up- 
per Lakes. They coasted along the south 
shore of Erie, ihe first English-soeaking 
people that sailed its waters. Near the 
mouth of the Grand river they met 



in council the chiefs of the great warrior 
Pontiac. A few weeks later, they took 
possession of Detroit. *Thus," says Mr. 
Bancroft," was Michigan won by Great 
Britain, though not for itself. There n ere 
those who foresaw that the acquisition of 
Canada was the prelude of American In- 
dependence." 

Late m December, Rogers returned to 
the Maumee; aiid setting out from the 
p )lnt where Sandusky ^jity now stands, 
cro>sed the Huron river to the northern 
branch of White Woman's^ river, and, 
passing tnence by *ue English village of 
Bt-averstown, a«iduDthe Ohio, reached 
Fort Pitt on the 38d of January, 1761, 
just a month after he left Detroit. 

Under the leadersdip of Pitt, England 
was finally triumphant in this great strug- 
gle; and, by the Treaw of Pari^, of Feb- 
ruary 10th, 1763, she acquired Canada and 
all the territory east of the Mississippi 
rivnr, and southward to the Spanish 
Territory, excepting New Orleans and the 
island on wnich it is situated. 

During the twelve years which fol- 
lowed the Treaty of Paris, the Ebgli^h 
colonists were pushing their settlements 
into the newly- acquired territory; but 
they encountered the opposition of the 
Six Nations and their allies, who made 
fruitless eflforts to capture the British 
posts, Detroit, Niagara and t'ort Pitf. 

At length, in 1768, Sir William John- 
son concluded a treaty at Fort Stanwix, 
with tnese tribes, by which all the lands 
south of the Ohio and the Alleghany 
were sold to the British; the Indians to 
remain in undisturbed posseosion of the 
territory north dud west of those rivers. 
New companies were organized to occupy 
the territory thus obtained. 

** Among the foremo^^t speculators in 
Western lands at that time," says the 
author of 'Annals ot the West,' **was 
George Washington." In 1769, he was 
one of the signer>« o a petition to the King 
for a grant of two and a halt millions 
acres in the West. In 1770, he crossed 
the mountains and descended the Ohio 
to the mouth of the Great Kanawha, to 
locate the ten thousand acres to which he 
was entitled, for services in the French 
War. 

Virginians planted settlements in Ken- 
tucky; and pioneers from all the colonies 
began to occupy the frontiers, from the 
Allechany to the Tennessee. 

Third.— The War of the Revolution, 
and its Relations to the West. 

How ^ame the Thirteen Col- 
onies to possess the Valley 
of the Mississippi? The object 
of their struggle was independence, aiMl 
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yet, by the Treaty of Peace in 1783, not 
only was the independence of the Thir 
teen Colonies conceded, but there was 
granted to the new Republic, a western 
territory bounded by toe Northern Lakes 
the Mississippi, and the French and Span- 
ish possessions. How did these hills aod 
valleys become apart of the United States? 
It is true that, by virtue of royal charters, 
several of the colonies set up claims ex- 
tending to the 'South Sea'\ The knowl- 
edge whica the English possessed of the 
geography of this country at that time, is 
illustrated by the fact that Capt. John 
Smith was commissioned to sail up the 
Chickahominy, and find a passage to 
China! But the claims of t^e colonies 
were too vague to be of any consequence 
in determining the boundaries ot tbe two 
gorernments. Virginia had indeed ex- 
tended her settlements into the re- 
gion south of the Ohio river, 
and durins: the Revolution, had annexed 
that country to the Old Dominion, call 
ing it the County of Kentucky. But, 
previous to tbe Revolution, the t/olonies 
had taken no such action in reference in 
the Territory Northwest of the Ohio. 

The cession of that great Territory un- 
der the iroa'y of 1783 was due mainly \o 
the foresitjht]^ tue courage, and the endur- 
ance of one man, who never received from 
his country any adequate recognition for 
his great service. Taat ma i was Qeorare 
Rogers Clark; ana it is wojth vour while 
to consider the work he accomplished. — 
Born m Virginia, he was. in early life, a 
surveyor, and afterwards served in Lord 
Dunmore*s War, In 1776, he settled in 
Kentucky, and was, in fact, the founder 
of that commonwealth. — As the War of 
the Revolution progressed, he saw that 
the pioneers west of the AUeghanies were 
threatened by two formidable dangers: 
First, by the Indians, many of whom had 
joined the standard of Great Britian; and, 
second, by the success of the war itself. 
For, should the colonies obtain their inde- 
pendence, while tae British held posses- 
sion of the Mississispi Valley, the AUe- 
ghanies would t)e the western boundary 
of the new Republic, and the pioneers of 
the West would remain subjects to Great 
Britain. 

Inspired by tnese views, he made two 
journeys to Virginia, to represent the case 
to the authorities of that colony. Failmg 
to impress the House of Burees^es with 
the importance of warding off ihese dan- 
gers, he appealed to the Gtovernor, Patrick 
Henry, and received from him authority to 
enlist seven companies to go to Kentucky 
subject to his orders, and serve tor three 



months after their arrival in the West. 
This was a public commission. 

Another document, bearing date Wil- 
liamsburg, Jan. 2, x778, was a secret 
commission, which authorized him, in the 
name of Virginia, to capture the military 
posts held by the British in the North- 
west. Armed with this authority, he pro- 
ceeded toPitt8bure^,wherehe obtained .am- 
munition, and floated it down the river 
to Kentucky, succeeded in enlisting seven 
companies ot pioneers, and in the month 
of June, 1778, commenced his march 
through the untrodden wilderness to the 
region of the Illinois. With a daring tnat 
is scarcely equaled in the annals of war, 
be captured the garrisons of Kaskaskia, 
Saint Vincent and Cahokia, and sent his 
prisoners to the Governor of Virginia, and 
by his energy and skill won over the 
French inhabitants of that region to the 
American cause. 

In October, 1778, the House of Burgess- 
es passed an act declaring that **A11 the 
the citizens of tae Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, who are already settled there, or 
shall hereafter be settled on the west side 
of the Ohio, shall be included in the Dis- 
trict of Kentucky, which shall be called 
Illinois County." In other woras, George 
Rogers Clark conquered the Territory of 
the Northwest in the name of Virginia, 
and tt)e flag oi the Republic covered it at 
tbe (ilose of the war. 

In negotiating the Treaty of Peace at 
Paris, in 1783, the British commissioners 
insistci on the Ohio river as the north- 
western boundary of the United States; 
and it was found, that the only tenable 
ground on whicii the American commis- 
sioners relied to subtiin our claim (o the 
Lakes and the Mi^^ls^ippi as the boundary, 
was the fact that George Rogers Clark had 
conquered the country, and Virginia was 
in undisputed possession of it at the ces- 
sation ot hostilities. 

In hi^ '*Notes on the Early Settlement 
of tlie Northwest Territory," Judt,e Bur- 
net says: — "That fact" (the capture of the 
British posts **was confirmed and ad- 
mitted, and was tne chief ground on 
which the British commissioners reluct- 
antly abaidon^d their claim." 

It is a stain upon ttie honor of our coun- 
try that such a man, the leader of pioneers 
who made the first lodgment on the site 
now accupied by Louisville, who was in 
fact the rounder of the St«te of Kentucky, 
and who, by his personal foresight and 
energy, gave nine great States to the Ele- 
public, was allowed to smk under a load 
of debt incurred for the honor and glory 
ot his country. 
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Id 1799, Judge Barnet rode some ten or 
twelve miles from LoaisvillelDto the cood- 
try, to visit this veteran hero. Be says 
he was induced to make this visit by 
the veneration he entertained for Clark's 
military talents and services. 

•*He had,*' says Burnet, "the appear- 
ance of a man born to command, and tli- 
ted by nature for his destiny. There was 
a gravity and solemnity in his demeanor, 
resembling that which so eminently dis- 
tinguisded the venerated tatber o1 his 
country. A person familiar with the lives 
and character of the military veterans of 
Rome, in the days of her folates' power, 
might readily have selected 1M» remarkable 
man as a specimen of the model he had 
formed ot them In bis own mind: bu he 
was rapidly falling a victim to his extreme 
sensibility and to the ingratitude of his 
native State, under whose banner he bad 
fought bravely, and with great success. 

**The time will certamly come when the 
enlightened and magnanimous citizens of 
Louisville will remember the debt of 
gratitude they owe the memory that dis- 
tinguisDed naan. He was tbe leader of 
the pioneers who made the first lodgment 
on the site now covered by their rich and 
splendid city. He was its protector dur- 
ing the years of its infancy, and in the 
period of iis greatest danger. Yet the 
traveler who has read of his achievements, 
admired his character, and visited the 
theatre of his brilliant deeds, discovers 
nothing indicating the place where his 
remains are deposited, and where he can 
go and pay a tribute of respect to the 
memoiy of the departed and gallant hero. 

This eulogy of Judge Burnet is lully 
warranted by the facts of history. Tbere 
is preserved in the War Department at 
Washington, a portrait of Clark, which 
gives unmistakable evidence ot a char- 
acter oi rare grasp and power. No one 
c»n look upon that remarkable face with- 
(mt knowing that the original was a man 
of unusual force, 

Fourth—Organization and Settlement 
of the Western Reserve. 

Soon afrer the close oi the Rt^volation, 
our Western country was divided into 
three Territories :the Territory of the Miss- 
issippi; ihe Territory soutn of the Ohio; 
and the Territory northwest of the Ohio. 
For the purposes of this address, I shall 
consider only the only organization and 
settlement ot the latter. 

It would be difficult to find any coun- 
try so covered with conflicting claims of 
title as the Territory of the Northwest. 
Several States, still asserting the validity 
of their royal cnart^rs, set up claims 
more or less definite to portions ot this 



Territory. First By royal charter of 
1662, confirming a council charter of 
1630, Connecticut claimed a strip of land 
bounded on the east b> the Narraganse't 
river, north by Massachusetts, south by 
Long Island S^und, and extending west- 
ward between the parallels ot 41 deg and 
42 deg. 2' North Latitude, to,the mythical 
"South Sea." Second. New Yor^, by 
her charter of 1614, claimed a territory 
marked by definite boundaries, lyin$: 
across the boundaries of the Connecticut 
charter. Tnird. By the grant to William 
Penn, in 1664, Pennsylvania claimed a 
territory overlapping part of the territory 
o' both these colonies. Fourth. Th** 
charter of Massachusetts aho conflicted 
with some of the claims above mentioned. 
Fifth. Virginia claimed the whole of the 
Northwest Territory b> right of conquest, 
and, in 1779, by an act of her legislature, 
annexed it as a county. Sixth. Several 
gran's had been made o^ special tracts to 
mcorporated companies by the difierent 
States. A.nd, finally, tne who'e territory 
of t< e Northwest was claimed by the 
Indians as their own. 

The claims of New York, Massi 
chusetts, andpart of the claim of Penn- 
sylvania had been settled before the war, 
by royal commissioners. The others were 
still unadjusted. It became evident that 
no satisfactory settlement could be made 
except by Congress. That body urged 
the 8everal States to make a cesdon of the 
lands they claimed, and thus enable the 
General Government to open the North- 
west for settlement. 

On the first of March, 1784, Thomas 
Jefiferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee and 
James Monroe, delegates in Congress, 
executed a deed of cession in the name of 
Virginia, by which they transferred to the 
United States the title of Virginia to the 
Northwest Territory, bat reservinff to 
that State out- hundred and tift^ thousand 
acres of land which Virginia had 
promised lo Grorcre Rogers Clark, and to 
the officers an'i ^ioldters who with him 
captured the British ports in the West. 
Also, another tnct ot land between the 
Scioto an«l Liale Miami to enable Vir- 
ginia, to pa> ber promised bounties to her 
officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary 
Army. 

Oil the 27th ot October, 1784, a treaty 
was made at Fort Stanwix, (now Rome, 
New York.) with the Six Nations, by 
whicu ♦^^hese tribes ced*d to the United 
Stute , their vague claims to the lands 
north and west of the Ohio. On the 
31st of January 1785, a treaty was made 
at Fort Mcintosh, (now the town of Beav- 
er, Pa ) with the four Western tribes, the 
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Wyanddttes, tbe Delawares, the Ghippe- 
was and tbe Tawas, by which all their 
lands in the Northwest Territory were ced- 
ed to the United States, except that por- 
tion bounded by a line from the month of 
tbe Cuyahoga up tbat river to the portage 
between tbe Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas; 
thence dov^n that branch to tbe moutq of 
Sandy; thence westwardly to the portage 
of the Big Miami, which runs into the 
Ohio; thence along the portage to the 
Great Miami or Maumee, and do^n Vhe 
Boutbeast side of the river to its mouth; 
thence along tbe shore of Lake Erie to 
tbe mouth of tbe Cuyahoga. Tbe terri- 
tory thus described was to be forever the 
exclusive possession of these Indians. 

In 1788, a settlement was made at Ma- 
rietta, and soon after other settlements 
were begun. But tbe Indians were dissat- 
isSed, and, by the intrigues of their late 
allies, the British, a savage and bloody 
war ensued which delayed for several 
years tbe settlement of the State. The 
campaign of General Harmar m 1790, 
was only a partial success. In the follow- 
ing year a more formidable force was 
placed under the command of General St. 
Clair, who suffered a disastrous and over- 
whelming defeat on the 4th of November 
ol tbat year, near the head waters of the 
Wabash. 

It was evident that nothing but a war so 
decisive as to break tbe power ot the 
Western tribes,could make the settlement 
of Ohio possible. There are but few things 
in the career of George Washington that 
so strikingly illustrate his s&gacity and 
prudence as tbe policy he pursued in refer- 
ence to this subiect He made prepara- 
tions for organizing an army of five thou- 
sand men, appointed Gen. Wayne to the 
command of a special force, and early in 
1792, drafted detailed instructions for giv- 
ing it special discipline to fit it for Indian 
tvarfare. During that and tbe following 
year, he exhausted every means to secure 
the peace of the West by treaties with the 
tribes. 

But agents of England and Spain were 
busy in intrigues with the Indians in 
hopes of recovering a portion ot the great 
empire they had lost by tbe treaty of 
1783. So far were the eflorts of England 
carried that a British force was sent to 
the rapids of tbe Maumee, where they built 
a fort, and mspired the Indians with the 
hope that the British would join them in 
fighting the forces of tbe United States. 

All efforts to make a peaceable settle- 
ment on any other basis than the aban- 
donment on the part of the United States 
of all territory north of the Ohio having 
failed, General Wayne proceeded with 



that wonderful vigor which had made 
him famous on so many fields of the Rev- 
olution, and, on the 20th August, 1794 de- 
feated the Indians and their allies on the 
banks of the Maiunee, and completelv 
broke the power of their confederation. 

On the 3d of August 1795, General 
Wayne concluded at Greenville, a treaty 
of lasting peace with these tribes, snd 
thus opened the Slate to settlement In 
this treaty, there was reserved to the In 
dlans the same territory west of the Cuy- 
ahoga as described in the treaty of Fort 
Mcintosh of 1785. 

Fifth.— Settlement of the Western Re- 
serve. 

I have now noticed briefly the adjostM 
ment of the several claims to the North • 
western Territory, ezoeptlag that of Con* 
necticut. It has already been ' seen thai 
Connecticut claimed a strip westward 
from the Narrdf^ausett river to the Mis- 
sissippi, between the i>arallels of 41 
degrees and 42 decrees 2 minutes; bat 
tbat portion of her claim which crossed 
the terrritory of New York and Pennsyl- 
vania, had been eztiuguished by adjust- 
ment. > Her claim to the territory west of 
Pennsylvania was unsettled until Septem^ 
her I4th 1786, when she ceded it ail to the 
United States, except that portion lying 
between the parallels above named, and a 
line one hundred and twenty miles west 
of the western line of Pennsylvania and 
parallel with it. This tract of couniry was 
about the size of the present State and 
was called ''New Connecticut.** 

in May,1792,ttie Lesislature of Connecti^ 
out granted to those of her citizens whose . 
property had been burned or otherwise; 
spoliated by the British, during the war of 
the BevoluiioD, half a million of acres from 
the west end of the Reserve. These were 
called *'The Fire Lands.'* 

On tbe 5th of September, 1796, Connecti- 
cut executed a^ deed to John Caldwell, 
Jonathan Brace and .Tohn MonEan, trus- 
tees for the ConueticQt Land Company^ 
for three mibion acres of the Reseive, 
lyioK west of Pennsylvania, for one mil- 
lion two hundred tbonsand dollars, or at 
the rate of forty cents per aore. The 
State gave only a quit-claim deed, trans* 
ferrinK only such title as she possessed, 
and leaving all the remaining Indian titles 
to the Reserve, to be extineuisbed by the 
purchasers themselves. With the excep- 
tion of a few hundred aores previously 
sold, in the neighborhood of the Salt 
Spring Tract, on tne Mahoning, all titles to 
lands on the Reserve east of *'Tbe Fire 
Lauds," rest on this quit-claim deed of 
Connecticut to the three trustees, who 
were all living as late as 1836, and joined in 
making deeds to lands on the Reserve. 

On the same day that tne trust deed was 
made, articles of association were signed 
by the proprietors, providingfor the gov. 
ernment of the company. The manage 
ment of its afEairs was entrusted to seven 
directors. They determined to extinguish 
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the Indian title, and saryey their land into 
tefTQShips five miles iquare. Moses Oleave- 
landioneof the directors, was made Gen 
eral Agent, Aufirnstni Per* er Principal Sur- 
veyor, and Setb Pease Astronomer and 
Surveyor. To these were added foar asT 
sistant snrvejors, a commidsary, a physician 
and tbirty-'seven other employees. This 
party assembled at Schenectady. N. Y., 
m the spring of 1796, and prepared for their 
ezpedltioo. 

It i^ interesting to follow them on tbeir 
way to the Reserve. Tbey ascended the 
Mohawk river io batteaoz, passing throbs h 
the locks at Little Falis, and, from the 
present oiiy of Romc^. took their boats and 
stores across ioto Wood creek. Passing 
down the stream tbey crossed the Oneida 
Lake, down the Oswego to Lake Ontario. 
Coasting along the lake thence to Niagara, 
after encountering innumerable hardships, 
the party reached Buffalo on the t7th of 
June, where tbey met ^*Red Jacket,*' and 
the principal chiefs ofTthe Six Nations, and 
on the 23d of that montb, completed a 
contract with those chiefs, by which they 
purchased all the riebts of those Indians 
to the lands on the Reserve, for five hun- 
dred pounds. New York currency, to be 
paid in goods, to the Western Indians, and 
two beef cattle and one hundred gallons of 
whisky to the Eastern Indians, besides 
fiifts and provisions to all of them. 

Setting out from Buffalo oa tbe 27th of 
June, they coasted along the shore of the 
lake, some of tbe party in boats and others 
marching along the banks. 

In tne Journal of Seth Pease, published 
in Whittlesey's History of Cleveland, I 
find the following : 

Monday, July 4tb, 1796— We that came 
by land arrived at tbe canfines of New 
Connecticut, and gave three cheers pre- 
cisely at 6 o'clock P. M, We then pro- 
ceeded to Conueaut, at five hours thirty 
mlnutei>, our boats got on an hour after; 
we pitched our tents on the east side ." 

In the Journal of Gen. Cleaveland is the 
followinsr entrf : 

»»On this Creek, ("C/onneaught,") in New 
Connecticut Land, July 4tb, 179iS, under 
Gen. Moses Cleaveland, the surveyors and 
men sent by the Connecticut Land Com- 
pany to survey and set'le the Connecticut 
Rt'serve, and were the first English people 
wfao took possession of It. 

* * We gave three cheers and 
christened the place Fort Independence; 
and, after manj difficulties, perplexities 
and hardships were surmounted, and we 
were on the good and promised land, felt 
that a Just tribute of respect to the day 
onehtto be paid. There were, in all, in- 
cluding women and children, fifty in num- 
ber. The men, under ('aprain Tmker, 
ranged themselves on tbe beacn, and fired 
a Federal salute of fifteen rounds, and 
then the sixteenth in honor of New Con** 
necticut. Drank several toasts. ♦ * ♦ 
Closed with three cbef^rs. Drank several 
pails of grog. Supped and retired in good 
order." 

Three days afterward General Cleave- 



land held a council with Paqua, Chief of 
the Massasaugas, whose village was at Con« 
neaut Oreek. The friendship of these In- 
dians was purchased by a few trinkets and 
twenty* five dollars' w^ortb of whisky. 

A. cabm was erected on the bank of Con« 
neaut Creek; and, In honor of the commls^ 
sary of tbe expedition, was called *' Stow 
Castle." At this time the white Inhabitants 
west of the Genesee river, and alona the 
coasts of the lakes, were as follows : The 
garrison at Niagara, tw# families at Lewls^ 
town, one at Buffalo, one at Cleveland and 
one at Sandusky. T^ere were no other 
families east of Detroit, and with the ez- 
exceptlon of a few adventurers at the Salt' 
Springs of the Mahoning, the Interior of 
New Connecticut was an unbroken wilder- 
ness. 

The work of surveying was commenced 
at once. One party went southward on 
the Pennsylvania line to find the 41st par- 
allel, and began tbe survey; another, under 
General Cleaveland, coasted aloog ttie lake 
to the mouth of the Cuyahoga, which tbey 
reached oa tbe 22nd of July, and there laid 
the foundation of tbe chief city of the Re- 
serve. A large portion of the survey was 
made during that season, and the work 
was completed in the following vear. 

By the close of the year 1800, there were 
thirty-two settlements on the Reserve, 
though, as yet, no organization of govern- 
ment had been established. But the pio- 
neers were a people who had been trained 
in the principles and practice of civil or* 
der; and these were transplanted to their 
new home. In New Connecticut, there 
was but little of that lawlessness which so 
often characterizes the people o' a new 
country. In many instances, a township 
organization was completed and their min- 
ister chosen before the pioneers left home. 
Thus they planted tbe institutions and 
opinions of Old Connetiout in their new 
wilderness homes. 

There are townohlps on this Western 
Reserve which are more thoroughly New 
England in charactei and snirit tban most 
of the towns of tbe Ne n England of to<- 
day. Cut off as they were from tne metaro- 
polltan life tbat has gradually been mold- 
ing and changing the spirit of New Eng- 
land, the? preservt^d here in the wilderness 
the characteristics of New England, as It 
was when they left it at the beginning of 
the century. This has s:lven to the people 
of the Weatern Reserve those strongly 
marked qualities which have always dis- 
tinguished them . 

For alooe time, it was difficult to ascer- 
tain the political and legal status of tbe 
settlers on tbe Reserve. Tbe State of Con- 
necticut did not assume jurisdiction over 
its people, because that State had parted 
witb her claim to the soil. 

By a proclamation of Gov, St. Clair, in 
1788, Washington county had been organ-, 
ized, bavins its limits extended westward 
to the Scioto and northward to the mouth 
of the Cuyahoga, with Marietta as the 
county seat. These limits included a nor- 
tion of the Western Reserve. But' the 
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^nneotijoat flettlen did not consider this 
ftpraotioal government, and most of them 
doabted its legality. 

Bj the end of the century, seven conn** 
ties, Washington, Hamilton, Ross, Wayne, 
^dams, Jefferson ana Kooz, had been orei 
ated, but none of them were of any prao- 
tioai service to the settlers on the Reserve. 
. Nbmagistrate had been appointed for that 
portion of the country, no civil process was 
established; and no mode existed of mak- 
ing legal conveyances. 

But, in tne year 1800, the State of Con- 
necticut, by act of her Legislature, trans- 
ferred to the National (government all her 
claim to civil jurisdiction. Coogress as^ 
Bumed the political control, and the "Presi** 
dent conveyed by patent the fee of the aoil 
to the Government of the State for the 
use of the grantees and the parties claim"* 
ing under tbem. Whereupon, in pursu 
acoe of this authority, on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, 1800, Governor St. Clair issued a 
proclamation establishlnj^ the county of 
Trumbull, to include within its boundaries 
the *'Fire Lands" and adjacent islands, 
and ordered an election to be held at War- 
ren, its county seat, on the second Tues- 
day of October. At that eleocioo, forty- 
two votes were cast, of which General Ed- 
ward Fatne received thlrcy-eignt, and was 
thus elected a member of the Territorial 
Le&rislature. All the early deeds on the 
Reserve are preserved in the records of 
Trumbull county. 

A treaty was held at Fort Industry,on the 
4th July, 1805, between the Commission- 
ers of the(.*onnectiou(} Land Company and 
teie Indians, by which dli the lauds In the 
Reserve, west of the Cuyahoga, belonging 
to the Indians, vere ceded to the Con- 
necticut CompaQj. 

Geauga was the second county of the 
Reserve. It was created by an act of the 
Legislature, December 81st, 1805; and by 
a subsequent act, its boundaries were 
made to include the present territory of 
Cuyahoga county, as far west as the 14th 
Range. 

Portage county was established on the 
10th of February, 1807, and, on the 16bh of 
June, 1810, the act establishing Cuyahoga 
county went into operation. By that act 
all of Geauga west of the Ninth Range 
was made a part of Cuyahosra county. 

Ashtabula county was established on 
tlke22d of January, 1811. 

A considerable number of Indians re- 
mained on the Western Reserve until the 
breaking out of the war ol 1812. Most of 
the Canadian tribes took up arms against 
the United States in that struegle, and a 
portion of the Indians of the Western Re-> 
serve joined their Canadian brethren. At 
the close of that war occasional bands of 
these Indians returned to their old haunts 
on the Cuyahosra and the Mahoning; but 
the Inhabitants of the Reserve soon made 
them understand that they were unwel- 
come visitors, after the part they had taken 
against us. Thus the war of 1812 substan- 
tlally cleared the Reserve of iti Indian in* 
habitanta. 



In tnis brief survey^ 1 have attempted 
to indicate the general character of thB 
leading events connected with the dis- 
covery and settlement of our country. I 
cannot, on this occasion, further pursue 
the history of the aettlemenc and building 
up of the counties and townships of the 
Western Reserve. I have already noticed 
the peculiar character of the people who 
converted this wilderness into the land, ot 
happy homes which we now behold on 
every Uand. But I desire to call the at- 
tention of the young men and women who 
hear me, to the duty they owe to them- 
selves and their ancestors, to study ;ca|*e- 
fully and reverently, the history of iiip 
great work which has been acoompHshed 
in this New Connecticut. 

The pioneers who flrst broke ground 
here accomplished a work unlike that 
which win fall to the lot of any succeeding 
generation. The hardships they endured, 
the obstacles they encountered, the life 
they led, the peculiar qualities they need** 
ed in their undertakings, and the traits of 
character developed by their work, stand 
alone in our history. The generation that 
knew these firs t pioneers is fast passing 
away. But there are sitting in this audi- 
ence to-day a few men and women whose 
memories date back^to the early settle- 
ment. Here sits a gentlemen near me 
Who is older than the Western Reserve. 
He remembers a time when the aze of the 
Connecticut pioneer had never awakened 
the echoes of the wilderness here. How 
strange and wonderful a transformation 
has taken place since he was a child I 
It Is our sacred duty to rescue from ob- 
livion the stirring recollections of such 
men, and preserve them as memorials of 
the past, as lessons for our own inspira- 
tion, and the instruction of those who shall 
come after us. 

The material for a history of this Reserve 
are rich and abundant, its pioneers were 
not Ignorant and thoughtless adventurers, 
but men of established character, whose 
opinions on civil and religious liberty had 
grown with their growth, and become the 
settled convictions of their maturer years. 
Both here and in Coniiecticut, the family 
records, journals and letters which are pre- 
served in hundreds of families, if brought 
out and arranged in order, would throw a 
flood of light on every page of our history. 
Even the brief notice which trformed the 
citizens of this county that a meeting was 
to be held here to- day, to organize a Pion- 
eer Society, has called this great audience 
together ; and they have brought with chem 
many rich historical memorials. They 
have brought oid colonial commissions 
giren to early Conneciicut soldiers of the 
Re volition, who became pioneers of 
the Reserve and whose cnllaren are 
here to-day . They have brought church 
and other records which date back to the 
beginning of these settlements. They 
have shown us Implements of industry 
which the pioneers brought In with themt 
many of which have been superseded by 
the superior mechanical oontrivanoes ot 
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our time. Some of thcfe implements are 
symbols of the eplrlt and oharaeter of the 
pioDeeraof the Reserve. Here is a broad- 
axe brought from Conneoticat hy John 
Ford« father of the late Gk>verDor of Ohio ; 
aod we are told that the first work done 
with this axe, by that sturdy old pioneer, 
after he had finished a few cabins for the 
families that came with him, was to hew 
out the timbers for an Academy— the Bur- 
ton Academy— to which so many of our 
older men owe the foundation of their ed 
acation» and from which sprang the West- 
dm Reserve Gollese. 

These pioneers knew well that the three 
great forces which constitute the itrength 
and glory of a free government are, the 



Family, the School, and the Church. 
These three they planted here, and they 
nourished aad cherished them with an 
energy and devotion scarcelv equaled in 
any ottier quarter of the world On this 
height were planted in the wilderness the 
symbols of this trinity of powers ; and here 
let us hope mav be maintained forever the 
ancient faith of uur fathers in the sanctity 
of the Home, the intelligence of the 
School and th * faithfulness of the Church, 
Where these three combine In prosperous 
union, tbe safety and prosperity of the Na- 
tion is assured. The glory of our country 
can never be dimmed while these three 
lights are Kept shining with an undimmed 
loftre. 
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The Sixth aDDuairmeetiBg of |the West- 
erD R«8erTe;!aDd Korthern Ohio Histori- 
cal Society, waBpield at the Mu^eamin the 
8a?lDg8 Bank building, Taesday eTening, 
Maj 12, 1874.! 

BSPORT or THE PRE8IBSNT. 

Darlnetbe flrit jear after oar organlza* 
tioD In 1867, tbi« room wan not oDen to tbe 
poblic. and was used principally as a recep- 
tacle for donations. Oar proerets siDoe 
1S68 has been satiBfactory,aDd mocb more 
isptd iban )s nsoal in eucb societfes. Mr. 
Oocdman, our late Secretary save bis 
sealouB personal attention to the accumu- 
lation of unpubHtfced mannscrlptSfielatlDg 
to tbe West. Through his pfrseveranoe iu 
ibat dlreoilOD, we haye acquired a highly 
valuable collection of oiiginal paper8«maDy 
of them tow ready for tbe press. 

Our general object and purpose is suffi- 
clentU set forth in one sentence of tbe by- 
laws, viz: *'To discover, procure and pre» 
serve, wbatever relatei to the History. Bl^ 
ography, Gebealegy, ADtlqu^ties and Sta- 
tistics of tbe Westfrn Reserve, the State 
of Ohio, and tbe Northwest " 

Of 1 be books having rerVrence to these 
subjects, tborels not a complete collection 
in any library in tbe United States. Our 
own is already as near complete as any 
'West of the mountains except that of 
'Wisoonstn, snd is frequently consulted by 
historical students. Our oonstltntion la 
•imply a section of tbe charter of tbe 
Cleveland Library Asf ooiatlon : which is a 
perpttualinstltniion of ^hlch we form a 
department. Tbi^ room, for the museum, 
library, and business of ibis society ,is se» 
ciirtd to US by the Ubexality of the trus- 



tees of that mstitntion. and of the Society 
for Savincrs. 

Constitutioni, by-laws and opportuni<» 
ties do not go far towards building u;» lit- 
erary societies, unless tbere is spirit and 
induitryjamong the members, and funds to 
meet necessary expenses. 

THE EINANOIAI. ASPECT. 

X?ntil the present year our financial pros- 
pects were not promising. The syettm of 
annual assessments of members has proved 
to be wholly insufficient. If it had net 
been for the flnanoUl assistance of a few 
staunch friends of this institution, our 
existence would have been short. As I 
stated last year, the plan of securing life 
members at $100 each, with no future as- 
sessments, was made the prominent fea« 
tureinlieuof annual memberships, the 
money to be invested and only tbe pro- 
ceeds to be used. Pledges had then been 
obtained, which were not to be called for 
until $5,000 less subscribed. If the finan- 
cial panic of September last had not oc- 
curred, this would have been not onlr se- 
cured, but materially increased. This 
drawback was, however, more than met 
by tbe munificent offer of three CleveUnd 
aentlf men, to double tbat sum as soon as 
it was collected from single members, and 
put on Interest. This pledge has been 
kept good, and tbere is now ten thousand 
three hundred dollars, ($10,800) In tbe con- 
trol of Messrs. Bingham, Bishop and 
Willey, as legal trnstees, invested and to 
be invested. Though the product of tbls 
sum will not be lariee, it is permanent, and 
is at least twice as much as we were sure 
(f heretofore from our annual members, 
alaree portion of whom tiave become life 
members. About $1,500 more is pledged, 
payable at some future time, not fixed. 
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T£» UUSEUU, 

AXthovL^tk the ro^ta ti%« b<)eQ oloied for 
want of beat, aoa otber reasoai netrl? 
ooe»foartb of tbf* patt year* tbe namber 
of ▼ititorg taas beeo aboac tbe same as in 
BTetlooa je&re. Mrs. Mllford bas im- 
pifDyed tbe tim^, wb9Q tbe publlo bad oot 
aooe^e, in arraogioir tbe colleottoos, not 
only with more svstem, bat, a« ev^ijr one 
admits, io much better style. 8be bas bad 
a part of tbe time, tbe assistance of Mits 
Beymonr, who bat displayed a remarliaoie 
facility in marlEinK articles vritb a brasb; 
In place of tbe paper labels. 

Mrs. Milford has also been asildnonsly 
engaged maklnft lists of oar books, and 
artaniclDS tbe cases, so that we sre now 
better able to see wbat is wantioic m order 
to complete tbe collection. To clatsiCy and 
oataloKoe all tne arcioles we have received. 
Is a tedioDS process reqalring time, tact 
and patience. 

PCTBLTCATIONS, 

Since tbe last anna^l met^tlng we have 

{>abilsbed five traota, numbered 16 to 20 
Boinsive. 

Ko. le-Annual Report, Aiay, 1873, and 
date of tbe origin of tbe State of Ubio. 

No. 17— v;orreapondence— Tar of 1812— 
SelectiOQ No. ^. 

No. 18 -Correspondence— War of 1812— 
Beleotton No. 7. 

No. 19— Correspondence— War of 1812— 
Seleciio 1 No. 8. 

No. 20— Historical Addreii of Hon. J. 
A. Garfield, September, 1873. 

NBWSPAPBB TfliBS BOUND. 

Oar volnmesof boand news paperi— have 
been very liiucb increased daring tbe year. 
Inelading those on deposit, tbey now nam- 
ber BIZ band red abd forty- five. Tne Her-, 
Oihi and flain Dealer ot this city, hitV^ 
Vlaoddibeir flies wiUkns oft deposit, ^oioe 
fcack to tbe ovigHi 6f those papers, the 
former in 1819, tbe latter in our flies since 
IU£, Of the Beratdffe now haye from 
H19 to 18H0. witn the exception of,18'i6. 
Tne boQud*fikes of tbe Trump of Fame and 
Western Renerve Chronicle from IBll to 
1861 Were neretot'ore donated by Joseph 
li^erkins, Bsq. Dr, E. sterltuK t^as pUcad 
on deposit, complete'volnaies of 'tne New 
York Herald daring the war of the rebel- 
lion. Oar misceilaneo'ai Tolnmes, com- 
posed of single files of old papeis boaod 
according to siie, and not yet indexed, em* 
brace many corlons, valaabie and interest- 
ing matters, growing more yaluable by the 
Upse of time. About one hundred vol- 
umes of tbe files of carrent papers, pre- 
aetved by tbe library aasooiatloo, are now 
being beund for us as {^ special donation, 

■OBAP B0OK9^ 

Mrs. Milford bas speat mnoh time tn ar- 
ranging tbe dippings from newspapers 
wblcn have come into oar posaeasloa. Tne 
late General John McHalla, of Washing- 
ton, a distingnisbed oifi.-er of tbe war of 
1812, seat us some years since a large pack- 
age of such scraps. Tnose which our late 



secretary, Mr. Qoodman, bad dolleoted* 
were also donated to the society. From 
many other sonro^s, tbis , easy form 
of preserving valuable items, Lac 
served to increase our colieouon aa>t 
til it now fllia t.<renty-fQar voiames. it 

is prioelpaily historic illnits char ACter.and 
las been indexed with great patieoce by 
airs. Aiiiford. Those who bavtf not prac- 
ticed tne plan of clipping from trAn:tient 
prints, will be sarprued now sooq a vatua- 
Die fund of inform uion on anj speol«ttr, 
may be obtamed as a very sllgnt expense of 
money or time. 

AB3TBACT OT HISTORICAL 8O0IBTIB3 IW 
OHIO. 

Our Secretary, G. C. Baldwin, E iq., has 
been engaged during seveial montos iu 
collecting a history, of historic il aud pio- 
neer associations in Obio. He bas pre- 
pared a valuable piper on this saOjtfOtt 
arraagiog tne societies by couuties, wuioh 
will form one of our earliest paunoations 
and will be appreciated by ail local his- 
lorians.* 

C0IS8. 

Articles of general interest and curiosity 
have como tn more rapidly tnan usual, 
particularly rare coins. Tnis ooUection 
attracts more aitenUju among the youog 
men, tnan tbat of «oy otner departmeof. 
M.r. H. N. Jonnson has special charge of 
tnis collection, a catalogue of wnion is be- 
ing made. Toere are in American coioi 
aod medals, 3S5; in foreign coins, 518; total 
in coiOB aod medals, 898. 



OIJ> PAPBB OUBBBKCT. 

There are a large number of Revolution^ 
ary and (3olooial bills, old wild cat curr«n« 
cy, shin-plasters, and bills of early banka 
an^ owners issued before and duriug tbe re* 
beliloii, bJtb at tne North ands^Qoth^ ^W 
will be arranged as soon as poasioie and 
filed in scrap ooolcs. 

JA?ANB8B, CHINE8B AKD INBIAN OUBZ- 
08ITIB8. 

W. P. Fogg, Esq , bas donated a valu- 
able collection gatbered in his * trip 
«rouDdthe t^orld,*' among wbich are a 
Japanese iaoie, screen and lady's robe, a 
bronze vase, f ao-sicniles |of boats, 0Qrio«^- 
ties from tbe pyramids of E<ypt«anold 
Co:>per, a ttosalc cup and sa'.cer over o«e 
bbonsand yeai*s old, specimens of the 
printed language of the Hindoos, Pereiani 
and Cblnese, old eoin and paper mon^yt 
and many other articles of interest. 

BBIflOS Of THB IBDIANS AND XOITNS 
BUILDBBS. 

One flit glass case has been fiUad with 
the stone impeoaents otf the Indian and 
his prvideoessor tne maaud builder, net 
yet catalogued. We have endeavored to 
separate tne relics of each people^ bob 
ttnd they run together in a way to indicate 
tbat they were oloaeiy related . The num- 
ber uf stone ornameats, cools for alcinniug 
animals, flint arrow points, Ui^ce heaif 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 



mod oattiQff Implements of stone and oop - 
per. beads of bone and copper, and other 
forms the ases of «etiicti are not yet 
known, isaboat one thousand. We have 
traoioKs on cloth tbe size of nature of 8<z 
rook loscrtDttOQS in Ohio, that were made 
by the red man, which are rade symbols, 
no doabt havlDf^ a meaoiofr. bat do not 
appear to be oontinaoas records of events. 
Tbey Rive very little loformatlon of an 
historical character, bat relate priacipallv 
to personal a£f iirs, messages to friends, or 
the fancy sketches of idle hoars, 

OFFICBBS 01* THB BOCIBTT, 

Prpsident— Oharles Whittlesey. 

Vice President— J^ H. Salisbary and B. 
Sterling. 

Secretary—C. 0. Baldi^in. 

Treasarer— S. Williamson. 

Librarian— Mrs. M. Miiford. 

LpRalTrusteef— William Bingham, J, P. 
Bishop, George WiUey. 

GOBATOnS BLBCTIYB. 

Term expires in 1875-0. 0. Baldwin. 
Miis MaryO. Brayton.C. T. Sherman. 

Term expires in 187»— Joseph Perkins. 
Obarles Whittlesey, John W. Allen. 

Term expirflH in 1877— J. H. A. Bone, 
Mrs. George WiUey, H. N. Johnson. 

PBBMANENT CUBATOBS, 

W J Board man .Tames Barnett 

William Blnsham H MOhapia 
B A. Stanard. 



RBSIDBKT 

Horace Kelly 
A G Coifreli 
O O Bildvvin 
L E Holden 
H B Tattle 
A W Fairbanks 
James J Tracy 
Gi»n Willey 
P H Babcook 
Joseph Perkins 
Abira Cobb 
Alvab Bradley 
8 V Harkness 
T 8 Beokwith 
J li Wade 
B P Wdde 
Dudley Baldwin 
OolKste Hoyt 
Wm Ohisholm 



UFE MBHBEBS. 

Amos Townsend 
Silas M Stone 
W 8 Chamberlain 
Wm S Otis 
J HSarKont 
U A Harvey 
L<H>nard Oase 
H M Uhapin 
^issLT Guilford 
Miss M E lofiersol 
Miss 8 L Andrews 
Alfred E Buell 
Doufflas Perkins 
Jacob B Perkins 
Joseph Perkins, Jr 
L Lewis Perkins 
Peter &i Hitchook 
D W Cross 
Cleve C Hale 



W S Streator 
T M Kelley 
C F Glasser 
S L Mather 
T P Handy 
Geo Mvgatt 
RPRanoey 
Wm Collins 
O A Chllds 
J P Bishop 
H. G Blossom 
H P Weddell 
J EDevereux 

OA 



J D Rockefeller 
Mrs Kred JadioB 
John Brwin 
John W Allen 
John Todd 
Wm J Gordnn 
Charles O Soott 
E P Morgan 
NOBaldfvia 
J H Sallebury 
W J BoarHman 
Kirr.land K Gutter 
HN Johnson 
Brooks. 



IiIFB MBMBBB3 KON-BBSIDBNTS. 

Kent Jarvls, Jr., Masaillon, Stark ooan- 
ty.O. 

Judge Eben N'ewton, Canfleld, Mahoning 
county, O. 

Judge VtT. G. Lane, Sandusky, O. 

Hon. R W. Tayler, TouDgatowo, O. 

Hon. Wm. Henry Smith, Chicago, HI, 

Benson J. Lossing, L. li. D., Dover 
Plains, N. t. 

General L. V. Bierce, Akron, O. 

TUeodatus Garilck, M. D., Bedford, O. 

Jared P. Kirtland, L. L. D., Rookport, O. 

Hon. J . A. Garfield, Hiram, O. 

CoL Geo. T. Perkins, AKron, O. 

Hon. James Monroe, Oberlin, O, 

Total 76. 

ANNUAL MBMBBBS BB9TDBNT AND KON* 
BBSIDBNT. 



Lyman Little 
M O Tounglove 
J S Kingsland 
William Bingham 
B R Beavis 
James Farmer 
8 N Sanford 
J W Tvler 
ColGH Carlton, U 

S A 
John N Frazee 
Chas Bill 
James Barnett 
Miss Mary G Bray- 
ton 
J D Cleveland 



Wm L Cutter 
8 C Green 
Harvey Rice 
B A Stanard 
J C Sexton 
WC B itichardson 
Jas W Lee 
Benj Harrington 
Uhas T Sberman 
David L King, Ak« 

ron 
A Stone, Jr 
L Austin 
Jehu Bralnerd, 

Washington, DO 



PAID IN ADVANCB. 

Natban H. Winslow. Boffaio, to 1882. 
U. 0. Carlton. Cleveland, to 1878. 
Chas. A. Otis, Cleveland, te 1884. 
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BATTLE OF FKEISIH TOWN, 1813— MA40R CRAlfi ON LAKE BRIE, 

1782— WHITE MEN AS SCALPERS— C^EOAR if BEH 

GENERAL HVTCHINS. 



LBTTSR FROM REV. THOMAS p. DUDLEY. 

Lexington, Ky., Oct. 30th, 1870. 

A. T. GkKximan, Secretaiy W. R. H. S. 

My Dear SiRt— There is another reminis- 
cence of the War of 1812-15 which may not be 
uninteresting, if y ou have not heretofore been 
advised of it. Wnen theprisoners taken after 
the battles at French Town, on the River 
Raisin, reached **New Arch," now called 
**NiaKara" opposite to Fort Niagara on the 
American side of Ntagara river, they were 
all paroled, officers and men, except General 
Winchester, Colonel Lewis, and Major Madi- 
son who were detained, and sent to Quebec, 
where they remained in captivity for some 
eighteen months after our captivity, 
a part of the time confined in 
prison. In the spring of 1813 two reeiments 
of Kentucky troops the one commanded by 
myimole. Col. Wm. Dudley, the other by 
CoL Wm. E. Boswell) under the command of 
Gten. Green Clay, were ordered to reinforce 
Gten. Harrison at Fort Meiga Col. Dudley's 
reeiment was ordered to land on the onposite 
side of the Maumee river, opposite Fort Meigs, 
and to spike the cannon in a battery, worked 
by the British and to retreat to the bank of 
the river, under the guns of Fort Meigs. 
When Col. Dudley's regiment had succeeded 
in driving the enemy from the battery and 
spiking th^ir cannon, his men could not be 
restrained from the pursuit of the enemy. 
The result was thatCol. Dudley and many of 
his mea were killed ; many more taken prison- 
ers, and a few of them retreated to the river, 
and reached the fort. This was called Dudlev ' s 
defeat. The following fall Gk>vemor Shelby 



raised a large number of volunteon, and joined 
Gen. Harrison at Fort Meigs, and after Oog- 
han's viotoiy at Lower Sandusky, and Perry^s 
victory on Lake Erie, pursued the enemy to 
Detroit and into Canada, following them up. 
the river Thames, where the battle of the 
Thames was fought, in which Col. R. M.* John- 
son and others were wounded, and the 
British army under command of the infamous 
General Proctor, word captured. Proctor and 
some of his officers escaping, Tne officers who 
were captured at the Thames includino^ Major 
Muir, (who had released me from Induui cap- 
tivity at Detroit, and Lieutenants Hale and 
Watson who hao invited me to mess with them 
while in the Fort at Detax)it, during my stay 
there) were brought to Fiankfort, Kentackyy 
my then residence, as prisoners of war, where* 
they remained several months durilig a pari of 
which time time they were confined in the pen- 
itentiary, in retaliation for the confinement of 
General Winchester^ Colons Lewis, Major 
Madison and others m British prisons. When 
the order came to imprison the British prison- 
ers at PYankf ort, I approached Governor Shel- 
by and urged that Major Muir should be al- 
lowed the town on parole, as he had shown the 
spirit of a man and soldier in alleviatzing the 
sufferings of the American prisoners taken' et 
Raisin. Major Muir, however, declined ac^^ 
cepting the favor, suggesting that it might tend 
to his prejudice at home, inad the privilege 
of visiting the British prisoners frequency, . 
while in !^*ankf ort, and was gratMed to show 
them such kindness as was consistent with thdi»> 
circumstances. Allow me to bear testimony 
to the honorable bearing and soldieriy conduct 
of another British officer. While on the march 
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from Saadwioh to ' <New Arch. ' ' now called 
Niagara, opposite to Fort I^iagara on the 
American side of the river, and on the night 
previous to our reaching the latter place, I 
came to a hotel at Eleven Mile Creek, now 
called St Catherines, in advance of the 
officers who had accompanied us, where we 
found a number of our prisoners who had pre- 
ceded us on foot About 8 o'clock two officenL 
who proved to be Major Merritt of the British 
dragoons, and his son, lieut Merrittu of the 
same batalion. came up. Mador Merritt inquired 
in a stentorian voice, '^Ib there not here 
a Mr. Dudley, a wounded prisoner of warf 
Some one replied in the amrmative. Which 
is he? he said. He was pointed to where I sat, 
my pulse was greatly quickened, not know- 
ing what miflfortune was about to over- 
tale me after so many dangers and so 
much suffering. He however approached 
me, and said, Sir, you must go home with 
me. I replied I can't gc. I have suffered 
much with my wound the past day. and feel 
like resting very soon. He rejoined, saying, I 
have a comfortable carryall, and a good span of 
horses, and only live abova two miles from 
hera I said I ao not want to leave my trav- 
eling companion, Dr. Overton. He asked 
which is he. I p«inted to him, the Major 
then said, he must go too. 

We assented, luidina very short time we 
reached his residence, where we found a com- 
fortable fire, and most hospitable family, com- 
posed of the Major, his wife, son and grown 
up daughter, after partaking of an excellent 
supper, we were seated around the fire, when 
the Major said to me, ' 'Please give us an ac- 
count ef your two be^es on the Biver Raisin, 
your capture, the massacre of the prisoners by 
the Tnnians, and what subsequently tooK 
place. ' ' I proceeded to give a detail, pretty 
much at length, which kept us up until twelve 
or one o'clock m the morning, when we re- 
tired to our lodging room. Barly the foliow- 
ing morning I reminded the Major of his prom- 
ise to brine us back early that meming that 
we might join our officers whom we had left 
in the rear on the previous evening. I will, 
said he, on one provisa Again my heart beat 
quicker, not knowing what was yet to befall 
us. I quickly inquired: What is that? and was 
relieved by the remark, *'lf your officers wOl 
come and dine with me to-day. and you accom- 
^ pany them. ' ' I readily assented, when he re- 
turned us to the hotel . The Kentucky officers, 
(prisoners, ) soon arrived, and on being intro- 
duced to wem, he Invited them to dine at his- 
house, which invitation they accepted. I 
left the room to see about the carryall 
which had brou|g[ht me there, and found 
it was about to proceed to Fort George. 
Maj. Merrit approached me and said, vour of- 
ficers have agreed to dine with me and I claim 
your promise. I replied, the carryall which 
Drougnt me here, is about to proceed, and if I 
do not go in it I shall be deprived of apassage, 
and I am not in a condition to walk. He quick- 
ly rejoined '*that shall be no excuse, I will 
take you to New Arch in my own carryall after 
dinner. ' ' After partaking of a most sumptu- 
ous and elegant dinner, we took leave or the 
h ospi t a b le and kind ftoiily, and proceeded to 



New Arch, where I was once more delighted 
to see the much loved flag of the United States 
thrown to thebreeoe on Fort Niagara, on the 
opposite side of the river, and where I parted 
with the soldierly and hospitable Major. After 
my return and the dose of the war, I heard 
from the family, and that they still recollected 
me. Passing through Canada in the summer 
of 1865 I inquired for the family and learned 
that they had all passed awa> but Sir William 
M^ntt, the prelector of the WellandCanaL 

How, or by what means Major Merritt had 
heard of me, and was induced to show so muck 
kipdness, I have been unable to learn. If you 
shall find anything in the foregoing sketch 
which will interest your society, and be of 
any service, I shall be gratified. The good 
book says, ' 'Ingratitude isas the sin of witch- 
craft. ' ' I wish to make this public acknowl- 
edgment to the family and friends of those 
who showed me so much MnHnflaf when I so 
much needed it 

lam, very respectfully,_your most obedient, 

T^OS. P. DUDIiKT. 

HOBA.OB NTS TO OOLONEL lOHABOD NTS, AT 
MABIBTTiu 

Ubbana, Ohio, Sept 28, 1812. 
DxAB Sm— I have written you before, sev- 
eral times, but have received not a line from 
Marietta, exoept from Anselm, since I left 
that The articles I sent for were received in 
good order. General Tupper left this yester- 
day on a secret expedition; he will command 
the mounted forces which Harrison intended 
co^nmanding in person. All mounted, say ten 
or eleven hundred. Harrison has selected him 
for the command in preference to the other 
commanders ; it will be a tour of some danger, 
and will be determined in eight or ten days. 
I wished to accompany him, out they would 
not consent As to tne troops at this place, I 
have the most of the trouble of keeping them 
in order, which is not small, being quartered 
in town many of them (for the want of 
tents), but a fuU supply will be in this 
monung from Newport with what we had 
before. There will likewise be a supply of 
other articles of camp equipage, but many of 
the troops are very poorly dad, and no 
posibility of getting any of account here. 
Should any person procure a laige supply of 
shoes, SOCKS, thick pantaloons, vests, hunting 
shirts, coarse shirts, etc, they would find im 
mediate sale for any quantity, at a high price 
for cash. Shoes and socks particularly, are 
not to be had It you hadanundred or two 
on hand, it would nearly pay a man for pack- 
ing them to this place or further. Peire wish- 
ed to come here. 1 wrote to him and expected 
him here before this, but I have not heard 
from him. Should he yet be out of business. I 
think he had better purchase all such articles 
with anvthing else that is wanted for clothing 
and make a load for this place or where ever 
the Army may be. I could if I were atliberty 
make money as fast as one could wish, with a 
small capital--calico shirts would soon be sold. 
Harrison Ib now at St. Marys, with the Ken- 
tucky troops, which came in last, with some of 
the mrst— a party have proceeded down the 
Miami opposite the lake, as far as Fort Defi- 
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ance. General Harrison will proceed in a few 
days to join the Pennsylvania troops, and those 
from Ohio of Wadsworth's Division, in order 
to hurry them on, with alarge train of Artil- 
lery from Pittsburg. General Winchester will 
have in his advance command those troops West 
of us, wliich will be pushed on to the Rapids, 
from St. Mary's. 1?hose troops at this place, 
will join them at that place, by Hull's route. 
The detachment will consist of the Virginia 
troops new on their march to this place, fifteen 
himored strong and about one thousand from 
this State. 

There are besides of Ohio troops now veith 
Harrison 850, exclusive of those mounted for 
a short time. The whole army when collected 
will exceed ten thousand men. Provision is 
only plenty in this part of the State, and those 
who have lumished for Hull's army as far as 
the rapids before and are now contractors for 
Government, say there will be no difficulty 
in furnishing during the winter, as that 
will be the best time. The Bntiui have but ; 
few troops at Detroit, say 60. The Indians 
have beseiged Fort Harrison, but the accounts 
from that quarter (as well as from all others) 
are contradictory, some say they are 1500 



strong, but it is not believed. They de- 
stro ved all the property within their reach at 
Fort Wavne, before Harrison came up, but fled 
inunediately on his approach. There were but 
three men killed at that place, and those were 
out of the Fort. There nave been no depreda-' 
tions of the Indians on this part of the frontier 
since I came ; there were several persons killed 
cm the heads of the Muskingum, and several 
Indians pidd the forfeit. The inhabitants are 
daily calling for arms from the trontier. 
There have many been sent. Mr. Gilmore, 
from Granville, who was with HuU, is now 
here for arms ; he takes one hundred with him 
for that part of the frontier. There have been 
several Indian towns destroyed, and all will 
be that are hostile, within two hundred miles 
ofthisbetore winter. The Kentucky troops 
want discipline as well as our own—ours have 
the name of being the best that has ever been 
in this part of the country— I mean Militia. 

I have written in haste, as Mr. Kinhead, by 
whom I intend sending this to Chillicothe, starts 
immediately; there is no post from here to 
Chillicothe, except by the w^y of ZanesviUe. 
HoRAOB Nye. 



CLEVELAND IN THE WAR OF THE REVOLUTION. 



Isaac Craig, Esq. , of Alleghany City, re- 
cently addr^eed a letter to the JPresident of 
this Society, with the request for assist- 
ance in recovering a silver spoon which 
Mrs. Charles Carpenter found on the beach of 
the Lake near Rocky River, many years shice. 
The lettering on this spoon was reported to be 
"I C. , * * which Mr. Craig suspected might 
have stood for the initials of his grandfather. 
Major Isaac Craig, of the Revolutionary Army. 

He represented what had not been known 
here, that Major Craig was ordered to this 
place toward the close of the war by General 
Irvine, who was in command at Fort Pitt. 
The importance of tne mouth of the Cuyahoga 
in a military sense had attracted the attention 
of the Gk>vemment. It was suspected that the 
English, who held Detroit and Lake Erie, 
were about to establish a post here. A brief 
biography of Major Craig nas been printed by 
his descendants for private circulation, from 
which what relates to this daring reconnois- 
sanoeis given below. Mrs. Carpenter, who 
now resides at Eelley Island, very promptly 
sent the spoon to the Historical Room for ex- 
amination. 

An account of the circumstances under 
which it was found will before long be publish- 
ed. The lettering is not '*L C" but clearly 
'a. G" which dissipates the hopes oflfr. 
Craig, Probably this spoon is a relic of Col 
Braokre^ts' expedition which met with a dis- 
aster in October 1761 on the spot where it was 
found. Among his oflEloers were lieut. Coaser 



and Ensign Camoran, to one of whom the 
spoon may have belonged. 

OEN. mVINB'S OBDEBS TO MAJOB OBAia. 

FOBT PrPT, Nov. nth, 1782. 
Sm:— I have received intelligence through 
various channels, that the British have ertab- 
lished a post at Lower Sandusky, and also in- 
formation that it is suspected they intend 
erectmg one at either Cuyahoga Creek or 
Grand River. (Fbirport). But as these ac- 
counts are not from persons of military knowl- 
edge, nor to be fuUv relied upon in any partic- 
uliur. and I am anxious to have the f^icts well 
estaolished; you will therefore proceed with 
Lieutenant Rose, my aid-de-camp, and six 
active men, in order to reconnoiter tnese two 
places, particular Cuyahoga. As your party 
IS so small, you will use every precautions 
avoid being discovered, which service I expect 
you will be able to perform, as they will 
probably be relaxed in discipline at this ad- 
vanced season of the year. When you have 
reconnoitered these posts (if any) you may try 
to take a prisoner, provided it can be done 
without much risque of losing any of your 
party; which must be gpiarded agamst atidl 
events, as it Ib not your business to come 
to action. My reasons for allowing you 
so smaU a party, being to avoid discovery. I 
know your zeal will excite you to go lengths, 
perhaps even beyond your judgment, in order 
to effect the purposes of your excursion. But, 
notwithstanding my earnest desire to obtain 
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accurate accounts of the matters mentioned 
herein, you will please to keep in view that I 
am extremely soficitous that every man may 
bo brought back safe, and that one man falling 
into the nandi of the enemy may not only ruin 
your whole present business, but also prevent 
future discovery. 

As it may be necessary for you to detach or 
separate from Mr. Rose, it will be proper for 
you to give him a certified copy of this order. 

lam, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
Wm. Ibvine, B. GenL 

Major Craig. 

BXTRAOT FBOM THB PRIVATBLY PRINTED LIFE 
OF MAJOR ISAAC CRAIO. 

* /In November. 1782, (reneral Irvine received 
intelligence that the British had established a 
military post at Sandusky, and were about to 
establish one either at Cuyahoga or Grand 
River ; he therefore issued an order to Major 
Craig, dated November 11th, 1783, to 
te^e with him the Gteneral's aid, Lieutenant 
Rose, and six active men, and proceed to Cuy- 
f^ogaand Grand Rivers, and espcially the 
former place, to ascertain whether any such 
attempts were making by the enemy. This 
order is eloquent in uriering Major Craig to be 
cautious ana not to be stimulated by his zeal for 
the service, to venture too far, and concludes 
by saying ' 'one man faUing into the hands of 
the enemy, may not only ruin your whole 
present business, but also prevent future dis- 
covery. * ' 

The Major, with his party, started on their ex- 
pedition, on the 13th of November, taking with 
them one horse, with a supply oi provisions: 
they cToeaed Big Beaver River at its mouth, and 
Little Beaver some distance above its mouth, 
and thence proceeded in a direction south of 
west, as if bound for the Indian town at the 
forks of the Muskingum, pursuing that course 
until night, and wen turned directly north, 
and trayeled all night in that direction. 
This was done to mislead and elude the pur- 
suit of the Indians, who may have followed 
them. When they arrived, as they suppoeed, 
within a days march of the Cuyahoga, they 
left (me man with the extra provisions. It 
was tiie intention upon rejoining this man, to 
have taken a fresh supply of provisions, and 
then proceed to examme the mouth of the 
Grand river ; one of the points which the enemy 
was reported to have in view. General Irvine, 
in his instructions, had treated it as a point of 
less importance than the Cuyahoea, but yet 
worthy of attention. The weather proved 
very unfavorable after the separation; the 
Major, with his pfuiy, was detained beyond 
the oppointed time, and the soldier with the 
horse nad disappeared, so that when they 
reached the designated place, weary and haif 
famished, they found no relief , and had before 
them a journey of more than one hundred 
miles, tnrough a hostile wilderness. The ex- 
amination of Grand river had of course to be 
abandoned, and the party was compelled to 



hasten back to Fore Pitt The travel back 
was laborious and painful, the weatl^er being 
tempestuous and variable. The party pur- 
sued the most direct course homeward. Be- 
fore they reached the Connequenessing, 
near aHout, as Major Craig thoug^ht 
where Old Harmony now stands, the weather 
became extremely cold, and they found that 
stream froron over, but the ice not sufficiently 
firm to bear the weight of a man. The fol- 
lowing expedient was then resorted to as the 
best the circumstances allowed: A. large fire 
was kindled on the northern bank of the Con- 
nequenessing, and when it was burning freely, 
the party stripped off their clothes ; one man 
took a heavy Diudgeon in his hands to break 
the way while each of the others followed with 
portions of the clotning, and arms in one 
hand, and a fire-brand in the other. Upon 
reaching the southern bank of the stream, 
these brands were jdaced tocher and a brlsK 
fire soon raised, by which the party dressed 
themselves and then resumed their toilsome 
march. Upon reaching the Cranberry plains 
they were delight to find encamped there a 
hunting party, consisting of Captain Uriah 
Springer and other officers, and some soldiers 
from the fort. There, of course, they were 
welcomed and kindly treated, and arrived at 
the fort on the evening of the second of 
December. 

* *The report of Major Craig was that there 
was no sign of occupancy at the mouth of the 
Cuyahoga.'* 

LLUUTENANT ROSE. 

* *The history of this young officer is some- 
what entertaining. He was a Russian noble- 
man by birth— was engaged in a duel, and had 
to fly from his native land. He possessed high 
endowments, and genteel manners, and upon 
his arrival here, received an appointment as 
assistant surgeon in the army. Gfeneral Irvine, 
who was a physician, perceived that he was a 
gentleman m "his manner, but awkward as a 
surgeon, and offered him a situation as an aid 
de camp, which he at once accepted, and dis- 
charged its duties with ability and fidelity. 
After the war he returned to Russia, and many 
years later Qen. Irvine's son received a letter 
from him, teeming with expressions of grati- 
tude for the kindness of the General, and 
signed by * *Baron de Rosendolphe. ' ' Dr. Ir- 
vine, a son of the General, informed me that 
the Baron was subsequently appointed Field 
Marshall of the Province of Livonia, (harden, 
in his * * Anecdotes of the Revolution, ' ' vol. 
II. , gives a very favorable notice of Lieutenant 
Rose.'* 

Note. —Lieut. Rose was sent by General Ir- 
vine, as his representative with the ill-fated 
expedition of Col. Crawford against the San- 
dusky villages in June, 1782. He was fortu- 
nate enough to escape the clutches of the sava- 
ges, and to make a good military record. See 
Butterfield's History of Crawford's expedi* 
tion.; 
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BY COL. CHABLBS WHITTL.BSET. 

The j»uctice of taking liuman scalps as 
trophies of war originated with the Korth 
American Indians; but there are numerous 
instances on record in this country where it 
was adopted by white men . In other countries 
there have been war customs equaUy* crueL but 
with no other people has this special moae of 
mutilating and insulting the dead ever been 
practiced. In Central A.m^ca, among the 
Aztecs, Toltecs, and Ma^as^ it was not known, 
nor among the Peruvians. No people are 
more ferocious than the primitive inhabitants 
of Africa and Asia, but I Imow of no instances 
where they scalped their dead enemies. 

There are many nations making pretentions 
to civilization, who have been equally savage 
towards prisoners of war ; but nave adoptea 
other modes of cruelty, little more refined. 
Samuel the Judge, and ruler of Israel, hewed 
the captive Philistine King Agag, in pieces 
with his own hands. Hector essayed to cut off 
the head of Patroclus at the risk of ' his own 
Ufe. 

There are pictorial representations extant 
in the Etruscan tombs where the Trojan pris- 
oners are being led bound and naked, with 
ropes around their necks, into the presence 
of Agamemnon. Their limbs are 
lacerated and bleeding. Ajaz has 

one by the hair, while Achilles 
is cutting; the throat of another. The Em- 
peror Trajan about the time of Christ treated 
the Dacians, whom he conquered in a mar- 
ner equally revolting to us. Attheseigeof 
Alesia in Gra,ul. Vercingetorix and a large num- 
ber of his soldiers, voluntarily gave them- 
selves up to Julius Caesar. Alter exhibiting 
them in triumph through the camp he made 
slaves of the men, and put Vercingetorix to 
death. Still later, when William the Con- 
querer Invaded England, his soldiers disfig- 
ured the corpses of Ilarold'smen after the bat- 
tle of Hastincrs. 

Recently discovered slabs of gypsum at 
Nineveh with written and hieroglyphical in- 
scriptions now in the British Museum show 
how prisoners of wai were treated by Sardon- 
apolus and Sennacherib. A scribe took an ac- 
count of the number of heads of those slain in 
battle as they were brought to the tent of the 
victor. The captive leader was beheaded in 
the presence of his captor. Generals and other 
officers had their tongues cut out, their 
hair and beards plucked out, and were cut, 
beaten, flayed alive and tortured generally 
very much as North American Inoians do. 
This is done on the day and field of battle, 
their carcases being left unburied. Tamerlane 
the Tartar cut off the heads of 90,000 
Persians, making a ghastly pile 



of Bagdad. 



gates 
Indians are theref<H'e 



of them at the 
The North American 
not alone in the infliction of mental ajid bodily 
torture upon their enemies, though they have a 
hideous and bloody way of doing it. Before 
the advent of white people, their knives or 
cutting implements were made of flint or other 
hard stone. The edges were roueh and eaw- 
Uke, tearing rather than cutting the flesh. To 
kill an enemy and not recover his scalp is to- an 
Indian a perpetual disgrace. For this puroose 
he ceases fighting in the midst of battle. With 
one hand ne seizes the scalp-lock, places his 
foot on the neck of his foe, whether living or 
dead, aad cuts a circular incision dextrously 
around the crown of the head. If he cannot 
then jerk the scalp from the skull, he seizes it 
with both hands or his teeth, piuls it off in- 
stantly, and raises it aloft witn a yell of tri- 
umph. 

I am now to give some instances where white 
men have perpetrated this bloody practice up- 
on the red. 

Beforewemoralize too closely upon it, we 
should reflect that war is everywhere a m<Mrtal 
strife, the first ob;ject being the most rapid and 
thorough destruction of our enemies. Indian 
war is usually more the work of individuals 
than of organized masses. The red warrior 
requires some evidence of his success, and none 
is more covenient or convincing than the scalp 
of his f o«« 

Our ancestors who undertook to people North 
America, did so in defiance of the Indian occu- 
pants. . Perpetual war was the necessary con- 
sequence. If the success of those settlements, 
and the: displacement of the wUd tribes, had 
not been in accordance with the will of GJod, 
the feeble white element, surrounded by so 
numerous a body of savages, must soon have 
been extiipateo. It was necessary for the 
whites, not only to defend themselves, 
but to become aggressive ; and to 
succeed in this they must largeAj 
adopt the Indians mode of warfare. Skulk- 
ing through swamps, and thickets, around the 
new settlements, the red man selected his 
victim, whom he killed and instantly scalped. 
With the stealth of a wild animal ne came, 
and fied to his distant \ivigwam with his trophy. 
The bold pioneers soon became adepts in this 
mode of warfare, and as in everytning else, 
their intelligence enabled them to outdo the 
barbarian. They went out sinriy or in squads, 
to hunt their red enemies, as Boone and Ken- 
ton did, in after years. Both parties held 
their lives cheap^ and by common usage the 
scalp was a legitimate trophy. 

In this state of affairs, it was a natural and 
sensible plaUy'^to encourage those who had an 
inclination for such adventures. lake all other 
hunts, the scalp was conclusive evidence of 
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Besidet the bounty which was of 
tmall account with these old ' * Leather Stock- 
ings, ' ' they relished the exquisite romance of 
a chase for men, and. in addition ta this a pa- 
triotic pleasure in defending their brethren and 
their families. 

In the colony of Ck>nneticut, according to 
the *' Public Records'' for 1706-16, (Hoadley 
page 167) will be found the following state- 
ment. ' ' On account of the continueaannoy- 
ance of the frontier, particularly in the neigh- 
boring county of Hampshire, by skulkmg 
parties of our enemy. Indians and 
French, the ''Ck>mmittee of War" for the 
county of Hartford, is empowered to employ 
four or fire EagUshmen, and "com- 
missionate them" to lead a party of Indian 
scouts, not exceeding sixty, at the charue of 
the colony, and supply them with ammunition 
•ndTOovinons. 

''The said scouting oompanv shall receive 
out of the public treasury of this colony, for 
each Indian scalp of the enemy which they 
shall bring to said committee, the sum of ten 
pounds, to be equally shared amongst them. ' ' 

QoTemor Dinwiddle, of Virginia, writing to 
the Board of Trade in Deceinber, 1752, says, 
' the Indians havededared to our traders that 
the French promised to give them one hun- 
dred crowns (about tSOVtor every white scalp 
they bring tnem. ' ' This was done by the 
commandant at Detroit, on the authority of 
the Governor General of Canada. For Georee 
Croghan and James Lowrey, the Pennsylvama 
traders, they offered a l^gher price. The 
Governor of Virginia retaliated by offering a 
tempting bounty on the scalps of Frenchmen. 

Major Rogers, a prominent officer of the 
French war (journal pages 18 and 14) states 
that the French on Lake Champlain paid the 
Indians sixty livres ^bout$12) for the scalps 
of Englishmen. 

A h&tory of Luzerne countv, Pa. , recently 
published by Stewart Pease, Esq;, ofWilkes- 
barre, affirms that Thomas and John Penn, as 
Governors of the Ck>lony, offered bounties 
for Delaware scalps, and that Governor Mor- 
ris In 1756, proclaimed that he would pay $180 
for each Indian scalp, and $150 for prisoners. 
At page 123. he states that the Governor of 
Canada in the revolutionary war, paid the 
Senecas of New York for ten hundred and 
fifty scalps, taken from the heads of Ameri- 
cans on that frontier. 

In 1844 1 spent an evening wich Benjamin 
Stites, jr., of Madisonville. Ohio, the son of 
Benjamin Stites, who settled at Columbia, 
near Cincinnati, in 1788. Benjamin junior 



was then a boy. but soon crew to be a woods- 
man and an Indian flghteri Goin^f over the in- 
cidents of the pioneer days, he said the settlers 
of Columbia, agreed to pay ($80) thirty dol- 
lars in trade for eveiy Indian scalp. He re- 
lated an instance of a man who received a 
mare for a scalp, under this arrangement. 
The frontier men of those times spoke of 
* ^hunting Indians, ' ' as they would of nuntinfi[ 
wolves, bears, or any other wild <«nimal. I 
met another old man, who then lived near 
Covington, on the Kentucky side of the Ohiu, 
who said he had often gone alone up the val- 
ley of the Miami on a hunt for scalps. With 
most of these Indian hunters, the bounty was 
a minor consideration. The natred of the red 
man was a much stronger motive. 

William James in 1818 published at Lon- 
don, fijugland, an account of the war 
of 1812-15, in the Qnited States. He pos- 
sessed very few of the qualities of an historian, 
and wrote for the single purpose of injuring 
the American Gk>veminent and its army. On 
paee 188, voL 1, he quotes from what purports 
to be a newspaper publidied at Pittsmirg, the 
following adverasement : 

"PiTTSBUEO, May 17th, 1791. 
''We. the subscribers, encouraged by a 
large subscription, do propose to pay ($100) one 
hundred dollars for every hostile Indian scalp, 
with both ears, if it be taken between this date 
and the 15th day of June next, by an inhabit- 
ant of All»ghany county. . 

[Signed] "Geobqs WAiiUS, 
' ' RoBBBT Elliott, 
"William Ambebson, 
* ' Adamson Townhili^ 
' * William WnlkniB, jr. , 
"John Ibvinb. *' 
I have no means of verifying the accuracy of 
this quotation. 

It is reported that early in the war of 1812, 
the Parliament House of Toronto, Canada, was 
ornamented by a scalp placed over the speaker 's 
chair. There is no question but members of 
the expeditions against the Indianr of the 
Northwest, from 1790 to and including those 
of the war of 1812, indulge in the practice of 
scalping. 

At the battle of the Thames in October, 1813, 
not Tecumseh alone' but many of his red war- 
riors, lost their scalp looks, which found their 
way into Kentucky. 

the records of border history, from the days 
of King Phillip to this hour, are witnesses that 
each party who engai^ed in the frontier death 
struggles, had sta&d his scalp on the result. 
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Gboobaph£r of the United States, 1778, 1789. 



An office was created by the Continental 
Ck>ngreBS about the middle of the Tevolntion, 
called the ' 'Geographer of the United States. ' > 
Its purpose is not now fully understood, but 
appears at first to have been military. The 

fovemment and especially the arm]^, needed a 
ureau of charts and of geographical knowl- 
edge, such as all dvilized govemments hare; 
bui of which it was then destitute. 

At the opening of the American rebellion 
Thomas Hutchins of the colonv of New Jersey, 
was a captain in the Sixtieth rc^gimentof 
foot, whicn was raised in the colonies, form- 
ing one of the battalliojis known as 
the ' 'Royal Americans. ' ' This regiment 
constitute^ pcurt of Ck>l. Bouquet's command 
in the ezpeoitions of 1763 and 1764, into the 
I Ohio country against the Indians who liyed 
upon the Muskmgum river. Hutchins appears 
, to have been a well educated man. Bouquet 
J made him engineer to the expedition, and in 
I pursuanceof this duty he surveyed and meas- 
ured the route day by day, after it moved west 
of Pittsburg. He was one of those frontier 
characters who combine fearlessness, intelli- 
gence and a love of adventure, of whom there 
were at that time quite a number in the British 
army. Hutchins kept a journal of the march, 
witn a map of the route showing the position 
of each encampment, which was published at 
Philadelphia in 1765, bv the historian of the 
expedition, the Rev. Wm. Smith, of Philadel- 
phia, while in the Ohio country he 
conceived the plan of settling it by notary 
colonies, as the best mode of securing peace 
with the Indians. The scheme was at the same 
time briUiant and practical. 

At the outbreak of the Revolution Captain 
Hutchins was in London, where he was soon 
afterwards suspected by the British agents of 
being in communication with B«a jamin Frank- 
lin at Paris. He was put in prison, and his 
fortime, amounting to about $40,000, con- 
fiscated. In 1778 he succeeded in reaching 
Savannah, in QeorptLy and was soon after 
made * ^Geographer"' to the Confederaltion. 
There is very little information in regard to 
f his functions until the new government had 
acl^ved its independence; and in 1784 ac- 
quired title to the western lands. By the or- 
dinance of May dOth, 1785, the geographer 
is directed to commence the survey 
of government lands on the nortn 
side of the Ohio river where the west line of 
Pennsylvania should cross the same. An east 



ana west base line was to be ran from thenoe 
westerly through the territory, which Mr, 
Hutchins was required to superintend in per- 
son, and to take the latitude of certain promi- 
nent points; especially the mouths of rivers. 
Longitude on land was not then attainable, for 
want of proper instruments. 

To that day, the surveys of all countries had 
been made on a base line determined arbitrari- 
ly by roads, rivers, mountains, or coasts. The 
most simple of all modes, that of north and 
south and east and west Unes, had never entered 
the minds of mathematicians; or if 
it had, had never been reduced to 
practice. The plan provided for In 
the ordinance of 1785, is no doubt the 
invention of Mr. Hutchins, which was fore- 
shadowed in his scheme for military settle- 
ments, promulgated in 1765. 

By this original mode of layins^ out land, the 
towiiship lines were to be run m squares, on 
the true meridian, six miles apartf and at 
right angles, east and west, pcmsdlel to the 
equator. Within these squares the lots or sec- 
tions are laid out, also in squares, thirty- six in 
number, of one mile on a side, each containing 
640 acres. All our government lands have 
been surveyed on that plan, from that day to 
this. Eacn section and township througnout 
this vast space is so marked as to 
be distinguished from any other. Wherev- 
er the comer ana witness trees 
are standing, ^Hioet^er visits them can 
at once determine the latitude and longi- 
tude of his position, and the distance ^m each 
base and meridian line. 

Hutchins, as geographer, had power to ap- 
point surveyors, who were first to run the 
lines of seven ranges of townships, next west 
of the Pennsylvanu bne, from tne Ohio river 
to the 41 St parallel north latitude. It 
was accomplisned daring the years 1786-7, 
amone hostile Indians, who, notwithstanding 
the umd had been ceded to the Unitea 
States, were wholly opposed to the occupa- 
tion by white men. Col. Harmar's bat* 
taUion, stationed on the Ohio and Alleghany 
rivers, was required to do duty in the woods 
as a guard with the sm veyors. Otherwise the 
lines could not have been run. 

While Hutchins was zealously engaged in 
this work, having his office at Httsburg, Pa. , 
he was called away from it by death early in 
tiie year 17S8. Tlie oiBoe of geographer ex- 
pired with him. 
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Its duties were for a time transferred 
to the Treasury Department and eventually 
the oflace of * 'Surveyor General' * of the public 
lands was created. Very little is known of 
the private history of this modest patriot of 
the revolution. Probably he left no descend- 
ants. The office he held auring" nearly the en- 
tire existence of the Continental Coneress was 
a very important one, requiring a mgh order 
of mathematical talent, physical energy and 
personal courage. As the author of the 



now 
way 



best S3rstem of public surveys 
known his name should in some 
be made more conspicuous in our 
Even the place where his remains were inter- 
red, has passed into forgetfulness. From his 
first journey in Ohio with CoL Bouquet, he 
foresaw and predicted that it would become a 
populous country. He lived barely long 
enough to see his favorite scheme of coloniaa- 
tion, commenced at Marietta, by the soldjen 
of the revolution. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 



A 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 



CLEVELAND, OHIO. 



Ho. Twenty-Three— October, 1874. 



RELICS OF THE MOUND BUILDERS. 

BY C. C. BALDWIN, SECRETARY. 



In July, 1874, the Secretaiy of the West- 
em Reserve and Northern Ohio Historical 
Society brought with him from Memphis, 
Tennessee, a very valuable addition to the 
collection of relics now m the Society's mu- 
seum belonging to that mysterious race, the 
Mound Builders. 

. They are the generous gift of Colonel L. 
J. DuPre, editor of the Memphis Appeal^ a 
gentleman whose contributions in print and 
m manuscript couceming the first known 
inhabitaots of our coimtry are of absorbing 
interest. 

With one exception the mounds from which 
these articles were taken are located on Missis 
sippi River, about sixty miles below Memphis. 

Among them is a skull in good preserva- 
tion, showing at its base the marks of press- 
ure against a boara or other hard substance, 
producing a flat depression. The skull is 
said to have been taken from the bottom of 
a mound about forty or fifty miles be ow 
Memphis. * 

Among the contents of the mounds of this 
vicinity was a black baked basin, shaped 
much like a tin wash-basin, which contained 
a skull lying within it face upward. The 
material of the basin is similar to that of ttie 
black vessels hereinafter described, and the 
skull ^now in Memphis) is in a state of pre- 
servation similar to that donated to the soci- 
ety. Both skulls are of uncommon thick- 
ness and strength. 

The donation contains numerous speci- 
mens of pottery. Some of them are of 
brown clay baked and retaining its color, 
some of them are black throughout as if 
made of river mud. They are all mixed 
with pounded shells in the manner com- 
mon with the Mound Builders except No. 14. 
None of this pottery is glazed, although 



some of it is very smoothly and handsomely 
made and some pieces have a hard outside 
finish that appears something like glazing. 

No. 1 is a vase of handsome form, painted 
red and of smooth, hard s^.irface, nine inches 
in diameter, six and a half inches high to 
the shoulder. The mouth or spout is broken 
away, but may be guessed to have been like 
number three. 

No. 2 is a soft, black porous vessel, not 
far from round, about eight and one-half 
inches in diameter, five and three-fourths 
inches high to the spout, which is one and 
three-fourths inches wide, and of which 
about that length remains. This vessel was 
probably a water cooler, to which use it 
was by shape and structure well adapted. 

No. 8 is a vase of smooth, hard surface 
— striped in three colors, red, white and 
brown, about the size aiid shape of number 
one. There remains, however, the spout 
or top of the vase, striped, five inches long 
in diameter, at the lower end one and five- 
eights inches, at the upper end one-half inch 
aperture. The spout stood upon the top of 
the vase, and the whole resembled in shape 
some of the Peruvian vases, used for hold- 
ing fluids, and closed with a round stone 
used as a cork. 

This and number one are too smooth, 
sharp and regular in outline to have been 
formed with the hand. They were very 
likely moulded, and very nicely too, as the 
joints do not show. The inside shows the 
plain marks of fingers pressing the fine 
jrown clay against the moulds. The shells 
are pounded much finer in this and number 
one than in the others. 

No. 4 is an unbroken pot, five inches in 
diameter and five high, with a curved 
mouth two inches in diameter. It is made 
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of brown, hard baked clay, color stained by 
fire, and of close texture. 

No 5 was found with the skull already 
mentioned, and is a black vase six inches in 
diameter four and one half high, with a 
mouth two and three fourths inches across. 
The outline of this vase is quite sharp and 
graceful, showing good taste and skill. The 
material is hard. This and No. 4 both look 
as if they miffht have been used in cooking, 
although dif^ring much in form, color and 
material. 

No. 6 is four and a half inches in diameter, 
by four high and two across the mouth. It 
is of rouj^h potterjr and very nearly whole. 

No. 7 is a rare bit of pottery, black in ma- 
terial and color, well baked, pear shaped, 
with a round unprojecting mouth near the 
top. This vase is not whole. It shows that 
it was much thicker above the mouth with 
a protuberance, which perhaps had a hole 
through it for the purpose of suspending it 
to the side of tire room or cabin. 

Among the vases found in the locality of 
this, were some with small perforated ears, 
intended for suspension, by passing a thong 
through them. 

A view of the inside of the cabin of a Mo- 
jave family, found in Lieut. Ive*s report up- 
on the Colorado river, well illustrates this 
custom. 

The diameter of this vase is four and one 
half inches, total height remaining, six 
inches, of which half an inch is above the 
upper side of the mouth. 

The officers of the society do not remem- 
ber to have seen figured any vessel of simi- 
liar shape to this, and it may be considered 
almost or quite unique. 

No. 8 is five and one-third inches in diam- 
eter, three inches high, and three and three- 
fourths inches across the mouth. It is shaped 
like a small basin, with contracted mouth. 
It has marks of fire and is of brown clay. 

No. 9 is four and one-third inches in diam- 
eter, three and one-half inches high by two 
and one-haf inches diameter across a low 
mouth. It is rough baked clay, with marks 
of fire. 

No. 10 is a small basin six and one-fourth 
Inches in diameter,narro wing at the top to five 
and one-fourth inches, two and three-fourths 
high, black in color, and the upper part or- 
namented with diagonal marks. This is a 
kmd of ornamentation very common in the 
pottery of the Mound Builders and Indians, 
but the only ornamentation of that kind in 
the collection we are now describing. 

No. 11 is a very small vase, brown clay 
color, a little over two inches in diameter 
and two high, one and one-half across the 
inside of the mouth. 

No. 12 is very much like No. 11, a little 
larger, and mouth gone. 



No. 18 is the ornamental handle of a scoop 
or dipper, with a part of the vessel attached. 
It is painted red. The handle represents 
the head and beak of a bird, much like those 
ornaments not uncommon in Peruvian and 
Mound Builder ceramic ware. The handle 
is a very convenient one, the thumb resting 
nicely on the crest. 

No. 14 is a graceful vase, almost perfect, 
of thick but brittle ware, painted red, with 
a lonff, narrow neck— looking as if it mizht 
have held some perfume or precious liquid. 
Its diameter is three inches; height five 
inches, of which two is neck; the diameter of 
the neck is one inch. This vase is the only 
one which has no pounded shells mixed 
with it. 

None of the vessels have any feet. In- 
deed, vessels with feet are exceedingly un- 
common amonff relics of the moimds. There 
are, however, three hollow feet which evi- 
dently belonged to some vessel shaped ap- 
parently like our old-fashioned iron pots. 
These feet are of some size, being three and 
three-fourths inches high, and two inches in 
diameter. The bottoms imitate the cat-like 
feet and toes of some animal, joining use- 
fulness and an artistic imitation of some ob- 
lect in natural history— an art in which the 
Mound Builders excelled. 

In this collection is also a skinning knife 
made of polished quartz, streaked white and 
red; an instrument for dressing skins, of 
slate colored quartz rock, also polished very 
smooth. Also an implement of quartz, three 
inches long and one wide, with a blunt edge 
on each end. 

There is yet to be described a very 
interesting relic, it is a round stone of 
reddish quartz, three and. three quarter 
inches in diameter, one and one-eighth 
inches in thickness, nicely worked witn a 
a depression pecked on one side for the 
thumb. The edge is straight from side to 
side of the stone, but beveled. The use of 
this stone is unmistakable. It was rolled 
^ong the ground in one of their games, 
which came down to some of the Indian 
tribes within the time of history. It was 
played by two players at a time, each of 
whom had a pole. One rolled the stone, 
which from its beveled edge must continual- 
ly turn toward the right. As soon as the 
stone started the two p layers threw their 
poles and the one whose pole lay nearest to 
the stone when it stopped was the victor,and 
bad the right to roi I the stone the next time. 
Such is the mode of playing described by Du 
Pratz in his History of Louisiana, published 
in 1758. 

Adair's book, published in 1776, describes 
the game as played among the Oherokees. 

*The warriors have another favorite game 
called chimgke. They have a square piece 
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of ground well cleaned. Only one or two 
on a side play at this ancient game. They 
have a stone about two fingers broad at the 
edge, and two spans round; each party has a 
pole about eight feet long smooth and ta- 
pering at each end, the points flat." Adair 
then gives the method of playing, substan- 
tially as above, and adds: "In this manner 
the players will keep runnins most part of 
the day at 'half speed, under the 
violent heat of the sun staking 
their silver ornaments, nose, finger and ear 
rings, their breast, arm and wrist plates, 
and their wearing apparel. " All the Ameri- 
can Indians, says Adair, are much addicted 
to this game, which to us appears to be a 
task of stupid drudgery; it seems, however, 
to be of early origin when their forefathers 
used diversions as simple as their manners. 
The hurling stones they use at present were 
from time immemorial, rubbeds mooth on the 
rocks and with prodigious labor; they are 
kept with the strictest religious care from 
one generation to another, and are exempted 
from being buried with the dead. They be- 
long to the town where they are used and 
are carefully preserved." 

If public property they would rarely be 
buried with the dead. They are however 
sometimes found in mounds, and Mr. C. 
C. Jones, in his excellent books on the An- 
tiquities of Georgia, re'ates the finding of a 
fine one in a mound at a depth of thirty 
feet. 

There are in Arkansas and perhaps in 
other States along the Mississippi river pre- 
pared grounds, sometimes with sun-baked 
brick. These p aces are called by those 
living in the vicinity threshing-floors. Is it 
not probable that they were chungke 
yards? 
The aborigines had little grain to thresh, 



all our ordinary grains being of European 
origin. 

The game seems to have been of ffeneral 
and great interest, where says Captain 
Romans, **They bet high." Here you may 
see a savage come and bring all his skins 
stake them and lose them, next his pipe, his 
beads, trinkets and ornaments; at last h s 
blanket and other garments, and even all 
their arms and after al it is not uncommon 
for them to go home, borrow a gun, and 
shoot themselves. 

Catlin says that the Mandans used some- 
times to stake their liberty upon the issue of 
this game. 

Adair says the Cherokees had a piece of 
ground carefully prepared and kept for this 
game near their council house^ or as he calls 
It * 'State House." 

Mr. Jones says the traces left in Georj^a 
of such grounds show a careful preparation 
and are parallelograms in shape slightly ele- 
vated from sixty to ninety feet in length and 
about half as wide. 

Captain Romans describes the ground as 
being an alley about two hundred feet in 
len^h where a smooth clay groimd '*is laid 
which when dry is very hard?' 

May not some of the mysterious and care- 
fully prepared grounds of the mound build- 
ers within the State of Ohio, have been 
public yards for the playing of this ^rame. 

It is curious that the Mandans whom 
Catkin found west of the Missour River and 
whose traditions pointed to the Ohio River 
had the same name for this game, as had the 
Creeks. 

Col. Du Pre also presented to the society 
several photographs, two of a skull taken 
from one of the mounds, the others represent- 
ing various objects of curious interest. 
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SORTIE AT FORT MEIGS, MAY d813. 

ADDRESS. OP THOMAS CHRISTIAN, A VOLUNTEER IN COL. DUDLEY'S 

REGIMENT. 



Lexington, Ky. , June 20, 70. 
ToA. T. Goodman Esq., Sec't W. R. H. 
Society: 
Deak Sir: — This simple narrative was 

?repar6d for the old soldiers who met at 
^aris yesterday, but I think it worth pre- 
serving, and therefore enclose it to you. I 
have no doubt of its accuracy, for the 
writer is a very respectable farm- 
er, and I witnessed the principal 
events myself. In the battle of 6th May, 
*13, under Dudley, I was a ipoy) Captain, 
commanded two spy companies and a few 
friendly Indians in advance, was badly 
wounded, taken prisoner, forced to run the 
Indian gauntlet, and saved by Tecumseh as 
stated. Yours, truly, Leslie Combs. 

Fellow-soldiers and fellow-sufferers in a 
short but Woody war, long since passed but 
ever to be remembered, it would afford me 
more pleasure to be with you to-day, or 
upon any other occasion when assembled, 
than I dare attempt to describe; but great as 
that pleasure would be of seeing you face 
to face and conversing with you, old age 
andfeeb e health deny to me its enjoyment. 
And were it not for the kindness of our 
ever-generous friend, fellow-soldier and fel- 
low-sufferer. General Leslie Combs, I wou d 
not even enjoy this second best of pleasures. 
Being thus remembered by you, giving you 
my best wishes for this life's enjoyments, 
and most fervent prayers for your eternal 
happiness in the great, unhounded and eter- 
nal camping-grounds, where peace ever 
reigns and Jesus commands, where no sav- 
age war-whoop excites the passions of strife, 



where no uplifted tomahawk or scalping- 
knife intimidates or arouses, where there 
is no surrendering to a relentless foe, 
or running the gauntlet or submitting to 
savage massacre, but where instead is heard 
the voice of eternal love and praise, and we 
are led, willing captives, into salvation's 
impregnable fortress. But let me be brief; 
we are all old now and easily fatigued, and 
our object is to entertain one another, with 
as little tax upon time and patience as pos- 
sible. And as our generous fellow-soldier, 
Gen. Combs, has persuaded me that a short 
narrative of the little service I rendered our 
country in 1813 would not be unpleasant to 
you, considering the impossibility of my 
being with you in person, I have consented 
to give it in as brief method as I can 
master. But in attempting to do 
so strange mdeed are my feelings, fellow- 
soldiers, as I about-face to review the past. 
I again hear the tap of the drum that sounded 
in the little village of Athens, Fayette coun- 
ty, for volunteers in the winder of 1813, just 
upon the excitement of Winchester's defeat. 
I again hear the voice of my Captain, Archi- 
bald Morrison, and see the faces of my fel- 
low-volunteers as they fall in ine. Sa'uta- 
tions are being received upon every side and 
the din of innumerable familiar voices are 
heard; alas! onl^ in the imagination, for 
those voices were long since hushed and 
those faces we will see no more this side of 
the grave. My father's ** Good-bye, my 
boy,'' my mother's blessings and tears, all 
pass in review before me now. Soon my 
loose warm jeans roundabout seems to he 
my most protecting friend, as our rendezvous 
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at Lexington has been far in the rear, and 
we are upon a forced march across the 
swampy marshes of Ohio, rendered almost 
impassable by incessant spring rains, to the 
relief of General Harrison at Fort Meigs. 
One shower after another, and each one 
seemingly colder than its predecessor, is 
peltmg us day and night. Upon brush piles 
cut for the occasion, we are compelled to 
sleep to keep above water. Our brave* 
kind-hearted and generous Co-onel Dudley 
is busy encouraging his men and aided 
by the other oflftcers doing all 
that can be done to lessen our 
sufferings; but continual wading in water is 
beginning to tell and the skin is peeling from 
our weary legs, from the knee down; the 
well-clothed and well-protected camp fol- 
lowers, with their wagons of luxuries and 
drinkables, are extortins more and more as 
we leave civilization farther behind, and 
now a drink of their cider-oil is out of reach 
of two-thirds the command, and ibey have 
lost their popularity With both men and 
officers; consequently another fatiguing day*s 
march, with the prospect of another night, 
twm-sister to the rest, plays havoc with the 
hucksters; the cider-oil wagons are upset, 
barrels are being rolled hither and thither. 
No orders to that effect have been issued, and 
without any one seemingly to know who 
were doing these things or why they were 
being done, presto the drinkables have dis- 
appeared and every soldier in camp suddenly 
forgets his fatigue and becomes Lieutenant 
General commanding innumerable hosts of 
invincib e veterans. Commands of officers 
in the heat of terrible battle are heard in 
every direction, innumerable game cocks 
are loudly crowing and all manner of sones 
are singing, concord and discord all around. 
This last jollification of our little command. 
Oh! how soon after was hushed forever on 
earth the joyful voices of almost every mess- 
mate and fnend I there had, and then so %Q.j. 
But a very iew nights after, amid 
darkness and pelting ran, we are 
cautiously and as rapid as practicable 
descending the Maumee, to surprise Proc- 
tor, whip the Indians, raise the siege, and 
relieve Fort Meigs, but ere we reach the 
Fort many of my companions' guns are full 
of water, as the pouring from their muzzles 
plainly indicates when they are brought froai 
a perpendicular to a horizontal position, 
preparatory to the bloody action soon to 
commence. 8ome fdint signs of coming 
day and many indications of the immediate 
presence of onr savage foe, left no doubt in 
the mind of any one just then of a terrible 
conflict just commencing. The morning of 
the memorable 5th of May was dawning. 
Officers and men were hurrjring from 
boats, and the quick flashes and the 



keen reports of many guns pronounced 
the battle commenced. Many were being 
wounded around me. My captain, Archi* 
bald Morrison, had formed in good march* 
ing order and was under way when the 
brave Captain John Morrison was shot 
through the head, both eye-balls bursting 
clean from their sockets. Dying, but im- 
daunted, he orders his men f oss^aria to a post 
of honor, where they could do their country 
good service, and not waste their precious 
time with a dying man. Officers and men 
then bounded forward, soon dispersing the 
besiegers and capturing the guns we were 
ordered to capture. And now flushed with 
victory, and maddened by the sight of 
fallen, bleeding and dying comrades our brave 
Colonel Dudley and men could not resist the 
desire of following the retreating enemy and 
wreaking vengeance upon them for 
the loss of near relatives and friends. 
So without taking time to roll the captured 
guns into the river after them, we went, and 
had it not been for the dense fore t and un- 
dergrowth we would have made short work 
of them. But, alas! that aid to the enemy 
was death for us. They formed an ambush, 
and securely hid from view, had every ad- 
vantage. Our futile attempts to dislodge 
them gave that portion of the enemy upon 
the opposite side of the river ample time to 
cross over in our rear, completely hemming 
us in upon every side. Our case was then 
hopeless. Our ranks scattered, our brave 
Colonel slain, and most of the o^^her (^cers 
mortally wounded, seems sufficient to have 
unnerved the bravest hero, but even then 
many heroic deeds of personal valor were 
enacted and I still occasionally heard the 
loud, shrill game cock crowinff of one brave 
spirit who seemed determined to die^me 
and cheer his comrades to the last. What 
became of him who Knows? Louder and 
louder, nearer and nearer came the savage 
yells of the bloodthirsty foe from every 
quarter and fainter grew the resistance of- 
fered by our thinned and dispirited ranks, 
until bursting forth in our very midst, the 
deafening, demoniac yells drowned all other 
sounds save the coarse, broad command, 
**^<mn(i your arms, surrender," pronounced 
by British officers banishing all hope of suc- 
cessful resistance. Captured, brave Dudley 
is defeated and we are prisoners in savage 
hands, were the thoughts that then rush^ 
to my mind, causing me to forget upon the 
instant to throw down my arms; but just 
then that same broad command, this time to 
me personaly, **Damn your eyes, 
ground your arms, or you will b. 
slain," brought me hastily to my 
senses. Down went ^n, off came 
knapsack, <&c., to hastily disappear beneath 
the mud and water, then ankle deep wheve 
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I stood, and with mj full weight I aided 
their exit from furmer ienrice, pressing 
them as deeply into the mud as possible; 
then stepping towards where the prisoners 
were being collected, the first man I met 
with whom I was acquainted was old Mr. 
Bradbum, but he could give me no informa- 
tion as to the whereabouts of any of our mess- 
mates, as I was then the only acquaintance 
he had met since the surrender. The sad 
fact was that but few of our particular mess 
were left to meet again upon earth, and 
soon, yer^ soon, even his blood and brains 
were destined to bespatter me and others, as 
the enraeed savages tomahawked him in our 
midst, l^ow too late, we saw the error of 
surrendermg to such a foe, and every soldier 
keenly fe t the difference between dying in 
the heat of battle, contending for right, and 
the cold-blooded massacre that now plainly 
awaited him. For the few British who 
were with the Indians had no power 
to control them, beinff in almost as bad 
a situation as ourselves, the savages 
threatening to exterminate them if they 
offered any resistance to their inhimian de- 
sire to butcher the 'prisoners, and did kill 
one of them in my presence for begging the 
life of one prisoner, who had thrown him- 
self under his protection. Consequently the 
British aided by some of the Indians hurried 
us on as rapictly as they could down the 
river to an old deserted fort where they as- 
sured us that we could and should be pro- 
tected. But the bloody tomahawk was 
busy along the whole route, leaving behind 
us a path of blood and scatped comrades. 
Matters growing worse and worse at every 
step, the savages becoming more and more 
enraged and bloodthirsty as we neared the 
fort, shortly before reaching which 
I was halted by some Indians 
and a sprightly stripling of some 
sixteen summers hastily proceeded to search 
my pockets; feeling much resentment, I sup- 
pose I must have exhibited some, for in- 
stantly two paint be-daubed warriors, with 
uplifted tomahawks made a rush towards 
me, and would, perhaps, have instantly bur- 
ied them deep in my brain, but just then 
their attention was arrested by the glittering 
appearance of a brass inkstand the young sav- 
i^e had extracted from my pocket, where in 
marching it had rubbed to a glittering bright- 
ness equal to gold. The few si ver dollars I 
had left soon shared the same fate of the mk- 
stand, and amid the forward pressure I 
soon x)assed out of sight of my Indian 
boy and his captured goods which 
it seemed put him and his com- 
panions wild with delight. But getting rid 
of them coul i afford no joy or feeling of 
relief; for lifting my eyes, there sto(m a 
few himdred yards off the old deserted fort, 



with thick lines of savages extending from 
either side of its entrance to the very spot 
where I stood, clubbing and tomahawking 
all they could of the terror-stricken prison- 
ers as they made their wild, panic-race for 
its entrance, where they foolishly hoped to 
find protection and safety. Each one as he 
reached the head of the savage lines com- 
prehended at a glance the nature of his 
situation. To hSritate was instant death, 
and without further orders each made his 
individual dash for life through the yelling 
savage lines with superhuman speea 
and agility. Manj who were knocked 
down ^ned the entrance upon all -fours with 
astonishins" speed. The prisoner in front 
of me received a deep gash in the shoulder 
as he ran, but succeeded in entering the 
fort. And now it was my time. The way 
was slippery with human blood and blocked 
in places by the slain. No time for thought 
or preparation. The loose, warm jean round- 
about which I before maitioned and which 
had done me so much good service through 
the lonff, cold, wet marches, was buttoned 
to the throat, and with a strength and speed 
that astonii^ed me I made a bolt, but ere I 
had reached the prized entry, I felt a sudden 
jerk at the back of my head, saw a button 
strike the ground some feet in front, my 
arms were forciby jerked back, ana the 
precious gift of my dear old mother was 
lost forever, without my having time to say, 
good-bye, dear old friend roundabout. A 
few more bounds landed me in the fort, or 
rather slaughter-pen; and here we seemed 
to be in, if possible, a worse situation than 
ever; for the savages rudely shoved the 
British sentinels aside, and with unearthly 
yells poured in upon us, killing and sea pii^ 
as fast as their own crowded ranks would ad- 
mit, while we, like terror-stncken sheep 
hemmed in by dogs, or a parcel of hogs in a 
butcher's pen, were piled one upon another 
in one corner Those at the bot om were 
being smothered, while those upon the top 
were being drenched with blood and brains. 
Just then, suddenly as the lightning's flash, 
the ye ling ceased, the uplifted war clubs 
descended harm essly by the side of the now 
shamed warriors, and above the groans of 
the dying, and the prayers of the living, is 
heara the brave Tecumseh patting a stop to 
the massacre, shaming his warriors for be- 
having like squaws. The few now left are 
saved from death, but the little band or 
remnant of the ooce proud regiment of 800 
brave Kentuckians are still destinud to un- 
dergo much suffering for nakedness, cold, 
hunger and death sti 1 waited upon and 
thinned their ranks; and the exposure while 
being taken prisoners down the Maumee to 
the lakes or place of exchange, proved too 
great for almost a>l of us, and many pei^ 
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ished from it before reaching home, while 
the most of us were a long time In 
recovering. The cold was intense upon the 
water in open boats, and for three days and 
nights we had nothing to eat save a mess of 
horse-beef that we much relished and wished 
for more. At the mouth of Huron river we 
were turned loose without sufficient clothing 
to keep us warm, without money, and 
nothing to eat save one ration sent to us by 
General Harrison. H^svould have done 
more for us, but it was out of his power. 
From that point we had to find oiu* way 
home as best we could through an almost 
friendless country, traveling a very circuit- 
ous route to avoid faUing in the hands of 
Indians, each little party of friends taking 
a different way, agreeing to assist one 
another, for there were many sick, and 
some of the sick had to accompany each 
party. Our little party homeward bound 
was composed of Robert Simpson, Daniel 
Carter, George Sherwin and Joseph Frank- 
Hn. On account of my sickness we had to 
travel very slowly; in fact, all of us were 
unable to stand much fatigue. I was so 
weak much of the time that it was impossible 
for me to get up, but when lifted upon my 
feet could manage to walk for several hours 
by occasionally leaning against something to 
rest, living much of the time upon slippery 
elm bark, and begging our way as we slowly 
advanced towarcfi the Ohio river. We were 
sometimes refused anything to eat, but 
as we neared the river we fared better 
and the sick got occasional chances to 
ride. Meeting a chance to ride a 
led horse belonging to a gentleman who was 
coming several miles in the direction of the 
river put me so far in advance of my friends 
that they never overhauled me again before 



reaching home. After this I found other 
opportunities of getting short rides which 
soon brought me to the banks of the river 
opposite Maysville t)ien called Limestone. 
Here a gentleman let me sta^ all night and 
finding an opportunity of crossing to the 
opposite bank early next morning, I met 
with a strange coincidence, for just as I 
landed upon the Kentucky shore, I saw my 
father standing near the water's edge, and 
looking intent^ up the stream at a boat de- 
scendmg. He had just arrived and some 
thing persuaded him that I was near, 
perhaps in the boat. So intent was his gaze 
that he did not see me imtil I spoke. We 
were astonished at the strange meeting, 
both having arrived upon the spot almost 
simu'taneously. I soon arrived home amid 
the welcoming of many friends, and in much 
improved health, but so lean that all de- 
clared that I had grown at least two inches 
taller. The girls treated me to cakes and 
strawberries, the young men introduced me 
to their ijweethearts, and the old gave me 
much praise, so I got along swimmingly for 
a few months, when serious notions of re- 
turning upon the war path disturbed . my 
dreams for a few weeks. Finding my ser- 
vices were not needed I joyfully gave 
up the idea, went reso utely to work, 
and with God's aid have succeeded in making 
a good provision for my family, and I trust 
peace with my Maker. 

Fellow-soldiers, reiterating with most fer- 
vent prayer my greatest desire that God's 
choicest blessings may descend upon each of 
you, I bid you a most affectionate good-bye. 
We may meet again upon earth, but proba- 
bly our next meeting will be * beyond the 
river resting in the shade." Good-bye. 

Thomas Chbistian. 
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RECENT DONATIONS BY W.P. FOGG, ESQ., 

WITH HIS DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS. 



The following is a list of the articles dona- 
ted by W. P. Fogg, of Cleveland, to 
the Museum of the Western Reserve and 
Northern Ohio Historical Society. He has 
appended to this list a paper relative to sev- 
ertd of these articles which will be found of 
great interest. 

LIST OP DONATIONS. 

Large brick from the ruins of Babylon, 
stamped with iiame and tides of Nelmchad- 
neezar in cuneiform chai-acters. 

Large brick from Nineveh, stamped with 
cuneiform characters. 

* 'Black basaltic polished stone like a pestle 
or grinder, with cuneiform transcription m 
Persian, Median, and Babylonian, of Darius 
theereat, about 500 B. C/' See description 
hjProf. Oeorge 8mithy Director of Depart- 
ment of Assyrian Antiquities in British 
Museum. 

Small cylinder of black basalt with figures 
and characters engraven upon it, found 
among the mounds of Babylon. 

Piece of glazed tile from the Mosque of 
Omar, built on the site of Solomon's Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

Piece of brick from the Arch of Ctesiphon. 
This celebrated Arch is 106 feet hich, by 
about 100 feet in breadth. It is situated 
upon the banks of the Tims, about 15 
miles below Bagdad; and is all that remains 
of a sreat city, once the capital of the 
Parthian Empire. 

Four alabaster tear bottles; one large 
ear them vase; three small ones; fragments 
of .alabaster, and earthen images; earthen 
pottery and lamps; earthen bowl, the inside 



covered with Persian writing. All found 
among the ruins. 

Coral from the Red Sea. 

Egyptian lady's veil. 

Embroidered tobacco pouch. Persian. 

Fort at Allahabad,India, painted on Ivory. 

A newspaper printed at Bagdad in Turk- 
ish and Arabic. 

Letters of Introduction, written in Per- 
sian and Arabic. 

A coin struck at Tarsus, by a Satrap of 
the King of Persia, 450 B. C. 

Gk)ld piece; Byzantine Empire 5th Cen- 
tury. 

Silver piece; Byzantine EmpireJ6th Cen- 
tury. 

Six bronze coins from Babylon. 

One Turkish Mudjidi, gold. 

One Turkish Cumrais, copper. 

Turkish Piastres, one copper, two silver. 

Turkish "Righ" Piastre, silver. 

Persian Keran, silver. 



TJie ^^fjaneuorat," or <*Arroir-]iead^» 
Inscriptions of Assyria* • 

The word cuneiform is derived from the 
Latin ct*7ieit«— a wedge— and in this style of 
letter are all the monumental records of the 
ancient empires of Assjrria, Babylonia and 
Persia. The accidental discovery of the fa- 
mous Rosetta Stone, (now in the British Mu- 
seum) furnished the key to decipher the 
hieroglyphics of Ancient Egypt, by means 
of which a flood of light has been thrown 
upon the history and civilization of the 
Pharaohs. The patience and perseverance 
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of Rawlinson, Layard, and others have res- 
cued the Cuneiform from a *'dead language^' 
to one full of life and interest to the antiqua- 
ry and the student of ancient history, 

Pliny declares that it is to the Assyrians 
we owe the invention of letters; and it would 
seem probable that simple perpendicular and 
horizontal lines, of which the Cuneiform is 
composed, preceded the rounded or cursive 
forms, being better suited to letters carved 
by a primitive people on stone tablets, or 
the smoothed faces of rocks. The great an- 
tiquity of carving documents on stone is 
shown by the Bible. The Divine commands 
were first given to mankind on 
stone tablets, and in early ages 
this was considered the most appropriate 
and durable method of perpetuating records. 
The cuneiform inscriptions on most of the 
monuments of Assyria and Persia were 
formed with great neatness and care. The 
letters were evidently cut with sharp imple- 
ments of iron or copper, and on the seals, 
gems, and small cylinders of stone the char- 
acters were so elaborately made and so accu- 
rately minute that only an instrument of the 
most delicate construction could have pro- 
duced them. It is said that no implements 
or tools of iron or steel, but only those of j 
copper have been discovered among the ruins 1 
of ancient Egypt. But t ae cutting tools of the j 
Egyptians, as well as of the early Asiatic j 
nations, were not of pure copper, nor were | 
they of bronze, according to the modem ac- 
ceptation of that term They were made of 
copper with an alloy of about 5 per cent of 
tin which gave them the requisite hardness 
for use. 

We know little of the civilization of the 
Assyrians except what can be gathered from 
the casual notices scattered through the 
works of the Greeks. It is evident that they 
attained a high degree of culture at a very 
remote period. The testimony of the Bible 
and the monuments of the Egyptians , on 
which the conquests of that people over the 
Asiatic nations are recorded, lead to this 
conclusion. There is a great variation in the 
dates assigned by savans to the earlier mon- 
uments of Egypt, but very few ascribe them 
to an epoch later than that of the founda- 
tion of Nineveh, about 2,000 years B. C. It 
is probable that the Assyrians at 
that time shared in the arts 
and sciences which had already reached 
so high a deeree of perfection m Egypt. 
They copied nature more carefully, and gave 
more scope to taste and invention than their 
Egyptian rivals, who were restricted by 
certain prejudices and superstitions to a con- 
ventional style, from which it was not law- 
ful to depart. 

The exact date of the destruction of Ni- 
neveh, the proud Capital of the Eastern 



world, by Cyaxares, King of the Medes and 
Persians, as fixed by the concurrent testi- 
mony of Scripture and Herodotus, was 
about 608 years B. C. It did not occur be- 
fore the death of Josiah, King of Judah B. 
C. 609, because a King of Assjrria is men- 
tioned at that time; and Zephaniah in a 
prophecy delivered in the reign of Josiah 
predicts the destruction of Nineveh as a fu- 
ture event. But the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
written in the first year of the captivity of 
the Jews, B. C. 605. enumerates all the 
Kings of the north, far and wide, and all the 
Kingdoms of the world, and among these 
Nineveh is not named. The statement of 
Herodotus that in the year 608 B. C. Cyax- 
ares conquered Assyria to revenge his fath- 
er's death is remarkably consistent with the 
accounts of Scripture. The destruction of 
Nineveh was so complete that when Xeno- 
phon passed over the remains of that city in 
his retreat some centuries later with the ten 
thousand Greeks, its very name had 
been forgotten, and he describes 
it as a vast uninhabited city, 
called Narissa, anciently inhabited by the 
Medes. Lucian speaks of it as so complete- 
ly laid waste, that not an inhabitant or 
scarcely a vestige remained of the magnifi- 
cent palaces, once the dwelling place of the 
Assyrian Mouarchs. 

The earbest records of the Assyrians, like 
those of most ancient nations, were proba 
bly monumental, and these are all in the ar- 
row-head, or cuneiform character. There 
are three dialects or forms of these letters — 
the Assyrian or Babylonian, the Median, and 
the Persian, and to one of these may be re- 
ferred all the cuneiform inscriptions that are 
known to exist. The Babylo- Assyrian al- 

?habet contains about 300 letters, while the 
^ersian cuneiform has but 40. The former 
is supposed to be of much more ancient date, 
as in tills dialect are all the inscriptions 
found in Nimroud and Nineveh, belonging 
' o a paiiod preceding the Persian domina- 
tion. 

The element of all the characters in the 
three different dialects of the cuneiform is 
the wedge', and they differ only in the com- 
bination of wedges to form the letters. In 
many of the records of the Persian mon- 
archs the three dialects occur in parallel col- 
umns, representing three languages . 

The most remarkable inscription in this 
trilingual cuneiform character is that 
on the sacred rocks at a place called 
Behistun, ("God's Place") on the western 
frontiers of Persia. Here Darius, "the 
great King," inscnbed his conquests and the 
most important events of his reign. Until 
within a few years this immense tablet has 
been a wonder and a puzzle to the most 
learned antiquaries, and to the few European 
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travelers who have visited these remote re- 
gions. The labor of deciphering an unknown 
character, probably representing an extinct 
dialect, if not an extinct language, must be 
very screat. To Major Rawlinson, whose in- 
genuity and perserverance have given an ac- 
curate translation of the inscription at Be- 
histun, we are indebted for this valuable ad- 
dition to the written records of the ancient 
world. 

Here upon the main road between Assyria 
and Persia, the rocks rise abruptly from the 
plain to the height of nearly 1700 feet. The 
inscription covers several hundred square 
feet. It is unrivalled in extent, beauty of 
execution and correctness, especially the 
Persian, which is said to be superior to any 
engraving of the kind, even that on the 
tomb of Darius, near Persopolis, the 
ancient capital of Persia. It is about 300 
feet above the base of the rock, and 
its inaccessibility has preserved it 
from the iconoclastic fury of the Mohamme- 
tans. It is probable that after the inscrip- 
tion was completed the r )ck beneath was cut 
away, so that the whoie immense face is 
nearly vertical. The rock is limestone, and 
a coat of silicious varnish is yet visible on 
the tablet, which was designed to protect it 
from the atmosphere. 

Darius begins by proclaiming his gene- 
alogy and titles, tracing his descent from 
Adam. Re then enumerates the pro- 
vinces of his empire, which in extent would 
seem to entitle him to the name of "the 
great King." After these follow the great 
events of his reign, the reform of the 
national faith, his victories over the rebels 
in Assyria and Babylon, and the suppres- 
sion of insurrections in other parts of his 
vast empire. He also, engraves his thanks- 
giving to Ormuzd on this sacred spot, and 
in many particulars this record corroborates 
the Mosaic accounts as well as the writings 
of Herodotus. 

There is one peculiarity of all cuneiform 
writing, that it reads from left to right; 
while the ancient languages composea of 
rounded forms of letters ^the Arabic, He- 
brew and Persian), read, like the Chinese, 
from right to left. They are stamped or en- 
graved, according to the nature of the 
material, on all the ruins of the great cities 
of Assyria and Babylonia — on the bricks of 
all the public buildings, on the walls of 
temples, palaces and other edifices, on stone 
slabs and bas-reliefs, on vases, gems, seals 
and small cylinders, some being so minute 
as to require a microscope to decipher them. 
For thousands of years these inscriptions 
were an unknown tongue. An at- 
tempt to do justice to the wonders 
which the key to the cuneiform 
inscriptions has unlocked would occupy vol- 



umes. I can only hope in thi<^ article to call 
attention to a subject on which very little is 
known to the mass of our people. This is 
an age of scientific research — and while our 
savans are opening new fields of knowledge, 
it seems eminently proper that they should 
recover from the remote past, whatever of 
value is already recorded upon tables of stone. 

THE BRICKS FROM BABYLON AND NINEVEH. 

Upon the brick brought by the writer from 
Babylon is the standard inscription of Neb- 
uchadnezzar. It gives his name and titles, 
describes the wonders of the great city, and 
invokes the gods to grant duration to the 
temples and other great edifices which he had 
built. The inscriptions on the Babylonian 
bricks are uniformly enclosed in a small 
square, and are formed with considerable 
care and nicety. They appear to have been 
impressed with a stamp upon which the en- 
tire inscription, not isolated letters, was cut 
in relief. This art, so nearly approaching 
the modem invention of printing, is proved 
to have been known to the Egvptians and 
Chinese at a very remote perioa. The Pha- 
raohs stamped their names on bricks, the 
stamps used being of wood, and several are 
preserved in European collections. But all 
the impressions on Egyptian bricks, unlike 
those of Assyria, are in relief. 

The Babylonian bricks are of uniform 
size, about 15 inches square by 3 inches 
thick. They are made of a very tenacious 
clay mixed with chopped straw, and burnt 
hard in a kiln. Thejr were always laid face 
downward in a cement of bitumen so hard 
as to make it almost impossible to remove 
one entire. 

The brick from Nineveh is also rectangu- 
lar, but somewhat thicker than the Babylo- 
nian. The inscriptions on these Assyriiui 
bricks appear to have been made in sin-^le 
cuneiform letters, and sometimes the wor.x- 
men may have been careless n stamping 
them. t)n this specimen the parallel col- 
umns are somewhat irregular, but the im- 
pressions are quite distinct. I am unable to 
five a literal translation of the inscription, 
ut presume it is of the same general char- 
acter as on the one from Babylon, giving the 
name and titles of the monarch reigning at 
Nineveh, perhaps, 3,000 years ago. 

Among other antiques from Babylon 
which I was fortunate enough to secure is a 
small black cylinder of very hard stone with 
an exceedingly fine grain. It is an inch 
long by about 3-8 in diameter, and was 
pickedupin the sand among the mounds 
of the ancient city. The surface of the 
cylinder is completely covered with an in- 
scription in minute cuneiform letters very 
finely cut. A copy is given below, 
the letters being considerably magnified. 
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For the translation I am indebted to the 
kindness of Prof. Qeorge Smith, of the Brit- 
ish Museum. 

^^Thesealy ora/imUei^of a man named Ki- 
fnrtUy son of the wonum Satumanif hehnging to 
the family of IMa/r and Nana. " 

Thb Black Btonb from Babylon, which 
can be seen at the rooms of the Historical 
Society, is perhaps the most curious and in- 
teresting relic that I was able to bring away. 
It is about four inches in height, of a slight- 
ly pyramidal form, and weighs four pounds. 
The texture of the stone is very hurd and 
fine, and it appears to have once been com- 
pletely covered with an inscription, very 
delicately cut, but now almost obliterated. 
When in London, on my return from the 



East, I submitted this antique \X} Prof. Smith, 
who is the director of the Assyrian depart- 
ment in the British Museum, and at his re- 
quest I lefi it with him for several days. He 
gave it a very careful inspection and study, 
and I append his statement in regard to it. 

Note of Gbobge Smith, director in the 
Assyrian department of the British Museum, 
London, Oct. 1, 1874, to Mr. Fogg : 

^' This black stoDe with cuneiform transcript 
tion in Persian, Median and Babylonian, is of the 
age of Darius, the great King, about B. C. 600. 

''Gbobob Smith." 

Beyond the facts that the inscription is in 
three dialects of cuneiform letters, (Assyrian, 
Median and Persian,) and of the time of 
Darius, about 500 years B. C, he would 
venture no opinion as to its ori^nal use or 
desien. It is evidently much worn, perhaps 
by the hand, as an implement of culinary 
use, or it may have been an utensil 
devoted to sacred purposes in a temple. 
The laws of the Medes and Persians may 
have once been engraved upon this stone, 
but the laws and the inscription have idike 
faded from the knowledge of mankind. I 
can only testify to its authenticityas a relic 
of ancient Babylon. W. P. P. 
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EARLY MAPS OF OHIO AND THE WEST. 

By C. C. BALDWIN, Seorbtaby. 



It seems strange that America was DOt 
sooner known. The world is lately convin- 
ced that It has been discovered time and 
again. There were navigators who took 
journeys much longer than to America; they 
circumnavigated Africa, and there ^as a 
large trade with the East, including India, 
China, and Japaa. 

In the voyages of Columbus and many 
after, that route to China and Japan was 
sought which is only just completed by the 
Pacific Railroad. 

The course of nearly all settlement and 
discovery has been by sea, lake or river; and 
the first investigation of the West, was 
made by following up the St. Lawrence. It 
took long to do this. 

The early history of the St. Lawrence is 
handsomely illustrated by numerous maps 
in the new volume published by the Maine 
Historical Society, assisted by the State of 
Maine. No more interesting publication 
could be made than a collection, of later 
maps showins: to the eye at a glance; the 
progress of discovery, until the colonies 
came under the complete domination of the 
English. 

The first consciousness that theie was a 
vast interior, appears in a map by 

JUAN DB LA COSA, DATED 1500. 

He was a companion of Columbus, and cele- 
brated for His after voyages. The lower 
part of the United States seems pretty cor- 
rect. Newfoundland appears as part of the 
main land; there is nothing that appears 
like a trace of the St. Lawrence; there ap- 
pear small lakes in the interior, which from 
their situation would seem to show that 



some Indian had told Cosa or his informant 

that there were lakes in a vast background. 

The following maps however, show no 

consciousness of any such bodies of water. 

PEDRO BEIKEL IN 1505, 

a Portugese pilot of great fame, made a map 
wherein Greenland, Hudson's Strait, and 
for the first time, the entrance of the Gulf of 
St Lawrence, are laid down with some ap- 
proach to accuracy, and it would be impos- 
sible to mistake his chart for the western 
coast of Asia. 

The learned Geographers however, repre 
sented the matter quite differently. 

PTOLEMY'S GEOGRAPHY OP 1508, 

represents an open sea between South Amer- 
ica and the Cuban Islands extending clear to 
Asia. Above the Cuban Islands, we again 
find a clear passage by water to that conti- 
nent, and the navigator sailing in the direc* 
tion of Lake Erie would first reach Bengal, 
with Thibet behind it ; while from the latitude 
of the St. Lawrence extending northward, 
he would find Gog and Magog. 
The learned 

JOHANN BCHONBR, IN 1620 

lays down Newfoundland with a broad sea 
between that and "Terra de Cuba," which 
Mr. Kohl supposes to be an exaggeration of 
tne Gulf of St. Lawrence. West of Canada, 
is a great open sea, through which is easy ac- 
cess to the fabled **deserts" of Asia and the 
Island of Zipangi, (Japan) close behind the 
*'Terra de Cuba." The *'Terra de Cuba," 
ends at latitude 50 with the words "ulterius 
incognita," which adjective might extend on 
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this map in any direction from **ulteriufl" 
and certainly include all the great lakes. 

Other nations prosecuted discoveries on 
the northern coast of America, and followed 
the fisheries with zeal, but the French were 
destined to follow up the* river whose source 
was long to remain in obscurity. 

Yet Cartier, who' entered the northern 
mouth of the Gulf in 1534, after cruises in 
the Gulf alone, did not know that the St. 
Lawrence was on'y a river, but returned to 
France to get a new outfit to pursue the 
sea channel, a passage to the west. The 
prospect of the western passage was alluring, 
and the next season on the 10th of August, 
the day of St. Lawrence, he entered a little 
bay named by him from the day. 

The Indians told him that it was a river 
called **Hochelaga," and at "Canada," very 
narrow, and that further on (probably rapids) 
only small boats could pass. He still look- 
ed for a passage to Asia, and finding the 
beautiful Saguenay, to be very deep, thought 
it a passage to a northern sea. 

He turned however, and ascending the St. 
Lawrence to **Hochelaga" made the first 
tour around the mountain and saw the 
Lachine rapids near by, impeding further 
navigation, and called the moimtain Mount 
Royal. 

The Indians reported to Cartier that there 
were three large lakes, and a sea of fresh 
water without end. The great Francis of 
France, and Cartier supposed this discovery 
one of the northwestern part of Asia, and 
for 60 years discovery was not carried sub- 
stantially, beyond the limit of Carter in 
1535, though the whole region was from 
that time cdled 

*• NOUVBLLK PBANCB, " 

for 60 years a name, then for 160 a reality. 
The name however, appears on the coast on 
some maps before Cartier*s discovery; as on 
that in 

PTOLEMY OF 1530 

*'Francesca,"and in 1550 m the Italian map 
of Gastaldi with a river running clear around 
it and with the St. Lawrence runmng from 
the northwest. 

Many Geographers seem, dunng the earlier 
part of the 16th century, to have considered 
the country as not Asia, though they gener- 
ally made North America quite narrow, often 
with a great bay covenng al) Canada. 
Witness the Ptolemv of 1530; other maps of 
about that period oi which tnat of Ruscelli 
in 1544 is most specific; that of Agnere in 
1536 most accurate in the real distance from 
Asia. 

MICHAEL LOE, 

bom in Leyden represents in 1582 a broad 
river, or great bay, on which were Saguenay 



and Hochela|;a, with the *'Mare de Yerra 
Zana" dividmg the continent of North 
America almost in two, and coming to the 
Mountains in New England. 

The French maps n*om the time of Car- 
tier, until the conquest of Canada by the 
English in 1760, continued generally to be 
far superior to those of any other nation. 

One in 1543 is quite accurate, and repre- 
sents the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence 
S roper, and excels in accuracy, a fine £ng- 
sh one of 1544. 

A map of 

DIEGO HOMEN. A POBTUGESE, 

in 1558, is remarkable for laying down what 
in shape resembles Lake Ontano and Lake 
Erie, but only accidentally so, the upper of 
them is Lake St. Peter in the St. Lawrence 
below Hochela&ca. 

The broad sea is just beyond and parallel 
to the St. Lawrence. A broad river fiows to 
the southwest, in position something like 
somo of the affluents of the Mississippi; but 
no doubt a mistaken representation of the 
Hudson, as described to Cartier by the In- 
dians. 

In the Library of the Historical Society, 
is an early atlas, published in Venice in 1572, 
of the Islands of the world, entitled '*L^Isole 
Piu Famose del Mondo descritte da Thom- 
aso Porcacchi da Castiglione," engraved by 
Girolamo Porra, a Paduan. 

On page 157, appears a plan of the city of 
Mexico. 

Page 161 contains a map of the Islands 
and lands of the **Holy Cross" or ** New 
World," followed by a description. 

The sea to the north is all open. The 
straits of Anian, much better represent Beh- 
rings, than the after maps for very many 
years. 

A large lake api)ears, with a river fiowing 
south. It lies with **Ochelaga," site of 
Montreal, on the north and between Labra- 
dor on the northeast, Canada west, and **La 
Nova Franza" south of west. "Larcadia" 
lies to the southwest of the lake and river. 
What was the lake and river V Hudson's River 
with Lake Cbamplain, or more likely the 
St. Lawrence with some faint idea of great 
waters beyond. 

Japan hes in mid-ocean. 

There follow maps of the West India 
Islands. 

The map of 

1569 BT G. MEBCATOB, 

drawn upon the projection named from the 
author, represents the St. Lawrence as a 
long, narrow river, draining all the Upper 
Mississippi Valley. It i s remarkable for first 
laying aown with some accuracy, the AUe- 
ghames. connecting however in a chain with 
the mountains of New England. 
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The name Appalachian, afterwards ap- 
plied to the whole AUeghanies, appears on 
what would he the west of South CaroiiDa. 
as *'Apaiachen.'^ 

Nearly 600 miles ahove the St, Lawrence, 
and nearly as wide, is the eastern end of a 
sea of fresh water **dulcium aquarum," of 
the extent of which the inhabitants of Can- 
ada, drawing their information from the In- 
dians of Saguenay. are ignorant. 

In subsequent Mercator maps, this lake 
s7as omitted, probably because careful Geog- 
raphers did not like to take it upon Indian 
report. 

On the atlas of Hondius, based on Mer- 
cator edition 1633, (American Geographical 
Society) all the lakes are omitted. 

In the latter part of the 16th century, 
lived a celebrated Geographer named Ortel- 
ius, of whose atlases there were several 
editions, all now scarce. The edition of 1573 
is in the Librarv of the Am. Geog. Boc. 

North America, curiously appears more 
accurate in detail, than as a whole; looking 
as if parts of it were drawn on different 
scales and then placed together. 

The continent is much too wide. 

There are several rivers flowing into the 
Gulf of Mexico, difficult to identify. 

As in Mercator, a range of mountains runs 
paralel with the Gulf, making the rivers 
flowing south short, and throwing the vast 
interior of North America drained by the 
Mississippi, into the valley of the St, Law- 
rence, which ie separated by a range of 
mountains from the stream "TiguasRio" 
flowing into the "Mar Vermeio" or Red sea, 
being the Gulf of California. 

Hudson's Bay is a strait running from 
Ocean to Ocean. 

The name Nova Francia — New France — 
appears to be the name given to the country 
drained by the St. Lawrence, until it came 
under the dominion of the English, 
although Charlevoix in his history, says 
it was first bestowed by Samuel de Cham- 
plain inl609. 

Mr. Shea in his valuable edition and tran- 
lation of Charlevoix says, the name is first 
known upon the Copper Globe of Ulphius 
in 1542; and appears next in Cartier 1545 
who speaks of Hochela^ and Canada, other- 
wise called by us New France, showing the 
name to have been somewhat common. 

Mr. Parkman says the name was first used, 
after the return m 1524 of Verrezano to 
France. 

Ortellins in the map described, omits Lake 
Huron, thoueh in the much less accurate 
map from Hakluyt, (ed. 1587) it reappears. 

In the last map the country lying north of 
the St. Lawrence is called *'Bacalaos,'* a word 
meaning codfish, intending Newfoundland. 



For many years however, after the discov- 
enes of Cartier little or no progress was 
made in the interior geography of the parts 
of America drained by the St. Lawrence 
and Mississippi. 

France was too much absorbed in wars, 
religious and other, to prosecute discovery. 
First came the war with Charles V. in 1552. 
In 1562 the first Huguenot war, in 1572 
the Massacre of St. Bartholomew, and a 
constant state of tumult imtil the Edict of 
Nantes in 1598, when France began to rest. 

In 1603 two tiny vessels, one of 12 and 
one of 15 tons, sailed up the St. Lawrence. 
The expedition was commanded by De 
Chasles, but his companion was Champlain; 
a man whose energy and achievements in 
the discovery and settlement of the great un- 
known wilderness, entitled him to the 
appellation of 

**THE FATHER OF NEW PRANCE." 

The expedition sailed up as far as Mon- 
treal. Champlain tried to pass the rapids 
above but failed, and the Indians made rude 
plans of the river above, which w^re so 
mdefinite that Niagara was understood to be 
a rapid only. 

Tbe French, like all nations making early 
dicoveries, had keen eyes for commercial 
growth. Champlain had, before the expe- 
dition of 1603, urged the plan for a canal 
across the Isthmus of Darien, — renewed 
in our own day. In 1608, he again 
sailed up the St. Lawrence, himself in com- 
mand of a vessel, to make a settlement upon 
the Saint Lawrence and a search for the 
inland passage to the East Indies. 

They commenced the city of Quebec in 
1608. In 1609, Champlain in behalf of an 
Indian party from the Ottawa River, met in 
battle the Iroquois upon the western border 
of tbe lake that has ever since borne his 
name. 

He published a wood-cut of the battle, — 
found in his works, — where it looks easier 
for him to knock over the Iroquois with the 
but- end of his gun than to shoot them, such 
is the defiance of perspective. He also 
published a map in which this lake appears. 
The eastern end of Lake Ontario is seen for 
the first time as Lac St. Louis. The map is 
generally in the French language but is 
somewhat amusing in using names and re- 
marks in other languages in a manner that 
shows the author was not as good a linguist 
as traveller. It is common in the old maps 
to find on the same sheet, names in French, 
Dutch, English, Latin and other tongues. 
In this map Hudson's Bay reaches far down, 
near the St. Lawrence, with a note at the 
bottom, 'The bay wher hudson did wente." 

It's position with the Sa^uenay would 
make us think that the **Mer Douce" of 
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Mercator was here merged witk Hudson*8 
Bay. 

In 1609, after his fight with the Iroquois 
Nicholas de Vignan, offered to return with 
the Indian allies and winter with them. 
He was pot seen again for some months, and 
in 1612 appeared in Paris, telUnc large 
stories about his passing up the Ottawa, 
crossing a great la^e, finding a great river 
flowing north, descending it anoT finding a 
shipwrecked English vessel. 

In 1613, Champlain retraced the route 
with him, but up the Ottawa Vi^nan 
became a convicted liar. He had remained 
on the river with the Indians, and his travels 
were imaginarv. Champlain returned dis- 
couraged; but in 1615, made a second excur- 
sion up the Ottawa reaching Lake Huron, 
that immense body of water from the bord- 
ers of which had come his guides and hosts. 

Champ ain on his return, crossed the 
lower end of Lake Ontario, advanced to the 
westward, and near one of the lakes of 
middle New York again met the Iroquois. 

He was not as successful as before, owing 
to the want of steady courage in his allies, 
the Hurons, who wished to wait for a war 
party of 500 men from the tribe from which 
Lake Erie took its name. 

His intrepid interpreter 

BTIBNim BBULt, 

visited this tribe to hasten the reinforce- 
ments. He descended a river, evidently the 
Susquehanna to the salt water, returned, was 
captured by the Iroquois, and returned to 
the French in 1618. The Eries inhabited a 
country reaching south of the lake of that 
name. . , 

His story appears in Champlam's narrative 
of his voyage in 1618; but is omitted in the 
condensed edition of 1632, which is the one 
a reprint of which is in the library of the 
Historical Society, with copies of the origi- 
nal maps. . , , 

It is said, that in 1621 Champlain had an 
interview with the Iroquois and drew topo- 
graphical maps of their country and the 
circumjacent places, ** so that since that time 
the terntory of these Indians, is seen in the 
maps to be comprehended within that of New 
France,"* thus beginning that geographical 
aggiession which after led to the use of 
much ink, and shedding oi much blood. 

ml632, CHAMPLAIN 

made the first attempt to map out the Great 
Lakes. The map and a description of it in 
French, appear m his works. A copy of 
it with a description if it m English, togeth- 
er with a portion of his description of his 
expeditions of 1609 and 1615 is in the 8rd 

♦Memoir of 1699 on the Encroachments of the 
Boglish, K. T. Col. Documents. 



volume of the "Documentary Historv of 
New York"— by Dr. O'Callaghan. 

The map is indeed interesting: Lake 
Ontario runs northeast, and Niagara is a 
**very high waterfall" descending which, 
various sorts of fish become dizzy. 

Lake Erie, unnamed, is little but a very 
wide iiTegular nver leading from Mer Douce 
(Lake Huron) to Lac St. Louis, (Ontario). 
One would infer that it was doubtful if 
Brule resdly stood on its banks, though he 
visited the people living there. The direc- 
tion of Lake Erie is a little south of east. 
The Peninsula between Lake Ontario, Erie, 
and Huron, is a mere tongue of land, the 
outlet of Lake Huron be ng near its western 
end and the lake being large, and stretching 
from east to west some 650 miles. 

The effect of the whole is to leave it very 
doubtful what knowledge, if any Champlain 
had of Lake Erie. 

There empties into Lake Huron from the 
west, **Gi and Lac," supposed to be Lake 
Superior, by a sault - f which he gives such 
a description as to well identify Sault St. 
Mary. From the north there empties by 
the river *'des Puans" another smaller lake, 
where, says our author, * 'there is a mine of 
red copper," and in the Lake is placed an is- 
land where there had been seen a mine of 
copper. 

This description makes one think of Lake 
Superior and Isle Royale, yet the direction 
and shape of the larger, represents Superior 
best. 

He knew these lakes, as appears by bis 
explanation, from the reports of the Inaians 
and rightly making two lakes has divided 
the characteristics of the one, between the 
two. 

Champlain places the *'Puants" among 
the upper lakes, who belonged after, and 
apparently at that time, around Lake Michi- 
gan, and Green Bay which was long called 
"Bay des Puans." 

Champlain died in 1635, and was buned 
in Quebec; and with him died the energy of 
discovery that seemed to have been born in 
his coming. 

After his death, New France suffered 
much from Indian wars, in great degree the 
legacy of Champlain, and resulting from his 
interference between the Iroquois and their 
enemies. The Jesuits and the traders lived 
among the Indians. 

In after years they labored upon Lake 
Huron and Michigan, and explored Lake 
Superior until they prefixed to their relation 
of 1071 (Jesuit Relations' reprint, Quebec 
1858 iiist. Soc.) a map of Lake Superior 
excelling in accuracy that of any of the 
lakes then published. 

This map has also been reprinted in Pos- 
ter and Whitney's Geological Report of 
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Lake Superior, in Baocroft^s United 
States, Vol. 3, and Monettes Mississippi 
Vol. 1. 

But the Geographers seemed to learn very 
slowly of the Tabors of Champlain. 

PETEB HEYLm— (bnglish) 1600—1662, 

in his Cosmographie, London 1626 says: A 
chain of mountains below latitude 40, sepa- 
rates ail the streams into the Gulf of Mexico, 
from tne territory north. 

He separates America into Mexicana and 
Peruana; and just about in the vacant posi- 
tion of the Lakes appears the name *^ Amer- 
ica Mexicana," 

Lower California long before joined to 
the continent, is now, with the superior 
leammg of Jater geographers become a huge 
island, with the **Mare Vermiglio" (Red 
Sea) flowing between ii and the main land 
The west coast, which in former times had 
reached far to the west, runs north, and in 
latitude 60 is a dim outline of Behrings 
Straits, which were in after maps as *'Anian" 
brought nearer and nearer to the immense 
island of California. 

Our au whor speaks modestly of the * 'Streits 
of Anian,if such streits there be. " He else- 
where places in the northwest comer of 
America the supposed kingdom of Anian 
whence the name of the strait **thoughf by 
some to part America from Asia, the very 
being of such a kingdom and of such atreits 
being much suspected," the river Canada 
(St. Lawrence) "hath its fountain in the un 
discouvered parts of this Northern Tract 
sometimes enlarged into great lakes, and 
presently reduced to a narrower channel. " 
His map notices none of the great lakes and 
leaves it doubtful whether the author meant 
more than the occasional widening of the 
St. Lawrence proper. The Enghsh feeling 
is shown in the statement that the French 
are **shut up in a few weak forts on the 
North of the Canada," 

He places Canada or Nova Francia north 
of the river, and Virginia is liberally bound- 
ed "on the North, Canada; on the South, 
Florida; on the East, Mare del Noort; the 
western boundaries not known." 

A large river flows into the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, located much like the Mississippi. 

It is called the "Canaveral," a name 

§* ven in after maps to the river flowing into 
obile Bay, (to wit: Senex Atlas, 1722). De 
Soto had found the lower Mississippi in 1542, 
and its character no doubt transferred to the 
Mobile river. In most of the early maps a 
long line of coast between Mobile and Mex- 
ico was omitted. The "Canaveral" connects 
in its branches with the San Spirito, as if 
there were some inkling of the great western 
branches of the Mississippi. The "San 



Spirito" was the early name for the Missis- 
sippi after De Soto's discovery, 

HEYLIN*8 MAP AND BOOK OP 1652, 

are similar to the edition of 1626, this "^earn- 
ed" man having learned nothing in the 
meantime. 

A French map of 1656 published by N; 
Sanson d' Abbeville, an industrious and 
famous Royal Geographer of France, ^ves 
parts of Lake Superior and Michigan. 
This map (Harvard College Library) is 
referred to by that too little known writer 
the late Rev. J. H. Perkins, in N. Am 
Review Jan> . 1839, and he suggests the pub- 
lication of a copy ot that and several other 
maps. 

In a map of Sanson's dated 1669 in his 
Atlas (Am. Geog. Soc. ,) "Lac. Erie" is not 
far out of shape, and Lakes Huron, Michi- 
gan and Superior appear, the last not being 
defined, towards the west. 

This map represents California as an 
island. 

On a map of Gerard Valk and Peter 
Schenk of Amsterdam, in the Hist. Soc. , no 
date, but prior to 1708, it is als^ laid down 
as an island, with the careful statement that 
by former Geographers it has always been 
made a part of the continent, and so taken 
by Dutch from Spanish maps; but now 
known to be an island &c &c. 

This error became general, long before 
1700 and as late as 1767 an edition of Lord 
Anson's Voyage Round the World ( in pos- 
session of H. C. Gay lord Esq .) makea the 
same blunder, giving the fancied island the 
same square end towards the north it gener- 
ally received. 

A MAP OF 1658, JOHN JANBSON, 

of Amsterdam, taken from his Atlas of 
1658, represents the lakes on a very small 
scale, inaccurately; the Niagara Kiver is 
longer than either of the lakes, and Superi- 
or and Huron are supposed to be disconnect- 
from the others, and empty separately into 
the St. Lawrence. 

California is a peninsula, and America 
stretches to the west, as in the earlier maps. 
Meanwhile the progress of discovery was 
steady, though slow. The Jesuits were pur- 
suing their missions. I have already re- 
ferred to their map of Lake Superior, with 
parts of Huron and Michigan, in 1670 and 
1671. It is minutely and nicely laid down- 
Lake Neepigon is more accurately laid down 
than it. has been in the maps of our own 
time, until since the Canadian survey some 
40 years ago. Isle Roya'e (Minong) is down 
but once, while after maps often had it 
down twice, probably because it can be seen 
from the north side of the lake and also 
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frmi the lon^ peninsula ranning from the 
south far into the lake. 

The Indians talked much of the great 
river to the wcfst, and the reverend fathers 
occasionally mentioned it, Father AUouez 
in 1666, conjecturing that it empties into 
the Sea hy Virginia and calling it the **Mes- 
sipi." 

It was generally thought, however, that 
it emptied into the Gulf of California or the 
Gulf of Mexico; and that the discovery 
would give the French the knowledge and 
possession of the Southern or Western Sea. 

In the Relation accompanying the map 
last described, Father Dablon speaks of the 
ereat river called the "Missisipi which can 
have its mouth only in the Florida Sea." 

He seems to have appreciated its size, 
saying it seems to encircle all our lakes, 
and emptving into the Red Sea (Gulf of 
Oidif omia) or that of Florida. 

In 1673, the good fathers on Lake Super- 
ior planned its discovery. Marquette was 
of the party and the only one whose narra- 
tive of the expedition is preserved. 

His map is published in Shears * 'Discovery 
and Exploration of the Mississippi," in fac- 
simile, from the original preserved in Mon- 
treal accompanied with a translation of his 
Journal. 

The map gives all of Lake Superior or 
**de Tracy, " but the extreme north; the 
west shore of **Lac des Illinois" (Michigan) 
tod the River **de la Conception" (Missis- 
sippi) by the Wisconsin by which river he 
entered, past the **Pekittanoui" or Missouri 
and the **Wabonkigon" (Ohio) to a village 
called Akansea. 'The travellers returned 
by the Illinois which is also laid down on 
the map. One can also recognize the early 
forms of many familiar names. 

A map published in this same year, aad 
to be found in Blome^s Brittania, London, 
seems almost the complement of that last 
described. It is said to be designed by 
**Mousieur Sanson, Geographer to the 
French king, and revised into EB^lish, and 
illustrated by Richard Blome, by ms Majes- 
ties especial Command." 

The relative positions of Lakes Erie and 
Huron, are much improved from former 
maps, and the peninsula between them 
much better given. The direction of the 
shores of Lake Erie (not named) are given 
more correctly than in most after maps un- 
til the present century. The whole lake 
is sunk too far to the south. Only the 
eastern end of Superior is given, and quite 
incorrectly. 

Lake Michigan proper is ignored, there 
appearing; Green Bay as **Lack of Puans" 
reaching far west but not completed. There 
are the usual ranges of mountains dividing 



the rest of the continent from the lower 
Mississippi Valley, the river appears without 
name, and emptying into the Bay of **Spir- 
ito Santo." 

The Glacial Sea a branch of Hudson's 
Bay, is not far nothwest of Lake Superior. 
The west coast of America is given only a 
little above the blunt northern end of the 
Island of California. 

Our Author thinks that there is some likeli- 
hood it may be discovered that Lake Superior 
**disburthens itself into the sea by two or 
more different courses, one towards us, 
which is that of Canada, another towards 
west and above California, the third to- 
wards the north and into the Christian Sea; 
and that the mouth of this may show us the 
way we have so long sought, to go to the 
East Indies by the West." 

Christian Sea, is another name 
for Hudson's Bay, which no doubt was 
supposed to open freely by the ** Glacicke 
Sea" already mentioned, to the west. 

Sanson was no donbt much indebted to 
maps, still in manuscript, of which what is 
now known is contained in the appendix to 
Mr. Parkman's Discovery of the Great West; 
an appendix very valuable upon the subject 
matter we are now pursuing. 

THE MAP OP GALmEB 1670, 

gives the Upper St. Lawrence, Lake Ontario, 
Kivei Niajjara, North Shore of Lake Erie, 
Detroit River, and the East and North 
Shores of Lake Huron, with considerable 
accuracy. He claimed to have visited these 
shores. 

About 1672, another map was made sup- 
posed to be by La Salle. 

All the great lakes, savs Mr. Parkman, 
arc laid down with considerable accuracy 

Opposite the site of Chicago is the state 
ment in effect that by a portage of a thou- 
sand paces one can go to the Kiver Colbert 
(Mississippi), and thence to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. 

The whole length of the Ohio River is 
laid down, with the name it now bears; so 
called by the Iroquois, on account of its 
beauty, which the Sieur de la Salle descend- 
ed* 

It is a pity these two maps are yet unpub- 
lished. The Mississippi must have been 
laid down from a fortunate guess, as La 
Salie himself was yet some years after to 
trace its course. 

In 1669 or 1670, he had entered within a 
few miles of Lake Erie, a branch of the 
Ohio; and descended as far as Louisville. 
In 1670, he embarked on Lake Erie, sailed 
through Huron passed thronach into Green 
Bav, and by that, into the main body of 
Lake Michigan. 
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Did he sail along the hitherto unexplor- 
ed south shore of Lake Erie, and was that 
the origin of the improved map? 

But very little was known of these jour- 
neys. La Salle was so eminent as an ex- 
plorer that his is one of four portraits of 
discoverers in the Capitol at Washington. 
He spent wealth, years, and wonderful 
energy in his travels. The Jesuit Annual 
Relations are our general authority for early 
Canadian history. He had ceased to belong 
to their order, and is never mentioned in 
these accounts. 

There are published no journals of his 
earlier travels. Others attempted in the ac- 
counts of his adventures, most widely circu- 
lated after his death, to steal bis glory and 
vilify him. He was finally murdered by 
his own men. 

There are however, in existence m France 
many documents, papers and maps of these 
times yet unpublished. Mr. Pierre Margry, 
of Pans, is especially noted for his knowledge 
of them. No one can investigate these early 
times without indebtedness to him. These 
valuable documents are soon to be given to 
the world, by Mr, Margry with the especial 
request and at the expense of the United 
States. I will state in this connection that 
this plan of publication orglnated with the 
Historical Societv at Cleveland. 

O. H. Marshall Esq. , of our neighboring- 
city of Buffalo, has recently visited Mr Mar- 
gry, and the result, is a very interesting 
address delivered before the Buffalo Histori- 
cal Society, which tell us in substance that: 

In 1669, La Salle, with Gallineeand anoth- 
er, was amons: the Senecas. wishing to 
explore the Ohio and Mississippi, and after a 
present of "two coats, four kettles, six batch 
ets, and some glass beads/' declared they 
had come "to see the people called by them 
*Toagenha* living on the River Ohio, " and 
desired a captive of that nation as a guide. 

They inquired about the route, and were 
told it required six days journey by land, of 
twelve leagues each. "This induced us to 
believe that we could not possibly reach it in 
that way, as we would hardly be able to 
carry for so long a journey our necessary 
provisions, much less our baggage. But 
they told us at the same time that in going 
to find it by the way of Lake Erie in canoes, 
we would h»^ve only a three days portage 
before arriving at that river, reacning it at a 
point much nearer the people we were 
seeking, than to go by Sonnontononan.'' 

If. they were to go by portage from the 
westerly end of Lake Erie, the ^*Toagenha** 
were probably well down the Ohio, and were 
no doubt the Shawn ees. 

They finally got two guides, one of whom 
—a Shawnee— fell to La Salle. The party 



went to the head of Lake Ontario, crossed to 
the Grand River, of Lake Erie, and there La 
Salle left them. They prosecuted a journey 
along the north shore, and by a roundabout 
way, back to Montreal. It was from this 
excursion, that Gallinee made his map. 

Where was La Salle during the next three 
years? Perhaps Mr. Margry's pai)er8 will 
tell us more fuDy. He was exploring, it is 
thought, during a portion of the time, the 
Ohio, and some of its branches. It m even 
thought by some, that he reached the Missis 
sippi, which he called "Colbert," after the 
Prime Minister of Louis XIV. 

Mr. MargiT, in a letter addressed to Col. 
Whittlesey, President of the Historical So- 
ciety, after expressing in the kindest manner 
his thanks, for the influence exerted here 
in behalf of his project, communicates the 
following extract from an unpublished letter 
of La Salle; (no date) which translated reads: 

"The river which ypu see marked on my 
map, of the southern coast of this Lake 
(Erie), and towards the extrem-ty, called by 
the Iroquois, " Tiotontaenon " is without 
doubt the passage into the Ohio, or Oiighira 
Sipon, as it is called in Iroquois, or in Otta- 
wa "The Beautiful River. '^ The distance 
from one to the other is considerable, and 
the communication more difficult; but with- 
in a days journey from its mouth at Lake 
Erie, (washing as it flows a beautiful coun- 
try,) and at a musket shot from its banks, 
thero is a little lake from which flows a 
stream, three or four fathoms (toises) wide 
at the outlet from the lake one fathom (toise) 
in depth. It soon changes however, into 
a river by the junction of a number of other 
streams, which after a course of a hundred 
leagues, without rapids, receives another 
small river that comes from near the Miamis, 
and five or six others quite as large, and 
flowing with greater rapidity along the de- 
clivity of a mountain and discharging into 
the Illinois (Ohio?) two leagues below a vil- 
lage and from thence into the River Colbert 
It is called Ouabachi or Aramouni." 

The original of this letter, was sent to Mr. 
Parkman, who kindly returned it with the 
following note. 

Jamaica Plains, Mass., 9 Sept., 1872. 

"Dear Sir: With regard to the extract 
from La Salle's letter, one or two points, 
are worth attention. It looks like an account 
made from hearsay. On the map described 
on pp. 406, 7 of "Discovery of Great West," 
the Maumee river is dearly laid down, with 
a portage direct to the Ohio, which is 
brought close to Lake Erie. This map is 
clearly anterior to 1680. On the map of 
Pranquelin, 1684, made after data furnished 
by La Salle, the Maumee is also laid down, 
with a branch of the Wabash, designated ae 
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R Agonasake, closely approaching it. Now 
I have little doubt that "la riviere que vous 
avez vue marquee dans ma carte," is the 
Maumee, the natural route "pour aller a la 
rivi§re Ohio ou Olcghin (Alleghany) Sipon." 
"The distance to the portage at Fort 
Wayne is certainly far more than "une, 
Joufnee, " but accuracy is scarcely to be ex- 
pected. After crossmg the portAge, La 
Salle 8i)eaks of a stream "qui se change 
bient5t en rviere par la jon'ition de quantity 
de semb'ables (et) qui apres le cours de plus 
de 100 lieues sans rapides regoit ime autre 
petite riviere qui vient de proche celle des 
Siiamis." Such a "petite riviere" is laid 
down on Franquelin's map. 

It flows into the Wabash, and anwers to 
the Tippecanoe. The "riviere des Miamis," 
on Pranquelin*s and the other contemporary 
maps, is the St. Joseph of Lake Michigan. 
La Salle goes on to say that the main river 
in question, called by him "Ouabache or 
Aramoni," "constant le long au penchant 
d*une montagne, se va descharger dans celle 
des Illinois deux lieues an dessous du village, 
et de la dans 'e fleuve Colbert" (Mississippi.) 

"He begins with professing to indicate the 
way to the Ohio, but ends with bringing the 
traveller not to the Ohio, but to the Illinois. 
I can see no other explanation of tiie passage, 
than that of a slip of the pen on La Salle's 
part, (or that of some copyist,) writing Illi- 
nois for Ohio. I can think of no other way 
of making the passage inteliigable. This 
solution derives some support, from the cir- 
cumstance that on Franquelin's map an In- 
dian vi lage Taarsila, is laid down a little 
above the mouth of the Wabash (Ouabache.) 
La Salle, you remember, says, that the 
mouth of his river is "two leagues below 
the village." 

"The river is called by him "Aramoni ou 
Ouabache. " He speaks a few years later, of 
another Aramoni, identical with the Big 
VermiUion, a branch of the lihnois. One of 
the branches of the Wabash, is also now 
called "Big Vermillion," and the name Ver- 
million is given to the county of Indiana, 
where th's branch joins the main stream. 
The coincidence is worth remarking. Ver- 
million is mentiond in La Salle's time, as 
among the chief articles of Indian trade, and 

Sossibly Aramoni may be the Illinois or 
[iami name for it. 

Yours very truly 

F. Pakkman. 
It is, as is seen, very difficult from the 
brief description, to trace La Salle's route. 
A common passage, in after years, was 
by the Maumee into the Wa'uash, by a port- 
age at Fort Wayue. In fact the Ohio and 
Wabash were frequently confounded. This 
portage was much easier than those farther 
east 



La Salle's portage may have been by some 
branch of the Maumee into some small lake, 
not easily found at this day. 

No doubt, M. Margry's maps and books 
will help us to locale mce accurately this 
description of a journey through a portion 
of Ohio into the river that is its southern 
boundary. 

La Salle in August 1679, launched into the 
Niagara river, above the falls, the first sail 
vessel navigating the lakes, called the Griffin. 
His plan was to sail through Lake Michigan, 
build another vespel on the Illinois, and fol- 
low down the Mississippi. Shea has sug- 
gested, that he had better have built a vessel 
on the Alleghany, and sailed down the Ohio; 
but he may have anticipated interruption in 
building his vessel and the portage was 
too long. He wished to build at Niagara a 
fort, but the Senecas would not allow it He 
sailed to Green Bay. His vessel was wreck- 
on her return, his men deserted. He began 
on the Kankakee a branch of the Illinois, the 
erection of Fort Broken Heart, "Creve- 
coeur " 

He sent Father Hennepin to explore the 
Illinois to the Mississippi, who in 1680, ex- 
plored the Mississippi north, as far as the 
falls named by him in honor of St. Anthony 
of Padua. Hennepin returned to France, 
and in 1683 published "Description de la 
Louisiane," with a map, of which morepres- 
entiv. 

La Salle entered the Mississippi, February 
6th, 1682, with three canoes. He followed 
its course and on the 9th of April 1682 en- 
tered the Sea. He returned up the stream. 

The next year he sailed from France, to 
reach the mouth of the river by sea, having 
sent Tonty down the stream to meet him. 
They were never to meet again. La Salle 
passed the mouth, and after great disheart- 
enings was killed by his own men, on a 
branch of the Trinity River, in Texas. 

Tonty returned disappointed, and his letter 
left with an Indian chief for La Salle, was 
delivered, fourteen years after to Iberville. 

Joutel, a fellow-townsman of La Salle, was 
his compan'on in his last unfortunate expe- 
dition, and its historian. His journal, with 
a map, was published in Paris in 1713, and 
an English edition of 1714, is in the Histor- 
ical Room. 

An account, however, by Father Douay, 
was also published in 1697, by Le Clercq, 
which was suppressed. Hennepin learned 
something of the narrative, and in 1697, pub- 
lished "Nouvelle Decouverte d'un tres 
grand Pays situe dans I'Amerique," contain- 
ing his former work and other matter. He 
has stamped himself as a wonderful liar, 
claiming to have himself, descended to the 
mouth of the Mississippi in 1680, with such 
circumstances as would of themselves show 
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his tale impossible; and habitually, making 
larger the stories of his first book. This was 
published in Utrecht, with a new map 
Henpepin having retired from France, ana 
I in 1698, an edition still enlarged, was pub- 
* lished in Lo ndon, with the same map; both 
aedicated to William, king of England. It 
so happened that Henrepin's books receiv- 
ed a wide circulation, and for a long 
time the expeditions ot La Salle were known 
mostjy through them. Hennepin did a good 
deal to debase the geographical accuracy of 
the maps of North America. 

His two maps correspond with his change 
of claims. His first shows the upper part of 
the Mississippi, having in the lower part a 
dotted line as a guess into the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. The other is carried to the Gulf, much 
abridged in length, but with the character- 
istic curves, islands, and cut offs. The up- 
per Mississippi is much alike in the two 
maps, though in the last Lake Superior is 
more correctly shaped, and Lake Slichigan 
Jess sprawling. 

The river Seignalay becomes the Illinois, 
and Fort des Miami s and the river it was 
on, now St. Joseph, is moved from the 
east and correct side of Lake Michigan to 
the west, The portage is marked alike in 
both. 

Lake Erie reaches down in the first, to 
latitude 34, like a well filled roimd sack with 
its bottom to the south, and its south shore 
is wonderfully inaccurate to follow so close- 
ly other maps based upon La Salle's. In the 
second Lake Erie is hardly mended, 
reaching like a narrow bag to latitude 37. 
A range of hills is below it, and from its 
source nearly to its mouth the **Hohio" flows 
west. The Missouri appears as the **Otenta," 
reaching far from the west, and as in Mar- 
quette's'map the name the river now bears 
appears among the people upon its banks. 
The Ohio is in another place called the 
**Ouye," and below it are the mountains 
'*Apalache." 

The Falls of Niagara, called in the first 
map the Grand Fall — and said in his first 
book to be 500 feet high — have grown in the 
second map to be more than 600. 

Lake de Conty, or Erie, of the first map, 
is in the second Lake Eiie, or **du Ghat," 
the ancient Eries having been otherwise 
called Nation of the Cat. 

The tribe themselves Erieckronois (Er'e 
Nation) are well along the lake* 

Several rivers appear; but the whole lake 
and country included in Ohio are so incor- 
rectly given that there is no place for a river 
to flow" correctly or be identified. 

The Sioux appear where they were first 
heard of. They were feared in the West 
inuch as the Iroquois in the Easr; and con- 
tinued to inhabit much the same place where 



they made war as late as 1865, two hundred 
years after they are first heard of. 

The map in Joutel's * 'Journal of La Salle's 
Last Voyage," London, 1714, is little more 
than a sketch. The lower part bears marks 
of actual observation, though the the Missis- 
sippi is not as correctly given in its course as 
in Hennepin's even. It is called Mississippi, 
or Colbert, with a note that in the year 1712 
* 'it changed its name and iscaUed St. Louis." 

The Missouri appears by that name. The 
river "UUinois or Seignely" is too far east. 
A branch, the "Ram any," reaches beloi^ the 
west end of Lake **Eria," the direction and 
position of which is more correct than in Hen- 
nepin's, but it has square ends. The river 
"Douo or Abacha'" (Ohio or Wabash), is far 
too small and too far south. 

M. Joutel returned along the Illinois. On 
the 19th of August, 1687, he passed the 
"River called Houabache" (Ohio), "said to 
come from the country of the Iroquois 
towards New England." He thought it a 
very fine river, extraordinarily clear, and 
its current gentle. 

His Indians "offered up to it by way of 
sacrifice some tobacco and beef steaks, which 
they fixed on forks, and left them on the 
bank to be disposed of as the river thought 
fit." 

If Hennepin had a rival in literary 
fame, it wajs the 

BABON LA HONTAN, 

whose maps were as mendacious as the other's 
books. His travels, published at The Hague 
in 1705, have only a small map of the lake 
region, where Lake Ontario is not far from 
round, and Lake Erie has a very square, 
broad end towards the east. 

He reports to have traveled up a large 
river, emptying into the Mississippi about 
where St. Paul now stands. After travelling 
up this river for eighty days, he returned, 
having found many and ciVilized tribes of 
Indians, and being informed that the river 
continued its course from the west until with 
a short portage connection was made with 
another large river, flowing westward and 
emptying into the salt sea. 

His river was called according to some 
people the "Dead River," because of its 
slow current, while others called it the 
"Long River." 

He has a large map on a smaller and 
wider scale in the edition published at 
the Hague in 1715. 

Lake Superior is not badly-shaped though 
it turns too much to the northwest. 

Lake Illinois has more nearly its proper 
shape than on most contemporary maps, 
though its south part is carried too ?ar west. 

The passages to the Mississippi by the 
head of Lake Superior by the Wisconsin 
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river, and by the Saint Joseph and Dlinois, 
are all well marked. 

The **Ouabach" does not show its origin. 

This literary imposture seems more re- 
markable than Hennepin's. The latter seems 
to have been moved by malice toward La 
Salle, and vanity for himself to claim dis- 
coveries of real objects though with a strong 
exa;;geration in describing them. He 
doubtless expected his claims to be success- 
ful. 

La Hontan apparently drew purely upon 
his imagination in falsehoods which must 
necessarily be detected. The account of 
LouK riyer is contained in a letter pur- 
porting to have been written in 1689 in 
Michilimacinac. 

As the Indians told Nicholas de Yignan tales 
of western waters, and the missionaries of 
the Mississippi, the * 'Great Water," so they 
may have told La Hontan stories either not 
well understood or perhaps purposely mis- 
leading, as Indians have always been wont 
to do. The Baron was in his day consid- 
ered a man of respectability abroad, and 
was afterwards Governor of New Found- 
land. His book ends with a conjju- 
gat on of the verb to love, in the Indian 
tongue. The upper end of his riv- 
er was singularly enough a salt lake, in 
latitude 45, and supposed to be far over to- 
wards the west coast, and the furthest Indi- 
ans he saw, knew the Spaniards. One might 
think he had ascended the Missouri and the 
Platte, and been told of the Salt Lake and 
the Spaniards beyond, except that he care- 
fully tells that after returning from the Long 
River he descended the Mississippi and then 
ascended the Missouri. The Baron's Dead 
River and Salt Lake had life enough to creep 
into the maps of many highly respectable 
geographers. One 

BNOLIBH OBOORAFHBR, HERMAN MOLL, 

several of whose maps are in the His- 
torical Room, evidently believed m him 
fuUy. The lakes appear much larger than 
in La Hontan^s maps, but all in the same 
peculiar forms as in La Hontan; while the 
"Long River" and the Salt Lake are all laid 
down with express reference to our imagina- 
tive traveler. 

Moirs dated maps range from 1711 to 1720. 
The Ohio is called the Sault River; the Wa- 
bash the Oubach or St. Jerome; the name 
Oubach in one instance covering tiie lower 
Ohio. 

In the map of 1711, the Upper Ohio is 
called Ochio, and takes its origin m Oniasont 
Lake (Chautauqua). 

The map of 1720 makes the Wabash rise 
in this lake. It flows along pandlel witb 
Lake **Ime or Chat," and not fifty miles 
south of it. 



In fact, a correct kno wedge of the Ohio 
was yet far off, and for many years it was 
yet to be represented nearly parallel to the 
lake, and too near it. Where white men 
travelled through the present State of Ohio 
at all, they took portage on the rivers at the 
west part of the State, the portages bein^ 
much easier, and the travel safer for the 
French. 

A map of Peter Schenck, Amsterdam, 
1708, makes the river Auabach, otherwise 
called Ohio or Belle River, with a portage from 
the Maumee. This map is evidently taken 
from the French, and is superior in general 
knowledge to others of the same map maker 
of date apparently not long previous. 

JOHN HOMANS 

was a celebrated geographer of about this 
date, of Nuremberg, and it seems singular 
that a town so inland should have been so 
famous in geography as Homans and his 
heirs, and others made it. His large atlas, 
in four thick folio volumes, is in the library 
of the American Geographical Society. A 
general map of North America is in the 
room of our own Historical Society. It is a 
photograph taken by Mr. E. Decker, of our 
city, from the origina' owned by him. La 
Hontan's River and Lake are down,but Lake 
Erie is more like Hennepin's,reaching far to 
the South. Lake Superior has a long arm 
to the West. Maps on a larger scale in the 
grand atlas represent the lakes better. 
The rivers Wabash and Ohio are one. John 
Senex, F. R. S., (English), in 1710, gives a 
better representation of the lakes. He makes 
the Wabash, Oho or Belle River, all the 
same. He has the Long River down, and 
the lake beyond it. He gives a brief ac- 
count of its discovery, but with a suspicion 
of the truth, says: ^^Un^ess the Baron La 
Hontan has invented these things, which is 
hard to resolve, he being the only person 
that has traveled into those vast countries." 
In the room of the Historical Society is 
the General Atlas of the World of 

JOHN SBNKX, LONDON, 1721, 

a huge folio volume. 

A map of 1719 is quite inaccurate. Lake 
'*Erius, or Felis als Cadaraqua," looks like a 
flight of steps, such are its sinuosities. The 
west end has so narrow a strait into the 
rest of the lake that it seems almost a sepa- 
rate lake. 

The Felians (Cats, or Eries,) appear in 
large letters, while thetr.be then really hold- 
ing the countiT modestly appears in small 
pica as the ''Sinneks,'' on a small stream. 
Oneida Lake empties into Lake Erie by a 
river named **Onyaas." 

The Ohio is laid down very imperfectly, 
with only the name— Sabsgungs— to that 
branch, the Ohio above the Wabash. Neither 
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Ohio or the Wabash rise as far east as the 
west of Lake Erie. 

A map of Louisiana and the Mississippi, 
inscribed to William Law, however, is quite 
full and satisfactory, and up to the learn- 
ing of the times. It is plainly based upon 
the maps of the French geographer De 
L'IsIe. 

The Ohio, or Belle, rises well up as it 
should. After the union with the Wabash, 
it is caUed the **Ouabache, or St. Jerome.' 
Lake Sandouske appears by that name with 
the islands. 

^'Chicagou" appears with houses meant 
for Indian huts, but looking as if our neigh* 
bor, settled so late and grown so fast, was 
then something of a town. 

La Hontan's river does not appear, though 
he is not unfrequently quoted in the text. 

"Louisiana," or what the French call 
**West Canada," and the Spaniards "Flori- 
d&y^ includes all the West, 

The Mississippi scheme was then in full 
favor. 

Our author says the French King gave a 
grant of this country to M. Grozat, 14th 
September, 1712, K. S.; the River Missis- 
sippi being then called St. Louis, and the 
country, Louisiana, and the country now 
given to the "United French East and West 
India Companies," "the shares of whose 
stock by the management of Mr. Law, a 
Scotch gentleman, rose in 1719 to 1200 per 
cent., by which many people in France and 
elsewhere ^ot vast estates." 

He describes all the lakes except Erie, and 
not badly. 

He places south of the Ohio River by his 
map, "a desert 160 leagues in compass, 
where the Illinois hunt *cows,* " meanins: 
buffaloes. 

The time was now approaching when 
the geographv of our interior waw to be 
more thoroughly studied. The French had 
long completed their chain of occupation 
through the lakes and the Mississippi, and 
were gradually establishing other posts 
further to the east. 

The Enp:lish had taken the Iroquois under 
their nommal protection. 

The next map I shall mention is in a 

"description op carolana,"london,1727, 
by Daniel Coxe. Our author is careful to 
state in the first line of his book that 
"Carolana and Carolina are two distinct 
though bordering provinces, the east of 
Carolana joinmg to the west ot Carolina," 
and the title of the book indicates that 
Carolana is but another name for the Spanish 
Florida and Frencii Louisana, claimed to be 
English property and granted bv Charles 
1st to Sir Robert Heath and then belonging 
to persons holding under his title. 



The Ohio in this map makes from its 
source "back of New York," a much more 
proper curve m its course than any of the 
maps we have mentioned, instead 
of the general direction near Lake 
Erie. The "Ouabachee" has its 
source about the middle of Lake Erie 
and close to it, and joins with the Ohio in a 
lake twenty miles long and ten miles above 
the Mississippi. 

Mr. Coxe was a believer in what he cal's 
the "faithful and judicious history of the 
Baron La Hontan. " The Long River and the 
great interior lake, appear on his map, and 
the long journey, the civilized nations, the 
great ships and well built houses in his book. 

The Long River he calls otherwise the 
Mitchagona, and the Moingana (Des Moines), 
(a river suggested by other early geographers 
as being the "Long River" itself,) takes a 
diagonal from it to the Mississippi. 

He thinks that if ever it comes to be settled, 
there will be easy communication with the 
Pacific by a branch of the Great Yellow 
River across a ran^e of hills little north of 
New Mexico to a nver flowing into a great 
lake. 

The Yellowstone really has its source very 
near the Lewis; but it is doubtful if this 
fact was then known. Coxe suggests that 
the lake is the same as the Baron's. 

A geographer very celebrated in his time, 
was 

WILLIAM DE L'iSLB, ROYAL GEOGRAPHER 

to the French Kinsr. He was bom in 
in 1675 died m Paris in 1726; and is consid- 
ered the most learned geographer of France. 
He produced a large number of excellent 
maps, having wonderful industry, and was 
the authority for map makers of all ether 
countries. 

He seems to have worked modestly, and 
at his death was preparing a new map of 
America which he hoped to be much better 
than those he bad made already. 

Governor Burnett of New York, in his 
memoir to the Lords of Trade governing the 
English colonies, Nov, 26 1720, (V. N. Y. 
Col. Doc. 577) complains that De Lisle in 
his map of 1718, makes encroachments on 
the Kmg's territories from his map of 1703 
complaining that "All Canada is taken in 
fifty leagues all along the edge of Pensilva- 
nia and New York more than in the former 
map." 

It is instructive to see how often De 
L'Isle's maps are mentioned in the Colonial 
dispatches, and how many plans even of the 
English territories taken from them, were 
sent to England. 

Gov. Colden, who was excellent authority, 
in his memoir on the Fur Trade, Nov. 18 
1724 (V. Col. Doc. p. 726) refers to this 
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encroachment of the maps, and speaks of the 
French as being indefatigable in discoveries 
and commerce with (Indian) nations 
of which the English know nothing but 
what they see in French maps and books. In 
another place he describes the map of 1718 as 
being the best he had seen. As late as 1755 we 
find Palairet describing a new chart drawn 
by Mr. Buache from the memoirs of M. de 
L'Isle, and published in 1750. 

The maps of De L'Is'e in the Historical 
Room are, one from Covens' and Mortier's 
atlas, published at Amsterdam in 1722; and 
a f ac-simile of one with no date, but evident- 
ly late in De L'Isle*s life, found in the Hist. 
Collections of Louisiana, by B. F. French, 
part 2, 1850. 

The very maps discussed by the colonists 
in their complaints, wou d be of great interest. 

The lakes in the two maps above named, 
are much alike, and approaching accuracy; 
Ontario is somewhat round and Erie too 
round at the west end. 

On both maps the Ohio flows too near the 
Lake. The last only extends east to the half 
of Lake Erie. The first shows the Ouabache, 
otherwise called the Ohio or Belle River, 
rising m the Oniasonke Lake, brought down 
nearly to the northern boundary of Mary- 
land. 

The colony of New York has very narrow 
limits by the colored lines, the French terri- 
tory being bounded by Lake Champlain, a 
line from its south end striking New Jersey 
and then following the bounds of New Jersey 
to the northern line of Pennsylvania which 
turns south long before it reaches lake 
Erie. 

On this map appears La Hontan's Salt Lake 
and Long River caVed here the **Moin- 
gona. " 

In the other map, which is abetter one, the 
lake and Long river are left out, and the Mo- 
ingona appears with the alias *'Des Moines.'' 
The Wabash and Ohio are better, the Ohio 
being a branch of the Ouabache or 8t Jer- 
ome. In neither of these maps is the course 
of the Ohio as correctly defined as in Coxe's 
map. 

Coxe's travels were in the southern part of 
our country, and there is nothing in his 
books to sliow how he arrived at this knowl- 
edge of the Ohio. The course he gives it does 
not seem the work of chance. 

I suspect that Coxe was after all consider 
ably indebted to De L'Isle. 

South of the Ohio appears the same desert 
"where the Illinis hunt cattle." 

The location of tribes, forts, and mines, is 
quite full. In fact, most of the early map 
makers had a quick eye for promise of min- 
eral wealth. 

The last map shows the St. Peter or Mini 
Sota rising in a lake of some size. Not 



far off is a smaller lake, with an outlet to the 
north, as if to lend color to Mr. Perkins' 
surmise that La Hontan's river may have 
been the St. Peter widened with its waters 
set back, and rising near Red River, flowing 
through Lake Winnepeg and Nelson River 
into Hudson's Bay a salt sea, supposed on 
report to be the desired route to the East. 
(N. A. Review, Jany., 1889 wntmgs of J.H. 
Perkins Vol. 2 p 167.) 

The English were now giving much atten- 
tion to the interior of America. 

In 1701, the Iroquois made a deed to the 
King of Great Brit i an, speciously claimed 
by the English to convey the right of sov- 
ereignty to that monarch. 

In 1726, Governor Burnett sends to the 
Board of Trade, a deed dated Sept. 14 of that 
year, from three of the Five Nations, con- 
firming the deed of 1701 and and also claim- 
ed to grant land said to extend from the 
Cuyahoga River east. (V Col. Rec. 800) This 
deed is recorded in Albany, and the Gover- 
nor sent to England two maps with the 
places named marked in red ink. 

The English maps, however, were yet 
based on the French and not with the best of 
judgment. 

There lies before me an atlas of ** America 
Septentrionalis" (North) by Henry Popple, 
published in London in 1733, and now in the 
Historical Room. 

These maps were undertaken with the ap- 
probation of the Lords of Trade, using all 
the maps, eharts, and observations that 
could be found; and especially the authentic 
records and actual surveys transmitted by 
the governors of the British Plantations. 
They are certified to strongly as more accur- 
ate than any extant by "*ye Learned Dr. 
Edm Halley" of Oxford, and F. R S. The 
engraver has bestowed much labor upon 
them, but the progress is backwards. Lake 
Ontario or Frontenac forms two well shaped 
steps toward the northeast. Lake Erie is 
long and runs due east and vvest; Lake Hur- 
ron is much too short north and south; Lake 
Illinois is drawn too short; Lake Superior is 
drawn too far north with a great square 
bay below its whole east half. 

Our old acquaintance the Long River, re- 
appears as Moingona. The Hohio, is as usu- 
al, near the lake with a branch from the 
south from the Chautauqua Lake there not 
named. 

A consciousness, slightly mtelligent, ap- 
pears of the bays and rivers flowing north 
into Lake Erie and * I Sandoski . ' The Miam i 
and Muskingum, not named, appear as 
branches of the Ohio; the Miami havinj^ ap- 
peared much larger and named previously in 
the maps of De L'Isle. 

The scale on which the larger maps are 
drawn is very satisfactory; and the various 
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portages showing routes of travel are laid 
down with care. 

Chicagou appears \vith its houses and its 
river of "that name with Fort Miamis or 
Ouamis, which was rea'ly located on the St. 
Joseph on the east side of Lake Michigan, 
there called Illinois. 

On the west side of the lake appears the 
**Melleky" River, (Milwuakee?) 

A map by Emanuel Bowen, of the Euro- 
pean settlements in America 1774. is of in- 
terest us being published with tlie book of 
that name, of which Edmund Burke was the 
principal author. It is too small to be valu- 
able 

Behrings Straits appear in latitude 45, as 
the **supposed Str. of Annian." 

FATHER Charlevoix, 

a French Jesuit of sense and ability pub- 
lished in 1744 a History of New France 
in six volumes, illusrated by maps and 
plans of great value. This is the edi- 
tion in the Historical Room. The work 
has been translated within a few years, 
with copious and very able notes by Dr. 
John G. Shea, a gentleman well known to 
scholars by his many services to the learning 
of ancient America and to a wider public by 
his occasional publications, and as the au- 
thor of all the articles on Indian matters in 
the new American Cyclopedia. 

This edition is in the city library. It is to 
be regretted that it does not secure a larger 
audience by being published in less expens- 
ive, and more compact form. 

The work contains an excellent introduc- 
tory bibliographical notice by Charlevoix of 
the geograpical and historical works used by 
him. 

Charlevoix was born in 1682, and died 
176L He was sent as missionary to Canada, 
and his journal in the form of letters of his 
journey through Canada, the country of the 
Illinois, and down the Misslssipi, covers 1720 
to 1722. 

The map in his Journal is too small to 
compare in value with those in his History. 

Vol. 1 of that work contains a general 
map reaching nearly to the north of Lake 
Huron; and vol 5, a map of the great lakes. 
In general accuracy they are a great advance 
on former maps. The author modestly at- 
tributes this in great degree to K Bellin, 
engraver of the department of Marine and 
the charts and plans acci mulated there. 

Lake Ontario is still too round, Lake Erie 
with a broad round end east, and the middle 
of the lake lowest rounding easily towards 
each end. Lake Michigan Ties too much to- 
wards the southeast, and Lake Superior is 
too broad. 

Isle Royal still appears twice; once under 
that name, and again as I. Philippeaux or 



I. Minong, the name given to it by Cham- 
plain. 

Charlevoix speaks of the mines of Lake 
Superior as having been re-discovered m his 
time after being forgotten for 70 years. 

La Hontan's river is dropped not again to 
appear, and a note on the map says that the 
sources of the Moingoaa are not known. 

Chicagou has become a *'Port" 

Among the aflOiuents of the Illinois ap- 
pears the river *'de3 Iroquois," a fact alleg- 
ed afterwards as illustrating the extent o^ 
the occupation of that tribe. 

The river "Ouabache ou St. Jerome" takes 
its rise in lakes near the Maumee much re- 
duced in size reminding one of La Salle's 
letter before quoted 

The Maumee is c died Miamis. 

The present Miami and the Scioto both 
rise very near the lake with each a portage. 
The first is called the Chionouske, the 
second the Chiagu6s. 

The mastodon had apparently been found, 
for near the falls of the Ohio is a note that 
here were found in 1729 the bones of an ele- 
phant. 

The upper branches of the **Oyo ou La 
Belle" are liberally represented; and along 
them and the Ohio appear Indian Villages. 
The ancient Eries, ** who were destroyed by 
the Iroquois," are fairly located between the 
lake and the river. . 

The source of the Ohio is carried east and 
opposite the end ef Lake Erie. 

On the one map a branch from the north 
flows from th**, Chautauqua Lake called 
Lake Niatacnon, the stream from it Little 
Kannavagon, flows into Great Kanavagen,be- 
coming in Evans' map 1755, Canavagy Creek, 
and still called Conewango Creek; on the 
other map this becomes the portage and Lake 
of Kanavangon. 

River **au Beufs" (Buffalo River) starts 
from a lake near Erie, and represents French 
Creek. 

On this as on previous maps is a marked 
bay with two small rivers which I have no 
doubt is an exaggeration of the curve of the 
Lake at Cleveland. 

In the west end of Lake Erie are Ratt'e- 
snake Islands, *'des Serpens Sonnettes." 

I have said early in these papers that the 
south shore of Lake Erie was the last part of 
the Lake region to become known, a fact il- 
lustrated by our author's notes along it— "all 
this shore is nearly unknown." 

That the English had begun to work over 
the mountains, appears in the English posts 
and names on the Cherokee river and its 
branches, now the Tennessee. 

Charlevoix left Niagara to goby the north 
shore of Lake Erie, May 21, 1721. He says 
the course by the south shore was much 
more agreeable, but longer by half. Hi« 
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Bcription of Lake Erie is in the second vol- 
ume of his Journal. 

I may be pardoned for mentioning that 
my copy published in London, 1761, has in it 
the auto^ph and arms of Sir. Wm. John- 
son. Bom in Lreland,he settled in central New 
York, m 1746 was made a war chief of the 
Lroquois; in 1755 a baronet of Great Britain, 
in 1756 ** Colonel, Agent and sole Sup- 
intendent of aU the affairs of the Six Nations 
and other northern Indians." His life was 
for some time before his death half the histo- 
ry of New York. He disd jnst as the Revo, 
lution commenced, and his children and her- 
editary influence cairied the Iroquois against 
us in that contest. He negotiated the treat- 
ies under which the British claimed the 
country of the Ohio. 

The arms arc supported on tach side by 
Indians with bows and arrows, surmounted 
by flags, spear, and tomahawk. The crest is 
an uplifted hand with an arrow. The motto 
is **Deo Regique Debeo." I owe duly to Qod 
and the King. The coat of arms caused me 
first to suspect the book once his. 

1755, the year of Braddock's defeat, was a 
fruitful year for maps. 

In 1748, the Ohio company had been form- 
ed with the design to settle beyond the Alle- 
ghanies or ^^Endless mountains" as named 
time and again in the maps. 

In 1750, Qist their surveyor traveled down 
the Ohio. 

Early in the year 1753, the English learned 
that the French had crossed Lake Erie, for- 
tified Presque Isle, (now Erie) and settled 
upon the branches of the upper Ohio. 

WASHINGTON 

was sent to see them. His journal com- 
mencing Oct. 31st. 1753, was published in 
London, 1754, accompanied by a map the 
author of which does not appear. 

It is evidently based upon that of Charle- 
voix but with additions. 

Lake Erie has at its east end more its proper 
course. At Presque Isle appears a French 
fort with a portage fifteen miles to another 
on '*Beef River or French Creek." 

The Mahoning River appears as Great Bea- 
ver Creek, the name Beaver now existing in 
the lower river and eastern branch. 

Two streams appear, one called Yellow 
Creek, between that and the Muskingum, 
caUed with its branch to the north (Tusca- 
rawas River), White Woman's Creek. Tus- 
karoras is a village upon the east branch. 
Muskingum, and White Woman's Town, 
are two villages at the junction. 

Farther southwest we find the Hokhoking 
^Hocking), with a village of the name upon 

The "Sikader" River (Scioto) is well defin- 
ed. Then the Little Miami without name, 



the ''Qreat Ifiyamis" with name, both quite 
incorrectly, with an English post "Pikkava- 
linna" (Pickawiliiny) upon the Great Miami. 

From a small stream at the east end of 
Lake Erie to the Miamis, entering at the 
other end, no stream appears on the south 
shore of Lake Erie. 

A criticism appears, that the space be- 
tween the **Aiiigany Mountains and the 
Mississippi is too great in the French maps." 
I do not see that m this or in the French 
maps the space differs materially from the fact. 

tn 1755 was published at London **The 
History of the Five Indian Nations" by C. 
Colden, Surveyor (General of New York. 
Although the book is valuable and in 1750 
Governor Burnett supposed Colden **to 
know the geography of this country better 
than any other person," the map in the sec- 
ond volume of this work is of little value, 
and carries one back in Ohio to the old mis- 
takes. 

There are in the rooms of the Historical 
Society, two maps dated 1755, designed 
especially to show the dispute between dreat 
Britain and France 

One published by R. and J. Ottens, Am- 
sterdam, is in a reprint of Mitchell's atlas 
of that date published at Amsterdam by 
Covens and Mortier, and presented by Rev. 
E, A. Dalrymple the. Secretary of the Mary- 
land Historical Society, to our own. 

The other is engraved by Thomas Kit<;hen 
and sold in London, but even the title is 
French. These maps, as well as one in the 
Historical Rooms published at Amsterdam 
1752 were, lam satisfied, the 14th of 
the Atlas Methodique of J. PaKiret ^'aizrent 
of their High Mightinesses the States General 
of the United ftovince &c., and described 
in his **Concise Description*? for the better 
explaining of the map, London 1755. 

The territory marked disputed, is bounded 
north by the Lower St. Lawrence, ths Ottawa, 
a line north of Lake Huron and turning 
south to the Lake near its west end, thence 
hy L^ke Huron, Michigan, and the lUinois 
River, to and down the Mississippi River; 
Thence along the Gulf to Pensacoia Bay, 
thence irregularly north stretching towards 
the east, and west, again north through 
the middle of Tennessee, thence south of and 
neariy parallel to the Ohio and about seven- 
ty miles distant nearly to its source, thence 
about thirty or forty mi es west of present 
Buffalo to Lake Ontario, thence alonj? its 
south shore and in a line with it to the head 
of Lake Champlain and neariy to the Con- 
necticut River thence up to opposite the 
outlet of Lake Champlain, thence nearly east 
to the sea. 

In these maps the bay which I have spok- 
en of as in other maps intended for the de- 
pression in Lake Erie at Cleveland, is called 
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Canahogae Bay, and a settlement upon the 
east side of the river Gwahoga. 
At **8aadu8ke" is a French fort. 

LEWIS EVANS 

was an American geographer and sur- 
veyor, bom about 1700, and died June, 
1756. His home was in Pennsylvania, and 
he was much employed there and else- 
where. 

He published a map of the Middle Colo- 
nies in 1755, with an anal> sis. The map it- 
self is an eptome of history and geography. 
It was engraved by J as. Tiirner and printed 
by B. Franklin and D. Hall in Philadelphia 
It was dedicated to Governor Pownall, who 
in 1776 published a folio (also in the Histori- 
cal Room) with an enlarged analysis but the 
same map, in which the Governor stood 
stoutly by his deceased friend against other 
maps pirated or other. 

The advance in local knowledge in this 
map is large. 

The Cherage River marked -^deep," lies in 
such a position that it must be the Conneaut. 
Between that and the Cuyahoga is a small 
stream called the Elk, which may be either 
the Grand or Chagrin- 

The Cayahoga is laid down with local but 
not accurate knowledge; it is said to be 
muddy and pretty gentle. Up stream on the 
east are the **Tawas." Oppos te is a French 
House with a Mingo town just above it. It 
rises in a pond with a portage of one mile to 
a branch of the Muskingum. 

The next river west is the "Guahadahuri," 
not far from the Sanduskv River, and seem- 
ingly too tar west to be tie Black although 
the name sounds a little like the ''Canasado- 
hara," the name given to the Black by James 
Smith, prisoner m the country just south of 
Lake Erie in 1755. 

Tne Sandusky River has Wiandot on the 
east. Fort Sandusky on the west; above them 
is a round lake, the river flowing directly 
north. The inference would be that the lake 
was intended for the bay, and the village 
and fort were situated respectively on the 
south and north side of the narrower part of 
the bay. 

Above the lake on the east is **Junandat" 
built 1754, and a Wyandot village. 

A portage of four miles leads to the Scioto, 
and one of ten to the Miami. 

Lake Erie is too square at its ends, and too 
near east and west. 

This map ispartly reproduced and des- 
cribed in Col. Whittlesey^s History of Cleve 
land. 

The land between the Cuyahoga and Con- 
neaut Rivers is **level rich land intermixed 
with swamps and ponds.'' 

The Beaver has two branches; the east in- 



terlocks with the "Cherage" and "French 
Creek^" ihe other (Mahoning) westward with 
Muskingum and Cuyahoga; on this, flowing 
nearly due east, are many salt springs about 
thirty miles above the forks." Mr. Evans 
thinks the swamps and ponds prevent a good 
portage to the Cuyahoga, "but will no doubt 
in future ages be fit to open a canal between 
the waters of Ohio and Lake Erie." 

Cuyahoga is "muddy and middling swift" 
but nowhere obstructed with Falls or Rifts. 
As this has fine land, and extended mead- 
ows, lofty timber oak and mulberry fitted 
for ship-building, walnut, chesnut, and pop- 
lar for domestic services, and furnishes the 
shortest and best portage between Ohio and 
Lake Erie, and its mouth is sufficient to re- 
ceive good sloops from the Lake, it wi'l in 
time become a place of consequence." 

The Muskingum has coals, white clay and 
free-stone, marked on the map. Whetstone, 
freestone, coal, salt, nnd petroleum are 
marked in such a way as to show an intelli- 

fent examination by his informants, for Mr. 
Ivans says his knowledge of the Ohio coim- 
try was from traders and others. 

Opposite Wheeling Creek are antique 
sculptures. 

The map has many trails and portages 
with distances marked, which are not noticed 
here as that may be the subject of a fu- 
ture paper. 

Opposite Sandusky are laid down three is- 
lands stretching at regular distances across 
the lake, where the Indians cross from Can- 
ada to trade. 

A map which was repeatedly printed, 
much used and long authority, was Mitch- 
eU's. 

JOHN MITCHELL, M. D. P. R. 8. , 

came to Virginia early in the 18th century, 
as a botanist. He Uvea long m Amer ca, and 
died in England in 1768. 

His large and elaborate map has a certifi- 
cate from John Pownall, Secretary of the 
Board of Trade and brother of Governor 
Thomas, that it was undertaken at his re- 
quest, composed from drafts, charts and act- 
ual surveys, transmitted from >the different 
colonies by the governors thereof. This cer- 
tificate is dated July 1 1755. 

The various editions of the map gen- 
erally have no date but this. It con- 
tinued to be much thought of, and was used 
by the Commissioners in making the treaty 
of peace in 1783 by which our country be- 
came a nation. The copy thus used was not 
long since presented by the English Govern- 
ment to Hon. Chas. Francis Adams who 
gave it to the American Geographical Socie- 
ty; and it hangs as a principal ornament in 
its lecture room in New York City. 

There are three copies of Mitchell's map in 
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the Historical room, one published in Lon- 
don and the other two in Holland. 

A copy of Mitcheirs map belonging to Mr. • 
Barras of E. B. Hale and Co. » seems, a** far 
as lean judge, to be of the edition used at the 
treaty. 

The governors no doubt had given a good 
deal of pains to make accurate returns. 

Governor Moore of New York, in 1766 
writes to the Earl of Dartmouth **Imust 
knowledge to your lordship that upon men- 
tioning a map I cannot help being under 
some kind of terror from the remembrance 
of what I suffered in the last attempt ot this 
kind; the breach which was then made in 
my small fortune is bv no means repaid." 

Many places were laid down from observa- 
tions. William Smith, the early historian of 
New York,declared it to be **the only authen- 
tic one extant at the time;" and it certainly 
appears to be a great advance upon previous 
attempts. It is nearly as full in. comments 
as Evans* covering much more territory. 
The whole map is more artistic and less stiff 
than Evans'. That part of it covering Ohio 
is sometimes more accurate than Evans', 
and sometimes less so. 

No river is named between Presque Isle 
and present Cleveland. The Conneaut has 
not its proper curve from the east to the 
north. Then two smaller rivers, lisely the 
Grand and ChagriL ; then the Gwahago Riv- 
er with Gwahoga, an Iroqouis town thirty 
miles from its mouth between its branches. 
The river empties into '*Canahogue Bay, 
middle of the Lake." 

It is forty miles by trail from the Cuya- 
hoga to the Sandusky River; and the coun- 
try between called Canahogue, is the seat of 
war, the mart of trade and chief hunting: 
grounds of the Six Nations on the lakes and 
the Ohio. 

Ple^ ity of salt ponds appear about thirty 
to forty miles south of the Lake. 

Sandusky Bay not named, is the bottom 
of the lake; the river is named "Blanc" 
(White). Junandat appears as a town nam- 
ed Ayonanton, between a branch to the east 
and lake of considerable size called Otsand- 
erket, which seems like a repetition of San- 
dusky Bay although it is made the source of 
a principal and eastern branch of the Mus- 
kingum or Elk River. These names occur 
in a letter dated Aug. 10, 1751, from Marquis 
de la Jonquiere to Governor Clinton which 
says that three Englishmen were arrested at 
Ayonontout, the place selected in 1747 by 
Nicolas, the rebel Huron Chief, as his strong: 
hold near the little lake of Otsanderket (VI 
N. Y. Col. Doc. p. 733). This is supposed by 
the editor of the Col. Doc. , to be the same 
place with Junandat which post was built in 
1754. 

The Ohio River has an alias of "Splawaci- 



piki;" but the first name has maintained its 
ground. 

The SciotD is also called the "Chianotho." 

Evans' knowledge of Ohio from the re- 
ports of the traders and agents traveling over 
the mountains and into that country, "ivas 
more practical and reliable than that from 
the officials of New york. 

The general form of Lake Erie is the best 
in Mitchell. 
The Maumee is best in his map. 

There are English factories in Ohio. 

The territory claimed by the English is 
bounded by the western and northern limits 
of Palairet; and it is claimed that since tUe 
year 1672, when the Iroquois overcame the 
Shawnees they were in possession, and 
granted their rights to the English in 1701, 
renewed in 1726 and 1744. 

The bounds of the province of Pennsyl- 
vania include most of central New York 
State reaching as far north as Niagara R ver, 
as far east as sixty miles west of the Hudson, 
and including a corner of Canada. The map 
is of great value for locating Indian tribes. 

The river Melliki appears again with Mis- 
konakimina at its mouth. 

A map of Louisiana, 1757 by M. Le Page 
Du Pratz and accompanying his Histoire de 
la Louisiane, Paris 1758, is far behind the 
times. Even the Dead River is raised again 
and called the Grand. Lake Erie has its old 
form of a flight of steps. He is fully up with 
the times in pushing the "Montes Apalaches" 
pretty well east, and making them every- 
where the English boundary. 

A map of date 1758, by Captain Pouchot, is 
sent by him from Montreal, April 14, to Mar- 
shal a Belle Isle. The English frontier he 
lays down "from their best maps." His map 
is in his "Memoirs on the Last War," and in 
volume X, N. Y. Col. Doc, p. 694. 

The Ohio country shows that he had seen 
Evans' map, though his own is not on the 
whole as accurate. 

The Cuyahoga is the Gayouge; the Scioto, 
the Soniobato. From West Virginia the 
Petroleum River flows into the Ohio. The 
shape of Lake Ontario in this map is an im- 
provement on the maps then current which 
generally made it too round, with too small 
an extension at the west. 

Captain Pouchot speaks of the detail of 
Lake Erie as entirely unknown, and per- 
haps as navigable for large vessels as Lake 
Ontario, X. N. Y. Col. Doc. p. 694. 

While the British and French were nomi- 
nally at pejice, the quarrel went on about 
the Ohio; and the French declined to give 
up their posts connecting from Presque Isle 
with Fort Du Quesne and down the Ohio. 
Braddock's ill-fated expedition set out to 
break the line by force. 

James Smith, who had for some time been 
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a prisoner moving around Northern Ohio, 
was now with his captors at Fort Rtt. 
Braddock's army was spied every day; and 
an Indian showed Smith their close fine of 
inarch, and anticipated the battle, by saying 
the Indians would surround them, take trees 
and "shoot um all one pigeon." (Ind. Captiv- 
ities, p. 183). 

Braddock's defeat was July 8, 1755. The 
war dragged until Pitt was placed at the 
head of the English ministry in 1757. In 
1758 it was pushed with vigor, and the 
French disheartened elsewhere, abandoned 
Fort Du Quesne, November 25. The French 
meant to attempt its recapture in 1759; but 
Canada was vigorously attacked, and Sep- 
tember 18, 1759, Quebec was siirrendered to 
the EngUsh. 

September 8, 1760, all Canada was surren- 
dered; the title to be as should be deter- 
mined at the Treaty of Peace, and in Ameri- 
ca the strife with France was ended. 

In November 1762, a Treaty was agreed to 
and ratified in February 1763. By this the 
bounds between the English and French 
possessions were fixed at the Mississippi 
Kiver, from its source by one of its eastern 
branches to the sea. 

But the western Indians had been wi h the 
French, and it was vastly easier for the 
French in 1760 to surrender their posts than 
for the English to take actual possession. 

Sept. 12, 1760, Major Rogers was ordered 
to proceed to the western posts. About the 
first of November he left Presque Isle with 
his command, to continue along the south 
coast of Lake Erie. Nov. 7 they reached 
the river called by Rogers the Choga^e. 
Here he met a party of Indians from Detroit. 

That the Chogage was not the Cuyahoga, 
as has been supposed, seems very satisfacto- 
rily established by Col, Whittlesey in his 
History of Cleveland. Was it not the Con- 
neaut, called in 1755 on Evans' map and in 
1776 in Pownairs description, the Cherage? 

That the Cherage was the Conneaut ap- 
pears from its position on Evans' map and 
from the statement, that with French Creek 
(emptying at Erie) it interlaced with the east 
branch of Beaver Creek. 

The supposition that the Chogage was 
Grand River, carries the conclusion that the 
river called by the Indians, the Elk River, 
was the Cuyahoga; but the Elk is placed by 
all, east of the Cuyahoga, and the last was 
the best known and surest to be laid down, 
of all the rivers from the south of Lake Erie 
except the Maumee, and by names not far 
different from the present. It, was as we 
haveseen,noted for its easy portage. 

The distances cannot be very certain on any 
mode of settling the question, but distances 
8 



in the. West in those times were very uncer- 
tain. 

Rogers makes the Elk fifty miles east of 
Sandusky, which, if it is east of the Cuya- 
hoga is too little. Yet all the maps 
place the Elk east of the Cuyahoga, and 
Rogers in his Concise Account of North 
America, p. 198, makes the Cuyahoga about 
forty miles east of Sandusky. 

Major Rogers foimd Pontiac, the able In- 
dian chief of the west, a haughty man, 
and most of the western Indians dissatis- 
fied. He took possession of Detroit and 
other posts; but in the Spring of 1763, Pon- 
tiac captured most of the posts in the West. 

The encroachments of the English had 
been watched with a iealous eye. One chief 
had stated the English and French claims 
and aptly asked ** Where lie the Indians' 
lands?" 

Even the Five Nations wavered. They 
could not understand that the English own- 
ed their soil, and it required all the influence 
and address of Sir William Johnson to keep 
them from joining the Western Confeder- 
acy. 

It was plainly necessary for the English te 
be careful. 

A military proclamation was issued in 
1762, by Col. Henry Bouquet from Fort 
Pitt, reserving the land west of the moun- 
tains as hunting grounds for the Indians. 

The English at home laid out the govern- 
ments and the (Gentleman's Magazine, Octo- 
ber 1763, Vol. 33, p. 476, contains a map of 
them laid down agreeably to the Royal Pro- 
clamation of Oct. 7, 1763. The western 
bounds are the Alleghanies. The lands 
west are marked, **Lands reserved for the 
Indians," and the proclamation strictly for- 
bids settlement beyond, or any extension of 
the old colonies beyond the heads of the 
rivers falling into the Atlantic, 

The Annual Re^ster for 1763, contains 
the map, proclamation, and comments; giv- 
ing as the main reason, the fear of alarmmg 
the Indians. 

The English made two expeditions along 
the coast of Lake Erie which met with mis- 
haps. 

November 7, Major Wilkins, going to the 
relief of Detroit, was wrecked at Point aux 
Pins. 

This place appears in Mitchell's map of 
1755, in Charlevoix of 1744, and PownalFs 
of 1777, toward the west end of the north 
shore, aud in other maps the name still 
adheres. Long Point also on that shore, 
was mentioned in the narrative of the ex- 
pedition. (See Whittlesey's History of 
Cleveland, and Hist. Soc. Tract No. 18.) 
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EXPEDITIONS OF 1764. 



In 1764, the British government sent two 
expeditions into the Ohio country; the one 
commanded by 

COL. JOHN BBADSTBET 

was, )t seems, to go along the southern shore 
and strike into the Scioto country. 

His expedition was unsatisfactory. He 
was unable to go to the Scioto country; and 
a letter from one of its officers, intimates 
that it was from such geographical Ignorance 
as expected boats to sail where there was 
only dry groimd. The real difficulty, was 
the incapacity of the commander, who al- 
lowed the Indians to deceive him, and when 
undeceived showed no effic'ency. 

On his return, on the night of October 19 
and 20, 1764, a sudden storm overtook liim 
at Rocky BiTer; twenty-five of his boats 
were destroyed, and much suffering ensued. 
Many relics of this disaster have been 
found, most ot which are in the room 
of the Historical Society, and have been de- 
scribed in a careful paper by Dr. J. P. Kirt- 
land in Whittlesey's History of Cleveland. 
All that can be found, giving an account 
of the disaster appears in the paper referred 
to, and in Tracts thirteen and fourteen of 
the Historical Society. 

There is no doubt of the locality of the 
disaster. 

In May 1765, the schooner Victory was 
sent to take up the cannon, left by Col. Brad- 
street near the **Riviere aux Roches," which 
is the first use of this name I have noticed, 
and it is in the French language. The New 
York Mercury of November 26, 1764, says 
the night was very dark, and little else could 
be saved than small quantities of provision. 
The army then proceeded to * 'Grand" Riv- 
er (first appearance I know of that name) 
where they had another storm. The poor 
Colonel met with still another on Lake On- 
tario, and lost effects, "but happily no lives." 
He was much blamed for his conduct. His 
own report is not to be found. An officer 
named Mante published a brief account of 
the expedition, and said no lives were lost. 
In the immediate vicinity of the relics, were 
found in a mound some dozen bodies, with 
metalic buttons and other evidences that 
they were whites. Loskiel, in his History 
of Indian Missions, translation, London 1794, 
locates this disaster, and says many lives 
were lost, and in this he is followed by 
Morse, the American Geographer in 1798. 
These rocks were in old times quite a terror 
in navigation by boats and the Indians 
offered tobacco to appease them. 

HBNBY BOUQUET'S EXPEDITION OP 1764 

into the Ohio country, was a great success. 
The accoimt of it, published the next year 
with maps, and reprinted in 1868 in the 
Ohio Historical Series of Robert Clarke & 



Co., of Oincinnati,has a map of Capt. Thom- 
as Hutchins, who accompanied it. The map 
is very much more accurate than any pre- 
ceeding one, having been laid down from 
careful observation. Several trails are laid 
down and carefully described. Mahoning 
town is on the river now of that name, and 
104 miles from Fort P tt. Thence it is forty- 
two to the Cuyahoga River, and thence ten 
miles to Ottawa town on the Cuyahoga, 

The course of the Mahoning is very well 
observed. The Cuyahoga has quite its prop- 
er course. Cuyahoga Town is where it turns 
north from east, and Ottawa Town about fif- 
teen or twenty miles from the Lake. 

Sandusky Bay, called Lake, is for the first 
time in proper shape. Sandusky Port is on 
the south side, and Wyandot Town, called 
"Junandat" in the text, is just south of it. 
**Junqueindundah'* is a town about twenty 
miles west of it, and upon Sandusky River. 
The Huron River is ca«led •* Bald Eagle 
Creek," and is sixty yards wide. Between 
it and Mohicon Johnstown are the remains of 
a fort built by the Ottawas. The Mineame 
(Maumee) has also more nearly than usual 
its proper course. There are unnamed small 
streams besides, flowing from the south in- 
to Lake Erie but not to be identified. 

In short, the map does decided credit to 
the patriotic Captain Hutchins At the Rev- 
olution he was m London. In 1778 he was 
suspected of correspondence with Franklin 
and escaped to America. Here he was made 
geographer of the United States. He organ- 
ized our system of land surveys, but died in 
1788. A sketch of him will be found in His- 
torical Tract No. 33. 

In 1778, his Topographical Description 
was published ** for the author" in London. 
It was mostlv from Evans*, and would tell 
the enemy little they coiild not a 'ready 
know. It refers to bis map, which is not in 
the Historical Room though the book is. 

I have referred to the proclamation of 
1763. The English were, however, pressing 
westward, l^ny capitalists, among them 
Washington, were thinking that western 
lands would be valuable, and in 1768 at Fort 
8tanwix,Sir. Wm. Johnson made a treaty by 
which the boundary of the Indian Lands 
was fixed as follows: commencing on the 
Ohio at the mouth of the Cherokee, (Tennes- 
see) thence up the Oh'o and Alleghany to 
Kittanning, thence across to the Susquehan- 
na, placing a great share of New York State 
to the Indians. How much, appears in a map 
dated 1771, made by Guy Johnson, to be 
found in the 4th Volume of N. Y. Col. His- 
tory, p. 1090. Yet it was considered that 
the Indians had made large concessions. 

The hard feeling engendered among the 
Indians, by the aggression of settlers and 
traders, made them ready to side against the 
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colonies, during the war for independence. 

So little geoghaphical progress was made 
during the war, that, as we have seen, the 
map of 1755, was the basis of the treaty of 
1783. 

A map in some respects showing a curious 
mixture of knowledge, and the want of it, 
is 

CAPTAIN carver's, 

published in London, in 1781, to illustrate 
his travels on the Upper Mississippi in 1766 
and 1767. The general map »is on a small 
scale, but carefally studied. The large 
one has many details of Lake Superior, 
and the country west of it. The gen- 
eral map has the west coast, wherein ap- 
pears Vancouver's Island not named, while 
the great Western Sea within shows it was 
not fully explored, and the Straits of *'Ani- 
an," remind us of the early times when Beh- 
ring's was confounded with the sea around 
Vancouver's Island. 

Of the maps and books of Revolutionary 
times, in the library of the Hist. Soc, **rhe 
North American and the West Indian Gazet- 
teer," London, 1778, 2d ed.,is quite cele- 
brated as a bibliographical curiosity for its 
account of Bristol, Rhode Island. 

Bristol is a county and town in New Eng- 
land, **having a commodious harbor at the 
entrance of which lies Rhode Island." "The 
capital is remarkable for the King of Spain's 
having a palace in it, and being killed there, 
and also foi Crown, the poet, begging it ot 
Charles 2d." 

The maps in this 12mo. are very fair for 
their size. 

A map printed in London, 1777, for Robt. 
Sayer and John Bennett, compiled from Mr. 
D' Anville's maps, corrected from the original 
materials of Governor Pownall, gives the 
relative position and form of lakes and riv- 
ers quite accurately, more so than Mitchell's 
though on a small scale. 

All the lakes seem quite natural. The 
Ohio and its branches from the north are 
not far enough east, but quite good in form. 
The draughtsman gives our antipodes credit 
for some knowledge of the continent. He 
lays down on the west coast between Lat. 50 
and 55 "Fou Sang of the Chinese." 

But a map of 1779, ** laid down from the 
latest surveys," and corrected in like manner, 
goes back to the errors of Evans' in the forms 
of Lake Erie and Michigan. It is not nearly 
as accurate as D' Anville's, and is reduced 
from Evans' and Mitchell's. 

THE AMERICAN ATLAS OF THOMAS JEFFREYS 

published in London, during, and after the 
Kevolutionary war is not uncommon. 

One purchased by the writer in Glasgow, 
Scotland, is on. deposit in the Historical 
Booms **Composedfrom numerous surveys, 



by Major Holland, Lewis Evans, William 
Scull, Henry Monson, Lieut. Ross, J. Cook, 
Michael Lane, Joseph Gilbert, Gardner, Hil- 
lock, &c., &c. ; engraved on forty-nine cop- 
per plates. 

The original date was 1776, but by a pas- 
ted slip is 1794, and some changes appear. 

The Index for maps 5 and 6, describes the 
map above of 1779. laid down according to 
the treaty of 1763. The plate is the same, 
but for the text of. the treaty of 1763, pass- 
ing so much territory from France to Eng- 
land, is substituted a new treaty of 1783 
with the "people of the United States." 

A map of the United States of 1790, has 
in colors its flag, but its Lake Erie has gone 
back a hundred years to the old flight of 
steps. 

**A map of the United States, by Samuel 
Dunn," improved from Captain Carver, is a 
good, but small map. 

There is also in the Historical Room a 
large atlas of 

fadbn's. 

The first map, *'The British Colonies in 
North America, engraved by Wm. Faden 
1777, is a very fair abridgment of Mitch- 
ell's. 

Two maps of Pennsylvania show a very 
little jf Ohio; one of them has the Hokhok- 
ing River or the Long-necked Bottle, too far 
east. The war did not call for maps of Ohio; 
but the **Rebel works at Boston," Philadel- 
phia, and Independence Hall, are well repre- 
sented. 

Not long after the treaty of peace, the 
western country again attracted attention. 

In 1787, was formed the North-west Terri- 
tory. 

Anticipating its value, 

JOHN FITCH, 

of steamboat memory, spent considerable 
time in surveys, within the bounds of Ohio 
and Kentucky. He had previously traveled 
the country as a prisoner among the Indians, 

In 1785^ he made a map of the ** North- 
western country" based upon Hutchins' 
and Morrow's maps, but containing ori- 
ginal and accurate information. He pre- 
pared the copper plate and engraved it 
himself, and took his impressions in a 
cider press. He was then living in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and engag- 
ed in inventions using steam. The map was 
sold at six shilling a copy to raise money to 
pursue his e3:perim«nts upon steamboats. 

This map I have never seen. It is partially 
described in Col. Whittlesey's life of Fitch, 
in Spark's Am. Biography, 2nd Series, Vol. 
6. The positions of the main rivers and 
great lakes are remarkably accurate. On its 
face are engraved sentences, as was the fash- 
ion at that day, which showed his clos. 
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knowledfl:e of the country; as — '*The lands 
on tliis Lake (Erie) are generally thin and 
swampy, but will make good pasture and 
meadow lands." 

**This coimtry (Illinois) has once been set- 
tled by a people more expert in war than the 
present. Regular fortifications, and some of 
these incredibly large, are to be foimd; also 
many graves oi towers, like pyramids of 
earth." 

Fitch's own projected land company was 
not a success; but other companies were 
formed, which surveyed and settled the 
lands west of the Alleghanies. 

A vaiuable atlas presented to the Histori- 
cal Society, by Mr. Geo. W. Howe of Cleve- 
land, while Uiese papers are being printed, 
if 

"the imiVBBSAL ATLAS;" LONDON 1796 

being a complete collection of the most ap- 
proved maps extant, corrected with the CTeat- 
est care, and aunnented from the last edition 
of D* Anville and Robert with many improve- 
ments by Major James Rennel and other 
eminent geographers; engraved on 100 plates 
in 66 maps« by Thomas Kitchen Senior and 
others, in one large folio volume. 

Plates 56 and 57, are a fine map of North 
and South America, where the United States 
are laid down according to the proclamation 
of peace signed at Versailles Jan. 20, 1783, 
compiled trom Mr. D*Anville's maps with 
corrections in the British provinces from 
Governor Pownairs materials. 

The Lakes are much more correct than in 
the English maps. The French maps gen- 
erally, gave more correctly the position of 
the lakes, but not so much in detail the 
coimtry. 

Map 68 is our old friend, originally pub- 
lished with the text of the "last treaty" of 
1763, republished with the text of the treaty 
of 1783. 

Map No. 63 ''of the Middle Dominions be- 
longing to the United States of America," is 
a very satisfactory map upon a laree scale. 
It is quite distinct ^om either Evans or 
Mitchell. The south shore of Lake Ene 
takes a serpentine direction south of west. 
Oxhurene Bay is just east of the Cherage 
River and is quite large. 

The Elk Creek seems to correspond with 
the Grand River though quite inaccurate. 

The map follows Evans and Mitchell in 
making the portage from the Cuyahoga to 
the Muskingum, one mile instead of eight 
as it should be. Rocky River is small and 
unnamed. Black River is large and unnam- 
ed. Beaver Creek is as it should be, small, 
and is unnamed. The Guahadahuyi answers 
to the Vermillion. The Huron appears as 
Bald Eagle Creek. Sandusky Bay and Riv- 
er (the last is named) are quite proper. 



The whole of Ohio shows the author's in- 
formation to have been accurate and exten- 
sive for the times. 

It was not until the surveys of the Con- 
necticut Land Company, that the northern 
coast of Ohio was known The travelers and 
gazetteers to be sure gave some knowledge. 

There is in the library of the Historical 
Society, a 

MANUSCRIPT MAP BY JOHN HEGKEWBLDBB, 

the Moravian Missionary, made Jan. 12, 
1796. It is from the papers of General Moses 
Cleaveland of the Connecticut Land Compa- 
ny, and presented to the Society by his 
daughter, Mrs. Morgan of Norwich, Connecti- 
cut. It extends from Presque Isle to the 
Huron River. Coneouj^ht Creek is just west 
of the Pennsylvania line, and just within 
that State, "grant of 2600 Acres of Land to 
the Moravians." 

Up the Mahoning, called Big Beaver Creek, 
is the *Tath from Pittsbim to the Salt 
Spring, Mahoning old Town, Gajahaga." 

The path passes near "Salt Spring," "Ma- 
honing old T.," and a "great deer lick," 
S)es west to "Cajahoga, Sandusky, and 
etroit," striking the "Cajahoga R," 
some distance above the faUs; there the path 
divides, one goes north-west through a 
"swamp which will make good meadows," 
to "Moravian Ind. Town m 1786," located 
on the east of the Cuyahoga just above a lit- 
tle stream rising from three little lakes or 
ponds. This was "Pilgerruh" (Pilgrim's 
rest) where the poor Moravians and their In- 
dian converts after the bloody massacre at 
Gnadenhutten, hoped to find rest, but where 
they were permitted to sojourn only a few 
months; then going to Black River to locate 
some five miles from its mouth, and without 
locating there compelled to settle near 
Sandusky. Pilgerruh is supposed to have 
been near the northern line of Independence 
in this county. 

The second path crosses the river just above 
the falls, running west to "Cuj;ahaga old 
Town" on the west side of the river where 
it turns north; thence, one path leads west 
to Lower Sandusky, the other north on the 
west side the Cuyahoga to the mouth, 
thence close around the shore west. The 
old river bed appears as a "fine duck pond," 
a description which settlers not the oldest 
can verify. 

A small stream enters the Cuyahoga from 
the west, which is—* *so far navigable with 
sloops." 

The Cuyahoga and the Muskingum appear 
as the line between the Indians and the Uni- 
ted States. 

An Indian path runs "along the Lake" 

The character of the shore is shown by 
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•'Perpendicular Rocky Bank" marked be- 
tween the rivers Cuyahoga and Black. 

The Rocky, Black, and Vermillion, are 
marked, but not named. 

The Huron River receives more attention 
and on the east, some miles from the mouth, 
is an "Old Moravian Indian Town." 

Heckewelder himself lived in this little 
village on the Cuyaho|ra, and I cannot with- 
out emotion look at this memento of men so 
pious, self denying and long suffering, as the 
Moravians: men who took constantly their 
lives in theu* hands, and were only driven 
from one place to brave death in another, 
all for the love of Christ and their fellow- 
men. 

The location of the division between the 
trail down the Cuyahoga River and to San- 
dusky, is fixed by a letter in Whittlesey's 
History from Colonel James Hillman. 

In May 1786, he took the Indian trail for 
Sandusky until he arrived **at the 'Standing 
Stone* on the Cuyahoga a litle below the 
mouth of Break-neck Creek, where the 
village of Franklin is now." There he took 
a trail * 'direct to Tinker's Creek where was 
a little town built by Heckewelder ana 
Zeisberger with a number of Moravian Indi- 
ans. They were Moravian preachers." 

The townsh'p surveys made by the Land 
Company, gave for the first time a definite 
knowledge of the Reserve. 

There are in the Historical rooms, several 
maps of great interest in this connection. 

A MANUSCBIPT MAP 1797, BY SETH PEASE, 

donated by his nephew Horace Pease, Esq., 
of Dayton, showing the variation of the 
compass. 

A manuscript map of the Connecticut 
Western Reserve from actual survey by 
beth Pease, (from the Walworth papers) was 
evidently prepared for publication. Conne- 
ought Creek, Ashtabula Creek, Grand River, 
Chagrine River, and the Cayahoga are there 
all properly laid down, together with the 
trails from the Big Beaver, and Indian 
paths. 

The Reserve west of the Cuyahoga is un- 
surveyed and subject to Indian claims; and 
iess accurately appear the rivers Rocky, Ren- 
ihua, Vermillion and Huron. This map 
was engraved the same year and printed at 
New Haveu. 

A map of the Connecticut Land Compa- 
ny's lands west of the River Cuyahoga, with 
no date but supposed to be 1806, gives the 
rivers Rocky, Black, Beaver Creek, Vermill- 
ion; names ever since used. Numerous lo- 
cal trails appear which would be of consid- 
erable interest to the local historian. 

An engraved map, probably ot date 1808 
by Seth Pease and Abraham Tappan, has 
the rivers west of the Cuyahoga well laid 
down in die following order; Rocky, Black, 



Vermillion, River la Chappel, Old Woman's 
Creek, Huron River and Pipe Creek. 

An excellent map of this period was the 
foreign one of Airowsmith, a celebrated 
map maker of London. It is not in our li- 
branr. A fine French map based on it by 
P. F. Tordieu, engraver, 1802, ^ves the fol- 
lowing names to uie rivers, beginning at the 
east — Connieaught, Ashtabula not named. 
Grand, Biche, Shaguin, Boche, (meaning no 
doubt, Roche,) Cuyahoga, Elsabaca, (Rocky) 
Renesbona(BlackJ, Grus (Beaver Creek) Ver- 
million, Huron, Portage, and Miami du Lac. 
This map belongs to Mr. George W. Ford 
of New York City, to whose courtesy I am 
indebted for its examination. 

The gazetteers of those days furnished 
little information of the North-west Territo- 
ry. 

The map of 

JOSEPH SCOTT, PHILADELPHIA, 1795, 

is after the Mitchell of 1756, but less accur- 
ate. 

The text states the boundaries of the trea- 
ty of Greenville, 1795, by which the Indians 
granted all east from the mouth of the Cuy- 
ahoga, up the river by the Portage, to the 
Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum, 
thence down it to a crossing place above 
Fort Laurens, thence to a branch of the 
Great Miami near which stood *Lorrimer's 
Store" thence westerly to Fort Recovery on 
a branch of the Wabash, thence South West 
to the Ohio River opposite the Kentucky Ri- 
ver. 

The map of the Northern part of the Uni- 
ted States in the ** American Gazetteer" of 

JEDEDIAH MOBSE, D. D. BOSTON, 1797, 

reprinted London, 1798 is a very creditable 
outline, showing greater correctness in form 
and information. 

New Connecticut appears as well as the 
Greenville line, and the additional reserved 
lands for the forts in various places. 

The Cuyahoga has the name **Cayuga," 
and Morse in his text calls it the Cayahoga 
or Cayuga sometimes called the Great 
(Grand) River: a statement taken by him 
from Loskiel's Missions. Mr. J. W. Taylor 
in his excellent History of Oh'O, thinks the 
names of the Cuyahoga and Geauga Rivers 
both are from the occupation of their banks 
by a band of the Cayugas, one of the five 
Nations. 

Mr. William M. Darlington of Pittsburgh, 
in his notes to Smith's Narrative, derives it 
from the Mohawk word for river— Ka-ih- 
ogh-ha. 

The generally erroneous notions as to the 
south shore of Lake Erie, led to some prac- 
ical business results in the history of our 
land titles. 

When the State of Connecticut proposed 
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to sell its "Western Reserve" there was 1 
more thao one party of gentlemen prepared I 
to bid for it. i 

The result was a compromise between Ol- 
iver Phelps and his associates, afterwards ' 
known as the * *Connecticut Land Company," 
and John Livingston and his associates, af- . 
terwards called the ' 



"BXCBSS COMPANY" 

The Excess Company aj^reed to withdraw 
all propositions made by them for purchase 
and to assist their competitors. The Excess 
Company was to be entitled to the excess 
over 3,000,000 acres of land, to be released 
to them and paid for by them at the pro 
rata price of the whole land, and were 
to be to that extent tenants in common 
with the Connecticut Land Company. 
This agreement, a copy of which is in the 
library of the Historical Society, is dated 12th 
August, 1795. 

The 13th of May 1796, the individuals of 
the Excess Company conveyed all their ti- 
tle to John Morgan, John Caldweil, and Jona- 
than Brace, the same trustees who acted for 
the Land Comnany, by conveyance quite 
similar to that of the Land Company, to them. 
It was provided, however thai the joint report 
of the surveyors then acting in the examina- 
tion of the new territory should be final as 
to the quantity of land to be held in common 
by the Excess Company. 

The report of the surveyors was made 28th 
January, 1797, and it was found that the 
Land Company had less than 3,000,000 acres, 
and the Excess Company nothing. 
Oeneral Hull, afterwards so imfortunate in 
the war of 1812, was a principal stock hold- 
er in this company, and the common geo- 
graphical error of a hundred years nearly 
rumed him. 

The 

NAMES OF THE LAKES 

seemed to be determined m spite of effort, 
and are generaUy Indian names. The first 
discovererof Ontario called it **St. Louis:" 
The early French called it "Frontenac," after 
the Governor, who was not unwilling to be 
complimented, but it was afterwards * 'Onta- 
rio or Frontenac." The English, as they 
first claimed dominion, called it "Katara- 
kui or Ontario" (Washington's Journal). 
Mitchell, "Ontario or Catarakui;" andPow- 
nall, the same: but the name Ontario was al- 
ways used. 

Huron was named from the unfortunate 
tribe on its shores when it was first discover- 
ed, "des Hurons", of the Hurons. From 
Homans,1706, and De Lisle, 1722, it received 
the alias of **Michigan;" Hennepin in 1698, 
and Coxe in 1721, called it "Huron or 
Earegnondi;" Washington's Journal in 1754, 



* *Ouatoghi or Hurons. " No one of the lakes 
so uniformly received the same name. 

Lake Michigan persistently called at first 
"Llinois," was called "Miclugan" in 1719 by 
Senex, in 1744 by Charlevoix, and it contin- 
ued generally after this to have that name. 

Superior, ' called by Champlain its first 
topographer, **Grand Lac" was named by 
the Jesuits in their wonderful map '*Tracy ' 
or "Superior." Called by the Eng- 
lish Senex in 1719 and Coxe m 1721, as an 
alias, after the *^Nadoussians" (Sioux) on its 
shore it uniformly had from the time of the 
Jesuit map its present name, with occasion- 
ally in earlv maps the name of Tracy. 

Lake Erie received its name from the Eries 
on its bank, and uniformly had that name. 
The tribe was otherwise called the Cat na- 
tion, whence the lake had sometimes the al- 
ias of -Hhe Cat," *Telis," *'Du Chat." 
Senex in 1719 called It also **Cadwiuiua" the 
name sometimes given to Ontario. Wash- 
ington's Journal, Mitchell, and Pownall call- 
ed it also Okswego. 

The Ohio River for many years was con- 
founded with the Wabash, and called either 
name. The lower Ohio in early discovenes 
was called ** ^abonquigon;" Hennepin call- 
ed it **Hohio;"LaHontan, **Ouabach;" Jou- 
tel. *'Douo or At>acha." 

The English made their acquaintance with 
this river from its upper end, and were 
more inclined to extend the name Alleghany 
down the river. 

Evans in 1755 calls it **Ohio or Alleghany 
or La Belle, and Palaw Th^piki by the bhaw- 
enese. Mitchell calls it **Ohio or Splawcipiki." 

The Muskingum was called almost uni- 
formly by that name, sometimes Elk. Mr. 
Harris in his Tour into the Territory North 
West of the Alleghanies (1805) says, it is an 
Indian word meaning The Elk's Eye. This 
name is given by Mitchell to one of its 
branches. 

Mr. Howe (Hist. Coll. of Ohio, 594), says 
it is a Delaware word meaning a town on 
the river side. 

The W^alhonding was often called ** White 
Woman's Creek," because a captive white 
woman lived on it among the Indians. 

The Eillbuck was named from a Delaware 
chief. 

The Mohican was called Mohican Johns, 
from Mohican Johns Town formerly upon 
its banks, no doubt from an Indian of that 
tribe. 

The Hocking was the Hock Hocking, a 
word meaning, — says Mr. Howe — bottle in 
Delaware; and one map has an alias to it 
**or long-necked Bottle." 

The name of the Scioto was uniform. 

In Mitchell's it was "Scioto or Chianotto," 
apparently the same name. 

The Maumee was originally the river of 
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the Miamis (Indians;) and often called in the 
books **Miami du Lac" to distinguish it from 
the Miami flowing into the Ohio The con- 
traction to Maumee was very convenient to 
distinguish it. 

The name **8andouski" appears upon Ho- 
man's map, 1707, to the bay. The word is 
said to be Wyand, and meaning *Vater" 
or water within water. . 



Hapi in Possession of tlie Western Roserye 
and lortliern Oliio Historieal Society In- 
cluding tlie LilLe Region of Jfortli 
America to 1800 Indnsiye. 

1400 to 1582— Documentary History of the 
State of Maine, Vol. 1, containing a History 
of the Discovery of Maine, by J. G. Kohl, 
Portland, 1869, containing 31 maps. 

1629. Mappemundi Ilieronimus de Ver- 
rezano, reduced copies. Journal of the Am. 
Geog. Soc. 1872. 

Very early, but no date or place of publica- 
tion. 

La Florida (including the Mississippi). 
Hieron. 

Nova Hispania. 

Peruvianae Auriferae Kegionis Typus. 

1572— L'Isole Piu Famose del Mondo, by 
Thomas Porcacchi da Castiglione— Venice. 

1626 — Cosmographie of Peter Heylin, 
book 4, part 2 — (America) London. 

1609— Oeuvres de Champlain, reprint Que- 
bec, 1870. Map of Lake Champlain, includ- 
ing east end of Lake Ontario. 

1633 — Some work — fac-simile in Vol. 6 of 
Map of the Lakes. Description in French; 
also Vol. 3rd Documentary History of New 
York, by Dr. O'Callaghan. Description in 
English. 

1633 — Tracing from Hondius' Atlas, based 
upon Mercator; original in Am. Geog. Soc. 

1638 — At, or before this date. 

Lisulae Americanae, Wm. Blaeu, Amster- 
dam. 

Virginia by the same. Amsterdam. 

After 1631. Several Sea Charts by John 
Keulen, Amsterdam. 

Northern Part of North America. 

Gulf of Mexico. 

North and South America. 

Also an early Dutch chart of N. and S. 
America, with the sea currents, — no date. 

1652. Heylin's Cosmographie. London. 
Deposit by Mr. Charles Scott. 

1657-— 8. America noviter delineata, by 
John Janson, from his '*Novus Atlas," Am- 
sterdam. 



Three tracings from the atlas; original m 
Am. Geog. Soe. 

Nova Hispania et Nova Galicia. 

1665 — Cosmographie Blavianae, John 
Blaeu, Amsterdam. Tracing of general nap 
of North America; onginal in Am. Geog. 
Soc. 

1670 — 71. Jesuit maps, with Relation of 
those years. Reprint of Jesuit Relations, 1870, 
Montreal. Foster & Whitney's Lake Superior, 
Part 2. Bancroft's United States, Vol. 3. 
Monnette's Mississippi Valley, Vol. 1. 

1673. Marquette's map. Fac-simile from 
the original in Montreal, in Shea's Discovery 
of the Mississippi. 

1673 *'Blome's Brittannia," map designed 
by Sanson, London. 

1680. Two maps from the '^English Atlas" 
London, Tracings. Original in Am. Geog. 
Soc. 

1681. Map published with Marquette's 
Journal, by Thevenot. Copy in Bancroft's 
History of the United States Volume 3,p.l60. 

1683. Louis Hennepin, in his * 'Description 
de la Louisana" &c Paris 1688. 

1696. Tracing from Atlas of Vanderbest, 
Amsterdam — original in Am. Geog. Soc. 

1697. Louis Hennepin, in his Decouverte 
dans L'Amerique, Utrecht; also m **Henne- 
pin's Discovery of America," London 1698. 

**A map of a Large Country Newly Dis- 
covered in the Northern America." 

1705,La Hontan, Memoires de L'Amerique 
Septentrionale, Vols. 1 and 2. 

1706. Tracing from Homan's Atlas, Nur- 
emberg — original in Am. Geog. Soc. 

1708. (Prior to). North America, Gerard 
Valk, and Peter Schenk, Amsterdam. 

1708. Tracing from Atlas N. Visscher, 
Amsterdam. — ong. in Am. Geog. Soc. 

1708 America, Peter Schenk, Amsterdam. 
Mexico, Florida, and Mississippi, same. 

Tracing from Atlas of same — original m 
Am. Geog. Soc. 

No date, but about (1708), two tracings 
from F. Dewitt's Atlas. Amsterdam. Origi- 
nal in Am. Geog. Soc. 

1710. John Homan's, Nuremberg. Photo- 
graph from his atlas. 

1710. North America, John Senex, F.R.S., 
London. 

1713. Journal of Last Voyage of La Salle, 
by Joute!, London, 1714. 

1715. Nouveaux Voyages &c.. La Hontan. 
The Hague. 

1715. Map of Dominions of Great Britain, 
Herman Moll. 

South Sea Company's Trade, (no date). 
North America (no date). 

From H. Moll's Atlas: 4 small maps with 
no dates. 

West Indies, Mexico, and New Spain. 

America. 

Florida, or Louisiana. 
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Louisiana, Mississippi, Canada, and New 
France. 

1720. Parts of North America claimed by 
France. H. Moll. 

1721. General Atlas of the World, with 
text. Thick folio. John Senex, London. 

1722. Deseription of the English Posses- 
sions, Danl. Coxe, London 1727; St. Louis 
1840. 

1722. Map by William de L'Isle, Royal 
Geographer to French King, from Covens' 
and Mortier*s Atlas. Amsterdam. 

1722. **Hi8toriede L'Amerique Septentri- 
onale." La Poterie, Vol. 2. Pans. 

1726 or prior. Louisane et Cours du Missis- 
sippi, without date. Wm. de L'Isle. Fac-sim- 
ile in Hist. Coll. of Louisiana, by B. F. 
French, Part 2, 1850. Philadelphia. 

1733. British North America, with the 
French and Spanish Settlements Adjacent. 
Henry Popple, London, 1 Vol. folio. 

1744; Carte de la Louisane &c. by N. Bel- 
lin Histoire de la Nouvelle France by Charle- 
voix Vol. 1. 

Amerique Septentrionale by N. Bellen 
Vol. 5 of same work. 

1747. North America, Emanuel Bowen, in 
•^European Settlements in America," by Ed- 
mimd Burke. 

1752. Possessions Anglaise e Francaise, L 
Bitter, Amsterdam. 

1754. Map of the western parts of the Col- 
ony of Vir^nia as ^ar as the Mississippi, 
with Washington's Journal, London. 1764 
Reprint New York, 1865. 

1755. History of the Five Nations, Colden 
London. 

1755. Carte des Possessions Angloises and 
Francoises du Continent de L Amerique 
Septentrionale; inserted in Sener Atlas 1721. 
Engraved by Thomas Kitchen. This and a 
similar map printed in Amsterdam, inserted 
in Mitchell's Atlas, 1755, are described in 
**A Concise Description of the English and 
French Possessions in N. America &c. by 
J. Palareti London, 1755. 

1755. A general map of the Middle British 
Colonies in America, by Louis Evans, ac- 
companied by an analysis of the map by 
Louis Evans, Philadelphia. 1755, 1 Vol.4 to. 

1755. A map of the British and French 
Dominions in North America &c., by Jno 
Mitchell, D.F., with improvements. Printed 
for I Covens and C. Mortier, Amsterdam. 1 
Vol. large folio. 

1755. A map of the British Colonies in 
North America. Inscribed to the Earl of 
Halifax and the other Lords Commissioners 
for Trade and Plantations, by Jno. IVIitchell. 
Pub. Feb. 1755^ for Jeffreys andFaden, Lon- 
don. Thomas Kitchen engraver. 

1758. Map of Capt. Pouchot X. N. Y. Co- 
lonial Documents. 
. 1761. Part of North America in Journal of 



a Vovage to North America by Charlevoix, 
London. 

1763. Annual Register, London. 

1763. Gentleman^ Magazine, Vol. 88 p. 476. 

1764 A map of the coimti^ on tho Ohio 
and Muskingum Rivers by Thos. Hutchins 
Hist. Account of Bouquet's Expedition 
against the Ohio Indians, Phil. 1765 Reprint 
Cincinnati 1868. Also Parkman's Conspiracy 
of Pontiac, Boston 1868. Pioneer History by 
8. O. Hildreth Cincinnatti 1848. 

1768. Map corrected and improved from 
Evans' by Guy Johnson, VIII N. Y. CoL Doc- 
uments. Annexed to Report to Board of 
Trade. 

1771. map of the country of the Six Na- 
tions proper,by Guy Johnson, IV Doc. Hist, 
of N. Y. 

1774. Complete History of the Late War, 
Dublin. 

1775. Historv of the American Indians, 
James Adair, London. 

1776. A Topographical Description of such 
parts of North America as are contained in 
the annexed map (Lewis Evans) of the Mid- 
dle British Colonies m North America, by T. 
Pownall, late Governor &c., London. 

1777. A new map of the whole continent 
of America with the European Possessions 
as settled at the Treaty of Peace 1763; com- 
piled from Mr. Danville's maps, and correct- 
ed in the several parts belonging to Great 
Britain,from the original materials of Gk>v- 
emor Pownall. M. P., with the text of the 
treaty, London. 

1777. Atlas of British Colonies in North 
America^ by Wm. Faden, London, very 
large folio volume. 

1778. A new map of North America. 
Travels through the interior parts of North 
America in the years 1766, 1767 and 1768, by 
J. Carver, London, 1781. 

1778. The North American and West In- 
dian Gazetteer, 2d ed. London. 

1778. A Topographical Description of Vir- 

fnia &c., comprehendingthe Rivers Ohio, 
enhawa, Scioto, &c. ; by Thomas Hutchins, 
London. No map. 

1779. A new and correct map of North 
America, divided according to the last Treaty 
of Peace concluded at Paris, Feb. 10 1763; 
laid down according lo the latest surveys and 
corrected from the original materials of Gov- 
ernor Pownall. 

1780. Impartial History of the War in 
A.merica, by J. Carver, London 1771. Re- 
print New York, 1838. 

1786. North America with the West In- 
dies, by Saml. Dunn, London. 

New map of the United States of North 
America &c. by Saml. Dunn, improved from 
the surveys of Captain Carver, London. 
, 1788. History of Independence of United 
I States, Wm Gk)rdon, D. D., London. 
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1789. Travels through the Interior Part of 
America, by an Officer. London. 

1790. Manuscript map of the Battles fought 
around the Forks of the Maumee River (now 
Fort Wayne Indiana) Oct. 1790, by Capt 
Jonathan Heart, 1st. Regt. U. S. Infantry. 

1793. Topographical Description by Geo. 
Imlay, London. 

1793. The American Universal Geography 
by Jcdidiah Morse, A. M., Boston. 

1794. The American Atlas, or a Geograph- 
ical Description of the whole Continent of 
America, by the late Mr. Thomas Jeffreys, 
Geographer to the King, and others. Lon- 
don. 

1794 History of the Missions of the United 
Brethren among the Indians in North Amer- 
ica, by Loskiel, London. 

1795. The United States Gazeteer, by Jo- 
seph Scott, Phil. 

1796. Manuscript map of the CoBuecticut 
Western Reserve, made by Rev. John Heck- 
ewelder, Jan. 12. 

1796. A new Universal Atlas, a complete 
collection of the most approved maps ex- 
tant, corrected and augmented from the last 
edition of Danville and Robert, by Major 
James Rennel and other eminent Geogra- 
phers; engraved by Thos. Kitchen, Senr and 
others. Thick folio. London. 

1797. Manuscript map of Western Reserve, 
showing variation of compass,by Seth Pease. 
Manuscript map of Western Reserve that 
part east of the Cuyahoga being laid down 
from actual survey, by Seth Pease. 

The same engraved. New Haven Ct. 

1798. American Gazetteer, by Jcdidiah 
Morse, D. D., 1797, Boston. 1798 London. 

1800. Atlas, published by J. Stockdale, 
London. 

1804. Map of the State of Ohio, by Rufus 
Putnam, Surveyor General of the United 
States in Journal of a Tour into the Terri- 
tory N. W. of the Alleghany mountains by 
T. M. Harris, Boston, 1805. 

1806. A manuscript map of the Ct. Land 
Company's Land west of the Cuyahoga, no 
date, but supposed 1806. 



1806. Map of the Ssate of Ohio taken 
from the returns in the office of the Treasu- 
rer General by John F. Mansfield, Oct. 7. 
Philadelphia. 

This is presumed to be the first engraved 
map of Ohio after its organization as a State. 

1808. An engraved map of the Western Re- 
serve, by Seth Pease and Abraham Tappan. 



LATB MAPS DESIGNED TO SHOW EABLY GEOG- 
RAPHY. 

Aboriginal America East of the Missis- 
sippi, Vol. 3, Bancroft's History of United 
States p. 240. Boston, 1846. 

1655. Location of Indian Tribes around 
Lakes Ontario, Erie, and Georgian Bay. Jes- 
uits in North America, Francis Parkman. 
Boston, 1867. 

1655. Map of the French, English, Dutch, 
Swedish, and Spanish Possessions orclainiis, 
Bancroft's History of the United States Vol. 
2 p. 296, Boston 1855. 

1745. Map of the French, English, and 
Spanish Possessions in North America.. Hist, 
of Discovery &c., of Mississippi, by John 
W. Monette M. D.,New York, 1846. 

1763. Forts and Settlements in America. 
Conspiracy of Pontiac, by Francis Parknsian, 
Boston, 1868. 

1750 to 1780. Historical Map of the State 
of Ohio, showing the location of Ancient 
Earth works, and the country occupied by 
the principal Indian Tribes between 1750 
and 1780, with their principal trails and war 
paths, by Col. Charles Whittlesey, Cleve- 
land, 1872; published in Walling and Gray's 
New Topographical Atlas of Ohio, Philadel- 
phia, 1872, and reprinted and published with 
a Topograpical and Historical Sketcn, also 
by Col. Whittlesey, by O. W. Gray Phila- 
delphia, 1872. 

Historical and Chronological Map of the 
Territory of the United States, Northwest of 
the River Ohio, by John B. Dillon, and in 
his History of Indiana. Indianopolis, 1859. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



OLETELAHB, 0., JTHTE, 1875. 



NUMBER TWENTY-SIX. 



SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 11. 1875. 



Hie seventh annual meeting: of this societv 
was held at its roons in the Savings Bank 
Bnildmg, Tuesday evening. May 11th, 1875: 

The ^cretary made the following 

RBPOBT. 

The past year has been in some respects a 
quiet one. 

We commenced three years ago the raising 
of an endowment by the system of life mem- 
berships. At the annual meeting, a year ago, 
we were able to report $10, 300. We are not 
able to report any increase, although a sum 
considerably larger could be used with great 
profit to the society and the public. $800 is a 
smaJl sum with which to pay the ordinary ex- 
penses of such an enterprise. 

The depression in financial circles has been 
such that the society should be content to hold 
its own. 

Besides the ordinary addition to 

THS MUSEUM 

we Fhould mention especially a collection of 
Babv Ionian and other antiques made by Wm. 
P. Fogg, Esq. , in his recent trip around the 
world. A more full account of them is given 
in our Historical Tract No. 24. 

Mr. Fogg* 8 book, soon to be published, will 
be looked ror with much interest. 

Last July, CoL L. J. DuFre, of Memphis, 
Tennessee, presented a collection of vases and 
other curiosities;taken from the mounds on the 
Mississippi river near Memphis. This was a 
very handsome addition to the Museum of me- 
mpntoes of a race whose relics are rare in 
Norttiem Ohio. They are described in tract 
No. 28, aud some of them are described and 
engraved in an article by the accomplished don- 
or m Harpers* Magazine for February, 1876. 

The style of these vases compare favorably 
with those m tbe Fogg collection brought 
from the valley of the Euphrates. 



THE VATICAN ANB NAPOLEON MEDALS 

are the liberal gift of a number of gentlenien. 
The Vatican are one himdred and seventy-six 
in number, and are exact copies in plaster of 
ancient cameos of emperors, warriors, philos- 
ophers and other celebrities The originals 
are in the Vatican at Rome. 

The others, eighty -two, obverse and reverse, 
one hundred and sixty- four in all, form a com- 
plete set of casts of the Napoleon medallions. 

These medals were collected with much pains 
by Dr. ThecKlatus Gkrlick, and were furnished 
by him to the Society at much less than their 
first cost. 

A graceful gift made us by Dr. Gkirlick is a 

BUST OF DR. JARED P. KIBTLAND. 

It represents Dr. Kirtland as he appeared 
twenty- five years ago, the original cast having 
beeoi taken' then. It is said by those 
who knew the subject at that time' to be a 
very faithful likeness. The oust is a labor of 
love, the work of Dr. Garlick's own hands. 
An addition of considerable value to tbe 

MANUSCRIPTS AND AUTOGRAPHS 

of the society is contained in the papers of the 
late secretary, Mr. Goodman. He had an 
especial fondness for and remarkable talent in 
the pursuit of such property. 
T le manuscript collections of the 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 07 ASHTABULA COUNTY, 

have long been known to be of great value. 
Tne Society was one of the earliest in the 
iState, being In active operation so early as 
1841. We are happy to say that the gen- 
tlemen having charge of this valuable 
property have placed it in the rooms of our so- 
ciety. A more particular description of it 
will' appear at a proper time. 
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SANTTABT COMMISSION. 

The voluminous books and papers of the 
Northwestern Branch of the Sanitary Com- 
mission are placed amove our archives in a 
beautiful waJnut case, incbxed and labelled for 
future reference. This was done by the com- 
mission under the care of Mrs. llaynard, 
its secretary, and Hie work was, completed 
during the past year. 

BINDING. 

During the past year there have been boimd 
175 volumes of r ewspapen$, at the expense of a 
friend of the society. 

About the time of our last annual meeting. 
Dr. John Ludlow, -f Sprin^rflield, Clarke 
county. O. , gave the society a «crap book con- 
taiuing a series of articles aDout ttie early set- 
tlement of Springfield, published by him m a 
local ptaper. 

It was a thoughtful act easily done, preserv- 
ing valuable matter where it is generally ac- 
cessible, which might otherwise, in a few 
years be lost. 

I mention it especially for the example. Ed- 
itors, writers, or other gentlemen, in different 
counties, might easily furnish us much . valu- 
able history. 

INDEXING AND CATAX.0OUBINO. 

The property of an institution like o^irs needs 
to be carefully and systematically indexed and 
catalogued, to show its value. 

It is to be regretted that we cannot have 
more help in tne field. Miss Seymour, our 
librarian seems well adapted to the systematic 
care of such a room, and to take 
a hearty interest. above a money 
interest, In the welffltre of the society. 
Her time is much occupied afternoons in the 
care of visitors. She has considerable copying 
to do for the society, and her forenoons are not 
sufficient for such work as needs doing. 

President Whittlesey and Miss Seymour have 
done a great service m arranging in ooxes and 
indexing manuscripts, and Misg Seymour is 
with courage and not much time endeavoring 
to make a catalogue of the library. 

THE AUTOGRAPHS 

of the society are many, and one of the board, 
Mr. Johnson, has Jdndly coubented to give 
such time as he can to the arrangement of 
them. 

His patient care during the past year has 
well arransred our very respectable coin collec- 
tion, which, by the way, attracts much at- 
tention from our visitors. 

EARLY MAPS. 

Considerable attention has been nven during 
the past year to the early maps of Ohio and the 
West, and the society has of its own and on de- 
posit quite a large collection. A good many 
of them are described in tract No. 25. 

THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAB 

have not been numerous. Nearly every thing 
that touches the public will affect such a society 
as ours. Even the Tilton-Beecher case has, by 
filling the newspaper columns to overflowing, 
crowded out our tracts. 



Those of the year have been : 

No. 21. Sixth annual meetmg. May 1874. 
Report of President Whittlesey. 

No. 22. Battle of Prenchtbwn, by Rev-. 
Thomas P . Dudley. Major Isaac Craig on Lake 
Erie. 1782. White men as scalpers. Thomas 
Hutchins, Geographer General, United States, 
ITTS, im the last three articles heme by 
Colonel Whittlesey. 

No. 23. Relics of the Mound Builders, by 
the Secretary. Campaign ot 1818 on the Ohio 
frontier. An address by Thomas Christian, 
communicated by Hon. Leslie Combs, of Ken- 
tucky. 

No. 24. Recent donations by Mr. Fogg with 
his descriptioup and remarks. 

No. 25. Early maps of Ohio and the 'West, 
by the Secretary. 

VISITORS. 

The number of visitors registered is about 
2, 000, an increase of about one-fourth over the 
previous year. 

DECEASE OF LIBRARIAN AND MEMBERS. 

It is with feelings of gi<eat respect and aflPec- 
tion that I speak of Mrs. Milf ord. for several 
years our hbrarian. She died on the 24th day 
of September last. 

Juclge John Barr. one of our original mem- 
bers, oled on the 24th da^^ of January, 1875. 

We have also lost during the year bv death 
Henry R. Mygatt, of Oxford, New York, a 
corresponding member. 

Brief biographies accompany this reort. 

C. C. Baldwin, Secretary. 

OBrrUARY NOTIC2& 

Mrs. Miranda Milford^ late Librarian, 

In 1871 Mrs. Milf ord was appointed custodian 
of the museum, including books, maps, man- 
uscripts, and relics, under the name of libra- 
rian. She continued in this position until her 
death, on the 26th of September, 1874. 

The salary we had been able to pay her was 
so small that her services were suDstantiaily a 
donation to the public ; but the occupation was 
one for which she was so thoroughly fitted, that 
it was to her a source of pleasure if not of 
profit. 

Her love of order manifested itself at once 
inbringioig our large collections into some- 
thing like systematic arrangement; a labor 
that only those who were frequent visitors at 
the room will appreciate. 

EEaving a special fondness for antiquities, 
she spent much more time here than was re- 
quired of her. This pleasant room with, what 
were to her, pleasant surroundings, afforded 
an unfailing resource to one to whom health 
and most of the usual attractions of life were 
wanting. 

She enjoyed the visits of young chil- 
dren to the Museum, to whom she be- 
came an instructress, exhibiting and explaining 
to them the many curious objects in our cases. 
They will never forget theinteresting^ideas ac- 
quired from her at this place. 

With our limited number of shelves and 
cases for exhibition, it required not only 
patience to arrange such heterogeneous mater- 
uds, but an artiste skill to give them an aft- 
tractive appearance. This important work, 
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and that of » general catalogue, was finished 
only in part, when she was ^led away. 

Mrs. fiiilf ord ne McKay, was bom in Cale- 
donia, liiyjnffston oountv, x^ew York, Biarch 
18th, 1810 ;and was therefore slxty-f our years of 
age at her death. 

She was married In 1830, to the late Wm. 
Milford, Esq. , of this city, who died in 1854. 

They settled at Cleyelaad in 1835, their home 
being socially, one of the most hospitable and 
attractive of those days. 

Mr. Milford was a native of Ireland, nat- 
uralized about the time of their marriagre, who 
became an active business man. and an enter- 
prising character in i egard to the public inter- 
ests of our growing city. Since his death her 
health and pecuniary circumstances have been 
such as would have crushed, or at least greatly 
depressed, an ordinary character. But with 
an mquisitive mind, coupled with a resolute 
will and active personal habits, she maintained 
a cheerful spirit at all times. 

In this community her friends were numer- 
ous, and her attachment to them was true and 
strong. She had besides a firm Christian faith, 
being a consistent member of Trinity Church 
from a very early period. 

Judge John Barr, the First Honorary Member 
of this Society, 

The father of Judge Barr was the Rev. 
Thomas Barr, one of the early settlers in 
Ldberty, Trumbull county, Ohio, where he 
pursued the trade of a carpenter. 

Under the influence of the Rev. Mr. 
Hughes, of Darlington. Pa. , he was converted 
soon after the birm of Jolm, and became a 
student in the Academy ut Darlington. 

He joined the Presbyterian Church with a 
view to become a minister, as soon as his edu- 
cation would permit of it. Being filled with 
the enthusiasm of an evangelist, he made such 
progress that he was soon ucensed to preach. 

Judge Barr was bom at Ldberty, m 1804. 
In 1810 his farther was settled at Euclid, Cuy- 
ahoga county, over the congregation of that 
place. Since that time to nis death. Judge 
Barr was a resident of this county or city. 
From his early manhood he has taksn a lively 
and^actical interest in the local history of 
the Western Reserve. No one has done more 
to found, or to encourage pioneer associations. 
His personal recollections, embracing a period 
of sixty years, were remarkably clear and full. 
About 1825 he was made deputy sheriff 
of this county by the late James S. Clarke, 
who was a neighbor and a friend of the family. 
He occupied this position under the late Ed- 
ward Baldwin, the successor of Mr. Clarke, 
and in 1880 was himself elected sheriff, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Baldwin. During his time as sheriff 
he was obliged to make arresbs of very desper- 
ate characters, who were canying on a sys- 
tematic course of counterfeiting in the valley 
of the Cuyahoga. One of them was captured 
in the streets of Columbus, by drawing a bag 
over his head. After serving two terms of two 
years each, he declined the office for the pur- 
. of joining the law firm of SiUiman & 



The office of SiUiman, Stetson & Barr, 
was on the corner of Superior street and the 



Square, in Rouse's two- story frame building | 
represented in Parker's painting of 18S0. 

Cleveland had at this ume b^^un to f eel the 
impulses of a commercial dty. All the mem- 
bers of this firm took a lively and practical in- 
terestin public affairs. 

Mr. Silliman was the father- in-law of Stet- 
son, and a brother-in-law to G^eneral Cass. 
Mr. Silliman d*ed, the health of Mr. Stetson 
failed and the firm was broken up. 

Judge Barr had a mild and courteous man- 
ner, rendering him popular with the masses. 
The reverses of 1^7. especially his close financial 
relations with his ehtcoprising friends the late 
James S. Clarke and Judge J. W. Willey, 
greatly impaired his fortune. These difficulties, 
to which was added impaired health, seemed 
to require of him a return to office. 

He was first elected Judg^ of the Police 
Court, and resigned that office to become Clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas. 

In historical matters he had the lively inter- 
est of a native bom actor in the early settle- 
ments. 

For some years prior to 1845 he used his 
leisure time in putting on paper the tales of the 
pioneers with whom he came m contact during 
long service as sheriff or under-sheriff. An 
epitome of these memoranda, supplemented 
by his personal memories, relating especially 
to Clevelemd, was published in the Na^onal 
Magazine at New York in 1845. 

A much fuller statement of the pioneer times 
was given by him in the lectures before the 
Cleveland Lyceum in L846. Free extracts 
from these lectures, the MSS. of which are ia 
our collection, are to be found in the * ^Early 
History of Cleveland, ♦♦ published in 1867. 
These lectures and publications excited so 
much attention that he was able to bring 
into existence a Coimty Pioneer Society, with 
branches in each township, which continued 
until the war of the rebellion occurred in 1861. 
He made an effort to resume it after the war, 
but so many of the early settlers had passed 
out of time that he did not succeed. 

Most of his papers and memoranda are now 
in the possession of this society. 

His death occurred suddenly while sitting in 
bis chair on the 34th of January, 1875, being 
then seventy- one years of age. For many 
years, owing to a personal miury, he had 
ceased to take an active part in business or in 
public affairs. His mind and memory were 
unimpaired, but he had postponed making the 
record of his life, and its interesting associa- 
tiens too long. Very little of it can now be 
recovered. 

Henry R, Mygatt^ 

Henry R, Mygatt, LL. D., of Oxford, 
Chenango county, New York, was a corre- 
sponding member of ourjsociety. He made us 
valuable contributions, and we had reason to 
think that he contemplated others of still 
gp:«ater interest 

He was bom at Oxford in 1810, graduated at 
Union College in 1830, studied law with James 
Clapp, of Oxford, a man of high repute. He 
commenced practice in 18S3, and labored most 
assiduously m a very extensive business until 
within a couple of years ago. The reports of 
of the highest courts of New York ana of the 
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gniled SMet bMMT MDiOe proofi|of hit pro- 
•donal ability. 

Hit ponuit of the right, when » tect wm in 
OMftioii or » legal principle iBTohred, wasnn- 
drtngand defeat m the lower conrii seemed 
only to nerve him to itill higher efforts in the 
appellate ones. 

The reputation he acquired and the reward! 
he received were f airty won. IndiMtry, in- 
tecritr and good judgment were the baaif of 
hifancoMB. Bnt better than thia he was a man 
unexceptionable in private life, of grsat be- 
nevolence, confided in and beloved by all He 
was a religious man, an ardent Episcopalian, 
but not a bigot and ready to help, muniiloently, 
any enterprise ffivorableto religion without 
reference to sect He was a Christian gentle- 
man. He died March Slst, 1875. 

OmOSBS OF TBm SOOIXTT. 

Freaidenir-CharleB Whittlesey. 

Vice PlPesidenta— J. H. Salisbury and B. 
Sterling. 

Secr^ary— 0. C. Baldwin. 

Treasurer— 8. Williamson. 

Librarian— Miss C. M. Seymour. 

Legal Tm<itee8— William Bingham, J. P. 
Bishop, George Willey. 

CUBATOBS XLBCnVS. 

Term exptres in 1870— Joseph Perkins, 
Charles Whittleeey, John W. Allen. 

Term expires in 1877— J . H. A. Bone, Mrs. 
George Willey, H. N. Johnson. 

Term expires in 1878— C. C. Baldwin, Mrs. 
Alleyne Majmard, C. T. Sherman. 

PBRMANXNT CUBATOBS. 

W. J. Boardman, James Bamett, 
William Bingham, H. M. Chapin, 
B. A. Stanard. 

BXttlDKNT LIFE MEMBXBS. 



Horace Kelly. 
A. G. Colwell, 
C. C. Baldwin, 
L. R Holden, 
H. B. Tuttle, 
A. W. Fairbanks^ 
James J, Tracy, 
Geo. Willey, 
P. H. BebcodL, 
Joseph PerJdns, 
Abira Cobb, 
Alvafa Bradley, 
S. V. Harkness, 
T. 8. B«»ckwitb, 
J. H. Wade,; 
R. P. Wade, 
Dudlev BaldWiii, 
Colgate Hoyt, 
Wm. Chisholm, 
W. S. Streator, 
T. M. KeUey 



Amos Townseud, 
Silas M. Stone, 
W. S. Chamberlain, 
Wro. S. C. Otis, 
J. H. Sargent, 
H. A. Harvey, 
Leonard Case, 
H. M. Chapin, 
Miw L. T. Guilf onL 
Mi88 M. E. Ineersol, 
Miss S. L. Andrews, 
Alfred E. Buell, 
Douffias Perkins, 
Jac(K>B. Perkins, 
Jos. Perkins, Jr., 
Ik Lewis Perkins. 
Peter M. Hitchock, 
D. W. Cross, 
Cleve C. Hale. 
J. D. Rockefeller, 
Mrs. Fred Judson, 



C. F. Qlasser, 
S. L. Mather, 
T. P. Handy, 
QeorgeMygatt, 
R. P. Ranney, 
WiUiam Collins, 
O. A. Childs, 
J. P. BiAop, 
H. C. Blossom, 
H. P. Weddell, 
J. H. Devereaux, 
a C. Baldwin, 

W. 



JohnBrwin. 
John W. Allen, 
John Todd, 
William J. Gordon, 
Charles O. Scott, 
E. P. Morgan, 
N. C. Baldwm, 
J. H. Sahabury, 
W. J. Boardman, 
EHrtlandK. Cutter 
H. N. Johnson, 
O. A. Brooks, 
P. Fogg. 



LIFX MEMBBBB NON-BX8IDKNT& 

Kent Jarvis, Jr. , Maasillon, Stark county, 
Oh^a 

Judge Eben Newton, Canfield, Mahoning 
county, Ohia 

Judge W. G. Lane, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Hon. R. W. Tayler, Touugstown, Ohia 

Hon. Wm. Henry Smith, Chicago, Dlinoia. 

Benson J. Lossing, LL. X). , Dover Plaina, 
New York. 

General L. V. Bierce, Akron, Ohio. 

Theodatus Garlick, M. D. , Bedford. Ohio. 

Jared P. Kirtland, LL. D., Rockport, 
Ohio. 

Hon. J. A. Garfield, Hiram, Ohio. 

Col, George T. Perions, Akron, Ohio. 

HcMQ. James Monroe. Oberlin, Ohio. 

Hon. O. H. Marshall, fiult^o. New York. 

Wm. M, DarlinRtoD, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Dr. Franklin B Hough, Lowville, Lewis 
county. New York. 

M. M. Jones, Utica, New York. 

L. C. Draper, Madison, Wisconsin. 

J. D. Baldwin, Worcester, Mass. 

L A. Li4>ham, LL. D., MDwankee, Wia- 
cousin. 

ANHUAL MBMBKBH BBSIDENT AMD NON BBSI- 
DEMT. 

Lvman Little. Wm. L. Cutter, 

M. C. Younglove, S. C. Green, 
J. S. Eingsmnd, Harvey Rice, 

William Bbgham, B. A. Stanard, 

B. R. Beavis, J. C. Saxton, 
W. C. B. Richardson, Jas. W. Lef, 

J. W, TVler Benj. Harrington, 

Col. C. H. CarltoD, U. Chas. T. Sherman, 

S. A. , John N. Fraaee, 

A. Stone, Jr., James Bamett, 

L. Austin, Miss Mary C. Brayton, 

J. D. Cleveland. 
Nathan H. Winslow, Buffalo, to 1882. 

C. C. Carlton, Cleveland, 1878. 
Chas. A. Otis, Cleveland, to 1884. 

R N. Winslow, Dr. Henrv Parker, 

G. G. Norris, Berea, O. 

Mrs. J. McDermott, C. J. Comstock, 
J. Ireland, J. M. Jones, 

EUjah Bingham. 
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NUMBER TWENTY-SEVEN. 



NOTICE OF HISTORICAL AND PIONEER SOCIETIES IN OHIO. 

Bt C. C. BALDWIN, Sbomtabt. 



For the purpose of preparlns: as full an 
account as possible of all associations in 
Ohio of an historical character, whether 
local or general, our Secretary in the fall of 
1873, gave a wide circulation to the follow- 
ing note : 

Sib: Will voa be fi:ood enough to inform me, 
as soon as practicable, whether there is or has 
been an Historical or Pioneer Society in y»ur 
town or county, and If so, when it was 
formed, its name or style, and who are or 
were its managers, what papers, books, relics 
or records are in existence and in whose 
custody? If there has been none, state that 
fact in your reply. 

Yours, very truly, 

C. C. Baldwin, 
Secretary W. R. & N. O. His. Socy. 

In case no response wa- made by the 
officers of societies or when it was pre- 
sumed none were in existence, recourse 
was had to the County Auditors, to Post- 
masters and other public men of the coun- 
ties. The following list and notices is made 
up from replies to the circulars and from 
all other accessible sources of information. 

The spirit of historical research has never 
been a prominent characteristic of Ohio. 
In Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa— Slates 
which were organized after Ohio had been 
so long in existence that its history began to 
be lost— the Legislatures have by an annual 
appropriation, given their historical socie- 
ties the means which are necessary to every 
enterprise of the kind. 

In 1851 an effort was made to induce the 
Legislature to assist in the publication of a 
selection pf docun^ents, relating to events 



prior to 1808, when the State ffovemmeat 
was organized. But the first^ and only 
money appropriated for historical purposes 
in this State was for the purchase of the St. 
Clar papers, in 1870, which are now in the 
State Library, which wAs procured through 
the exertions of this Society, with the hearty 
assistance of Governor Hayes. 

STATE mSTOBICAL BOCOSTT, 

On the first of February 1822, several 

Erominent public men who were at Colum- 
ns secured the passage of an act to incor- 
porate the •^Historical Society of Ohio." 
The first meetiuff was to be held in Columbus, 
September 1822. In an address delivered 
before the Firelands Historical Society, June 
1858, the late Hon, Elisha Whittlesey, sta- 
ted that he went to Cohimbut ''to particU 
'* pate in the proceedinss of the society," thai 

'Jeremiah Morrow, Duncan McAjthur, 
« and many more worthy and distin^ 
* * guished pioneers were there, who assembled 
** in the evening, and a very interesting and 
<< delightful conversation took place, about 
« the early settlements of different sectiont 
<' of the State. Towards twelve o'clock, 
'*he suggested to Gtovemor Moirow that 
'* it was wei) to call the meeting to ordw 
'* and organize. The Governor concurred 
** but immediately reunited in conversatton 
** with others, and somewhere between 8 
** o'clock, and daylight, those who remained 
** in the room at that time separated without 
" an organization of the society." 

The men of that day did not sufficiently 
value the record of their own deeds. The 
charter for this society is to be found in the 
local laws of the session of 1821-2, p. 47. 
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MBTOTlTOATi AJTD PHILOSOPHICAL 60CIETT OF 
OHIO. 

On the 11th day of Febnuoy 1881 
aoother act was passed by the Xegisla- 
ture, the first Section of which 
provided that, Benjamin Tappen, and 
twenty-nine other persons, from various 
counties of the State, named in the act, with 
such other persons as might from time to 
time, become members, should be **a body 
corporate, and politic, bv the name of the 
Historical and Philosophical Society of 
Ohio," with the usual provision as to the 
powers of corporations, it being carefully 
'^Provided, moreover, that the funds of said 
corporation, shall not be used and appro- 
priated to the purpose of bankiruf. *^ Amon^ 
the corporators was Jared P. Eirtland, of 
Trumbull county, now of Cuvahoga county, 
gratefully remembered in the name of our 
sister society. **The Kirtland Society of 
Natural History," of Cleveland. 

This society was organized, its by-laws 
bemg passed 31st December 1831, and the 
following officers elected: 

President, Benjamin Tappen. 

Vice Presidents,Ebenezer Lane, Rev. Wm. 
Preston. 

Cor. Secretary, Alfred Kelly. 

Rec. Secretaiy, F^B. Wilcox. 

Tieasurer, John W. Campbell. 

Curators, Gustavus Swan, Edward King, 
8. P. Hildreth, B. G. Leonard, J. P. Kirt- 
land. 

JLn account of the succeeding officers will 
be found in '^A Sketch of the Historical 
Societies of Ohio." made by James H. Per- 
kuis and G WiUiam Keadall, in 1849, a 
committee of the society, published in 
1850, with the annual discourse dehvered by 
Wm. D. Gallagher. 

This society published in 1838, at Colum- 
bos, one volume printed bv Cutler & Pils- 
Imrv, an octavo, of 111 pages, containing 
vanoQs addresses made before it, and 
other historical articles. 

The President, Mr. Tappen, in the first 
annual address, alluded to the br<ef history 
Of the first "Ohio Historical Society," and 
the purpose in the new society to col- 
lect material for the natural as well as the 
dvil history of the State. The society, how- 
eve^, has always been strictly historical. 

In 1880, part dd of volume one of its trans- 
aetions 1 vol. 8 vo. pp. 834, was published, a 
book of great value, containing Burnett's 
letters on the North West, since republished 
separately, and other valuable addresses and 
essays, one of them **0n the Aborigines of 
the valley of the Ohio," by President Harri- 
mm. 

Other addresses were separately publish- 
ed, among which was one delivered in 1841, 



by Col. Charles Whittlesey, relating to Lord 
Dunmore's expedition of 1774 

Tlie next meetii^ was held in 1844, and 
the next, which was in December, 1846, wms 
adjourned to be held in the city of Cinciii- 
nati in February, 1840, when the members of 
the ^Cincinnati Historical Societv" were 
elected members, and a donation of the prop- 
erty of that society was accepted. 

The object of this measure was to transfer 
the society from the capital to CincinnaU. 
Up to that time it had neither museum, libra- 
ry or funds. During most of the time 
annual addresses had l]^en delivered at Col- 
umbus, durinff the session of the Legislature 
— some of whM)h are of great value. 

The officers of the society at its new quar- 
ters in 1840 were: President, Wm. D. Galla- 
gher; Vice Presidents, James H. Perkins, 
Edward D. Mansfield, Charles Whittlesey, 
and tne usual other officers including five 
Curators. 

The society, to quote the report of 
1840, now had a library of respectable size 
(4,000 volumes) and some very rare and 
valuable historical material, coLsisting 
of books, maps, charts, and sketches. 
A very valuable work entitled "Pioneer 
History/' being an account of the 
first examination of the Ohio vallev, and the 
early settlement of the Northwest Territory, 
by 8. P. Hildreth, 8-vo. pp. 628, Cincinnati, 
H. W. Derby & Co., was published m 1848, 
under the superintendence of the Societv, as 
the first volume of its new^ transactions. It 
was delivered in sheets to the Society, and 
issued by it in 1840; as appears from a Cin- 
cinnati paper of the time. 

With it was given to the society, the man- 
uscript of **Biographic^ and Historical 
memories of the early pioneers, settlers of 
Ohio, with narratives ^ of incidents, &c." 
by the same ca.hor. This was published in 
1852, with an appendix containing the jour- 
nal of Col. R J. Meigs, by fl. W. Derby & 
Co., Cincinnati, 1 vol. 8-vo. pp. 680 under 
the auspices of the Ohio Historical Society. 
The society fiourished for a few years 
and finally became dormant. Its books ano 
pamphlets were de^ositexi in the Public 
Library of Cincinnati, and shared its for- 
tune and misfortune until the society was 
re-organized on the 7ih ot December, 1868, 
and reclaimed its own room, the books then 
numbering about eight hundred, the pam- 
phlets sixteen hundred. 
The officers since that time have been: • > 
Presidents — Robert Buchanan, 1868-0; 
Gen. M. F. Force, since December, 1869. 

Vice Presidents— George Graham, Stanley 
Katthews, 1868-0; George Graham, & £. 
Wright, 1860-70; S. E. Wright, W. H 
Muzzey, since December, 1870. 
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Gorrespondins Secretaries — Gen. M. F. 
Force, 1868-9; L. E. Mills, 1869-72; Hon. 
R. B. Hayes, 1872-8; Robert Clarke, 1873-4. 

Recording Secretaries — Julius Dexter, 
1868-9; Horatio Wood, 1869-'74. 

Librur ans— John M. Newton, 1868-9; Ju- 
lius Dexter, 1869-74. 

Part 1st, volume Ist, of the Society's pub- 
lications, issued in 1838, had become very 
scarce, only three copies being known, none 
of which were in the library of the Society 
Itself. In 1872 it was republished by the So- 
ciety, and In 1873 the Society published, 
throuffh Robert Claike, in Cincinnati, a 
very handsome, large octavo volume, pp. 
160, containmg '* Journal and Letters of Col. 
John May, of Boston, relating to two joui- 
neys to the Ohio country in 1788 and '89," 
accompanied by a biographical sketch and 
notes. This volume is offered by the So- 
ciety, as the commencement of a new series. 

The Society has in its varied fortunes been 
of irreat' value to the State, and has in ts 
publications preserved much that would now 
be lost were it not for its efforts. Its indi- 
rect influence upon individuals, and their 
contributions to the history of our State has 
been not less valuable. It has now an en- 
dowment of $8,650, including furniture, 
4,645 books, and 13,066 pamphlets, and a 
small museum of relics of Indians and 
Mound Builders. 

FIBBLi^NPS mSTOBICAL SOCIETY. 

The next society, extending over more than 
one county, yras "Firelands Historical So- 
ciety," organized at Nor walk, Huron county, 
the 20th May, 1857. 

Its objects* are stated in its constitution to 
be "to collect and preserve in proper form 
the facts constituting the fu]< history of the 
*'Fire Lands,'' also to obtain and preserve 
an authentic and general statement of the r 
resources and productions of all ki nds. " At 
the second meeting, 17th June, 1857, the 
following officers were elected: 

President— Piatt Benedict. 

Hve Vice Presidents. 

Treasurer— Charles A. Preston. 

Recording Secretary— Phillip N. Schuyler. 

Corresponding Secretaries— F. D. Parish, 
G. T. Stewart. 

Committees were appointed for each 
township of the Firelands. 
. The society commenced at once the pub- 
lication of the "Fireland's Pioneer," and 
has collected and published in that form a 
large quantity of valuable addresses, town- 
ship history, personal reminiscences, and 
other interesting matter. 

The public interest in this society and its 
meetings has been greater than any other of 
this State. In 1861 it had had fourteen 
<iaarterly general assemblies, without missing 
It has collected a museum of relics 



and other articles of historic and antiquarian 
value in its hall at Norwalk. Mr. Benedict 
continued to be its President until 25th 
October, 1866, when he died, aged 91 years, 
7 months and 7 days. He was succeeded by 
Z. Phillips. In 1838 the Corresponding Sec- 
retaries were D. H. Pease and P. N. 
Schuy er. From 1869 to 1875 the Corres- 

Eondine Secretaries were Hon. F. D. Parish, 
andusky; P. N. Schuyler, Norwalk. The 
Recording Secretary, 1875, is C. E. Carring- 
ton, of Norwalk. 

The last publication is volume eleven, 
October, 1874, edited by Hon. G. T. Stew- 
art, of Norwalk. 

W. R. AND N. O. HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The Western Reserve and Northern Ohio 
Histor cai Society has its rooms at Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga county. It was planned in 1B66, 
out no public steps were taken for its organ- 
ization until the 11th of April, 1867, when 
several gentlemen met in the rooms of the 
Library Association, and the society was 
organized 28th of May, 1867. Its officers 
first elected were: 

President— Col. Chas. Whittlesey. 

Vice President— M. B. Scott. 

Secretary — J. C. Buell. 

Treasurer — A. K. Spencer. 

Curators for one year, J. C. Buell and H. 

A. Smith; for two years, C. C. Baldwin, M 

B. Scott; for three Years* Joseph Perkins 
and Charles Whittlesey. 

Mr. Buell never acted as Secretaiy, and 
upon his resignation C. C. Baldwin was 
elected to the place until the 19th of October, 
1868, when he resigned, and A. T. Gk>odman 
was elected. 

Under an arrangement with the Cleveland 
\* Society for Savings" and the Cleveland 
Library Association, the Hstorical Society 
has the perpetual use, at alow rent, of the 
third floor of a stone fire-proof building, 
erected by the Society for Savings, fronting 
the Public Square, near the Postoffice. 

The objects of the Society are * *to discover, 
procure, and preserve whatever relates to the 
history, biography, genealogy, antiquities, 
and statistics of th'i Western Reserve, State 
of Ohio, and the Northwest." Its purposes 
iuclude everything relating to western iiis- 
tory. It has been very successful for its age 
and has accimiulated a very valuable prop- 
erty. It had at its annual meeting, 12th of 
May, 1874, 2,424 bound volumes, a,385 
pamphlets, 645 bound volumes of newsp^ 
pers, 1,552 maps. It has also a large num- 
ber of manuscripts, man^ of them of great 
value, and a fine collection of relics of the 
Mound Builders and Indians, relics of Brad- 
street's expedition of 1764, Japanese -and 
other ciiriosities. It has also a co 'cction of 
copies of ancient rock inscriptions, made bv 
painting the artificial chiselings on the rock 



Digitized by 



Google 



ASHTABULA, ATHENS AKD CHAMPAIGN COUNTIES. 



•Dd ptowing % doth into than. Its library 
incliMM ih« most valuable and expensive 
books upon archsology, including; Lord 
Kingsboroush's Antiquities of Mexico. 

In June, 1869, the Society made the first 
movement in the matter of the purchase of 
the papers of General Arthur St. Clair, the 
first €k>vemor of the Northwestern Terri- 
tory, by f umishinff the funds to send its Sec- 
retary, the late Alfred T. GoMman, to ex- 
amine those papers then in Kansas. 

It has now (1875) a fair representation of 
the stone implements of the primitive race^ 
in Ohio and tne West. Also some vases, 
pottery and copper tools of the Moimd 
Builders, with relics from the valley of the 
Euphrates recently donated by W. r. Fogg, 
Siq., of this citv, copies of the Vatican and 
Napoleon medals, and a good beginning on 
a collection of coins, and autographs. 
Our maps of the West of early date are cer- 
tainly worthy the attention of geoi^raphers. 
Our endowment fund is about $10,000. 

COUNTY Ain> TOWN SOGIETIBS. 

Adams county— None, (Dec. 25, 1873.) 
Allen county— None, (Oct. 28, 1873.) 
Ashland CO mty— None, (Oct. 13, 1878.) 
The history of the county has been written 
by H. S. Knapp, entitled a History of the 
Honeer and Modem Times of Ashland 
County, Ohio. Philadelphia: 1863. 1 vol. 
8 mo., pp. 550. Another by Geo. W. Hill, 
M. D., IS now publishing in the '* Ashland 
Press," which is also expected to be put in 
book form. 

Ashtabula county, Jefferson, county seat.— 
The Historical Society of Ashtabula county, 
Ohio, one of the earlies'' in the State, was in 
active operation as early as 1841, and Mr. 
Howe in his ''Historical Collections," p. 37, 
acknowledgeshisobligation to it. It made 
a large and very vauable collection of man- 
uscripts and some relic3. The cabinet is at 
Jeffer3on, and a portion of the papers have 
been published recently in the Geneva Times, 
by warren P. Spencer, the editor, who in 
1853-4, wtts the last secretary of the society. 
Mr. Piatt R. Spencer, ce ebrated as a pen- 
man, was for a lon^ time secretary of th« 
society, and the society owe him much for 
copying, collect ng and arranging manu- 
script. The society is now dormant. Its 
remaininff manuscripts, still of fin*eat value, 
were, in Jnly. 1874, in charge of Hon. J. A. 
Giddings, Wm. C. Howells, J. A. Howells, 
W. P. Spencer, and H. R. Gaylord. These 
gentlemen at that time placed them in care 
of the Western Resei*ve and Northern Ohio 
Historical Society in its fire-proof room in 
Cleveland. 

Athens county, Athens, county seat.— The 
''Athens County Pioneer Association,'* was 
organized 26th of December, 1868, and 
has held regular meetings till this 



time (October 1873.) The officers tn 
October, 1873, were John Ballard, 
President; A. B. Waller, Secretary. It hsa 
a coUection of bioeraphies, early history, 
and books. The history of the county liaa 
been written by Charles M. Walker and , 
published in a handsome octavo volume, pp. 
600, by Robert Clarke & Co., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 1869. 
Auglaize— None, (Oct. 14th, 1873.) 
Belmont— Never any, (Dec. 15th, 1878.) 
Sketches of church history have bean pub- 
lished in pamphets, by Rev. R Alexander, 
of St. Clalrsville, and Rev. Dr. Crawford, 
of Moorfield. 
Brown County— None, (Jan., 1874) 
Butler County, Hamilton, county seat — 
A Pioneer Association was formed in this 
county about 1869. The officers are Jonn 
I M. Milliken, Fergus Anderson, Dr. Falconer 
and H. S. Earheart. The society has no ex- 
tensive col' ections. The biographies of the 
most prominent pioneers have been written 
by the late James McBride, of Hamilton, 
and published by Robert Clark & Co. , of Cin- 
cmnati, Ohio. **Pioneer Biographies, by 
James McBride; Vol. I., 8vo., pp. 362, In 
1869; Vol. U., 8vo., pp. 288,1870.^* 
Carrol County— None, (Jan., 1874) 
Champaign county, Urbaiia, county seat — 
"The Western Pioneer Association, "formed 
in 1870, composed of old settlers of Cham- 
paign and Logan counties, Sept. 7, 1871, 
met at BellefontaiDe. A committee was 
appo nted to collect, arrange and prepare the 
material for a pioneer history of these coun- 
ties; Committee, Dr. B. S. Brown, Dr. 
Thomas Cowgill and Joshua Antrim. The 
work is being published as "Antrim's His- 
tory." ($3 per vol., 400 to 500 pp.) Mr. An- 
trim's address is East Liberty, Logan Co., O. 
The society has records, re ics, &c., in the 
custody of its secretary, T. S. McFarland, of 
Concord, Champaign county. President, J. 
M. Glover, of West Liberty, Ohio. 

Clark county, Springfield-" The Clark 
County Pioneer Society" was orsan- 
tzed on the 7th of June, 1870, 
and had monthly meelings for two 
years, but has ceased to meet regularly; 
A. Bassett, President; John Ludlow. Vice 
President; James S. Austin, Treasurer. It 
has no property. Papers have been pub- 
lished by members of the society, furnisliing 
sketches of Springfield and Clarke county 
from 1796 to 1828. This society is called in 
vol. 9 of the Fireland Pioneer, "The Mad 
River Valley Pioneer and Historical Asso- 
ciation." The address delivered at its or- 
ganization, 2d of May, 1870, is contained in 
that volume. It has held no meeting for 
some years. (1874.) 

Clermont county, Batavia, April 3d, 1874. 
—Has never had a society. Soixie yean ago 
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B. W. C'arke, Esq., commenced a history 
the county, which was interrapted by his 
death about 1872. 

Clinton county— None, October 27th, 1873. 

Columbiana county — ^The Columbiana Pi- 
oneer Association and Historical Soc'ety 
was organized in 1870. It holds annu&l meet- 
ings in September with a dinner and celebra- 
tion. 

Pread''nt— H. H. Gregg, New Lisbon. 

Vice President— W. D. Hinkle, Salem. 

Secretary— P. C. Young, New Lisbon. 

Treasurer— John Frost, New Lisbon. 

Has published several old newspaper 
records; biographies, &c. 

Coshocton county— Never any, (Oct. 1st, 
1873.) 

Crawford county — A society called the 
"Crawford County Pioneer Society" was at- 
tempted some years ago. Its existeoce was 
80 ephemeral that it did nothing whatever. 
- (Oct. 18, 1873J 

Cuya^oea (;ounty, Cleveland— The *-His- 
storioai Society of Cuyahoga County," 
was founded in 1857, ' and the organ- 
ization was completed 15th February 1858. 
The officers were: Pressident, Leonard Case, 
with a Vice President in every town in the 
county; John Barr, Secretary; a commit- 
■ tee was appointed for each township to pre- 
serve the local histonr; of which committee 
the Vice President for that township,, was 
the chairman. A grand picnic was held at 
Newburg, 20th October, 1858, at which it is 
estimated five thousand perbons were pres- 
ent, Hon. R. P. Spalding, of Cleveland, de- 
livered the address. The celebration was 
very successful. The 13th June, 1860, a 
second celebration was held in the same 
town, which was m every wav as successful 
as the firsi. Col. Charles Whittlesey, of 
Cleveland, delivered the address. The Re- 
bellion broke up ttie association. An at- 
tempt was made to revive it m 1870, which 
utterly failed. The papers of the society 
are in the possession of the Western Reserve 
& Northern Ohio Historical Society. The 
local history of most of the towns was pre- 
sented to the society and published in the 
Cleveland papers. 

Darke county, Greenville — "Darke County 
Pioneer Association" organized 4th July 
1871. 

President— John S. Hiller. 

Secretary- D. M. Stephenson. 

Corresponding Secretary — H. K. McCon- 
nell, Judge John \\ harry. 

No collections beyond a few articles of 
local value (May 13th, 1874) 

Defiance county, ho society (Oct. 13th, 
1873>^H. S. Knapp has recently published 
**A History of the Maumee Valley," at the 
Blade Office, Toledo, which includes this 
comity. 



Delaware county — There is a pioneer .so- 
ciety m this county organized July 1870. 

President— E C. Vining. 

Secretaiy— James McCoy. 

The societjr has collected no relics or pa- 
pers of especial value. 

Erie county— No society, Oct. 1873. 

Faiifleld county— None, May 17th, 1874. 

Fayette county— Has a Pioneer Society, 
which collects relics, facts, books, &c. 

Adam Glaze, President, Washington C. 
H. I have failed to learn more (Dec. 16, 
1873.) 

Franklin county, Columbus — **The Pioneer 
Association of Franklin County," was or- 
ganized June 2d, 1866. Officers in 1873: 

J. E. St. Clair, President. 

Col. G. S. Tunis, Secretary. 

Have records of proceedings and a num- 
ber of historical sketches. 

The history of Franklin county has been 
written by William F. Martin, in an 8 vo. 
volume, pp 450, published 1858, at Colum- 
bus, O. A history of Columbus, by Jacob 
H. Strider, 1 vol. 8 vo., pp 584, 1873, 
Columbus. 

Fulton county— None (Oct. 13th, 1873.) 

Gallia county— None (Oct. 23d, 1873.) 

Geauga county— The Historical Society of 
this county was formed 16th September, 
1873. 

It meets annually at Burton, on 10th of 
September, and at other times on call. 

Its President is Hon. Lester Taylor, of 
ChardoL. 

Vice Presidents — One for each township. 

Secretary— S. Cbpp, Huntjsburg. 

Corresponding Secretary — R. N. Ford, 
Burton. And a Board of Managers. 

Its object is to collect the history of the 
pioneers and relics. 

General J. A. Garfie'd delivered an able 
address on the disco \rery and owneiship of 
the Northwestern Territory and settlement 
of The Western Reserve, which has been 
published in the county and other papers, 
also by this Society in pamphlet form. 

The history of many of the townships 
has been written by General B'erce, and 
published in the newspapers. 

Greene county— None, (Oct. 13th, 1873.) 

Guernsey county— None, (Oct. 15ih, 1873.) 

Hamilton county — **The Cincinnati His- 
torical Society" was organized in August, 
1844. Its officers were then: 

President— Rev. James H. Perkins. 

Vice Presidents— John P. Foote, Wm. D, 
Gallagher. 

Recording Secretary— E. P. Norton. 

Treasurer— R. Buchanan. 

Librarian — A. RandaiL 

It published in 1845 No. 1 of its annuals, 
containing its constitution, a circular, and 
an address by D. K. Este. 
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In 1847, Dr. Hildreth presented to it the 
mannscriut of his '^Pioneer History." In 
1848 its President, Vice Pl^esidents and Sec- 
retary were the same as those of the Oliio 
Historical and Philosophical Society for 
1849. The members then yoted to donate 
their property to the other, the members 
of this society having been elected members 
of the other. See account of the Ohio His- 
torical and Philosophical Society herein. 

**The Cincinnati Poneer Association" 
wa» oricanized 28d l^oyember 1856, its 
members all persons who resided in Ohio, on 
or before July 4,1812,which time is since ex- 
tended to July 1815. Its officers in 1878 
were: 

Pres. Hon. Dayid E. Este. 

Vice President, Nicholas Gorham. 

Cor. Sec., Jeremiah M. Clark. 

Rec. Sec., John D. CaldwelL 

Its proceeding;; appear In *'the Cincinnati 
Pioneer.*' published from time to time by 
its Recordmg Secretary. Its last celebra- 
tion which has attracted my notice was held 
AOTil 7, 1874 

Hancock coimty— None (Oct. 14, 1873.) 

Harrison coun^—None (Oct. 21, 1873.) 

Hardin county— Kenton. 

llie Hardin county Pioneer Association, 
was organized 9th June 1868. 

Judge Hugh Stetson, President. 

A. W. Newman, M. D. Secretary. Its 
members are all citizens immigrating prior 
to January 1840. Meetiogs second Satnrday 
of June annually. Has books, records, and 
•ketches of pioneer life. 

Henry county— None (Oct. 10, 1878.) 

Highland county— None (Dec. 16, 1873.) 

Hocking county— None (Dec. 20, 187a) 

Holmes county— None. 

Huron County, Norwalk— **lhe Histori- 
cal and Geological Society of Norwalk Sem- 
inary was organized in 1842, to collect facts 
and incidents, relatiye to the early history 
of Ohio." 

President— Key. A. WUson. 

Secretary- H. Dwight. 

It made a collection of eeoloffical speci- 
mens, but nothing historical. It liyed but a 
short lime. 

For the **Fureland's Roneer Association," 
which has its headquarters at Norwalk, see 
the account of general soc.eties at the be- 
ginning of this paper. 

Jackson County— None, (Dec. 24th, 1873.) 

Jefferson County— None. There was at 
Stcub^yille for a time a society called **The 
Triangle," composed of three ministers, 
three doctors, and three lawyers, who met 
weekly to investigate literary, scientific, and 
histoncal questions. It had no collections, 
but kept a record. 

Znox County— None. "The History of 
Knox County,"' from 1778 to 1868, inchiaiye, 



has been written by A. Banning NortcMiv of 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. 8yo., pp. 424 ; Co- 
lumbus, O. 

Lake County— None. (Oct. 11, 1873.) 

Lawrence county— None (October 10th, 
1873.) 

Lickinff county— Newaru.-The Licking 
County Pioneei, Historical ioid Antiquarian 
Society organized May 1867. From the an- 
nual report made July 4th, 1873 and pub- 
lished in the Newark American of Uth July, 
1873, it appears that the society has a library 
of 148 yoiumes, 127 pamphlets, and hun- 
dreds of newspapers and newspaper slips. 
Abo numerous manuscripte, and a coUectioD 
of relics of the mound builders, Indians, 
Reyolutionary times and pioneers in great 
yanety. The society has published eight 
pamphlets, deyoted to the history of the 
county, and 107 pioneer papers, describing 
the works of the motmd builders, the 
county Indian history, sketches of the 
the early settlers and pioneer history. It 
has been conducted with zeal and efficiency, 
and has in its possession the material for a 
^stematic, particular, and full history of 
the cotmty. 

It seems exceedingly desirable that the 
society should publish in book form the 
substance of their papers. Pamphlets and 
and newspaper slips are riches that soon 
take wings and fly away. An accotmt of the 
history oi the county cannot but interest the 
entire State. An account of the works of 
the mound builders in that cotmty which 
are so celebrated, would mterest the world. 

Enough appears in the report of the Sec- 
retary to show that the book would be one 
of romantic interest. 

During the year ending 4th of July, 1878, 
the society lost by death Hon. Wm. Stan- 
berry and Dr. J. N. Wilson, President and 
Vice President of the society ttom 1867 to 
the time of their deaths. 

The officers elected 4th of July. 1873, for 
the ensuing year were: 

President— P. N. O'Barron. 

Vice Presidents— T. J. Anderson, M. M. 
Munson, Daniel Torry. 

Corresponding Secretary— C. B. Giffin. 

Recording Secretary— Isaac Smucker. 

Treasurer— Enoch Wilson. 

Chaplain— Rev. C. Springer. 

Logan county— There is a pioneer society 
fcr this and Champaign county iointly, a 
more full account of which wiU be found 
tmdpr Champaign cotmty. Its President, 
J. M. Glover, resides at West Liberty, in 
Logan cotmty. 

Lorain county— In 1857 a Pioneer Asso- 
ciation was formed, which in the fall of 
1859, had a large meeting and an address. 

It had an annual adcCess on the 4th ot 
July of each year, until 1861, when the wir 
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•tiippedit. The iheMltigs wert large and 
interesting, and addresses good. The late 
Dr. Betts of Brownhehn was President. 

The address of 1860 by Gen. L. V. Bierce 
is published in Fireland's Pioneer for 1861. 
Lucis county, Toledo— The "Toledo His- 
torical and Geo^phical Society" was or- 
ganized June Idth, 1871. It has a small 11- 
Drary, and some relics. Officers Oct 10th,'73. 
I>resident— E. H Fitch. 
Vice President— H. M. Bacon. 
Treftsnrer— Dr. J. T. Woods. 
The President was Secretary pro tem. 
Madison county— None, (Oct. 14th, 1873.)) 
Mahoning county— None, (Dec. 6th, 1878.) 
The Hon. Blisha Whittlesey and Hon. 
Frederick Wadsworth, both now deceased, 
prepared two manuscript yolumes of the 
local history and biography of this County. 
Marion county- None, (Oct. 17th, 1873.) 
Medina county — None. 
"The Pioneer History of Medina county," 
appears in a 12-mo vol. pp. 221, publisned 
in Medina in 1861, by the author, N. B. 
Northrop, of that place. 
Meigs County— None, (9ct. 14th, 1878.) 
Mercer County— None, (Oct. 24th, 1878,) 
but some talk of organizing one. 
Miami County— None, (Oct. 21st, 1878.) 
Monroe County— None, (Oct 15th, 1873.) 
Montgomery County, Dayton—** The 
Montgomery County Pioneer Association," 
was organized November, 1867. George B. 
Holt, now deceased, was its President. Its 
President m October. 1873, was Henry L. 
Brown. It has no collection of books or 
papers except such records as are usual in 
such societies. It was visited by the Cin- 
cl:nati Pioneers in September, 1873. The 
vciy interesting addresses are to be found 
in **Cincintiati Pioneer," No. 2, published by 
John D. Caldwell, Secretary of the Cincin- 
nati Society. 
Morgan County— None, (Dec. 18, 1873.) 
Morrow County— None, (Nov. 3d, 1878.) 
Muskins^um County— None, (Oct. 20th, »78.) 
Noble County— None, (Oct. 26th, 1878.) 
Ottawa County— None. (Oct. 16th, 1878.) 
Pauldinir County— None,yOct. 16th, 1873.) 
Perry County— None, (1678.) 
Pickaway County, Oirclev He— The **Pick- 
away County Historical and Pioneer Asso- 
ciation" was formed January, 1873. 
President— Dr Wayne Griswold, deceased. 
Secretary- Alfred Williams. 
It has no library or relics. There was pub- 
lished at Circleville in 1873, a very interest- 
ing and pertinent address delivered by its 
secietary. 8 mo. 14 pp. 

The objects of the society are stated to be: 
Ist. The collection of material for the histo- 
rian. 2d. The promotion of social inter- 
: course among the pioneers of the county. 
Pike county— None, (April 9, 1874. 



Portage county—None, Oct 18, U78. 

General L. V. Bierce, of Akron, has w|it- 
ten the history of all the townships of the 
county which has been pulilished in the 
county papers. 

Preble county— The Pioneer Association 
of Preble county was formed about 1868, and 
many sketches and reminiscences were col- 
lected. 

President— Henry Eerling. 

Secretary— Jesse B. Stephens. 

The president, secretary, and many old 
settlers died, and the society ceased to eiAsL 

A. Haines, Sr., of Eaton, has written an 
outline sketch of the early courts, of the early 
settlers of the township, of mound builders, 
&c., published in the county papers. 

Putnam county— None, (Dec. 16, 1878.) 

Richland county, Mansfield— **Richland 
County Historical Society," organized 21tt 
October, 1869. 

President— Alexander C. Welch. 

A Vice President for each township^ 

Recorder— Henry C. Hed^s. 

Secretary— General R Bnnkerhoff. 

The society has no general collection. 
General Brinkerhoff has published from 
time to time in the county papers sketches 
of its history, which should be published in 
more permanent form. 

Ross county, Chillicothe— The Logan His^ 
torical Society was formed 28th of July, 1841. 

President— Felix Renick. 

Secretary — John 8. Williams. 

In 18^, Messrs. James H. Perkins and 
George Kendall Btate that an attempt was 
then being made to revive the society. It 
seems to have been unsuccessful The ex* 
istence of . the society led to the following 
well known and valuable publication: The 
American Pioneer, a monthly periodical 
devoted to the objects of the Logan His- 
torical Society, edted and published by 
John S. Williams. It commenced January, 
1842, the last number, closing the second 
volume, was issued October, 1843. 

**rhe Pioneer History of Ross County, 
Ohio," is a collection of township and bi- 
ographical sketches of Isaac J. finley and 
Ruf us Putnam. lvol.,8vo.,pp. 148. C&icin- 
nati. 1871. 

Sandusky county— Pi'eliminary steps, but 
ISth Dec. 1873 organization not perfected, 
says Rev. E. Bushnell, &c. 

Gov. R. B. Hayes, Fremont 13th Dec. 
187S,expects the society to organize in June. 

Have preserved various addresses and 
newspaper articles. 

Scioto county— "The Pioneer Association 
of the StAte of Ohio," was organized 24th 
Amil 1878. 

President, Eli Glover, 

Secretary, Thomas S. Hall. 
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Treasmer, Col. R. Kinney. 

No papers except a muster roll, 1800 to 
1812, in the bands of the President 

Seneca county, Tiflto— *'8eneca county 
pioneer and Historical Society," Officers 
in 1870: 

President, Dr. Henry Euhn. 

Sec. and Biographer, W. Lang. 

Treasurer, Lyman White. 

Some account of the society will be found 
in Knapp's History of the Maumee valley, 
pp. 493 to 497. 

"The History af Seneca county," by Con- 
sul W. Butterfleld, now of Bucyrus, Ohio, 
1875 of Madison, Wisconsin, was published 
in Sandusky in 1848, in a 12 mo. volume pp. 
252. The author of that boolL has written 
"Crawford's Campaign against Sandu*:ky, 
in 1782," 1 mo. 8 vo. pp. 403, published 
1878 by Robert Clarke & Co., at Cmcinnati. 

Shelby county — None. 

Stark county — None. 

Summit county — None for the county. 

An annual Pioneer picnic is held* 10th 
September of each year, in Bath township, 
incluaing pioneers of adjoining towns m 
Summit and Medina counties. 

The Tallmadge Historical Society, in the 
township cf that name, is collecting a very 
complete hlstonr of the township; was 
organized 24th March 1858, and the follow- 
ing officers were chosen: 

President — Amos Seward. 

Vice President— Sidney Edgarton. 

Recordine Secretary—L. C. Walton. 

Corresponding Secretary — Andrew Fenn 

Treasurer— L V. Bierce, Jr. 
• Executive Committee — J. O. Wolcutt and 
C. C. Bronson. 

The society has 235 pacres of records and 
a large amount of historical matter. Some 
of their proceedings have been published in 
newspapers and the semi-centennial pro- 
ceedings of June, 1857, in pamphlet form. 
The history of the county has been published 
by General L. V, Bierce, of Akron, 1 vol., 12 
mo., pp 157; and the history of Tallmadge, 
by Colonel Cnarles Whittlesey, 1842. 

Trumbull County— None (1874.) 

Tuscai*awas county— None (Oct. 23, 1873.) 

Union county— None (Dec, 13, 1878), but 
says my informant, the Rev. W. G. March, 
of Marysvi le, — **much needed." 

Van Vert County— none 28th October, 
1873. One was attempted 4th July, 1872, 
but the organization was not completed. It 
is contemplated to form one. 

Vinton County^none (December 17th, 78 ) 



Wtrren Cmmty-Hoone (t>eo0mber ISiiky 
1878.) 

Washington County— Marietta. —The Ma- 
rietta Historical Aspociation was formed 24th 
November, 1841, "expecting,'' says Hon. I>. 
E. Lete in his address before referred to, * *a 
hope to do its share in the preparation of 
Western History. " The officers according to 
to the Cincinnati report, were: 

President— Ephraim Cutler. 

Vice Pres dent— Arius Nye. 

Corresponding Secretary — Caleb EmmrsoA. 

Recording Secretary— Ar us S. Nye. 

Curators— William K. Putnamjohn Mills, 
A. T. Nye. 

It made colleetions embracing 150 toI 
umes, some volumes of old newspapers, and 
manuscripts. It was apparently expected 
to make some publications, but the society 
long ago disbanded, and its collections are 
scattered. 

**The Pioneer Association of Washington 
county, OLio,'* was organized 22d February, 
1869— Objects, social mtercourse, personal 
narratives, and any other information valu- 
able to the history of the county or State. 

At the annual meeting 7th April, 1874, 
the followine^cers were elected: 

President— Wm. R Putnam, (grandson of 
Gen. liufus Putnam.) 

Vice President— E. S. Mcintosh. 

Secretary— Wm. F. Curtis. 

Corresponding Secretaiy— A. T. Nye, with 
a treasurer and an executive committee. 

Waype county, Wooster — The Wooster 
Historical Soc^tty was organized at the 
Court House,in a citizens meeting Nov. 19tii, 
1875, and the following were elected: 

President — Constant Lake. 

Vice Preaident — .John McClellan. 

Treasurer— 8. R Bonewitz. 

Recording Secretary— Benjamin Eason. 

Correspondmg Secretary— Thomas Wood- 
land, with an executive committee and an 
historian, Benjamin Douglass. 

Its specific purpose is to collect aU suita- 
ble materia! for, and publish in a book form 
a complete history of the county. Its col- 
lections are, in February, 1874, about com- 
plete, and the manuscript is nearly ready for 
the publisher. 

Benjamin Eason (February 1874) the 
recording secretary, gives me the foregoing 
information. 

V\ illiams county— There was an old set- 
tlers association formed in i860 or 1861. The 
war coming on the association was droppwL 

Wood county— None. 

Wyandot county — None. 
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WAR OF 1812 CORRESPONDENCE-SELECTION NO. 8. 



GENERAL HULL TO CAPTAIN CAMPBELL. 

Sandwich, Upper Canada, ( 
July 16, 1813. i 

Sm: Immediately on tbe receipt of this 
letter you will march your company, viUi 
that of Captain Roland, to Detroit. When 
you arrive at the foot of the Rapids you will 
relieve the officer commanding the block- 
house there and his party, by placing one 
subaltern, two sergeants, two corporals and 
sixteen privates at that post, who will be 
supplied with provisions by the contractor's 
agent at the foot of the Kapids, and must 
report to me from time to tmie An equal 
proportion of this relief will be furnished 
from each of your companies, according to 
their strength. 

I am your ob*t serv't, 

W. Hull, B. Gen. 

Captain Campbell. 



CAPITULATION OP GENERAL HX7LL. 



or 



[From the papers of tbe late Col. Wm. Bayen, 
YouDgstown, Ohio.] 

This document has been often published, 
but to manv of the pref^ent generation it will 
be new. Those of that period who survive 
will, on reading it, brine back tbe memory 
of the anguish it cairied to every log cabin 
of the frontier. It caused a general storm 
of indignation against Hull throughout the 
United States. Subsequent evidence and a 
court of inquiry did not much improve the 
General's case, except to relieve him from 
the charge of treason. 



Headquabtebs at Detroit, Aug. 16,1812. 
general orders. 

It is with pain and anxietv that Brisradier 
General Hull announces to the Northwestern 
Army, that he has been compelled from a 
view of duty, to agree to the foUowing arti- 
cles of capitulation: 

Camp at Detroit, 16 Aug. 1812. 

Capitulation for the surrender of Fort De- 
troit, entered into between Maior-General 
Brock, commanding His Brittanick Majesty's 
forces on the one part, and Brigadier Gen- 
eral Hull, commanding the Northwestern 
Army of the United States on the other part. 

Art. 1. Fon Detroit with all the troops, 
regular as well as militia, will be immedi- 
ately delivered up to tbe British forces under 
command of Major-General Brock, and will 
be considered as prisoners of war with the 
exception of such of the militia of the Mich- 
igan Temtory, who have not joined the 
army. , 

Art. 2. All public stores, arms, and all 
public documents,including eveiy thing else 
of a public nature, will be immediately 
given up. • 

Art. 8. Private persons and property of 
every description will be respected. 

Art. 4. His exceUency, Brigadier* General 
Hull, having expressed a desire that a de- 
tachment fr^ the State of Ohio on its way 
to join the army, as well as one sent 
from Fort Detroit under the command of 
Colonel Mc Arthur, should be included in the 
above capitulation. It is accordingly agreed 
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to. It is to be understoixl that such part of 
the Ohio militia as have DOt joined the army 
will be permitted to return to their homes, 
on condition that they will not serve diirinir 
the war. Their arms, however, will be de- 
livered up, if belonging to the public. 

Art. 5. The garrison will march out at 
twelve o'clock this day, and the British 
forces will take immediate possession of the 
fort. J. M. Donald, 

Lieut. Col. Mil. A. D. C. 
J. B. G. Gregg, 

Maj. A. D. a 
Approved— W. Hull, Brig. Gen'l Com- 
manding the N. W. Army. 

James Miller, 
Lieut. Col. 5th U. 8. Lafantry. 

E. Brush, 
Col. 1st Reg. Michigan Militia. 
Approved— Isaac Brock, Major General. 
The aimy this day, at twelve o'clock will 
march out of the East Gate, where they will 
stack their arms, and will then be subject to 
the articles of capitulation. 

W. Hull, Brig. General. 

ELLJAH HANKS TO BPRHRAIM ROOT, SECRE- 
TARY OF THE LAND COMPANY, 

Dear Friend : I have a moment's opportu- 
nity to write a line to you to let you know 
something of our present situation in this 
country. You have been informed that our 
frontieVs are invaded by the British and In- 
dians, and that part of our militia are gone 
out to Hu**on in order to keep the savages 
fron approaching any nearer; and your son 
James was with our army A number of 
our men were on a scout and discov- 
ered a party of Indians; they did not discov- 
er our scout; who returned to our main 
body. A number, to the amount of one 
hundred, were sent immediately to attack 
the savages, but their number was too great; 
they killed and wounded the greatest part of 
our men. 

Among those that were killed was your 
sod;'" he, with a number more, ran into a 
small hut in order to have a better chance to 
attack their enemy, but the savages soon 
surrounded the hut and massacre^ the whole, 
which look place the 27th of September 
last. Th s may not be correct, but I received 
my information from the express last even- 
ing, which came direct from the army. 

Sir, it appears as if ii wastieiermined that 
our thin settlements should defend the 
whole of our western frontiers when the 
militia of the Eastern states can be at home 
in order to defend themselves, when there is 
no enemy perhaps within five jiundred miles 

*This is an error— James Root died recently at 
Hartford, Conn. He made a brave defense, out 
was not hurt. 



of them, except what are among themselves. 
It is very surprising to me to see how this 
war has been carried on. 

May the Lord deliver us from Burrs, 
Hulls, and savages. 

I must close for I expect the mail every 
moment. 

I expected to have seen you before this 
time but I wish to bear from you by letter. 

Sir, since the above I have had further 
information concerning the battle your son 
was in. Alchough the death of your son 
will strike the most tender cords of your 
heart, yet you may have this to say in your 
mournful hours that he fought manfully for 
his countrv; for when every man had left 
the ground that was able, except James, he 
was 6Pen to kill a number of the savages, 
for he was surrounded.. It was thought by 
those that made their escape that he killed 
more than twenty, for every jump he made, 
he killed an Indian with his bayonet. I be- 
lieve it to be a mistake that he got into a 
log hut. 

Two of my young men are out there and 
I do not know but they have shared the same 
fate. 

This country has been in a state of alarm 
ever since Hull sold his army In haste, 
Elltah Hanks. 

Madison, Geauga Co., O., Oct. 1, 1812. 

major GEORGE TOD TO GEN. MHiLER. 

This ])aper is apparently a copy, the ad- 
dress and the signature wanting. 

'•Recruiting Rendezvous, ) 
Zanesville, O., July, 29, 1812. ] 

Sir: — By my weekly report ending with 
the 20th inst and herewith transmitted, it 
may appear as if those names were all the 
officers in the district, engaged in the re- 
cruiting service. To explain this I beg leave 
to remark that in this district there are only 
officers for two companies of infantry, and 
one first lieutenant in the artillery. Lieu- 
tenant Samuel P. Booker, of Capt. Elliott's - 
company, has been recruiting under my im- 
mediate orders * * has Lieutenan!; Joseph 
H. Larwill and Lieutenant. Timothy E. Don- 
eison; the other Lieutenant and Ensign 
are recruitino: under their respective Capt's 
to whom they were ordered to report 
themselves. 

Some of the officers recruiting, have been 
more successful than others. To what cause 
to ascribe this different measure of success, 
I know not. Your orders of July 8ih have 
been received. The officers are all at their 
posts, and as far as day knowledge* extends 
are vigiant in the discharge of their duty. 

We hope shortly to be able to give you a 
better account of ourselves; " strict and 
constant attention is paid to drill service, and 
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our efforts are not without success, I have the 
vanity to believe that in point of discipline 
the troops here will match any witfiin your 
command. Two of the rooms in the bar- 
racks, (there are four in alO> I have caused 
to be fitted up with comfortable palliasses, 
each large enough for two men. 

Very early in the month of August correct 
and ample returns for the present month 
sha'l be made. 

The Governor of this State has had the 
goodness to leave me some arms for the 
Use of the soldiers, which have been depos- 
ited here for the use of the militia. It is 
not certain when these arms must be re- 
turned, and, as many of the men have become 
considerable proficients in sonas parts of the 
^*soliier's drill," permit me again, sir, to 
* * at the propriety of having a few arms 
at * * furnished us. 

In my account for contmgent expenses it 
may be that powder was purchased for a 
salute, &c. The reasons which led me to 
incur that expense, were the * * leaving. 
Governor Meigs gave me notice that he 
would be in town in a few hours, that war 

had been declared. R suggested the 

propriety of firing a few guns. 1 thought 
the occasion demanded a snlate and of coul'se 
ordered it to be given. I mention these 
things that my motives in incurring that ex- 
pense to the U. 8. may be understood. 

Report says that a part of General Huirs 
army has had a brush with an 
enemy in Canada and repulsed them. 

CAPTAIN WILSON ELLIOTT VO MAJOB TOD. 

PoBT Mbigs, Aug. 17, 1813. 

Major George Tod — Dear Sir: I received 
yours of the 15th inst., which to the best of 
my recollection is but your second since 
leaviner the place; however, I will not be 
positive; probably I might have received 
one during my indisposition, which I assure 
you was extremely violent. At a particular 
stage of the disease I was fully impressed 
with the opinion of Corporal Trim, that I 
should have gone henje, but my faithful 
Br. Tomey swore pretty much in the style 
of Uncle Toby, that I should appear 
before the walls of Maiden, the idea 
seemed to stimulate and invigorate the sys- 
tem; I continued to mend, and flatter my- 
self in a few weeks of having my health 
perfectly restored. 

A few days since the drill service was com- 
menced with considerable ambition, fearful 
that we should be surpassed by the new re- 
cruits at Seaeca, but, alas! scarcely one or- 
der is issued until there is another counter- 
manding it. I am informed that by to-day's 
mail orders have been received from Gen- 
eral Harrison to circumscribe the Port 



so as to be large enough to con- 
tain about three or four hundred men, conse- 
quently every man not mounting guard will 
be on fatigue, until the whole is completed, 
when I presume we shall bid adieu to Port 
Meigs, a period anxiously looked for by 
every officer and soldier m the garrison. 
What in the name of God is the matter with 
our distrijt paymaster? The troops are 
complaining loudly for their pay. 

I feel anxious to visit Warren previous to 
our setting out for Maiden. I have business 
of importance that ought to be adjusted; 
but I am fearful I shall be unab'e to accom- 
plish the object of obtaining a furlough, only 
for three weeks. If you have any weight 
vith General Harrison I woul.i feel myself 
under peculiar ob igation would you interest 
yourself for me. You can mention my con- 
valescent state, and the fact is I shall not 
be fit for duty for that period. 

We have no news to communicate. Cap- 
tain Cushing is lying very il», and indeed I 
think his case very doubtful. 

I am sincerely yours, &c. , 

Wilson Elliott. 
Major Gbobge Tod, Camp Lower Seneca, 

Sandusky. 

MAJOB TOD TO GBNBBAL HABBISON. 

Sackbt's HABBOirB,Dec. 23d, 1813. 
V Dbab Sm: Whatever relates to the accom- 
modation of your troops 'at this station is 
progressing with as much rapidity as could 
have been looked for. In a few days officers 
and men will be comfortably situated in bar- 
racks; the detachments under my command 
are tolerably so now. 

I have delayed the drill until we can all be 
assembled in barrack quarters; then it 
shall be commenced in earnest and prose- 
cuted with diligence and zeal. Know- 
ing, sir, tliat I have a family, and that 
family has claims on a small portion 
of my personal attention, you cannot but 
feel sensible, that a short visit to them dur- 
ing the winter, on their part, is fervently 
hoped for, and on my part most earnestly 
desired. No consideration has supported 
them in my absence but my assurance that I 
should occasionallv cheer them by my pres- 
ence at their fireside. 

I entered the service of my country with 
the determination to continue in it so long 
as my services are felt beneficial, but when- 
ever from that service I can be 
spared, then the claims of my fam- 
ily become importunate, and pressing- 
ly so. I am not aware that my continuance 
here through the Winter can be deemed nec- 
essary. If it had been I should not have 
troubled you with this application. I feel 
no disposition to be excused from any nee- 
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and as long as I may form a 
unit in the anny, I never wish to be. 

Should it comport, General, with your 
Tiews of military propriety, that I might 
leave this on a visit to **wife, children and 
friends" immediately after my month- 
ly returns for January next shall 
have been forwarded or* sooner, I here 
very respectfully request of you a furlough. 
I wish that my return to duty should antici- 
pate Spring operations. 

Colonel MiUer left this for Washington the 
19th inst.^and has given us reason to l»ok 
for his rejCining his command in February 
next — ^between my departure, therefore, apd 
his return not much time can mtervene. 

If granting my request promises to injure 
me in my character as a soldier, I beg, sir. 



youwi 1 deny me. To a continuance here, 
should preier beinff ordered to the New 
Enffland States, on the recruiting serv ce^for 
the winter; and would most cheerfully 
enter on that command, because there is 
some prospect of rendenng essential service 
to our army. 

Have written to my friend Oreighton, in 
Congress from Ohio, on that subject. Sbould 
the plan suggested to him meet witli too 
little patronage m Washington for its suc- 
cess. It would be gratifying to my feeUogs 
to be permitted to peiform my proposed 
visit. Let me hope.sir,to receive an answer. 

I am,my D'r G^n*l, most respectful y your 
&iend and ob't serv't, Geobgs Tod» 

Major 19th Inft'y. 

Maj'r Qen'l Wh. Habbison. 
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IhMiditltM of Brady, tlit Iniltai Hanter— Letter of General L. Y. Bieree to Jadge Joha Barr- 
Letter of Hob. F. Wadsworth to Setb Day, Esq. 



Captain Brady's escape from the Indians 
during the war of the Revolution, by jump- 
ing the Cuyahoga river at Kent, is a feat 
well chronicled in border history. Those 
who examine the place at this time declare 
it to be impossible, and place the accounts of 
it among the excusable tictions of the Indian 
wars. Such persons should take into con- 
sideration the changes that have been 
wrought by bridges and mill-dams, and by 
the construction of the Pennsylvania and 
Ohio Canal, since the days of Brady. In 
its natural state the river ran for about a 
mile in what was an impassable gulf, even 
in low water. Prom a point below the cot- 
ton mill, nearly up to the old glass works of 
1826, or the upper village, it rushed through a 
straight, narrow channel, with natural walls 
of rock twenty to thirty feet high, fringed 
with overhanging trees. In many places the 
breadth was not much greater than the 
depth. When the river was in a flood the 
water was very deep, coursing swiftly 
through the dark chasm, with resistless pow- 
er, made more sombre by its chocolate color. 
This chasm was produced by the wearing 
action of the water upon the rocks during 
incomprehensible periods of time. In the 
lower part of the present village, there must 
have been in the early ages a cataract twenty 
or thirty feet high over the edge of the con- 
glomerate. Particle by particle it has been 
carried away, the channel recedmg up 
stream, until it let oflE the water from a nat- 
ural basin above the old village, through a 
cut merely wide enough for the discharge of 
a full river. A shoit distance above the 
present bridge at Main street, there was left 
standing a natural column of rock in the 
middle of the channel, with a dwarf pine 



on the top, known as the "Standing Stone." 
It was nearly round, its surface nearly on 
the level with the banks, and not quite as 
large aruund as a hay-stack. The waters 
surging by it, slowly wore away its base; 
but it was still strong and firm when the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal was construct- 
ed. The engineers made slack water of this 
portion of the gorge, by means of a dam and 
locks. They demolished the "Standing 
Stone," and cut down the craggy edges of 
the east bank for a tow pa- h. This accounts 
for the apparent impossibility of a man 
jumping the Cuyahoga at this point. 

In the earliest history, this place, the 
"Standing Stone," a name suggested by the 
natural monument whicli I have described, 
was well known as the crossing place of an 
ancient Indian trail, leading from the Ohio 
river at the mouth of Beaver, up that stream 
and up the Mahoning river, ov^r the Sum- 
mit, a short distance south of Ravenna, 
down the Breakneck creett, to a ford over a 
ripple in the upper village. From there the 
Indian road had two main branches. One 
led north, directly to the Cuyahoga, at the 
mouth of Tinker^s Creek; the other contin- 
ued through Stow near the centre, past 
Cuyahoga Falls, to the "Old Portage," three 
roiJes north of Akron. Here the great trail, 
or "carrying place," from the Tuscarawas 
came ro the Cuyahoga river from the south, 
and from thence there was free navigation 
for canoes to the lake at Cleveland. These 
were well beaten parhs used by Indians and 
traders, on foot and with ponies, visiole long 
after the settlement of the country in places, 
where th^ forest had not been cut away. The 
first road from the western part of Portage 
county to Ravenna, crossed at the upper 
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ford, Dear where the red man had his cross- 
iDg; but eventually a more direct route be- 
came necessary, and a bridji^e was built near 
the spot of **Brady*s leap," because here it 
was most narrow. Before the bridire there 
was a crossing for foot passengers, on a tree 
felled across the cbasm. On the eastern 
bank, the shelvint; rock just above the bridere 
had fallen, forming a pile of rough stones 
with bushes growing out of the crevices. 
The stringers of the first bridge were said 
to be tweney-seven feet long. 

With these explanations, the impossibility 
of the leap is wLoUy removed. A stout 
man, stimulated by an unlifted tomahawk 
in the hands of a sava^, or the still more 
horrid expectation of death torture by fire, 
would quickly take the risk. He is reputed 
to have sprung from the edge of the west 
bank, twenty-five feet above the water, and 
descending as he went, to have landed on 
the broken stones on the east side near the 
water level. By the help of bushes and 
roots he scrambled out of the gorge and 
reached **Brady Lake," before his red foes 
overtook him. 

The Utters of Gen. Bierce and Mr. Wads- 
worth explain the principal mcidents of 
this, the most exciting foot race yet chron- 
icled in Northern Ohio. " c. w. 

GENERAL BIERCE'S LETTER. 
Jttdf(«B&rr, CleyelAnd: 

The numerous traditions respecting 
"Brady's Leap" across the Cuyahoga river, 
and maLy other **hair breadth escapes" and 
adventures of that old frontiersman grow 
more and more vague and conflicting, with 
lapse of time. 

Even those which have been published at 
various times in the newspapers and else- 
where, do not agree with each other, nor 
witn the most reliable oral tradition. The 
following:, the origin of which is explained, 
has been kindly furnished me by F. Wads- 
worth, Esq. It is unnecessary to say that 
Mr. Wadsworth has faithfully given what he 
learned by his own investigation, and it 
seems probable, that his sources of informa- 
tion are as worthy of confidence as any that 
have been accessible since the death of the 
actor himself. Mr. Day, to whom the letter 
is addressed, settled in Ohio, I believe, in 
1800; Mr. Wadsworth in 1802. Yours, re- 
spectfully, L. V. BlERCE. 

MR. WADSWORTH'S LETTER. 

Akron, Feb. 26. 1866. 
8eth Day, Esq. : 

My Dear Sir— During the two very 
pleasant days we spent together last week in 
gomgtoand from llttsburg, among other 
topics of conversation, was the first settle- 
ment of Ohio; for both you and myself were 
residents of Ohio whilst it was yet a part of 



the Northwestern Territory. AmoDgst oth- 
er things, you said you had been applied to 
by some gentleman, (from Philadelphia, per- 
haps,) that he had once called on you at Ra- 
venna, to iret, if possible, some history of 
Brady's expedition into the Lidian country, 
particularly his much talked of leap across 
the Cuyahoga river. You said that on inqui- 
ry amom^st the oldest settlers in Franklin 
township, in your county, where the leap 
was said to have been made, jou could learn 
nothing satisfactory about it. 1 promised 
you on my return home 1 would relate to 
you ail that 1 knew or had heard upon the 
subject, and now I sit down to do it. I will 
certainly relate to you nothing but what I 
have heard, and nothing but what from cir- 
cumstances which took place, I believe to be 
substantially correct. Do with this commu- 
nication what you please. If you think it 
of sufiBcient interest to send it to tho gentle- 
man who applied to you torinformation,you 
will of course do so. If not destroy it, for 
I have received ample remuneration for the 
few hours I devoted to the subject, by its 
bringing fresh to my recollection circum 
stances which had transpired more than half 
a century ago. 

1 find there is some little confusion in my 
recollection of the cause given me for Bra- 
dy's deadly hostility to the Indians; but in 
substance what I give you is correct. Per- 
mit me to say that this is the first time I ever 
thought of placing these transactions on pa- 
per. 

In the year 1802 I went to Pittsburg and 
resided there three or tour years. Brady (i 
believe his christian name was Samuel) died 
a number of years before (s>x or eight years, 
if I am not mistaken,) but from h«s very no- 
ted character as an Indian hunter, he was 
much talked about, and I soon became very 
much interested in his history, and became 
acquainted with a man bv the name of John 
Sumerall, who had for a long time resided in 
Pittsburg. He was an intelligent, observing 
man, and had been an intimate friend of Bra- 
dy. He described Brady as not being uncom- 
monly large, but as a powerful strong man; 
kind hearted, but an uncompromising and 
deadly enemy to the Indians. He gave this 
in substance, as the reason for Brady's un- 
dying hostility to the whole Indian race. 
When Brady was quite a youth he lived ' 
with some of his father's connections, an un- 
cle perhaps, somewhere m Pennsylvania. 
The Indians made an incursion on the settle- 
ment and killed almost the whole of the 
families where he resided. He escaped by 
some means, and then swore eternal enmity 
to the whole Indian race. During his whole 
after life he never forgot his oath. I believe 
none of the family were taken prisoners ex- 
cepting a boy, who had been taken whei 
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quite an infant into the family and adopted 
as a son. His Dame was Himon Girty, and 
as he was not found with the others that 
were killed, he was supposed to have been 
carried oft by the Indians, which afterwards 
proved to be correct. 

I have listened with intense interest to 
SumeralFs relations of the incidents attend- 
ing on Brady's excursions into the Indian 
country, and of his desperate and deadly 
fiffhts with the Indians. When there was 
open war between the whites and the Indi- 
ans, Brady would sometimes bring in Indian 
prisoners, but in times of peace he al- 
ways killed them. He was arrested and tried 
two or three times in Western Pennsyl \rania 
for Killmg Indians ir times of peace, and al- 
though the proof was positive against him, 
he was al^vays permitted to escape without 
severe punishment. 

Sumerall ajave me the history of a 
nuuiber of fights which Brady had 
with the Indians, on what is now called 
Brady'b Run and Brady Hill, in the west- 
ern part of Pennsylvania, m Beaver county. 
But from ^ the length of time which has 
elapsed, I cannot call the circumstances 
with sufficient distinctness to my recollec- 
tion to relate them. He also related to me 
ihe circumstances attending a number of 
fights he had, in what is now Portage coun- 
ty, Ohio. There is a small lake in the town- 
ship of Franklin, Portage county, O., which 
still retains the name of Brady's Lake. 
Sumerall gave me many of the particular 
transactions of a battle Brady had with the 
Indians immediately on the south side of 
that lake. He had collected a force of some 
twenty men to go with him on an expedition 
against the Indians ii- the Sandusky country. 
He appears not to have proceeded on this 
expedition with his usual caution and se- 
cresy, for the Indians by some means ob- 
tained information of his movements, and, 
with a much superior force, waylaid him at 
Brady's Lake, and cut off his almost entire 
force. If I mistake not, Sumerall informed 
me that the whole party were killed, with 
the exception of Brady and one other per- 
son. 

A number of years after I lett Pittsburg, I 
went to reside at Ravenna, Portage county, 
Ohio, and with a number of others, I went 
and examined at Brady's Lake, for the place 
where the action had oeen fought, and found 
the place to be precisely where Sumerall had 
described ii to be, immediately on the south 
sloe of the lake. * By scraping the leaves and 
loose earth ^way, w<} found many human 
bones scattered over an acre or two of 
ground. We took to Ravenna a number of 
skull boues, as well as many other human 
bones. A basket hilted sword was found; 



the blade had rusted off, so that it was only 
six or eight inches long. I left the sword 
with Jonathan Sloane, Esq., at Kaveana, 
with a promise that it should be kept safe. 
A few years afterwards, on inquiring of Mr. 
Sloane, the sword cou'a not be found. 

I did suppose ) ou were with us when we 
made the examination, but you inform me 
you was not. You recollect seeing the 
swurd at Mr, Sloane's. 

The lake was named partly from this 
fight, and from Brady's having at another 
time secreted himself trom the Indians in it. 
I will give you the history of this transac- 
tion as related to me by SumeraU. I cannot 
pretend to give the dates, although in every 
transaction related to me by Sumerall, he 
gave the year in whicn they took place. 

Brady started from Pittsburg or its neigh- 
borhooa with a small force with him, not 
more than three or four. He preferred al- 
ways to go alone, or to have but one or two 
with him, although at times he was per- 
suaded to have a much larger force. He 
started on a scout toward the Sandusky vil- 
lages, and had arrived in their neighbor- 
hood, when he was discovered by a party 
of ten or twelve Indians, and after a sharp 
fight he was taken prisoner. Those that 
were with him were killed, and five or six 
of the Indians. Brady was taken to the 
Sandusky villages; and as he was, and had 
been for years, the most noted and feared 
white man, there was great rejoicing 
amongst the Indians at the capture of Bra- 
dy, and great preparations and parade were 
made for torturing him. Runners were 
sent to all the neighboring Indians, with the 
news that Brady was a prisoner and every 
Indian that got the news was there on the 
dav set for'' his execution. A very large 
body of Indians, old and jroung, were col- 
lected together. Brady said that when he 
was first taken to Sandusky, there was some- 
thing in one of the chiefs which struck him 
very forcibly. He soon became satisfied 
that he bad somewhere seen him before. 
And after close observation and examina- 
tion, he became satisfied that this person 
was Simon Girty, the boy who was brought 
up with him as a brother. He took the first 
opportunity he could get, to say to him that 
he knew him as Simon Girty. He told him 
who he was, and related transactions that 
took place when they were boys, that he could 
not possibly have forgotten for some time. 
Girty refused to know him, or even to un- 
derstand a word of English ; but at last he 
owned himself as Simon Girty. He was at 
this time a noted chief amongst the Indians, 
and was noted as being the most savage 
amongst the savages. Another tradition of 
Girty, was that Brady and he were young 
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together, and intimate acquaintances and 
associations; that Girty was at one time a 
leader in th*^ excurs ons against the Indians, 
but for some reason he left tbe whiles, 
joined with and became a celebraied and 
savaee chief amonirst the Indians. Brady 
plead wirh Girty at first to assist him to es- 
cape: that he could do it without the fear of 
detection; that from their early associations 
and fr endship he was bound to do it. He 
used and urged by ever^ reason and argu- 
mcnt he cou'd think of to induce 
him to do so, but without elfect. 
Girty would have but little 
conversation with him, and refused lo assist 
him in the least. As the time for Brady's 
execution drew nigh he begged of Girty to 
furnish him with the means' to take his own 
life, and escape the tortures preparing for 
him, but a 1 without effect. The time for 
his execution arrived; the fires were ligdted, 
and the excitement among the Indians be- 
came intense. Their pow-wows had com- 
menced, and the circ'e around nim was 
drawing closer, and he began sensib y to feel 
the effects of the fire. The withes which 
confined his arms and legs were getting loose 
by the effects of the fire, and he soon found 
he could at any time free himself from them. 
He watched his opportunity, when in the 
excitement of the scene, a fine looking 
squaw, a squaw of one of the chiefs, ven- 
tured a little too near him for her own safe- 
ty, and entirely within his reach. He, by 
one powerful exertion, cleared himself from 
eveiything by which he had been confined, 
caught the squaw by the head and shoulders 
and threw her on the top of the buminsr pile, 
aod in the ^confusion that followed made his 
escape. And Brady said when he was twen- 
ty rods ahead he bad no fcarn fot the result. 
He felt the bad effects of having been confined 
for a number cf days, but as he said, not 
knowins: what might happen, he had used 
every means in his power to keep his b)ood 
in circulation during his confinement. Du- 
ring the excitement of getting the squaw 
out of the fire, Brady was enabled to get a 
considerable distance ahead. The Inliins, 
however, were soon in hot pursuit after him, 
and a number of times came vtry near catch- 
ing him, before Ue arrived at the Cuyahoga 
river, a distance of more than one hundred 
miles from the Sandusky vi lages. When 
he arrived near the Cuyahoga river, in 
Franklin, Portage county, Oh'o, (now Kent,) 
he found the Indians were getting very 
near to him. He had intended t ) have 
crossed the Cuyahoga at a very noled place, 
known as the Standing Stone, on the Ind an 
trail from Sandunky to the Salt . prings, a 
few miles south of Warren, in Trumbull 
county, Ohio. The standing Stone is about 



a mile above the present village of Franklin, 
but he found the Indiaqs would head him, 
and get there before he could. He then 
steeied his course down the rivtr, intendiDg 
to cross It below the present village of Frank- 
lin, where the bed of the river was wideband 
the water sha low, but soon found his pur- 
suers had headed him there, too; and ibej 
were alreadv on the bank of the river both 
above and below him, and wbfn 
he got to the river, he found himself at the 
narrow gorge, in the now village of iiTank- 
Im, and the Indians close on his tia^k be- 
hind him. He had not a moment to spare, 
and, as it was life or death with him, he made 
the famous Brady's leap across the Cuya- 
hoga river. The river, as you well know, at 
that place is, or was, very narrow. It used 
to be for some cistarce, from twenty-five to 
forty feet wide It is, I should suspose, 
from the surface of the rock to the water, 
some twenty feet; and the water is, I have 
been told, from twentjr to thirty feet deep. 

Many years ago, being in that neighbor- 
hood, I went with a man who lived in 
Franklin, by the name of Haymakei, to ex- 
amine and satisfy myself, if I co*id, where 
Brady had jumped 'across the Cuyaho^ra. 
Mr. Haymaker was formerly from the 
neighborhood of Pittttburg. He had been 
personally acquainted with Brady, and had 
heard him tell the story, which agreed well 
with what Sumerall had told me. We 
measured the river where we supposed the 
leap was made, and foand it between twen- 
ty-four and twenty -six feet; my present im- 
pression is that it was a few inches less than 
than twenty-five feet. Theie were bushes 
and evergreens growing out of the 
fissures in the reck on each side of 
the stream. He jumped from the west to 
east side; the banks on each side of the 
steam were nearly ot the same height, the 
flat rock on the west side descending a very 
little from the west to the east. He caught 
the bushes on the bank and fell some three 
or four or five feet before he recovered, and 
got out; by this time the Indians were wiihin 
a few rods of the river, and wnen they saw 
him on the opposite bank of tlie river they 
set up a terrib e yell; but none of them at- 
tempted to follow in jumping the river. 
Three or four of the ladians fired at him, 
and wounded him slightly in the leg. Very 
soon Brady found that the Indians had 
crossed the river at the Standing Stone, in 
hot pursuit; and when he arrived at the 
small lake (Brady*s Lake), aboui a mile east 
of the Cuyahoffa river, he found the Indians 
were gaiiiing on him, and as the wound in 
his leg was troubling him a tittle, he must 
either secrete himself in the lake or be again 
taken prisoner. He went into the lake, and 
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secreted himself ander water, aipongat the 
lily pads, or pond hlies. He found a hol- 
low weed which he could hreathe through, 
with his head under the waier. This was in 
the fore part of the day, and he remained in 
the lake until the next morning. He heard 
the Indians about the lake aU day and until 
late at night. 

The Indians followed him no farther, but 
said afterwards tliat they had no doubt 
but when they shot at him across the river, 
they had mortally wounded him, and that 
he bad gone into the lake and sunk, as they 
had tracked him into the lake but could 
find no tracks out. 

In the fall of the year 1805, I went from 
Pittsburg to Kentucky. Mr. Sumerall, the 
man referred to above, was going to Cin- 
cinnati witb some boats, and I embraced the 
f ivorable opportuniiy of going with him. 
We were eight or ten days in going from 
Pittsburg to Limestone, or Maysvil e, in 
Kentucky, where I left him. It was during 
this trio that I heard from him the history 
of B.ady'sexploits,more in detail than I had 
ever heard before. A vciy short distance 
below Wheehng, Virginia, Mr. Sumerall 
pointed to the remains of a log cabin., on the 
Ohio 8id<3 of the river, the roof had fallen 
in but the body of the cabin was still stand- 
ing. He said that in the last Indian war 
Brady brought to that house Ave Indian 
prisoiiers. Brady when he started on the 
expedition to d his friends at Wheeling that 
he was on an Indian expedition, and should 
bring in prisoners instead of scalps. He 
was gon^ from Wheeling some two or three 
weeks, and returned with five prisoners; an 
Indian p.nd his squaw, a boy eight or ten 
years old, a girl five or six, and a papoose. 
Sumera'l gave a long and very circumstan- 
tial history of this expemtion, which I cannot 
pretend to do. Bradv would suffer no one 
to go with him. Sumerall pointed the 
direction Brady went, a little north of west 
from Wheeling. He went to two Indian 
villages repreeented as being situated on 
the west and northwest side of an alder 
swamp. He arrived there in the nigt t and 
secreted himself in the swampland remained 
there the whole of the next day. He saw 
where the family of five, mentioned above* 
in the evening went into a cabin which was 
a small distance from the other cabins in the 
village. In the night when all was still 
about twelve or one o'clock, he went to the 
cabin, broke open the door, and told them 
he was Brady ; that if they made the least 
noise he would ki"l every one of then. The 
Indians knew enough of Brady, lo know 
that he would do as he said. He told them 
if they would go peaceably he would take 
them without injury to Wheel.ng. He 



pinioned the Indian and squaw safely; made 
the squaw carry the papoose, and drove 
them lU before him. Brady traveled with 
his prisoners only in the 'night. He had 
selected his places to stay during the day, 
some fifteen or twenty miles apart. He was 
pursued as he expected to be. He had 
selected his places to stay during the day, at 
places he could reach by traveling either up 
or down in a stream of water, a mile or two, 
so that his pursuers could not possibly track 
him. Sumera'l described the location of the 
villages, the swamp in front of them; the 
location of the cabin from which Brady took 
his prisoners so accurately that five or six 
years afterwards I was traveling through the 
the Stale of Ohio, in going from Mansfield, 
in Richland county, to Wooster, in Wayne 
county, (there were no white inhabitants be- 
tween Mansfield and Wooster,) and I had 
not until then heard of the Indian villages of 
Green and Jeiomes Towns; yet when I came 
to those villages, SumeralFs descr.ption of 
them was so correct that I knew them at 
once, and I cou'd not have given a more 
correct description of them than I had re- 
cei\ed secondhand from Brad> five or six 
years before. 

Brady, as I had before stated, had a num- 
ber of fights with the Indians on Brady*s 
Hill and Brady's Run, in Western Pennsyl- 
vania. I cannot recollect any of them with 
eufflcient distinctness to pretend to i elate 
them. I, however, recollect the conclusion 
of one of them, which, as far as fighting 
was concerned, ended on Brady's Hill. He 
started from Pittsburg with three or four 
with him on an expedition towards the San- 
dusky villages, billed a number of Indians; 
but on their way back were overtaken bv the 
Indians all killed or taken prisoners with the 
exception of Brady. He succeeded in get- 
ting back as far as Brady's Hill, not wound- 
ed, but almost dead with fatigue. Sometime 
before he arrived there he had discovered by 
soine means that the Indians were stilt in 
pursuit of him. He was so much fatigued 
that he knew well if he could not by some 
means get the advantage of his pursuers he 
must oe overtaken by them before he could 
get back to the settlement. And ke fell on 
a plan which proved successful. He se- 
lected his place, a tree blown down, of 
sufficient height to sit comfortably upon. 
He went carefully back in his tracks for, 
say, half a mile, then turned about and 
again went in his old tracks to the fallen 
tree, maKing his tracks quite plain. H^e then 
selected his place for concealment within a 
good rifle shot distance from the faUen tree, 
being very careful to make no marks from 
it to his place of concealment. He said that 
he expected when the Indians arrived at the 
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eod of his tracks, they would stop tor con- 
saltation, and would seat themselyes on the 
fallen tree, which prov«*d to be coirect. Af- 
ter he had been secreted two or three houife, 
three Indians came up in hot pursuit. They 
closely examined for the continuation of his 
tracks, but not finding them they seated 
themselves on the fallen tree, as he had ex- 
pected they would. He had selected his 
place for concea'ment, so that he could rake 
the body of the tree with his rifle, which he 
did most effectually. The whole three fell 
when he fired; one was shot ;^dead, and the 
other two severely wounded. He clubbed 
his rifie, knocked one in the head, and tom- 
ahawked the other, took the three scalps, 
and then proceeded slowly but safely to 
Pittsburg. 

The present generation cannot probably 
realize the satisfaction and real enjoyment 
that many of the old pioneers and hunters 
(of what used to be called the "Western 
country) took in huntmg and killing Indians, 
in the early settlement of this country. I 
became well acquainted with many of them, 
ano particularly so with Adam Poe, who 
was quite noted for his fight with, and kill- 
ing the celebrated Indian chief Big Foot. I 
have often heard him relats the circum- 



stances attending that transaction, or figrbt; 
the pursuit of the Indians, his overtaking 
Big Foot on the banks of the Ohio river, ana 
his finally killing him in the river. He 
appeared to regret, more than for any other 
thing that took place, that Big Foot sunk 
before he could take off his scalp. He 
has often showed me the scars of the wounds 
he received, beirg shot entirely through the 
body. He was also severely wounded in 
other places, by the scalpins knife of Bi^ 
Foot. His relation to me of the transaction 
did not materially differ from the acount 
you have seen pub ished. Mr Poe was a 
very old man when I was firs* acquainted 
with him, but he would become very much 
excited and animated when relating his old 
hunting stories. I recollect well the last 
time I saw him, at the close of a long" eve 
ning^s conversation, when he had told me 
many of his old banting stories, he put his 
hand on my shoulder and said : ** Mr Wads- 
worth, no man ever took more satisfaction 
in hunting deer, bear, wolves, and buffalo 
than I have, but the greatest enjoyment I 
ever took in hunting was m hunting In- 
dians.'' Yours truly, 

Fbed'k Wadswobth. 
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EARLY SETTLEMENT OF TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO. 



BY THE LATE LEONARD CASE, OF CLEVELAND. 

The writer of the following notes on the history of Trumbull 
county, was, on the 10th of April, 1800, a lad thirteen years 
and nine months old. On that day, he left Pallowfield town- 
ship, Washington county, Pennsylvania, for the Western Reserve. 
Passed by land to Beavertown, detained there three days ; 
passed on crossed the territorial line south-east of Poland, 17th ; 
and arrived at Mahoning, near the afterward village of Warren, 
19th, 4 P. M. He believes on that day there were not more than 
20,000 inhabitants (exclusive of French settlements on the 
Mississippi, Detroit and Mackinaw,) on the old North-west 
Territory, notwithstanding the census of 1800 gives 45,065. 

The usual incidents attended the journey until crossing the 
south line, on 41° N. L. Prom there to Yellow Creek, in 
Poland, was a very muddy road called "The Swamp." In 
Poland, a settlement was begun. Judge Turkand Kirtland and 
family living on the east side,, and Jonathan Fowler and wife, 
a sister of the Judge, keeping a tavern on the west side. Prom 
thence our way was through woods to where was a family by the 
name of Stevens, who had been there three years or more. The 
wife's name was Hannah. With her, our family had been 
acquainted. She said she had been there three years, without 
seeing the face of a white woman. There our party and cattle 
stayed over night. Next morning, we passed up the west side of 
the river, (for want of means to cross it,) to James Hillman's, 
and then through woods, oq the old road made by the Connecticut 
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2 EABLY SETTLEBS. 

Land Company, to the Salt Spring. There were some settlers, 
Jos. McMahon among the rest, engaged in making salt. From 
there we passed (through woods,) to the cabin and clearing of 
Benjamin Dayison, on the north half of Lot No. 42, in Warren, 
town 4, range 4; then on one-quarter of a mile to a path 
that turned east to the Fusselman place, on the south half of Lot 
No. 35, and then to the residence of Bichard Storer, arriving 
there about 4 o'clock, P. M., on the 18th day of April, 1800. 

After our passage through woods and mud, the leeks on the 
Indian Field on Mahoning Bottom made a most beautiful 
appearance. 

SETTLERS. 

As near as the writer can recollect, the settlers then were, in 
and about Warren, 

Ephraim QaiNBY, William Crooks, 

Bichard Stobbr, JoisrATHAir Church, 

Pramtces Carltoi?, Joshua Church, 

William FEKTOisr, Edward Joistes. 

In Howland, 

John H. Adgatb. 
They camethere in 1799 and in the following winter. 
Their families were, 

Mrs. Quinby, Nancy, Samuel and Abrilla. 
Mrs. Storer, two sons and a daughter. 
John Carlton, William, Margaret and Peter. 
Mrs. Penton and two children. 
Mrs. Jones and one child. 

Mrs. Adgate, Sally, Belinda, Caroline, John H., Nancy, 
Charles, Ulysses, James and one or two 
more. 
Caleb Jones, wife and child. 
In May, 1801, George Lovelace settled on the north half of 
Lot No. 27, 

On and soon after the 18th of April, 1800, there arrived from 
Pennsylvania, 
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EARLY SETTLBBS — CONTINUED. 3 

Mesha-OH Case and Magdalen his wif«, Elizabeth, Leon- 
ard, (the writer of this,) Catharine, Mary 
Beuben and Sarah. 
Henry Lane, Sen. and wife, John, Asa, Benjamin, 

Catherine and Ann. 
Henry Lane, Jr., and his wife Elsie. 
Charles Dailey and wife, Jenny and several children. 
Isaac Dailey & wife Effie, and several children. 
John Dailey, wife and child. 
Soon after these, came, 

Benjamin Davison and wife, George, Liberty, Polly, 
Prndence, Ann, Samuel, William, Walter, 
James, Betsey and Benjamin 
to their cabin erected by the old gentleman in the fall of 1799. 
In June, 1800, there arrived, by the south route, 
John Leavitt, Esq. and family. 
Ebenezer Sheldon and family. 
Sheldon and family passed on to Aurora. 
Leavitt and family tarried in Warren, his family : 

Mrs. Silence Leavitt, Will'm, John, jr., Cynthia, Sally, 
Henry F., Abiah, Humphrey and some hired 
men, Elam & Eli Blair, (twin brothers.) ' 
About the same time there came 

Phineas Leffinqwell & wife. 
John H. Adgate and family were already on their farm in the 
south-west comer of Howland, (1600 acres, being 160 chains N. 
& S. and 100 chains wide,) and had commenced improvements 
in 1799. Besides the family before mentioned, they had with 
them some help and old Benoni Ockum, an Indian of the Stock- 
bridge tribe. They had resided there during the winter of 1799, 
1800. A pleasant family. 

In 1799, Benjaniin Davison, Esq. purchased the north half of 
Lots 41 & 42 Warren. The old gentleman had erected a cabin 
on the old road to Beavertown, on Lot 42, about 40 rods west 
from the present buildings. In May 1800, the family com- 
menced their labors for a crop.* 

'^'Wolves and bears committed depredations almost continually upon the cattle 
and hogs, and other smaller vermin upon the domestic fowls. The wolves would 
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PREACHING. 



In June, 1800, Hbnky Speebs, a preacher of the Baptist 
order, from our former neighborhood in Washington county. Pa., 
and an old acquaintance, visited the settlers at Warren. Short 
notice was given, and he preached a sermon in the forenoon in 
the shade of the trees along the road south of the Mahoning, 
about 60 rods from the house of Henry Lane, Sr. Perhaps 50 
persons assembled. They gave him a very respectful attention. 
This was the first sermon preached in Warren which has come 
to the knowledge of the writer. 

In the fall of 1800, Eev. Joseph Badger came, by order of the 
Missionary Society in Connecticut, and for some time preached 
to us occasionally in the private houses of the settlers. 

Either in the faU of 1801, or early in 1802, Rev. Thomas G- 
Jones, of the Baptist order, who resided on the Shenango east of 
Brookfield, was engaged for every other Sabbath at Warren. He 
it is believed, was the first preacher engaged regularly at Warren. 
He continued until after 1806. Among the members of his 
society were Isaac Dailey and wife, Samuel Burnett and wife and 
Will Jackman and wife. 

In the meantime, the Presbyterians were supplied with occa- 
sional preachers i however, besides the Rev. Mr. Badger, the 

approach even within two rods of the cabin, eeize a pig, run off with it and eat 
it, and as soon as the flociL became still again, would return again and seize 
another in like manner ; pursuing their depredations to such an extent as to ren- 
der it difficult to raise anything. The wolves woi Id- likewise seize and destroy 
the weaker cattle. In winter, when quite hungry, they were bold and would 
oome among the settlers' cabins. The writer recollects one night in February, 
1801, when the weather had been stormy— the wind then blowing a severe gale— 
when the wolves attacked the cattle on the Bottoms, on Lots 35 & 42 in Warren. 
The cattle gathered together in large numbers ; the oxen and stronger ones en- 
deavoring to defend the weaker ones. They ran, bellowing, from one place to 
another and the wolves, trying to seize their prey, howled fearfully. In the 
morning, it was evident, that the oxen had pitched at the wolves, burying their 
horns up to their sculls in the mud and earth. Several of the weaker cattle were 
found ba^ly bitten. 

The bears preyed more upon the larger hogs ; frequently carrying off alive some 
weighing as much as 150 pounds, though they preferred smaller ones. 

The foxes and other vermin so preyed upon the domestic fowls, that for some 
years it was difficult to keep any. That wolves prey upon sheep is usual wherever 
they exist in the same vicinity ; but they were so bad about Trumbull, in its early . 
settlement, that the settlers were unable to protect the sheep from the ravages 
of the wolves, for six pr seven years. 
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writer doea not recall their names. In about 1808, the Rev. Mr. 
Dawes was regularly engaged. Among the Presbyterians, were 
Benjamin Davison and Anna his wife, Thos. Pryor and Elizabeth 
his wife, Elsie Lane, Lane, and John Leavitt and wife. 

FOURTH OF JULY. 

In 1800 there was a 4th of July celebration at the place of Mr. 
Quinby. They were much at a loss for musical instruments. — 
Elam and Eli Blair, the twin young men who came with John 
Leavitt, Esq. — one a drummer and the other a fifer — surmounted 
the diflSculty. One found a large, strong, stem-elder and soon 
made a fife. The other cut down a hollow pepperidge tree and 
with only a hand-axe and jack plane made a drum-cylinder. With 
the skin of a fawn, killed for him by William Crooks, he made 
heads for the drum and for the cords used a pair of new plow- 
lines belonging to M. Case. They discoursed most patriotic 
music. Of course, all had guns. So, the usual amount of patri- 
otism was demonstrated in proper style by music and the burning 
of gunpowder. John Leavitt, Esq. played the militia captain. A 
good dinner was had in a bowery. Toasts were duly given and 
honored with the needful amount of stimulus. All went off 
merrily. 

Quite a number of the guests were from abroad, among whom 
were John Young, Calvin Austin and some others from Youngs- 
town ; Gen. Edward Paine and Judge Eliphalet Austin from 
the lake shore, and other gentlemen from other places. 

OLD MERRYMAN. 

When the first settlers came, they found in the land 



Merryman, a perfect patriarch of a hunter, of some 60 winters. 
He had for years been lord of the soil : his " right'' there was 
"none to dispute.'' But after the white men came— like the 
natives — there was no place for him. Whence he originally 
came, or whither he finally went, or how he was descended, the 
writer hath no knowledge. 
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FLOUB MILLS. 

The first grist-mill, for custom grinding, was on Mill creek 
in Boardman. It was started (as currently stated) in the last of 
Nov., 1799, and was the first mill erected on the Reserve, unless 
the mill erected by W. W. Williams at Newburg had priority.* 

It answered a tolerably good purpose for the people about War- 
ren,! u^til Henry Lane, jr., and Charles Dailey put their mill in 
operation in 1802. They commenced building their dam across 
the Mahoning in 1800; but. the winter flood destroyed their 
work. They then exerted themselves to have their mill going in 
1801, and the neighbors assisted, but they did not succeed until 
the Spring of 1802. 

* p. S. MabOh 29, 1882. Saw Allen Gaylord, Esq. of Newburg village, who says 
he came with David Hudson, Will Wheeler Williams, etc,, in the spring of the 
year 1800, removing with their families to the Reserve. He Joined them in the 
State of New Yorl^, at or near Ironduquolt, and came with them to Cleveland. 
Williams stopped at Cleveland. Gaylord went with Hudson to the township of 
Hudson. Gaylord was well acquainted with them in Connecticut. They were 
both out in 1799, when Hudson surveyed Hudson and Williams erected the mills 
on Mill creek, on Lot No. 464, front of now Newburg village. Williams had caused 
the mill to be started before leaving the Reserve with Hudson in the fall of 1799. 
They arrived in Con't. in November of 1799, and consequently the mill must hare 
been set agoing in October. The mill was in operation when Gaylord arrived in 
the spring of 1800. He has known it ever since. 

He was informed that Williams was furnished with the materials for building 
the mill, besides the donation of the lot of land No. 464. The deed of this lot 
was made by Trustees Conn. Land Co. April 4, 1804, to Samuel Huntington, Re- 
corded in Trum. Nov. 21, 1804, G. p. 45. This mill in Newburg must have been 
the first started. Mr. Gaylord says the rock where the stones were quarried he 
has seen, not long since, nearby. 

The writer has seen in the accounts of Directors of Conn. Land Co. viz. 
'^1800, April, advanced W. W. Williams to erect mill at Cleveland, 255.83 
23 pairs of shoes delivered W. W. Williams 2300" 

The 100 acre lot No. 464 deeded to S. Huntington, is said to have been part of the 
consideration for the mill, 

+ In February 1801, Benj'n. Davison, Esq. the father of the family on the north 
half of Lot 42, Warren, his son Samuel, a lad about 16 or 17, and Ebenezer Earle 
(brother of John Earle of Howland) a bachelor about 30, agreed to take a sled 
load of wheat and com to thie mill on Mill creek in Boardman. 

The sled had a new wood rack with two yoke of oxen. There was snow, but 
rather thin sledding. These three with the team started pretty early in the day 
for the mill, twelve miles distant. Soon after they started it grew warmer and 
began to thaw. It was after dark before they got their grain ground, but know- 
ing that the road (the road which the Connecticut Land Co. caused to be opened 
from Poland, by the Salt Springs, Warren and to PainesviUe) would soon break. 
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The stones were placed in a saw-mill, the bed-stone on the saw- 
ing platform. Spur-wheels were placed on the flutter-wheel of 
the saw-mill, one on the lower end of an upright shaft and 
geared together. The running stone was placed on the upper 
end of the shaft, and with a hoop and appurtenances, ground 
tolerably well ; but each customer had to bolt his own flour. 

It was said that the builder had a favorable contract for a piece 
of land, on the conditions that he should have a saw-mill and 
grist-mill running by the first of December, 1799. He found the 
time growing short and resorted to the above device in order to 
comply with the letter of his conditions. 

MEECHANTS. 

The first supply of merchandise which the writer recollects 
was under the control of James E. Caldwell who, with an 
assistant, about once in two weeks poled a canoe up the Mahon- 
ing — in 1801. When he came in sight of a settler he blew a 
horn, and those who wanted goods resorted to the canoe for a 
supply. 

Either in the fall of 1801, or early in 1802, George Lovelace 
opened a small shop in Warren, on the east side of Main street 
and some rods north of South street. 

About the same time, Boyle Erwin set up his nephew, Bobert 
Erwin, with a small assortment of goods in a building nearly 
opposite HoUiday's tavern-stand (lately Walter King^s place.)* 

and likewise the ioe over the Big Meander, they started for home In the night. 
They had not gone far before the ioe over the mud-holes began to give way. Old 
Mr. Davison went forward to pilot the boys along the muddy places, particu- 
larly where the brush and logs were turned out and piled up like winrows. He 
would frequently break through. Then he would call to the boys, " Turn out, 
boys, turn out I" '' a bad place here." When they came to the Meander it had 
risen so as to be above their sled beams. In order to save their load from the wet, 
they placed chains crosswise at the top of their rack, laid poles, crosswise with 
the chains, on them and piled their bags upon the poles. At a little more 
than half way across, the weight crushed down the rack. They and their load 
together found the water. It was up to their knees. However, they drove on. It 
was about four o'clock in the morning when we heard them half a mile off. Soon 
after, they reached my father's— the first house after leaving the Salt Springs— not 
much the wotbe, after they got dry. The water did not penetrate into the mea^ 
bags much. This was the first trip to mill by the two families of Case and Davi- 
son. Previous to that time the hand-mill had been brought into requisition. 

'^'August 1.— 1860, 1 saw a notice of the death of Boyle Erwin, near Pittsburgh, a 
few days since, aged 88 years. He closed Bobert's aifairs at Warren In 1807. 
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8 FIRST MAIL BOUTB. 

In 1820 or 1803, Zebina Weatherby and James Eeed started a 
rather larger store, (on the site lately occupied by Leicester 
King,) and for several years did a considerable business, selling 
merchandise and driving cattle.* 

MAILS. 

The first post route established to Warren was from Pittsburgh 
to Warren, upon application to the P. M. G., from Elijah Wads- 
worth, of Canfield, by letter of 30th April, 1801. It was not 
carried into effect before 24th October, ISOl.f 

General Wadsworth was well acquainted with Gideon Granger, 
the P. M. G., who (Mr. G.) had also a large interest on the Ee- 
serve. 

The appointment of Simon Perkins bears date October 24th, 
1801. Eleazar Gilson was first engaged as mail-carrier. Gilson 
probably carried a short time. 

The first mail delivered at Warren was October 30, 1801. It 
seems probable, however, that the mail carrying was not very 
regular until July, 1802. A letter post-marked at Chillicothe, 
January 19, 1802, from Hon. George Tod to Col. Samuel Hunt- 
ington, at Warren, has a note on it requesting Mr. Perkins to 
procure the letter to be forwarded to Col. Huntington. Major 
Perkins had a post-office at Youngstown February 10, 1802. 
Hon. George Tod says in a letter, of that date, to S. Huntington 
that a letter had lain in that office some time. Elisha Tracy 
also speaks of it May 15th, 1802. Thus it appears that strict 
regularity was wanting as late as May 15th, 1802. 

Mr. Gilson, soon after his contract to carry the mail, appointed 
Joseph Mclnrue as his deputy mail carrier. The writer saw 
Mclnrue on the route some two miles southerly from Warren, 

* Weatherbee died September 1811 or 'U3. Beed left for parts unknown in 1815. 

tTHB RouTB.— From Pittsburgh, on the south side of the Ohio river, to the 
mouth of the Beaver, say 27 miles ; over to Ft. Mcintosh, John Coulter, Post- 
master; back to the south side of the Ohio and to Georgetown, 12 miles, 
John Beaver, P. M. there ; direct to Canfield, on the Reserve, 27 miles, Capt. filijah 
Wadsworth, P. M. there ; then to Youngstown, 8 miles, Calvin Pease, P. M. there ; 
thence to Warren, 12 miles, to the termination of the route, Simon Perkins, P. M. 
there; and return once a week. 
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ORGAOTZATIOK OF OOTrnrriBS. 9 

with the mail matter tied up in his pocket-handkerchief along 
with the key for the Warren oflSce, and understood that he had 
delivered others on the route. The Warten key had attached to 
it a label of wood on which was the date of its first delivery at 
Warren — July, 1802 — plainly marked. This key was in the 
office of General Perkins in 1806 and several years after, wher- 
ever the office was kept, until 1816, when the writer left Warren. 
The General kept the office at his boarding house, the tavern of 
John Leavitt, Esq., and [follows copy,] with some aid until 
1804— a part of 1805 was kept by the Clerk of the Court, 
George Phelps, on the lot after owned by Leicester King. Then 
at the log office of the General, fall 1805—^1 1806. Early in 1807 
by George Parsons at the Calvin Austin place — and then on the 
Jackman lot, Liberty street — until the new court house was 
finished. Then by Samuel Quinby, for a time, and then, as the 
writer has been informed, by Samuel Chesney for several years. 

GOVEBNMENT. 

The history of the Western Eeserve of Connecticut is among 
the various items of evidence which go to show that a majority 
of the members of Congress believed that all the waste and 
western lands belonged to the United States, as a nation, after 
allowing to the chartered colonies a reasonable territory as occu- 
pied by each; and that Congress never did, nor would admit 
that the claiming colonies, had title to any more lands than had 
been occupied and used by each to a reasonable extent, until an 
actual adjustment took place. It was so with the Reserve. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
After the organization of the N. W. Territory in 1788, the 
Governor, St. Clair, included the Western Eeserve east of the 
Cuyahoga in Washington county, which was bounded : Beginning 
on the Pennsylvania line, at its crossing of the Ohio river and 
by it to Lake Erie; along the southern shore to the Cujahoga; 
up it to the Portage; to the Tuscarawas; down that stream to 
the crossing above Port Lawrence; then westerly to the Big 
Miami; south, etc.; to the beginning. (See III Chase, 2,096.) 

2 
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10 ORGANIZATION OF COUKTIBB. 

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 

In 1796, Wayne counjy,* Michigan, included west of the Cuy- 
ahoga, etc., to the head waters west of Lake Michigan, which 
drained the country into it; north— to Lakes Superior, Huron 
and Erie— and the territorial line. (Ill Ch., 2,096.) 

JBPPBR80N COUNTY. 

Established July 29, 1797, included all of the Reserve east of 
the Cuyahoga. (Ill Oh., 2,096.) 

TRUMBULL COUNTY. 

In the years 1799 and 1800, an arrangement took place between 
the United States and Connecticut and its purchasers of the 
Reserve, and deeds were passed May 30, 1800, whereby Connecti- 
cut ceded to the United states the political jurisdiction, and 
Congress confirmed to Connecticut the title of the land, for the 
benefit of its purchasers. This transaction first gave the assent 
of Congress to the title of Connecticut. 

*Howe, Id his book, page 618, makes a material mistake In relation to Wayne 
county, by oonnectinar the Wayne county established by Goyernor St. Olair, Au^r. 
15, 1796, with the present Wayne county in Ohio. The Wayne county established 
byGpvemorSt. Olair was bounded as stated by Howe; but all that part of it 
north of the north boundary of Ohio was cut off by organizing Ohio and remained 
Wayne county in Michigan. All the records, doings, archives, etc., remained in 
Wayne county, Michigan, in Detroit, and are there still— in I860- That part of the 
old Waime county remaining in Ohio, so much as was included in the Western 
Reserve, was included tn Trumbull county, established July 10, 1800. It is very 
uncertain what county or counties had Jurisdiction over the residue, until, undet 
the State authority, counties were erected covering it. The present county of 
Wayne is composed of part of the territory of the old county. It was established 
February 13, 1808, and embraced the land south of the Western Reserve, north of 
Wayne's Treaty, or U. 8. Military District lines, west <»f 10th range, east of 16th 
range ; was attached to Stark until organized March 10, 1812 The territory included 
In the first Wayne, out offby Ohio south and west of Western Reserve was disposed 
of after the State was organized. In March, 1803, the LegiOature erected : 

Columbiana CouNTT—And took from Jefferson county near the Muskingum 
—but little. 

MoNTOOMBBT COUNTY— Extending on the west and north to the lines of the 
State. 

Obbsnb Oountt— Bast of Montgomery, north to the State line, and east to a 
line near the Scioto and Sandusky. 

The land e&st of that remaining of the territory of the old Wayne county, east of 
about Sandusky river, to the west of the Reserve, and south of it as far as Tus- 
carawas, seems not to have been included in any county until 1820, excepting 
what was included in Richland, Wayne and Stark, south of the Reserve. (See 
Chase in from 2,098 to 2,106.) 
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On the 10th of Jtdy, 1800, Governor St Clair erected the 
whole of the Reserve into Trumbull county, bounded : South by 
41^ north latitude, and west 120 miles west from Pennsylvania ; 
north by latitude 42** 2', and east by Pennsylvania. (Ill Oh., 
2,097,) and forthwith appointed officers and organized it with 
the county seat at Warren. 

The first court was held August 25th, 1800, at 4 o'clock, P. M., 
between the corn-cribs of E. Quinby, on Main street, fronting 
the Brooks' House, just south of Liberty street. These cribs 
had regular clapboard cabin roofs — ^not as Lane says, covered 
with boards. 

After this the southeast towns became more thickly inhab- 
ited, and the inhabitants in that quarter wished the eounty seat 
removed to Youngstown. A hewn-log jail, which had been 
erected on the northwest part of the Square, was burned on the 
28th* of February, 1804, and thereupon exertions were seriously 
made to have the county seat removed to Youngstown. 

GEAUGA COUNTY 

Was set off December 31, 1805, including townsf No. 8, west to 
west of line of range No. 5 ; then south to the north line of 
town 5; then west to the Cuyahoga. Geauga was organized 
March 1, 1806. 

ASaTABULA AND PORTAGE COUNTIES 
Were erected February 10, 1808, and the towns No. 8 included in 
Ashtabula. (Ill Ch., 2,105.) The towns No. 8 were set back 
to Trumbull county on the 20th of February, 1809. (Ill Oh., 
2,110.) 

"TOWNS NUMBER EIGHT.'' 
The inhabitants of the townships No. 8, as far west as to in- 
clude the 5th range, complained that, during the struggle 
and contest about the county seat betweeen Warren and 

*The date of the burning of the log-Jail was found in a letter from Calvin Pease 
to Samuel Huntinfrton. 

tThese ** towns No. 8" were a bone of contention, and were several times set 
back and' forth to Trumbull and Ashtabula. Judge Solomon Oriswold said they 
had no privileges in either county, and were sued in all. 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 COKTBST FOB COUKTT SEAT. 

Youngstown, from 1804 to 1809, they had no privileges in either 
of the adjoining counties, and were sued in all of them. How- 
ever that might have been, the struggle was severe. 

The southeasterly part being the most densely inhabited, 
generally carried the election of a representative favorable to the 
Youngstown interest, until in 1809, as mentioned below. The 
Warren people were therefore compelled to appoint and support 
"lobby members'* to attend to their interests at Chillicothe, 
which was no little bill of expense, besides the vexation.* 

STRIFE FOB COUNTY SKAT. 

Until the year 1809 aliens were permitted to vote at elections. 
There were many such in the southeast part of Trumbull, and 
with their aid elections were carried. It was found after the 
election in 1809, that the representative and commissioner 
favorable to Youngstown were elected, but if the votes of aliens 
should be thrown out, the representative, Thomas G. Jones, and 
commissioner favorable to Warren would be elected. The elec- 
tion was contested. 

In the September previous, the writer, then a littie over 23 
years of age, had been elected a Justice of the Peace. His com- 
mission hardly dry, he and William Chidester, of Oanfield, were 
selected as the Justices to take the testimony ; the first day in 
Hubbard, next in Youngstown and last in Poland. The aliens 
were mostly Irishmen and were greatly excited ; 1st. because 
they considered the proceeding as striking at their liberties ; and 
2d, as a party measure. Daniel Shehy made a flaming speech at 
Hubbard an hour and a half long. The Justices had to force 
him to silence. 

Homer Hine was for the respondents ; 

J. S. Edwards for the contestants. 

Many of those summoned to give testimony refused to testify, 
until about to be arrested and sent to jail — ^then they agreed to 

*In the struffsrle about county seats B. Boot, John Kinsman and others wanted 
a county seat on the east line of the Beserre. Blias Tracy wanted it on the oor- 
ners of Morgan, Rome, Lenox and New Lyme, or all New I^rme, No. 9, 3d i 
his town. 
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C0KTE8T FOR COUNTY SEAT. 13 

and did give their testimony. About one hundred depositions 
were taken. 

The next day, in Youngstown, about the same course was at- 
tempted by the witnesses, but the Justices compelled the business 
to proceed, and took something more than another hundred de- 
positions. 

The next day after, at Poland, the same course was again 
attempted ; but the Justices put Shehy under keepers during the 
day and progressed with their business. They had a very bois- 
terous time of it. 

They took in all some four hundred depositions, which, upon 
trial turned the election in favor of Warren. 

A contract was soon after entered into for the building of a 
Court-House and Jail. This ended the contest about the county 
seat It was extremely bitter while it lasted — some five years — 
whole townships giving their vote on one side or the other with- 
out a dissenting vote. 
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REMINISCENCES OF BENJAMIN LANE. 



WAEREN IN 1799— THE PIBST SETTLERS. 

[■XTBAOT WBjOU A WARBBM IfBWSPAFKB.]— (DATV NOT KNOWN.) 

"For the lollowiug reminiscences of the first settlement in this 
county, we are indebted to Mr. Benjamin Lane, who still resides 
on the same spot which his father bought in the year 1799, and 
who lived in the first house built in this county — ^as bounded at 
present 

The first white man who purchased land in this township, for 
actual settlement, was the late Hon. Ephraim Quinby, (ISTote 1) 
who bought the land on both sides of the riyer, on which thi^ 
town now stands, and also the land still owned, and occupied by 
his son, Hon. Samuel Quinby. 

Mr. Quinby arrived here, early in the spring of 1 799, probably 
in the latter part of March, accompanied by Mr. William Penton 
and wife, and William Oarlton, and his sister Peggy Oarlton. — 
(Note 2.) 

The first house built in the township stood on the south side 
of the river, and on the east side of the road, just opposite Mr. 
Lane's present residence. 

This log-house was built by Mr. John Young, (the proprietor 
of Youngstown, Mahoning Co.) in the spring of the year 1798. 

He then owned the land where Youngstown now stands, but 
owned no land in this township, and he came here to raise com, 
there being about twenty acres of land (once owned by the late 
Judge Preeman) which had been cleared by the Indians, probably 
very many years before, as the stumps of trees had all rotted out 
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FIRST HOUSE. 15 

There were also some sixty acres on the south side of the river 
which had been cleared, part of which now belongs to the Fus- 
selman farm, and part to Mr. Benjamin Lane's home farm. 

Several other pieces of the Mahoning bottom land in this 
vicinity, between this place and the Salt Springs, had been cleared 
amounting in all, to several hundred acres. Mr. Young plaited 
some seventeen or eighteen acres of the land on this side of the 
river, in com, occupying the house afore-mentioned, until the 
crop was gathered, stored it in the house until snow fell in the 
winter, when he hauled it to Youngstown. 

Mr. Henry Lane purchased two hundred and fifteen acres, 
fifty-five acres of which, lay on the north side ©f the river, and 
now belongs to Mr. Charles Smith. The balance, one hundred 
and sixty acres on the south side of the river, belongs to Mr. 
Benjamin Lane, and upon which he has lived since the first 
purchase. 

The first house built within the corporate limits of Warren, 
and the second in the township, was built in the spring of 1799, 
by Hon. Ephraim Quinby, and stood upon the west side of Main 
street, on, or near where the post-office now stands. The next 
house built, was also bv Mr. Quinby, in the fall of 1799 ; and 
was on the corner of Main and South streets, near where the C. 
& M. B. R. Depot now stands. This was of logs, partially hewn. 
One room, about ten feet square, was used as a jail for several 
years. (Note 3.) 

The hewed log-house which still stands on the east side of the 
road, opposite Mr. Lane's house, was built in the summer of the 
year 1800, and adjoined the house first built. In April 1799, Mr. 
Henry Lane, accompanied by his son John, and Mr. Edward 
Jones, came ; Mr. Henry Lane purchased his land, then returned 
to Washington Co., Pa., his son John, and Mr. Jones remained 
here, and planted com, (about five acres,) on the bottom land 
which now forms a part of Mr. Benjamin Lane's home-farm. 

The corn land was not fenced in, because there were no ani- 
mals except deer, to disturb it, and they troubled it but little. 

In October of the same year, Mr. Henry Lane returned, and 
this time his son Benjamin came with him. 
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16 FIB8T WHITE CHILD. 

Mr. Liftue brought one hundred small apple trees, tied in two 
bundles, and strapped on the horse, Benjamiu Lane (then a boy 
of fourteen years) riding the horse, and sitting between the 
bundles of apple trees. These trees were immediately planted, 
and some of them are still living, thrifty bearing trees. 

About the 10th of December, Mr. Lane and his two sons 
returned to Pennsylvania, leaving Mr. Jones and his wife in 
the house. 

The next April, Mr. Lane returned with his family, consisting 
of his wife, the two sons before mentioned, and another (Asa) 
and two daughters, Catherine (now Mrs. John Tait, who still 
lives in Lordstown,) and Anne, who married Samuel Phillips, 
and died some eight years since, in Austiutowu, Mahoning Co. 
Mr. Asa Lane returned to Pennsylvania about the year 1820, 
and died there. 

Before the return of Mr. Lane, in the spring of 1800, Mr. 
Jones had built a house on the farm, now owned by Mr. Isaac 
Daily, on the west side of the river, and removed there with 
his wife. 

There was born of Mrs. Jones, in February, 1800, the first 
white child in this county. This was a girl, who married with 
William Dutchin, about the year 1820, and died some twenty 
years since. Mrs. Junes, the mother, is still living in Austin- 
town, Mahoning Co. (Note 4.) 

In the summer of the same year, 1799, Captain John Leavitt 
and Bbenezw King, (who with Ebenezer Sheldon, first bought 
this township from the Connecticut Land Company) came, and 
brought with them Mr. Wil'ra Crooks, with his wife. (Note 5.) 

Messrs King, and Leavitt returned to Connecticut in the fall 
Crooks and wife remaining. 

Before their return, they built a log-house, cleared some 
eighteen acres of land, and sowed it with wheat, on what is 
now called the Murburger farm, two miles west of this place. 

This wheat was the first I'aised in the county, our informant 
being one of the reapers ; in July 1800. 
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In June, 1800, Mr. Leayitt (called Esquire John) returned 
with his family, consisting ol his wife, four sons, and three 
daughters. 

All of these are now dead, except one of the sons, Hon. Hum- 
phrey Leayitt, of Steubenyille, 0. 

During the year 1800, about twenty families came in, and set- 
tled in this township ; built houses, and made clearings. One, 
Mr. John Adgate with his family, settled in Howland, where his 
grand-son, Mr. Adgate, now lives. Salt was yery scarce, yery 
diflBcult to get, and sold for $16 per bushel. At the Salt Springs, 
in Weathersfield, in July 1800, Joseph McMahon and two other 
men were engaged in making salt. 

The Indians were numerous in the yicinity at that time, and 
some fifteen or twenty of them who had been at Youngtown 
and purchased some whiskey, came to the Salt Springs with their 
squaws and pappooses, and had a drunken spree, in which 
McMahon and the two white men joined. In the course of the 
spree, they got into a row, and the Indians droye the white men 
off. 

The whites came to this place, and the next day returned, 
accompanied by eight or ten other men, among whom were Mr. 
Ephraim Quinby, Messrs. Benjamin, John, and Asa Lane, John 
Bently, Kichard Story, and Jonathan Church, and others armed 
with rifles. When they reached Salt Springs, they found the 
Indians encamped there. McMahon went up to the chief, whose 
name was Tuscarawa George, a man of immense size (who boast- 
ed that he had killed 112 white men,) and spoke to him in the 
Indian language. The Indian sprang to his feet, seized his tom- 
ahawk which stuck in a tree at his side, and struck at Mr, 
McMahon, who dodged the blow, at the same time presenting 
his rifle, flred and killed the Indian. 

At the same time, Story also flred, killing another Indian, 
called Spotted John ; the bullet passing through the body of 
John, breaking the arm of one pappoose, the leg of another, 
which was in the arms of a squaw, and just touching the neck 
of the squaw, and raising a blister. 
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18 N0TB8 BY MB. OASB. 

The. whites in this vicinity, were greatly alarmed, for fear the 
Indians would make reprisals, and for about two weeks, they b31 
barricaded themselves within Mr. Quinby's house every night, 
but they were not attacked. 

The day after the affray, Mr. McMahon was arrested, taken to 
Pittsburg, and confined in Jail for some weeks, until some time 
in August, when he was brought back to Youngstown, tried, and 
acquitted on the ground of self-defence. McMahoD immediately 
left this part of the country, with his iamily, and returned to his 
former home in Pennsylvania. 

Story left before he could be taken, and was not afterward ar- 
rested." (Note 6.) 



NOTES BY LEONARD CASE, Sen. 

On Benjamin Lane*s statements above quoted, in relation to matters that 
happened about the year 1800, made from memory only ; as he had never, 
taken notes in writing, they are of course subject to many allowances. He 
does not mean to contradict any other person, but merely to state matters as 
they remain in his recollection. His statements from hearsay, are generally 
from the relation of some one or more, who were present at the time stated. 



Note 1. Richard Storer was the neighbor of Ephndm Quinby, in Wash- 
ington CO. Pa. for several years before 1799. 

they came together to the Reserve in the fall of 1798, and purchased land. 
Quinby, the whole of lot 28 in Warren, and perhaps more ; Storer, the south 
hAlt of lot 35 (the Fusselman place.) In the Spring of 1799, they came to 
their respective places, bringing hands with them, and each commenced 
improvements, and putting in crops, corn, &c. 

In April, Storer erected his cabin where the Fusselman buildings are. 
Quinby had a small building on the bank iat the Mill-dam, a little way north- 
west from the residence of Judge Aostin. 

Will Fenton and mf e, &c. lived in it. He built the house part of the log 
house and Jail (Jeremiah Brooks occupied the same after 1807.) Adjoining 
the same, were the hewn logs of a houst*, raised and covered in 1799, and 
finished in the spring of 1800. John Shaffer, carpenter. 
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KILLING OF THIS INDIANS. 19 

Soon after April 1799, Henry Lane Sr., his son John, and step-son Ed- 
ward Jones, and Meshach Case went to view the country. Lane purchased 
their home farm ; and left his son John, with Jones, to raise com. 

On that farm, was the cabin spoken of in Lane's staten^ent. 

M. Case returned without purchasing then ; but he came out asfam hi 
August, and purchased the south half of lot 42, 198 acres ; cleared some 
two acres, and erected a cabin — nothing more than a shell and cover — and 
returned to his home in Washington Co. Pa., in the last days of September. 

Note 2. When Quihby returned in the spring of 1799, there came out 
with him the Carlton's, viz. : Francia the father ; sons, William, John and 
Peter, a boy ; and daughter Margaret. 

He purchased from Quinby, a part of lot 28— afterwards owned hy Gen- 
eral Perkins, 

Blote 3. In the winter following 1799, E. Quinby removed Mrs. Quinby, 
Nancy, Samuel, Abrilla, and perhaps William. 

Storer had removed Mrs. Storer and three children not long before— it 
was after the fall of 1799. 

Mrs Stevens had two children bom, near the crossing of the river, below 
Youngstown, before April, 1800. She said she had resided there three 
years, before seeing the face of a white woman. 

Note 4 Quer^ : Why did not Benjamin Lane state that about the time 
his father removed out in the spring of 1800, the family of M. Case came 
along the same road ? and that next came Henry Lane, Jr., and his wife 
Elsie, Charles Daily and wife and family, Isaac Daily and wife and family, 
and John Daily, wife and child — all from the same neighborhood I 

Note 5. It is hardly necessary to correct the statement about the pur 
chase of land' by Eb. King and John Leavitt, in 1799. King and Leavitt 
were members of the Connecticut Land Company, and were the original 
owners of land, in common in drafts Nos. 8, 9, 10, and 11, made in 1798, 
These drafts were made on $51,612.92 stock, which drew 78,497 acres of 
land, among which was the township of Warren. Leavitt and King had 
their lands by partition deeds, out of the land drawn. (See Trumbull 
County Records and Drafts of Connecticut Land Co., Recorder's Office, 
Warren, Book D., 114, 136, 123—1801, April, etc.) 
' Note 6. About the killing of the Indians at the Salt Springs in the latter 
part (about the 30th, Sunday was the 27th) of July, 1800, the writer hesi- 
tates to say much, as he has seen several accounts of that transaction, 
Which differ materially from each other, as well as from the account given 
by Benjamin Lane. • 

But as the writer saw part, and heard more from those who were present, 
he will give a short statement of the transaction as he recollects it. 

Jos. McMahon and wife, and perhaps three children, had been about 
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Warren in 1797 and 1798, and perhaps earlier, among the Indians, and but 
little if any better than they. In 1799 he had erected a small house near 
the southwest comer post of Rowland, at the south end of the Goose Pond, 
which he left in the spring of 1800, and went to the Salt Springs. 

He had taken about four acres of bottom land from Storer, at the south 
end of the bottom, to raise com, and in the spring of 1800 planted it. 

In July, a party of Indians encamped about sixty rods up the Salt Spring 
run ravine, at an old camping ground. The ravine was thick with brush. 
The camp ground was open, except some large trees. 

The Indians got whiskey, and had a general drunken revel, in which 
McMahon and some other whites joined. The whiskey of the Indians having 
been exhausted, the whites were not satisfied, but sent to Quinby's at War- 
ren, and obtained a small further supply. 

The Indians suspected this, but the whites denied it, and would not let the 
Indians have any. 

On, say Tuesday, McMahon left, and went to Storer*s to tend his corn. 
Soon after he had left, the Indians began to tease his wife— wanted her to 
serve as squaw— and finally threatened to kill her and her children. 

On Thursday the wife, taking one child in her arms, and leading the 
others, went to Storer's, where her husband was, stayed over night, and he 
went back with her and the children in the morning. (The writer, after 
much reflection, is in some doubt whether Mrs. McMahon stayed that night 
at Storer's, or whether he for some cause had started for home at the 
Springs, and met his wife on the road— an old road long since abandoned — 
near south line of Lot No. 41. At all events, they, McMahon and his wife, 
were at the Springs next forenoon, had a conversation with the Indians, and 
supposed the difficulties all settled satisfactorily at that time. At least such 
was the statement at the time, as well by others present as by McMahon 
and his wife. Joseph and John Pilles were present, who afterwards stayed 
at my father's cabin three days immediately after the kiUing of the Indians.) 
He had a talk with the Indians of the camp, and apparently settled the 
matter. 

They agreed to be peaceable, and he returned to tend his com at Storer's. 
Soon after he had left, the Indians began again to threaten the woman and 
children, and it was said, an Indian stmck one of the children with the 
handle of his tomahawk. 

Matters went from bad to worse, until on Saturday afternoon, the wife 
again took the children, and started for Storer's. She met her husband on 
the way, a short distance from Storer's, opposite my father's farm. They 
returned to Storer's, and remsuned there Saturday night, telling over and 
nursing their grievances. 
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On Sunday morning, the 27thj McMahon went up along the river, among 
the settlers, told over his side of the story, and begged for aid to go with 
him, and make a permanent settlement of the difficulty. 

Most of the young and middle-aged men whom he met went with him. 
He got together about thirteen men and two boys. (Among them were 
Henry Lane, Jr., Ephraun Quinby, John Lane, Asa Lane, Richard Storer, 
Will Carleton, William Fenton, Charles Dailey, John Bentley, Jonathan 
Church, Benjamin Lane, McMahon, of course, and others whom I do not 
recollect. The two lads were Thomas Fenton and Peter Carlton, about ten 
or eleven years old, perhaps older.) 

In those days it was customary for every man^'.to carry his gun, and the 
party had each a gun, except the boys. 

The writer saw the company passing his f ather*s house, about ten o*clock, 
on their way to the Springs. As the story was related at the time, they 
passed along in a jovial manner, engaged in miscellaneous conversation, 
until they reached the run at the Salt Springs, below the camp. 

There Mr. Quinby, who in those times was generally looked up to as a 
kind of leader, called a halt. It was agreed that he should go up to the 
camp, and see what the difficulty was, and return and let them know. The 
others all stopped. He passed on Ho the camp. There the Indians lay 
lolling about. Among them were Captain George, a Tuscarawa, who spoke 
English, and John Winslow, a Seneca, called "Spotted John," because he 
was part white. 

He inquired of Captain George, what was the difficulty between him and 
McMahon, and his family. George answered : ** Oh, Joe damn fool I The 
Indians don*t want to hurt him or his family. They (the whites) drank up 
all the Indian's whisky, and then wouldn't let the Indians have any of theirs. 
They were a little mad, but don't care any more about it. They (Mr. 
McMahon and family) may come back and live as long as they like ; the 
Indians won't hurt them." Mr. Quinby returned to his comrades, expecting 
to find them where he had left them. 

But, in the meantime, they had sauntered up the path in the ravine, along 
the run, and when Mr. Quinby met them, were just emerging from the 
ravine and coming up the bank. 

On meeting Quinby, all halted, except McMahon. He strode on and the 
boys followed him. As he passed, Quinby said, ** Stop, Joe," but he did 
not heed it. 

The others listened to the relation by Quinby, of what had passed at the 
camp between him and the Indians. 

In the meantime they had risen from the ravine into plain open view 
of the camp, some twelve or fifteen rods, distant, with only an occasional 
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larger tree between them ; and while Qumby was relating what the Indians 
had said, Joe McMahon and the two boy's had got to the camp. 

Captain George was sitting on the root of rather a large tree, leaning 
his body agamst the body of the tree, when McMahon approached him. The 
other Indians, some fire or six, and seyeral squaws and papooses, were 
lolling arcHmd the camp. 

McMahon said to GJeorge—" Are you for peace or war? Yesterday you 
had your men, now I have got mine.** A tomahawk was sticking in the 
body of the tree, immediately above the head of George. He sprang to his 
feet, seized the tomahawk, and was in the act of swinging it, as if to sink 
it into Joe*s head, when Joe, being too near to shoot, jumping backward, 
brought his rifle to bear, and instantly shot George in the breast. The blood 
spirted nearly to McMahon. McMahon cried out, ^ Shoot ! shoot ! '* to the 
men standing in open view, without anything to screen them. 
. At the same instant the Indians jumped up, caught their rifles, treed, and 
aimed at the whites. Of course the whites brought their rifles to bear, 
Storer among the rest. Several of their guns were snapped, but missed 
fire. The morning had been drizzling with rain and the guns were damp. 
S^rer saw John Winslow, (Spotted John,) aiming, as he supposed, at him, 
and without further reflection, threw his rifle into position, (it was an ex- 
cellent rifle and always in good order,) and fired. 

At the same mom^it, Winslow's squaw was endeavoring to screen herself 
and papooses behind the same tree with Winslow, and was directly behind 
him. 

Winslow*s hips were all of him that was exposed. 8torer*s ball passed 
through them, and passing on, broke a boy*B arm, passed under the cords of 
the neck of his girl, and grazed the throat of his squaw. 
. The two boys, Penton and Carleton, who were f OTward with McMahon, 
seeing him shoot George, fled for home. The sound of the second gun 
added to theur ^>eed. 

They ran without ^halting, three and a ludf miles to Davison's, and 
reached there so overdone that for sometime they were unable to tell what 
had happened. They could only say "shoot,'* and then stop for breath. At 
the camp, after the shooting, of course all was confusion, among the whites, 
as well as the Indians. 

The whites left the scene of action at rather a quick pace. 

The writer saw the party on their return between one and two o'clock, 
P. M. The ^dians, it was said, dug slight holes, covered the dead with 
dirt and leaves, and all, except the squaw with her wounded children, fled 
for the woods, expecting the whites would be after and murder them. They 
took a path to Newton Palls, and there encamped. 
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They were afraid, to hunt. The wounded squaw took her two wounded 
children in her arms, and started for the place of James Hillman, an old 
Indian trader who lived near Youngstown — a distance of nine miles — where 
she arrived, it was estimated, in an hour and a half. 

None of the whites who went with McMahon had any expectation of 
serious difllculty. 

Some of them said, afterwards, that they thought while going there, they 
discovered evil intentions in McMahon. OUiers thought differently. 

The men who went with him went as peacemakers, and had no thou^t 
of violence to the Indians. 

There was not attached to Idiem any blame, or even want of discretion. 
As evidence of the opinions of those acquainted with the affair at the time, 
Quinby was elected a member of the first G^ene^al Assembly under the Con- 
stitution, in March, 1803 ; Henry Lane, Jr., has since been a member of the 
General Assembly several times, and many others of that party have held 
stations of trust and confidence. There was no moral turpitude attached to 
any one else than McMahon. 

The party, as was stated, returned in some haste to Uie settlement. Soon 
afterwards, they put McMahon under arrest. 

He was placed under guard, and taken to Pittsburgh, as the nearest place 
where a prisoner could be kept. 

Some of the inhabitants, who had not been engaged in the transaction, 
thought that Storer ought to be arrested also. The gathering was at his 
house, on what is now the Fusselman place. 

He quietly observed what was going on around him. He concluded from 
what he saw and heard, that he too might perhaps be arrested and put on 
trial, and on reflection, believing that would be inconvenient he, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, walked into his cabin, put on his hat, took down 
his rifle from its place on the hooks, and quietly walked off before them all, 
saying he must go to look for his cows, and went west to the woods* (His 
reflections were, as I afterwards heard him say — at that time we had no 
organized government on the Reserve. The jurisdiction had been ceded to 
the United States, but this was not known then among ordinary people at 
Warren — Storer said he knew he had done nothing criminal. He had gone 
to the Salt Springs with the intent, only and entirely, of settling a difllculty. 
He suddenly found himself in. imminent and instant danger of being shot, 
without any possible means of escape. He had shot to save his own life. 
If he submited to be taken and tried, he had no knowledge of what law 
he was to be tried by, or by whom he was to be tried. Under these 
circumstances he deemed himself justified, in protecting his own life^ 
by absenting himself from the power of those who sought to call him 
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to aocount for the deed.) No one molested him, or tried m any way to 
hinder him; it was probably best, and that most present knew, for although 
a very quiet and civil man, of as good moral character as any other, he was 
an efficient man in whatever he undertook to do. 

This I saw, and I am the more particular because I have seen a different 
account of the transaction. 

From that time all was confusion in the neighborhood. The whites, 
supposing that the Indians would be upon them for vengeance, gathered in 
squads for safety. They mostly met at Q^iinby's. All kept guard and 
lookout 

On Monday Mrs. Storer mounted her two horses with her three children, 
and what goods and clothing she could cany, and started for h^ former 
home, in Washington county, Pa., alone, except that Mr. Asahel Mills of 
Nelson, who was on his way to Beavertown, accompanied her as far as the 
latter place. The rest of her property was left to such care as a few Mendly 
neighbors could give to it. 

The report of the afi&ay had spread like wildfire, and by three or font 
o'clock of the same day, it had brought Hillman, John Toung— afterwards 
Judge— and some others to Warren. 

Hillman, the Indian trader, had long been acquainted with Indians, and all 
were anxious for his advice and assistance. 

They prevailed upon Hillman to follow the Indians, and make some 
arrangement with them. 

A day or two afterwards, in company with, I believe, Mr. David Ran- 
dall, he took with him the wounded boy, and followed the trail of the 
Indians through the woods to their camp. They had been so much fright- 
ened that they dared not hunt, and when Hillman came in sight they fled to 
the woods, and even with the aid of the boy he found it difficult to induce 
the Indians to return to their camp. They, however, did return, and 
Hillman made with them a temporary arrangement, upon which the whites 
returned to their houses, and the Indians to their hunting. 

Afterwards the United States officers made some final arrangement, with 
the particulars of which the writer is not acquainted. 

At the time of that quarrel, the ordinary inhabitants were not aware of 
the existence of any organized government upon the Reserve. 

The United States had claimed political jurisdiction, and had included a 
part of the Reserve, as far west as the Cuyahoga river, first in Washington 
county, in 1788, and afterwards in Jefferson county. 

In 1796, Wayne County, Michigan, was extended over all of the Reserve, 
west of the Cuyahoga. 

But until May 80, 1800, the Reserve was claimed as a part of the State of 
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Connecticut, although that State had neglected to extend its laws over it. 
In 1793-1800, laws were passed by Connecticut, authorizing the cession of 
the political Jurisdiction to the United States, and Congress passed a law 
authorizing the President to convey to Connecticut for the benefit of its 
grantees, a title to the soil. • 

On the 80th May, 1800, deeds were exchanged. On the 10th July, 1800, 
(Jovemor St. Clair erected Trumbull county, and soon afterwards organized 
it and appointed officers. 

Until that time, the common citizens on the Reserve had supposed them- 
selves without any legally organized government. 

. . . James Hillman was appointed Sheriff, and John Young, presidmg 
Judge of the County Court of Quarter Sessions. 

Several Justices of the quorum were also appointed, and on the 25th of 
August, court was held, between E. Quinby's corn-cribs, where there is now 
a street before the house of Quinby— the Jer-Brooks residences. 

Early in the September following, by order of (Governor St. Clair, a court 
was held at Youngstown, by Judges of the General Court. 

Return J. Meigs and the Gk>vemor in person, but not as a Judge, attended. 

A jury was summoned by Sheriff and—law or no law, jurisdiction or not— 
Joseph McMahon was put upon his trial 

Gteorge Tod and some other lawyers were for the people. John S. Ed 
wards, and Benjamin Tappen, of the Territory, and Steel Sample, of Pitts- 
burgh, were for McMahon. The most of the facts which have been stated 
were given in evidence. After a full and fair trial the jury found McMahon 
not guilty of murder— for which he was indicted. 

So far as appeared in evidence, all was brawl and talk, until George 
caught his tomahawk with the evident intention of burying it in the brains 
of McMahon. 

The writer has heard that verdict rather severely criticised, but he has no 
doubt that it was in accordance with the law as generally applied to murder 
—the evidence being as there given. Moreover, those jurors would have 
compared favorably with jurors selected to try like cases at the present day. 

Joseph and John Filles, two young men, who were at the Salt Springs 
during the fracas, some three dajrs afterwards stayed at the house of the 
father of the writer. They both made a statement to us, which was never 
given in evidence, which would have been material to show George's 
motives ; it was this : During the drunken scrape, George several times 
said that he had killed n^n^t^n white men, and he wanted to kill one more 
to make an even number. But the Filles left for the Ohio, and were not at 
McMahon's trial. 
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ORIGIN OP TITLE. 

There are several questions of interest, which might have 
arisen in the trial of McMahon and Storer, if they had been put 
upon trial, from the uncertainty of who or what political power 
had the real title to the Connecticut Western Reserve, or whether 
any law was in force upon it, at that time. 

It is admitted by all, that Great Britain in 1664 owned the 
land between latitudes 41** N. and 42° 2' N„ and that Charies 
Second granted a territory, between those lin^s westward through- 
out the precinct from sea to sea, to the colonists of Connecticut, 
and claimed the title to it. 

Between that time and 1763, the French king claimed the 
same land west of the Alleghany mountains. 

Wars ensued. Great Britain was successful, and, by treaty in 
1763, obtained a cession of all west to the Mississippi. Connec- 
ticut still continued her claim. In the treaty of peace, in 1783, 
Great Britain ceded to the United States all her possessions west 
to the Mississippi. 

Many of the States forming the confederation in the United 
States claimed all the lands westerly of the settlements, as 
belonging to the United States by conquest, for a fund to pay th^ 
war debts, etc. The colonies having charters, claimed to the 
extent of their boundaries, and unless Prance really had title 
which she ceded to Great Britain in 1763, the colonies had good 
title under their charters, which was doubtful if France had title 
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which she ceded to Great Britain, and upon which the erown 
could make title by conquest against its prior grants. However 
this might have been, Congress admitted the claims of the char- 
ter-colonies, and appealed to them for liberal grants for the bene- 
fit of the whole. New York responded and made a release of 
most of her western lands, March 1, 1781; Virginia, March 1, 
1784 ; Massachusetts, 178-, and finally Connecticut executed her 
release of all her lands in her charter, lying west of a line par- 
allel with the Pennsylvania line, and one hundred and twenty 
miles west from it, September 13, 1786— reserving what lay east 
of it, which constitutes the Connecticut Western Reserve, nearly 
three and a half millions of acres. Five hundred thousand acres 
of the west end of the Beserve, she appropriated to pay suflTerers 
by fire, in the Revolutionary war, by act of her Legislature in 
the year 1792, and sold the residue to a company, September 5, 
1795, which company surveyed the same, east of Cuyahoga, in 
1796-7, and divided it and made actual settlement, sales, etc. 

In the meantime, Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the territory 
north-west of the Ohio river, established a territorial govern- 
ment in 1788, and established counties, 

Washington county extended up the Ohio from Scioto to 
Pennsylvania ; then with Pennsylvania to Lake Erie, and with it 
to Cuyahoga ; up it to the Tuscarawas, west to Scioto, and to the 
first beginning. A regular government was established, laws 
were enacted. In April, 1800, Congress passed a law authoriziog 
the President to release all the United States claim to the right 
of soil to Connecticut for the use of its purchasers, if Connecticut 
would release all its claim of jurisdiction to the United States. 
The Legislature of Connecticut, the same winter, passed a law 
authorizing its Governor to release the said jurisdiction. Deeds 
of cession were executed according to these acts, and mutually 
exchanged the 30th May, 1800. 

It seems pretty clear that Connecticut owned the Beserve land ; 
at least that she owned and was in possession of the political jur- 
isdiction up to May 30, 1800, but had always declined extending 
-her laws over it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 FIRST BBED FROM OOKKEOHCUT. 

The Territory had passed variouB laws for the government of 
the Territory ; but could those laws have any operation on the 
Reserve while Connecticut held the jurisdiction ? 

It is believed not, nor afterwards until the law-making power 
should, by express legislation, have extended those laws over the 
territory of the Eeserve. 

Such is the usual custom of the United States when Congress 
purchases a territory. The laws of the United States are 
extended over it by express legislation, or new laws are made 
for the new government The laws in force in the North- 
western Territory were made without the concurrence of any 
person on the Eeserve, and they were nerer extended over the 
Reserve by any express legislation. 

The Superior Court of the Territory — Return J. Meigs and 
Joseph Gilman, judges— on the application of George Tod, Cal- 
vin Pease.. Samuel Huntington, John S. Edwards and Benjamin 
Tappan to be admitted as lawyers, at Marietta, in October, 1800, 
decided that the Reserve had been part of Connecticut until the 
deeds . in May were exchanged, and admitted them without 
further inquiry. 

Then by what right, or by what law did the court at 
Youngstowii, in September, 1800, try Joseph McMahon for 
killing the Indian at the Salt Springs in the last of July, 
1800? 



FIRST DEED FROM THE STATE, FEBRUARY, 1788, SALT SPRING 
TRACT, TRUMBULL COUNTY. 

The State op Connecticut, ) 

TO V 

Samuel H. Pabsons. ) 

The State of Connecticut, one of the United States of America, 
to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting ; 

Whereas, The State of Connecticut in General Court 
assembled, by their sereral acts passed on the second Thursday 
of October, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, and 
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on the second Thursday of May, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-seyen, did resolve, direct, and order that the land 
belonging to said State, from the completion of the latitude 
forty-one, to the latitude forty-two degrees and two minutes 
north, and between Pennsylvania and a line drawn from the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga river, where fche same falls into Lake 
Erie, and up the stream of said river to the Portage path ; and 
thence by the Portage way to the head of fche Muskingum river ; 
and thence by a straight line to the Tuscarawas, at the south- 
east comer of the Indian Reserve, and so southerly to the latitude 
of forty-one degrees north, should be sold; and did appoint, 
authorize, and empower Benjamin Huntington, John Chester, 
and Thaddeus Burr, Esquires, a committee to sell said land — 
townships of six miles square, or in part of townships — and. 

Whereas said State in general court assembled, did resolve 
and order, that whenever a purchaser or purchasers should pro- 
cure a certificate from any one of said committee, that he or 
they have purchased and paid for any part of said lands, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor x)f said State of Connecticut, 
to execute a patent of such lands so purchased to the purchaser, 
or purchasers thereof. 

And, whereas, Benjamin Huntington, Esquire, one of said 
committee, hath, pursuant to said resolves, certified to the 
Governor of said State of Connecticut, that Samuel Holden Par- 
sons, of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex, and State of 
Connecticut, Esquire, hath purchased of said committee and 
paid to him, said Benjamin Huntington the full amount thereof, 
a certain tract of land parcel of the lands ordered to be sold as 
aforesaid. And said Samuel Holden Parsons, Esquire, now moving 
for a patent and full confirmation of said land as purchased as 
aforesaid, now KNOW YE, That we, the State of Connecticut, 
in pursuance of the several acts, resolves and orders of the 
General Assembly before in these presents referred to — Do, by 
these presents, fully, freely, and absolutely give, grakt, ratify 
AND CONFIRM to the Said Samuel Holden Parsons, Esquire, the 
lands within the following boundaries, viz : Beginning at the 
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north-east comer of the first Township, in the third Bange of town- 
ships ordered to be sold as aforesaid ; thence running northerly 
in the west line of the second Bange of said lands to latitude 
forty-one degrees and twelve minutes north ; thence west three 
miles ; thence southerly parallel to the west line of Pennsylvania 
two miles and one-half; thence west three miles to the west line 
of said third range ; thence southerly parallel to the west line of 
Pennsylvania to the north line of the first Township in said 
third Range; thence east to the first boundary. 

Said lands, before described, being the lands certified by said 
Benjamin Huntington, i^squire, to be purchased and paid for by 
•aid Samuel HoldenJParsons, Esquire, and lying within the third 
Range of townships ordered to be sold as aforesaid. To have and 
to hold all the said granted and described premises, with the 
privileges and appurtenances thereof, unto him, the said Samuel 
Holden Parsons, his heirs and assigns, forever, as a clear and 
absolute estate in fee-simple, excepting the lands which are 
reserved to be sequestered for the use of the ministry and schools, 
agreeably to the acts and resolves of Assembly, before mentioned. 

In witness whereof, the said State of Connecticut have caused 
these presents to be signed by the Governor and Secretary, and 
the seal of the said State to be hereunto affixed. Dated at Hart- 
ford, this tenth day of February, Anno Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight 

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, Governor, 

[Seal.J GEORGE WYLLIS, Secretary. 

The lands mentioned in the within patent, as sequestered for 
the use of the ministry and schools, and reserved and excepted out 
of this patent, are one thousand acres only ; the remaining part 
of the lands within the boundaries of this patent being paid for 
by the patentee. 

Certified this tenth day of February, one thousand, seven hun- 
dred and eighty-eight. 

BENJAMIN HUNTINGTON, Committee, 

October 19, 1789. 

A true record. Attest ALBERT ENOCH PARSONS, Register. 
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The State OF Ohio, { 
Washington County. ) 

The foregoing is a true copy of the original record as recorded 
in yolume number one, at pages twenty-three and twenty-four. 
In witness of which, I hereto subscribe my name officially. 

WILLIAM B. MASON, 

BecordeVf W. Co., Ohio. 
June 30, 1868. 
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GRANTOR. GRANTKB. PAGE. RSMAKK^. DATS OP DBBD. 

Parsons, Sam'l H.. 

1,240 Bliph Dyer 1, 1,240 acres of within tract. Mar. 10, 1788 

340 Bllph Dyer 2, 840 '* Mar.10,1788 

1,111 IsaacCowles Z,l,m " Feb.21,1788 

1,722 OlWer Ellsworth 4,1,722 " Mar.10,1788 

4,413 OlWer Ellsworth 5, K part of 4,000 acres Feb. 10,1788 

l,m David Bull ., 6,1,111 acres of Conn. tract..Feb. 21, 1788 

1,320 Timothy Hosmer 7,^820 ** Feb. 21. 1788 

'900 Jonathan Hart 8, 900 " Feb.21,1788 

3,381 William Judd 9, 687 " Mar. 28,1788 

William Judd 10, 6-13 of the unsold land ....Feb. 21, 1788 

666 Gad Wadsworth ll«_ 565 acres of Conn, tract. .Feb. 21, 1788 

1,111 Noadiah Hoolter 12, UU " Feb.21,1788 

1,111 Will Wadsworth 13, l,m " Feb.21,1788 

500 Elijah Wadsworth .... 14, 500 " Feb.21,1788 

1,U1 Solomon Whiting:, Jr.l6 , 1,111 " Feb. 21, 1788 

666 Amos Porter 16, 566 " Feb.21,1788 

396 Will Hillhouse 17 , 395 " Feb.21,1788 

5,338 Enoch Parsons 21, All his rlirht and title to Conn, lands 

13.082 indudinirSalt Spring,... Aug, 4, 1789 

Matthew Carr 24, 8 acre lot July 5, 1789 

Richard Butler 25, U of 4,000 acres and X of Salt Spring, 

Nov. 6, 1788 

Richard Butler 36, Article of Agreement for malring Salt 

Jan. 14, 1789 

Richard Butler 39, X of 4,000 acres that I reserved of 

Conn, lands Nov. 6,1788 

Matthew Carr 44, 8 acre lot, mouth of Muskingum, ' 

July 16, 1788 
F 
Moses aevelaad 156, 1,817 acres. 

H 
Joshua Stow 396, 1,726 acres. 

In those marked thus , a reservation of 4,000 acres around the Salt Spring 

fs Bade. 
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; Judge Parsons, named in the above deed, seems to hare been 
ap active, enterprising man, who had early examined the 
west|?rii country. He is mentioned in Hildreth's History, ppi 
190 to 209; Burnet's Notes, p. 40. ^ 

He writes a letter December 20, 1785/ to some persons,, 
making inquiries about the country, saying he had been one 
hundred and fifty miles westerly of the Miami. 

He was one of a committae to frame a treaty with the Shawnee 
Indians, and concluded it on the north bank of the Ohio at the 
Miami, Jan. 31, 1786. (See vol. of U. S. treaties.) He was one 
of the Ohio Company, formed by Manasseh Cutler, Kufus Put- 
nam, etc., in 1786-7, and was one of its directors. He was one 
of the first judges of the general court under the territory, and 
was active in organizing the territory, 

Connecticut did not ^release her claim to western lands, lying 
one hundred and twenty miles west of Pennsylvania, until 
September 13, 1786. 

The Legislature, at its session in October, 1786, made pro- 
vision for selling her Eeserve lands east of Cuyahoga, and, as 
appears by the above deed. Parsons soon afterwards purchased of 
Connecticut about 25,000 acres of the Reserve lands. 

When the writer first came to the Reserve, in April, 1800, it 
was the current report that Judge Parsons and his assignees, had 
made salt there ten or fifteen years. 

The remains of foundations of cabins, of stone furnaces ta 
hold salt-kettles, fragments of kettles for boiling salt, decayed 
timber and stumps, several acres of land run over and partly 
cleared — clearly indicated that the white man had several yeara 
before 1800, made settlement at those springs. 

It is probable that Parsons was drowned on Beaver Palls, the 
the latter part of the year 1789, as he was re-elected or appointed 

6 
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a judge of the General Court, under the Constitution of the 
United States, August 4, 1789, and in the spring of 1790, 
Bufas Putnam was in his place as his successor. (Burnet, p. 40.) 

The writer has just (1861, July 18,) seen a journal of the 
•doings of the " Cincinnati,'' held at Philadelphia, Pa., May 4, 
1794, in which it is stated that General Samuel Holden Parsons 
was drowned in Beaver Creek, Pa., in N. W. T., November 17, 
1789, in attempting to pass the Falls in a canoe, one man only 
with him. 

Bom, May 14, 1737. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

ANNITAL MEETING, MAT, 1876. 



#lt}o 



TRACT THIRTY-ONE. 



The eighth annual meeting of the Western 
Reserve and Northern Ohio Historical So- 
ciety was held at the rooms, Tuesday even- 
ing. May 9th, 1876. 

THE ANNUAL KEPORT 

was made by the secretary as fol'ows: 

The general object and "purpose of the so- 
ciety is **to discover, procure, and presarve 
** whatever relates to the History, Biography, 
* 'Genealogy, Antiquities and Statistics of 
**the Western Reserve, the State of Ohio, 
**and the North-west." 

Its purposes are general to the State and 
we are glad to believe that its usefulness in 
this respect is recognized. A large share of 
the visitors and of the contributions to its 
museum come from other couTJties than Cuy- 



THE HISTORY 

of Ohio will receive during the present year 
much more than usual attention. The sec- 
retary has addressed to the editors of each 
of the 637 newspapers of the State a request 
that al] ai tides of a local or general histori- 
cal interest be sent to the society. It is not 
to be supposed that the collection wll be by 
any means complete, but it will no doubt be 
of large value" Contributions are received 
every day. There will be formed during 
the year numbers of local historical or pio- 
neer societies. A circular has been prepared 
by the State Archaeological Society at Colum- 
bus, containing a form of constitution sug- 
gested for such societies. One clause re- 
quires the officers of such societies to sena 
to this society and its sister at Cincinnati a 
copy of all its publications,book,pamphiet or 
newspaper. It is believed that the placing 
of such matter with this society will be a de- 
cided benefit to each local society. 

GENEALOGY 

is beginning to attract considerable attention 
in this part of the country. It may not be 
generally understood that most people of 
the State, if they try, can trace their lineage 
to the early settlers of this continent. It 
must be done, however, before many years, 
or it will not be done at all. Records were 
generally well kept, down to a time after 
the Revolution, but not long after. The 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
may almost be said to have created this 



science, if such it may be called. But the 
taste for it is rapidly increasing, and many 
inquiries are made of the society upon such 
matters. There is not in the State of Ohio a 
respectable public library upon that subject. 
Shall there not be such a library in 
our rooms? A public spirited friend, (Mr. 
Peter Thatcher), has kindly offered to place 
in our rooms the only complete set in the 
city, of the New England Historic Genealogi- 
cal Register, thirty octavo volumes, and the 
society has, also, besides the works of Mi. 
Savage, and others, a growing collection 
of genealogies and local histories. 

THE MUSEUM 

has had a steady increase during the year. 
A comparison of it with any west of the Al- 
leghanie? will make it respected. There is 
need of new cases for the propei display of 
the too crowded objects of interest. 

The number of visitors increases rapidly. 
Those enrolled were for the quarter ending 

IJuly. 1875 403 

I Octob«»r, 1875 534 

IJanuary, 1876 851 

lAprll,1876 .1,»43 

2,921 
Mr. Johnson, who h<»s charge of the 
corns, 

reports that the coins, medals, and 
tokens numbered in 1873, about 500. On 
the first of May, 1876, there were 1641. By 
sales and exchanges, many of the poor and 
worthless ot 1873 are replaced by better. 
In 1875 there were added 287, and since the 
first of January, 1876, 276. 

The additions of this year cannot be dis- 
played for want of show cases. Special 
cases should be made of different pattern 
from those used for general display. There 
is a growing interest in numismatics, and the 
collection, though not a large one, is no un- 
important feature of the museum. 

THE PUBLICATIONS 

of the year have been as follows : 
No. 26, June 1876.— Seventh Annual 

Meeting, May 1876. 
No. 27, July 1875.— Notice of Historical 

And Pioneer Societies in Ohio, by C. C. 

Baldwin. 
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No. 28, October 1875.— War of 1812. Se- 
lection No. 8, of correspondence. 

No. 29, December 1875.— Traditions of 
Brady tbe Indian Hunter, by President 
Whittlesey, with letters attached, from Gen. 
L. V. Bierceand Hon. Frederick Wadsworth. 

No. 30, March 1876.— Early settlement of 
Trumbull County, Ohio; General Review 
of Title -both by the late Leonard Case. 

LIBRARY AKD CATALOGUE. 

Miss Dockstader is working: as steadily as 
her other engagements will permit on what 
will be a very complete catalogue of the 
library. 

The books are necessaril^y in some confu- 
sion while the titles are being taken, but it 
is expected that they will be ere long newly 
and systematically ananged and perfectly 
Hccessible. 

THE MARORY PAPERS. 

This society, in 1872, originated a petition 
to Congress, asking: lor the purchase of a 
large collection of papers relating to French 
discoveries in North America. 

The collection was made by M. Pierre 
Margry, of Paris, the correspondence em- 
bracinsr that of La Salle, and other explor- 
ers, from 1670 to 1750 

Nearly all the historical societies of the 
United States, and most of the prominent 
historians, joined with us in this effort 

Genera' Garfield and Mr. Monroe, mem- 
bers of Congress from Northern Ohio, sap- 
ported our plan with zeal, and. so far as we 
know, all the members from this Stale voted 
for the appropriation. Those from the New 
England States, and from the Gulf States, 
in both Houses, also gave it their bupport. 

The sum of |10,000 was placed in tbe 
hands of the Joint Library Committee of 
Congress, and a contract for six printed vol- 
umes was made with Mr. Margry. There are 
to be 500 copies of each delivered to the 
Library Committee as soon as practicable. i 

Yesterday a letter was received by our 
president from Mr. Margry dated Paris, 
April 19th, in which he says: "Our first vol- 
ume, having for it8 t tie, *Voyaffes of the 
French upon the Great Lakes, and Discov- 
eries of the Ohio and Mississippi,* will soon 
appear. Since you, with Mr. Parkman and 
Mr, Marshall, are the promoters of this pub- 
lication, it is right that a copy be sent you 
with a portrait of La Salle." * * * 

**I regret not having been able to acknowl- 
edge your society on the cover of my book, 
as it would give me great pleasure as an act 
of gratitude towards you; but the contract is 
so drawn that I am in doubt about the fate of 
the work until the sixth volume is reached." 

**I wish in this work to give the savansof 
your continent an opportunity to examine 
with care the localities visited by the Cava- 
lier La Salle. For a Frenchman, even with 
the charts, this is surrounded with great dif- 
ficulties. 

If I was a younger man I should very 



much like see all those countries. But it is 
necessary to limit myself to seeking out pa- 
pers in France, as I have done since 1842. 
My collection is unique: among which are 
documents necessary to America, and which 
it will be for Americans who are conTersant 
with the country, to interpret." 

From the imperfect iwrtions of LiaSalle's 
correspondence, maps, and reports it ap- 
pears that he p;\8sed from Lake Erie t o the 
Ohio river, about ten years before he discov- 
ered the Mississippi; but as vet it is not prac- 
ticable to determine the route he followed. 
He certainly ascecded a river emptying into 
the westerly part of Lake Erie, an-:?, cross- 
ing a short portaae, descended a large river 
leading to the Ohio. 

He reached the fails of that river but was 
deserted by his men and forced to return to 
the St. Lawrence apparently alone. " 

We hope the publications cf Mr. Marcrry 
will solve the mysteries that now envelop 
the movements of LaSalle in the territory of 
Ohio. 

FINANCES. 

The balance io the hands of the Treasurer 
(Mr Williamson) at his report last year 
was $ 107 00 

I he income durioft tl e year last past has 
been, from endowment d78 34 

Annual membership and subssription — 28J 00 

$1,066 34 
The disbursements for all purposes hare 
been 909 04 

Balance $ 97 30 

Of which $59.56 is in the hands of the Treasurer 
personally and the t>alance in working committees. 
The rooms have heen, before the last 
year, heated by steam, but it has been found 
that this 'n severe weather interfered with 
the comfort of the rooms below, and 
the Society for Savings declined to 
longer furnish us. It was at one 
tir.e contemplated to close the rooms 
during the seveier winter weather, but a 
large stove was procured of the best modem 
construction, and the room has been 
heated by that very easily and comfortably. 
The discount made by the Society 
for Savings on account of heat with 
a discount upon the rent of the additional 
room back of our main room will make an 
annual saving of from $50 to $100 over our 
previous expenses, in this behalf. On the 
first of October last. Miss Seymour, our 
librarian removed from the city. A tribute 
of thanks is due for her faithful service. 
Miss Dockstader has filled the place since 
with efficient energy. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The number of life members is 85, of an- 
nual members 68. 

The progress of the society has been great 
for its age. I may add that its friends have 
expended much labor and considerable 
money in its behalf. It should have a much 
larger annual membership than it receives. 

The Buffalo Historical Societv reported in 
1875, an annual membership of ^45. Their 
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terms require a prelimiDary fee of $5, in ad- 
dition to the annual fee required by that 
society and our ot^ n. 

Why should not we receive hke support? 
A little money goes a great ways when the 
only salary is |240, to the librarian. There 
are many advantageous uses to which an 
increase might be put. The publication of 
a substantial volume would help much. We 
have abundant valuable material. A single 
year of such support as the Buffalo society 
receives wou'd enable us to do this. 

The Buffalo society have found club 
meetings at residences of members to be of 
much interest. Their raeetiags are similar 
to those held by our uwn society in its early 
days. The experiment is peihaps worth 
repeating here. 

I report with sorrow the death of one of 
our earliest life members Mr. T. Sterling 
Beckwith of this city, who died 28th March 
1876, and of Increase A. Laoham of Milwau- 
kee who died In September 1875. 

Brief biographies are appended. 
Kespectfu^ly, 

C. C. Baldwin, Secretary, 

Tbe following resoiUtion, offered by Dm P. 
Eells, Esq., was adopted: 

Resolved, That there shall be created in 
this society an order cf members to be called 
Patrons, Any person may, by vote of the 
curators, be constituted a patron wben his as:- 
gregate rasb payments for the use of the so- 
ciety shall Lave amounted to the sum of five 
hundred dollars. 

The fol'owing resolution, offered by H. N 
Johnson, Esq., wus also adopted : 

Resolved, That the curators be requested to 
consider tbe question of charging an admission 
fee to tbe museum and library to persons uot 
members and not entitled to admission as do- 
nors, the curators to act in the matter as they 
may deem best. 

Tbe following resolution, offered by Hon. J. 
P. Bishop, was also adopted: 

Resolved, Tbat the thanks of the society be 
given to its officers for the efficient manner in 
wbich they have performed their duties. 

Obituaries. 

THOMAS 8TEBLING BECKWITH 

was born in Lyme, Conn , 11th January, 
1821. He was son o! Fredorick A. and Je- 
rusha (Sill) Beckwith, and of a family set- 
tled in Lyme two hundred years ago. 

When aged l4, he commenced clerking 
in Jefferson county, New York. In 1889, 
aged 18, he came to Cleveland and com- 
menced as a clerk at the spot on Superior 
street, where he afterwards was so promi- 
nent a merchant. 

When aged 24, he became partner in the 

ry coods business with the late P. M. 

iTeddell, Dudley Baldwin and W. E. Beck- 
wiek, his brother. This firm ihe two Beck- 
withs succeeded, and, with changes, did an 
extensive business, and the firm finally be- 
came Beckwith, Sterling & Co. In 
1854, he sold out of this firm and 
opened the first store in Cleveland tor 



the exclusive sale of carpets, in which Mr. 
F. A. Sterling, of his late firm, became agam 
connected with him, and the firm — again 
Beckwith, Sterling & Co. — continued m tbat 
name until the death of its senior partner. 

Mr. Beckwith was a very successful mer- 
chant, and the firm was so conspicuous in 
the trade of Cleveland that it may be said to 
almost have historic interest. Ue was also a 
leader in several manufacturing enterpnses, 
which have contributed to the prosperity of 
our city. He was a quiet gentleman, of 
pleasant manners, firm, steady and correct 
in his judgment. 

Mr. Beckwith was more than a mere busi- 
ness man. He was a kind, public spirited 
citizen and Christian gentleman. He was 
among the earliest of our life members, and 
was a person of whom this would be ex- 
pected with confidence, for the sake of the 
good to be done. He was active in benevo- 
lent and religions enterprise, for many years 
member ancTa deacon in the Second Presby- 
terian church; active in the Bethel Sunday- 
school and for a r umber of years superin- 
tendent. 

He married, in 1849, Miss Sarah Oliphant, 
of Grandville, New York, and leaves a fam- 
ily. 

He died the 28th of March, 1876. 

mCREABE ALLEN LAPHAM, LL. D., 

also a life member of our societv, was born 
in Palmvra, N. Y., March 7, 1811. In Au- 
gust, 1836, his father secured him a place on 
the Miami Canal,under Byron Kil bourn, then 
Assistant Engineer. In 1827 he was em- 
ployed on tbe canal around the falls of the 
Ohio. That year — only sixteen years old — 
he wrote his first scientific paper on the 
canal and the geology of the vicinity. It 
was published in the American Journal of 
Science and Art, and highly commended by 
Professor Siliiman. He was afterwards em- 
ployed on the Ohio Canal, and published in 

1832 an article on the Geology of Ohio. In 

1833 he was living at Columbus, as Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Canal Commis- 
sioners. He was an araent student of sci- 
ence, and an active member and officer of the 
Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society. 
He was active in encouraging the first geo- 
logical survey of this State. 

In 1836 he settled in Milwaukee. He be- 
came early a trusted and exiinent citizen. 
He continued also to be a close observer and 
student. In 1838 he commenced a scries of 
publications about the natural history and 
other history of Wisconsin, the bare cat- 
alogue of which would exceed the limits 
which can be given in this notice. 

In his botanical investigation, studies of 
forests, winds and waters, he was always in 
the front rank of men eminent over the 
world for their achievements. His most 
elaborate work was his •* Antiquities of Wis- 
consin," an illustrated quarto volume upon 
the effigy mounds of the west, published 
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by the SmithsoniaD Institute in 1855. It is 
recognized by archaeologists all over the 
world as ths work upon the subject. One of 
his last labors was the preparation of a series 
of has relief models of some of these mounds 
for the Centennial ExpositioD. 

He was a thoughtful observer of atmos- 
phenc phenomena. In 1858, he appealed to 
steamboat owners to take measures to learn 
of approaching storms. He afterwards 
addressed Capt. E. B. Ward, of De- 
troit, assiiring him that' e knowledge of 
approaching storms could be obtained, in 
many cases, \M least twelve hours in ad- 
vance. At length Chicago gentlemen re- 
solved that the matter should be tested, and 
a joint stock company with $100,000 capital 
was preparing to do the work which the 
Government now does so efficiently. But, 
meanwhile. Dr. Lapham^s personal agency 
procured the act of Congress which fed to 
the Weather Bureau. He was for a while 
Chief Geologist of Wisconsin, until ousted 
by a political change. He was authority 
in anything relating to the State he lived in, 
and when asked what were his studies, re- 
plied, "I am studying Wisconsin," and he 
studied it witli little thought of personal 
emolument to himself, ever busy with somp- 
thing of use to all. He received the degree 
of LL.D. from Amherst College in 1860. 
He was a quiet, modest gentleman, simple in 
his tastes and habits, generous, scrupulously 
honest in business and science, gentle and 
cheerful. TheUihof September, 1875, he 
finished a paper upon the capacity for fish 
production of Oconomonoc and other small 
lakes of Wisconsin and pushed out upon the 
lake named for a*i hour*s rest. 

His body was found in the bottom of the 
boat, hctving died of heart disease without a 
struggle and alone. 

LIST OP OFFICERS AND MEMBERS. 

President — Charles Whittlesey. 

Vice Presidents — J. H. Salisbury and E. 
Sterling. 

Secretary— C. C. Baldwin. 

Treasurer — S. Williamson. 

Librarian— Miss E. S. Dockstader. 

Legal Trustees — William Bingham, J. P. 
Bishop, Georjre Willey. 

CURATORS ELECTIVE. 

Term expires in 1877— -J. H. A. Bone, 
Mrs. George Willey, H. N. Johnson. 

Term expires in 1878— C. C. Baldwin, 
Mrs. AUeyne Maynard, C. T. dherman. 

Term expires in 1879 — Joseph Perkins, 
Charles Whittlesey, John W. iiUen. 

PERMANENT CX7RAT0RB. 

W. J. Boardman, James Bamett, 

William Bingham, H. M. Chapin, 

B. A. Stanard. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

John W. Allen, Colgate Hoyt. 

Miss Sarah L. Andrews, Miss ^ E. Ingersoil, 
P. H. Babcock, H. N. Johnson, 

C. C. Baldwin, Mrs. F. Judson, 



Dudley Baldwin, 
John D. Baldwm, 
N.C. Baldwin, 
S. C Baldwin, 
T. 8. Beckwith,* 
L. V. Bierce, 
J. P. BishoD, 
H. C. Blossom, 
Wm. tf. Boardman, 
A. Bradley, 
O. A. Brooirs, 
A. E. Bnell, 
Leonard Case, 
W. S. Chamberlain, 
H. M. Cbapin, 
O. A. Childs, 
Ahira Cobb, 
Wm. Collins, 
A. G. Col«^ell, 
D. W. Cross, ' 
Wm, Chisholm, 
Wm. M, Darlington, 
J. H. Devereux, 
L. C. Draper, 
John Elrwin, 
M. F. Force, 
A W. Fairbanks, 
Wm. P. Foffg. 
J. A. Garfield, 
Theodatus Gkirlick, 
W . J. Gordon, 
Miss L. T. Guilford, 
C. F. Glafer, 
r. P. Handv, 
S. V. Harkness, 
H. A. Harvev, 
C. C Hale, ' 
L. K Hulden, 
Franklin B. Hough, 



Kent Jarvis, Jr., 
M. M. Jones, 
T. M. Kelley, 
Horace Kelle^", 
JaredP. Eirtland, 
W. G. Lane, 
I. A. Lapham,^ 
Benson J. Lossing-, 
O. H. Marshall, 
S. L. Mather, 
James Monroe, 
E. P. Morgan, 
G^ree My gate, 
Eben' Newton, 
W. 8. C. Otis. 
Douglas Perkins^ 
Gteorge G. ' Pei km s, 
Jacob B. PerkinSy 
Joseph Perkins, 
Joseph Perkins, Jr . , 
L. Lewis Perkins, 
•J'. W.Putnam, ^«. 
Rnfus P. Ranney, 
J. D. Rockefeller, 
J. H. Salisbury, 
John H. Sargent, 
C, O. 5>cott, 
W. H. Smith, 
Silas M. Stone, 
W, S. Streator, 
R. W. Tayler, 
John Tod, 
AmoB Fownsend, 
J. J. Tracy, 
H. B Tuttle, 
J. P. Wade, 
K. P Wade, 
H. P. Weddell, 
G^eorge Willey. 
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G. E. Armstrong, 
Lmus Austin, 
E X. Baldwin, 
Jas Bamett, 
W. H. Barras, 
C. H, Bill, 
Wm. Bingham, 
Sam Bn'ggs, 
H W. B-jardman, 
E. H. Bobm, 
S. Burke, 
George P. Burwell, 
C. C. Carlton, 
S. Chamberlain, 
E. D. Child?, 
J. D. Cleveland, 
B. J. Cobb, 

B. 8. Cogswell, 
J. Colwell, 

C. J. Oomstoek, 
8. H. Curtiss, 
W. L. Cutter, 
Wm. Edwards, 

D. P Eells, 
Alfrei' Eyears, 
L. W. Ford, 

J. Newton Frazee, 
8. C. Greene. 
8. O. Griswold, 
N. H. Hand, 
G. C. F. Hayne, 
G. E. Herrick, 
James M. Hoyt, 
Hopson Hurd, 
Henry R. Hatch, 

^Deceased. 



J. E. Xngersoll, 
Joseph Ireland, 
W. 8. Jones, 
Tbcmas Kilpatrick, 
J. 8. Ejngsland, 
James W. Lee, 
Lyman Little, 
Frank Lynch, 

F. A. Marble, 
Mrs.Alleyne Maynard, 
L. McBnde, 

Mrs. J. McDermott, 

G. G. Norris, 
Charles A. Otis, 
Dr Henrv Parker, 

F. W. Pelton, 
W. H. Price, 
H. C. Ranney, 

W. C. B. Rtcbardscm, 
Harvev Rice, 
E. C. Rouse, 
Gleorge A, Stanley, 
C. T. Sherman, ' 
J. Clinton Saxton, 
W. P. Southworth, 
Amasa Stone, Jr., 
B. Sterling, 
William Taylor, 
V. C. Taylor, 

G. A. Tisdale, 
J. W. Tyler, 

8. E. Williamson, 
B. N. Winslow. 
N. H. Winslow, 
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WESTEBN BESEBVE-OBIGIN OF TITLE. 



BY OOL. 0HA8. WH1TTLK8BY. 



Many of the papers of the Connecticut 
Land Gompany were procured by this so- 
ciety with funds furnished by the Commis- 
sioners of the county of Luyahosra. 

In addition to the ordinary sources of his- 
torical information, I have thus been able to 
consult portions of the Land Company's 
records. 

These papers are by no means complete, 
and the early laws of this State, not provid- 
ing for an official record of the surveys and 
other proceedings of the Land Company, it is 
now impossible to determine fully what was 
done by it, in 1796-7. 

Among these documents is a printed copy 
of a full and clear Report on the subject of 
title to the Western Reserve, made by John 
Marshall, afterward Chief J\istice of the 
United States Supreme Court, to the House 
of Representatives, March 21st, 1800. 

This contains a detailed statement 
of the early grants to the Vir- 
ginia and New England Companies, 
carried alon^ to the proposed release of the 
light of soil in the Western Reserve, then 
per ding in Congress. 

This valuable paper, may be found at page 
94, vol. 16, American Slate Papers, Pubnc 
Lands, vol. 1. This society has also a copy 
of the argument of the late" Hon. Samuel F. 
Vinton, of Ohio, before the General Court of 
Virginia, in the case of Peter M. Garner and 
otliei's, December 1845, whom he was em- 
ployed by the State of Ohio to defend. 

Jarner et al. were captured by the au- 
thorities of Virginia on the Ohio shore, be- 
tween high and low water, charged with ab- 



ducting slaves, and convicted in the State 
courts on this charge. 

The defense rested mainly on the claim 
that Virginia had no jurisdiction, having 
never held title to the bed of the Ohio river. 
The pamphlet is now so rare that it should 
be reprinted. For a legal argument its style 
is unusually interesting, the diction clear, 
and the investigation exhaustive. Mr. Vin- 
ton exhibits the acuteness of a good lawyer, 
the broad perceptions of a statesman, and 
the eloquence of a practiced historian. 

GRANTS AND CONVEYANCES, AFFECTING 
TITLES ON THE WESTERN RESERVE. 

April 10, 1606.— Charter of Virginia, 
34 deg. to 45 deg. N. latitude in two colo- 
nies, under the names of the London, and the 
Plymouth companies. 

May 23,1609.— Second charter of Virginia, 
400 miles on the coast with Point Comfort 
at the middle. 

March 12, 1611-12.— Third charter of Vir- 
ginia^ including certain islands, from the 
30th deg. to 41 deg. N. latitude. 

Nov. 3, 1620.— K. England, or the Plym- 
outh Company chartered, 40 deg. to 48 deg. 
N. latitude. 

May 13, 1625. — These charf,ers having 
been adjudged forfeit, Charles L, by proc- 
lamation, makes Virginia a royal colony 
without charters. 

March 4, 1627.— The council of the Ply- 
mouth Company, conveyed to Sir Henry Ros- 
well and others' the country called Massa- 
chusetts. 

Marnh 4, 1629. — The above grant con- 
firmed by Charles I., and a charter given. 
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March 19, 1032,— The Earl of Warwick, 
president of Plymouth Ck)unci1, conveyed 
Connecticut to Lords Savand 8eal,And others. 

June?, 1685.— The Council of Connecti- 
cut surrendered their charter. 

April 28, 1662.— Charles II. granted a char- 
ter to the Colony of Connecticut. 

March 12, 1664.— Charles IL grantecl to 
the Duke of York from th« Connecticut to 
the Delaware rivers, and other lands on the 
8t. Croix river in Maine, conflicting with 
Connecticut, this difticulty settled hy Royal 
Commission Nov. 80, 1664 

March 4, 1681,— Grant of Pennsylvania to 
William Penn. 

Nov. 16, 1788.— Governor Trumhull," of 
Connecticut, issued a proclamation wamine 
all persons away from the lands west oi 
Pennsylvania, wtween latitude 41 de^. and 
42 deg. 2 min. north. 

Second Thursday of Oct,, 1786.— The Leg- 
islature of Connecticut offer that part of the 
Reserve, east of the Cuyahoga for sale at 50 
cents an acre. 

Peh. 10, 1788.— State of Connecticut to 
Sam'l Holden Parsons, deed of the Salt 
Spring tract under the ahove resolution— 
covermg about 24,000 acres. Printed in our 
No. 31. 

Nov. 10,1792.— By resolution of the Leg- 
islature of Connecticut, 500,000 acres of land 
from the west end of the Reserve was re- 
leased to her citizens, who suffered by the 
conflagrations of th j enemy during the Rev- 
olution. 

Sept. 2, 1795.— Deeds of the State of 
Connecticut to the negotiators of the Land 
Co., thirty-five (36) in number. 

Sept. 5, 1795.— Deed of the negotiators 
to the members of the Land Company. 
(Original in the Museum of this Society.) 

Sept. 5, 1795.— Deed of trust by the 
members of the Land Company to John 
Morgan, Jonathan Brace, and John Cald- 
well, from whom deeos -were made to the 
owners and purchasers. (Original in this 
Society.) 

Sept. 5, 1795. — Members of the Connec- 
ticut Land Company, in trust, to John Mor- 
gan, John Caldwell, and Jonathan Brace, 
ior the benefit of the Excess Company, all 
lands on the Reserve over 8,500,000 acres, 
(Original in this Society.) 

May 30, 1800.— United States deed to the 
State of Connecticut, a release of all claims 
to the soil of the Western Reserve. 

Besides the above deeds and grants there 
were several written agreements in reference 
to the supposed **Excess," some of which 
are in possession of this society. The pro- 
ceedings connected with tae' purchase of 
1795 are marked by great circumspection. 
Several of the deeds and contracts are on 
parchment, written in a large, plain hand, 



ponderous in form, and prolix in cotaiK>si- 
Mon. 

John Livingston was a competitor with 
the Land Company for the purchase of the 
Western Reserve. He assigned to "William, 
afterwards General, Hull, of Newto^Ti,Miis- 
sachusetts. Hull agreed to withdraw his bid 
if the Land Company would release to tiim 
the exe&js over 8,000,000 of acres, supposed 
to be about half a million, besides the Fire 
Lands. Relating to this arrangement, the 
fallowing papers are among the archives of 
the Western Reserve Histoncal Society : 

First— A contract dated September 5th, 
1795, reciting the contract assigned by Liv- 
ingston. 

Second— An agreement signed by "Wm. 
Hull and Moses Cleaveland, agent of the 
Land Company, April 9th, 1796. 

Third — A bond of Qen. Hull, in relation 
to the expenses of survey, May 2d, 1796. 

There are also among the documents of 
this society the following papers from 
among those secured at Hartford: 

First — The articles of association adopted 
September 5th, 1795. 

Second— Plan of partition agreed upon in 
AOTil, 1796. 

Thmi — A report of the Senate eommit- 
tee on Western Lands, February 17th, 1799, 
which is substantially the same as the one 
made by John Marshall in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, March 21st, 1800, published Id 
the American Archives. 

The Spanish King laid claim to America 
on the basis of discovery, and a grant from 
the successor of St. Peter. This function- 
ary, as the vicegerent of God on earth, af- 
fected the proprietorship of vacant parts of 
the earth, but neither Protestant England 
or Catholic France paid much attention to 
the grants of hia Holiness. Actual or con- 
structive possession, under the law of na- 
tions, was regarded as necessary to a good 
title by such civilized nations, as had not 
been favored by the Pope. Constructive 
possession, was extended over the entire val- 
leys of rivers, the mouths of which were in 
actual occupancy by a recognized power. 
^Then the French established themselves at 
Quebec, on the St. Lawrence, and at New 
Orleans, on the Mississipoi, they secured Id 
this way a recognized claim to a vast coun- 
try, the muldtuae of whose streams dis- 
c^iarged their united volume into tide waters 
atthese pi ace j. 

In 1497 the Cabots, folio wing the impulses 
of Columbus, examined the Atlantic coast 
from Cape Fear to Newfoundland, and 
made discoveries which laid the founda- 
tion of the English claims on this 
continent. Raleigh's attempted settlement 
in North Carolina in 1582, and the pov^er of 
England, confined the Spaniards to redons 
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more to the south, which went by the general 
name of Florida. 

On the 22d of Ausrust, 1606, two compan- 
ies were chartered in England, under the 
name of North and South Virginia, Iq order 
to secure actual possession ef the shores 
which the Cabots had explored, or at least 
had seen from iheir ships. A settlement 
was made in North Virginia, at the Kenne- 
bec or Snake river in Maine, and in South 
Virginia at Jamestown, on the James river, 
in 1007. 

The '^London Company," to whom South 
Virginia was granted, extended from Cape 
Fear to the Potomac. North Virscinia was 
conveyed to the **P1> mouth Company," 
cbvering the Atlantic coast from New- 
foundland to the Hudson, their limits on 
the west being very indefinite. 

A new arrangement of the vacant terri- 
tory was made in 1609. In this grant the 
London Company received **all J;hose lands, 
countries, and territories lying and being in 
that part of America, "called Virginia, 
from the point of land called Cape or 
Point Comfort, all along the sea coast 
to the southward 200 miles, and all that 
space and circuit of land from the sea coast 
of the precinct aforesaid, up into the land 
throughout from sea to sea, west and north- 
west" 

By such ambiguous terms the polony of 
Virginia was described, until after the com- 
promises following the American Revolution. 
On the south the boundary was an east 
and west line, corresponding to^ a parallel of 
latitude at about 34 degrees south; on the 
north by an oblique line starting near Cape 
May, running north 45 deg. west; across 
the east end of Lake Erie through lakes 
Hui-on and Superior, to the Arctic Sea, near 
the mouth of the Mackenzie river. 

Under this grant Virginia claimed Western 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and all the Northwest 
Territory. The Plymouth Company under 
the new arrangement was bounded by par- 
allels of latitude from about 40^eg.to 48 deg. 
north. Its settlement on the Hennebec had 
failed. In 1620, (Nov. 3d,) while the * Til- 
grim Fathers" were seeking a home in the 
New World, the Plymouth Company re- 
ceived a fresh charter, with varied corporate 
powers. Their territory was forever to be 
called "New England." King James gave it 
gratuitously to several of his favorites, saying, 
"The principal effect which we can desire 
or expect of this action, is the conversion or 
reduction of the people in those carts to 
the true worship of God and Christian reli- 
gion." 

In 1630 the Plymouth Company, of which 
Kobert, Earl of Warwick, was president, 
conveyed to him what is known as Connecti- 
cut, and on the 19th ot March, 1632, he con- 



veyed, by the same boundaries, to Viscount 
Say and Seal (or Sele) and to Lord Brook by 
a deed, an unofficial transcript of which is 
here inserted: 

DEED OF ROBERT, BARL OF WARWICK— MARCH 

19, 1632. 
To all people unto whom this present writing 

shall oome, Robert, Earl of Warwick, sendeth 

greeting, in our Lord God everlasting; 

Know Te— that tbe said Robert, Earl of War- 
wick, for divers good causes and coosiderations 
him thereunto movlog, hath \ giveii, granted, 
bargained, sold, enfeoffed, aliened, and con- 
firmed, and by tnese presents doth give,grant, . 
bargain, sell, enfeoff, alien, and confirm, unto 
Rignt Honorable Williano. Viscount Say and 
Seal, the Right Honorable Robert, Lord Brook, 
the Right Honorable Lord Rich,and the Honor- 
able Oiarles Fienner, Esq. , Sir Nathaniel 
Rich, Ejit., Sir Richard Saltohstall, Richard 
Knightly, Esq. , John Pym, Esq. , John Hamp- 
den, Esq. , John Humphrey, Herbert Fellam 
their heu*a and assigns and their associates for- 
ever, all that part of New England in Amer- 
ica which lies and extends itself from a river 
there called Narragansett river, the space of 
forty leases upon a straight line near the sea 
shore cowards the southwest, west and by south, 
or as the coast lieth towards Vir^nia account- 
ins three EngUsh miles to the league, and also 
all and singmar the lands and hereditaments 
whatsoever lying and being within the lands 
aforesaid north and south in latitude and 
breadth and length and longitude of and within 
all the breadth aforesaid throughout the main 
lands there from the Western Ocean to the 
South Idea, and all lands and grounds, place 
and places, soil and woods, grounds, havens, 
ports, creeks and rivers, waters, fishings, and 
hereditaments whatsoever lying within the 
said space, and every part and parcel thereof. 

And also all islands ly in e in America afore- 
said in the said seas, or either of them, on the 
western or eastern coasts or parts of the said 
tracts of land by these presents mentioned, to 
be given, granted, bargained, sold, enfeoffed, 
aliened, and confirmed, also all mines and 
minerals, as well Royal mines of gold and sil- 
ver as other mines and minerals whatsoever in 
the said lands and premises or any part there- 
of, and also the several rivers within the said 
limits by what name or names soever cidled or 
known, and all jurisdiction, rights, Royallies, 
liberties, freedoms, immunities, powers,priv- 
Ueges, franchises, pre-eminences and commod- 
ities whatsoever which the said Robert, Earl 
of Warwick, now hath or had, or might use, 
exercise, or enjoy, in or within any nart or 
parcel thereof, excepting and reserving to his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, the fifth part 
of all gold and silver ore that shall be found 
within the said oremises or any part or parcel 
thereof. To have and to hold the said part of 
New England in America which lies and 
extends and is abutted as aforesaid: and 
the said several rivers and every part and par- 
cel thereof and all the said islands, rivers, 
ports, havens, waters, fishings, mines, minerals, 
jurisdictions, powers, franchise^', noyaltieu, 
liberties, privileges, commodities, heredita- 
ments and premises whatsoever, with the ap- 
■ purtenances unto the said William, Viscount 



Digitized by 



Google 



t'RENCH BOUNDARY. 



Say and Seal, Robert, Lord Brook, Robert, 
Lord Rich, Charles Fienoer, SirNatbaniel Ricb, 
Sir Richard 8altoii8talJ, Richard Knixhtly, 
John P.vm, John Hampden, John Humphiey, 
and Heibert PeUam, their heirs and asBi^ns 
and ttheir associates f orevermore. In witness 
thereof the said Robert, Earl of Warwick, hath 
set his hand and seal this nineteenth day of 
March, in the seventh year of the reign of onr 
Sovereign Lord Charles, by the Grace ot God 
King of England, Scotland, France, and Ire- 
fand, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

Anno Domini 1632. 
Signed, sealed and delivered io the presence of 
• Walter Williams, ) Robert Warwick. 

Thohab ELlwson. \ . [A Seal. ] 

In the course of time it was decided that 
the south line of Ibis ambiguous grant 
should be on the fort^-first (41st) parallel 
north, and the north line, forty-two degrees 
two minutes (42 deg. 2min.), corresponding 
with soutd line of Massachusetts. In 
ibe mountains of Pennsylvania, near Hor- 
nellsville and thence to the southeast, Con- 
necticut and Virarinia came in direct contact 
by the oblique line running northwest from 
Cape May. While the Crown was modify- 
ing the grant to Virginia in 1609, Hendnk 
Hudson, in the name of the '*Dutch West 
India Company," sailed past the island of 
Manhattan up into the]^countiy, as far as the 
"Overslaugh." Another claimant on the 
part of Holland, and a corporation the rival 
of the West India Company of Britain, was 
thus brought into the case. 

In 1613-14, the Dutch established posts at 
New York, and at Albany, claiming trom 
the Delaware to the Connecticut river, under 
the name of "New Netherlands." No Eng- 
lishman was then living in New England. 

The result of this unexpected occupation 
was, that the province of New York event- 
ually interposed, between the present New 
England, aud the extreme western part of 
her grant. Thus the confusion of lines and 
conflicts of jurisdiction multiplied, and 
continued until A. D. 1800. 

On the north and west, there existed 
another distiirbing element, no less formid- 
able than France, a first class rival power 

An abortive attempt at actual settlement 
WHS made by the French at Quebec in 1603, 
before Jamestown, or the Kennebec. The 
next > ear after 1607, Quebec became a per- 
manent settlement. From thence, the 
French pushed westward to Lake Huron in 
1614; to the Ohio in 1670; to the Mississippi 
in 1673, and thence to its mouth, April 9th, 
1682, 

This introduced more new ques- 
t'ons on colonial boundaries. When 
the English and French govern- 
ments were discussing the terms of 
the treaty of Aix-laChapelle, in 1748, they 
labored long to settle upon a western bound- 
ary for the British colonies. 



There was then a line of French forts and 
trading posts, entirely surrounding the Cng- 
llsh settlements. At the ocean, there was 
one on the Bay of Fundy, another on the 
Connecticut river l>elow Long Falls, called 
Fort Coha8sett;on Lake Champlain, Crown 
Point; Forts Niagara and Oswego, on Lake 
Ontario; Forts Erie and Presque Isle, (at 
Erie, Pa.,) on Lak'»Erie; Fort Le Beuf, on 
the head waters of French creek; Fort Ve- 
nango, on the Alleghany, at Franklin, Pa.; 
and Fort Du Quesne, at the forks of the 
Ohio. 

The French hegotiators insisted upon the 
Alleghany mounttdns as their boundary, as 
far north as the Susquehanna river, thence 
to Fort Cohassett on the Connecticut, and to 
the Kennebec river in Maine. 

England admitted the line of the Alle- 
ghany mountains from the sources of the 
Appalachicola river as far north as the forks 
of the Ohio» thence up the Alleghany nver 
to the lakes ana the St. Lawrence, though 
she held claims through the Iroquoia, to 
territory west of this line; (New York Colo- 
nial Documents— Palairet's Description, p. 
59). Had either ot these propositions been 
accepted, Ohio would have formed no part 
of New England, or of Virginia. 

The two nations soon became involved 
in a , war in the new world, on this 
very suhject,and when in 1760 England was 
victorious, she immediately prohibited all 
settlements west of the Alleghanies. 

This severe and unpopular proceeding, was 
based upon the theory that her title be- 
yond the heads of the Atlantic rivers was 
defective, until the date of the conquest from 
France; and therefore all previous grants 
were restricted by the French boundary. 
Great Britain, in order to conciliate the In- 
dians, decided to give up the valley of the 
Ohio to the barbarians, and to guarantee 
them against intrusion. 

But the Virginians paid little attention to 
the proclamation cf 1760. Many of them 
had been through the country as traders, 
prisoners, or soldiers. They had seen the 
surprising luxiu*iance of its soil, and had en- 
joyed the moderate climate which character- 
izes this region. They held large numbers 
of warrants, which the Colony had issued to 
her troops engaged in the late French war. 
As to the Indian, they neither feared him or 
cared for his rights. Squatter-sovereignty 
was triumphant,even over British authority, 
until after the Revolution; when Great 
Britain lost all power in the West. In this 
way the colonies, when the war of 1775 
broke out, extended their limits to the west- 
ward without restraint. 

About a century before this time the Prov- 
ince of New York, had been thrust in among 
the old grants in the following manner: 
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In 1664 Charles 11., of England, paying no 
attention to the Royal grants of 1624, ceded 
to his brother James, Duke of York, the 
country known as *'New Netherlands," then 
occupied by the Dutch. New Nether- 
lands purported to extend along the coast 
from the Delaware, • to the Con- 
necticut rivers. To this prospective 
Province, the King gave the name of New 
York, and sent an English fleet to conquer 
it. When the Dutch war terminated m 1674 
and possession was secured, a new patent was 
issued to the Duke of York, who set up a 
government under it. A copy of this grant 
may be seen in vol. 3, p. 235, New York 
Colonial History. 

Like the other old deeds and patents, the 
boundary is so indefinite, that it led to disputes 
which were not settled for an hundred years. 
New York claimed an indefinite expansion 
westward even inio the valley of the Ohio. 
In the grants to the Peans the colony ot 
Pennsylvania was intended to be definite on 
the west, but this intention was not so clear- 
ly expressed as to preclude controversy. 
The expressions used mierht mean a straight 
line in longitude five (5) decrees west of the 
Delaware river pr a crooked line of the fig- 
ure of the river, as laid down on the early 
maps, bringing the Pennsylvania line nearly 
to the Cuyahoga river. Without any authority 
or right whatever, Indian traders from Penn- 
sylvania, spread tljamselves beyond every 
part of this* line over the entire State of 
Ohio. 

Virginia interposed by torce to limit 
Pennsylvania on the west, and was making 
good her possession, when the Revolution 
turned the attention of the Colonies, from 
their local quairels to their common oppres- 
sions by the Crown. As the Revolution 
ended in a new government, the present line 
between Ohio and Pennsylvania was agreed 
upon as a compromise, in accordance "vrith 
the jpatriotic temper of the times. Thomas 
Hutchins, John Ewing, and Andrew Ellicott 
began the survey in 1785. In 1786 it was 
completed by Andrew Porter and Alexander 
McClean. fSee American Archives, Vols. 
10 and 11.] 

This line being settled, the State of Con- 
necticut passed resolutions, providing for the 
sale of lands on the Western Reserve. 

The first lands disposed of by the State 
were sold under the recommendation of 
Captam Jonathan Heart, of Harmar-s bat- 
talion of United States troops. The journal 
and many letters of Captain^ Heart are in the 
archives of this society. He had been an 
.officer in the Revolutionary army of the 
Connecticut Line. When appointed a cap- 
tain of the Connecticut quota under Lieut. 
Colonel Harmar, he was a citizen of Berlin, 
near Hartford. His company was raised, and 



commenced its match for Fort Pitt in Sep- 
tember, 1785. In 1787 he was ordered up 
the Allegheny river, to build a fort at the 
mouth of French creek, where were the re- 
mains of the old French Fort Venango. 

During the summer he had command of 
the troops which were detailed as a guard to 
the surveyors under Thomas Hutchins, on 
the surveys of the seven Ranges next 
south of the Reserve. He was killed 
at St. Clair's defeat in November, 1791. 
His journal and letters show, that in 1788 he 
made an exploration by way of the Big 
Beaver river up the Mahoning, across 
to the Cuyahoga at the old portage, 
near Akron, and thence down the 
river to its mouth. Here he located a 
quarter of a township on the east side, 
where the city of Cleveland was laid out ten 
years later. By his representations. Gener- 
al Parsons and a number of his triends in 
the east, formed a company, or partnership, 
to purchase lands on the Reserve, east of the 
Cuyahoga, under the terms of the resolu- 
tions of 1786. In her negotiations with the 
United States, Connecticut was more tena- 
cious of her claims west of Pennsylvania, 
because she had lost the Susquehanna claim 
around Wyoming, under an arbitration pio- 
vided for by the Confederate Conarress in 
1783. 

Though somewhat out of place, I intro- 
duce here extracts from Heart's letters, which, 
taken in connection with the statements of 
Mr. Case, explain the doings of the first 
Land Company. The death of General Par- 
sons put an end to further operations. 

Fort Pitt, Dec. 25, 1789. 
Major William Judd, Farmingtdn, Conn. : 

Dear Sir: The papers have no doubt 
before this announced the death of your 
most respectable friend. General Parsons. 
He left me at the Salt Springs (Weathers- 
field, Trumbull co., Ohio), to return to 
Fort Pitt, and meet me at Conncaut, on 
Lake Erie. 

As he was in commission for negotiating 
a purchase of the Western Reserve, ana as 
his papers are lost, and he had often con- 
sulted with me on the subject, I enclose you 
the oopy of a letter to him, which he was 
pleased to consider of importance. 

You well know our worthy friend, and 
however some might retort and say he had 
his vie^s, I am able to declare that he was 
using every exertion to bring about an ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian claims. 

By agreement v^ih him, I hdVe made the 
necessary minutes for laying down the out- 
lines of the Connecticut Reserve, and as he 
is no more, I cannot through his hands, ob- 
tain the expected compensation. 

It is almost three months since I have seen 
Mrs. Heart, who is attheMuskingum,having 
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been during that time in the woods, and re- I 
turned here two days ago, and leave for 
Muskingum to-morrow. Major Wyllys 
passed h^re a few days before I arrived. 

Dec. 26. — P. 8. As it rains I cannot go 
till to-morrow. Many promising prospects 
to the proprietors of the Springs, are lost by 
the death of our friend. You know I am not 
interested in the Springs, though I am in the 
lands. I believe I will transmit ycu the 
map of the Reserve, and trust its fate with 
the full assurance that you will do the best 
in yevLT power for aav interest. I have not 
time to write brother Jack, or other brothers. 

Fort Harmar, Jan. 6, 1790. 

Dbar Sir: The death of General Par- 
sons, who went with me as far as the salt 
springs, and left me wUh a design to return 
to Fort Pitt, make some an*an^ement43 
and meet me at Conneaut, has made great 
derangemeiits in the Connecticut Iteserve, 
and in the Ohio Company, as well as in his 
family affairs. It is a great misfortune to 
the State, as it will be diflacult for another 
Commissioner to take up the arrangements, 
where he left them. As nis papers are 
lost, manv of his desi^s will not be found. 
Much will depend on the appointment ot 
his successor, and I wish you may obtain it. 
It is extraordinary that Gen. Parsons, a few 
days before he left me, was particularly 
communicative. His conduct indicated a 
full expectation that be should not put a 
finishing stroke to the business. He ap- 
peared to wish to communicate the general 
system to me, but the business I was partic- 
ularly attending to, and the expectation of 
finding him' on Lake Erie, prevented my en- 
tering <io fully in every point into his views 
as I wish I had done. 

I am told that |2,000,has been appropri- 
ated for surveying the lands, and that $1,000 
is already expended, out I am confident there 
is not a survey made, and no minutes from 
which a map of the tract can be made ex- 
cept mine. 

Fort Harmar, Jan'y 12, 1790. 

Sir: I have but just returned from a most 
fatiguing march up the waters of the Beaver, 
across to the head waters of the Cuyahoga, 
and down that river to the lake. From 
thence we went along Lake Erie to Conne- 
aut, to Fort Franklin, (mouth of French 
Creek, Pa.,) down the Alleghany and down 
the Ohio to this place. In this march that 
severe and ever to be lamented misfortune, 
the death of General Parsons, happened. I 
am this moment again embarking for a like 
expedition down the Ohio, and have scarce- 
ly time to write. I have mentioned the im- 
portance of having a proper person appoint- 
ed surveyor of the Connecticut claim. 

Falls of the Omo, Jan*y 27, 1790. 
I wrote you from Fort Pitt, and also from 



the Muskingum, but have been so constant- 
ly driven from one post to another that I 
have not had time to arrange my thoughts. 
We left Muskingum, (Fort Harmar,) about 
Nov. 20; went up the waters of the Beaver, 
across to the Cuyahoga, down it and around 
to the Pennsylvania line; from there went 
across to the waters of the Alleghany to Fort 
Pitt, and thence to this place, which Is 620 
miles from Fort Pitt. I am waiting here a 
few days to proceed with Major Doughty 
down the Ohio. The officer who forwards 
this goes to-morrow morning. I have not had 
time to lay down the surveys of the Connec- 
ticut Reserve, or plats of the valuable tracts 
I located in accordance with the agreement 
between Oliver Wolcott and General Par- 
sons. , (Jenend Parsons had not time to 
transact the business himself, and I was to 
locate one-fourth of a township on the Cuy- 
ahoga m the first and second township from 
the LaRe. I have located a tract at the 
moatb of the Cuyahoga, be^nning at a 
point on the bank of Lake Ene, four miles 
east of low water mark, where the Cuyahoga 
enters the lake, thence south until a line 
drawn due west to the Cuyahoga at low 
water and down it to the lake, and along 
the lake to the point of beginning, 
shall coiitain said quantity ot one- 
quarter of a township, and will trans- 
mit a plat as soon as possible. I have also 
located a tract in the second township, if 
the mouth of the Cuyahoga should be' dis- 
posed of. Have also located eight other 
tracts at least equal if not better than the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga, but the situation 
of that induces me to recommend it. If he 
hesitates in complying with* the agreement I 
should advise my friends to make the pur- 
chase. It embraces a fine tract and a beau- 
tiful situation for a town. The line may be 
extended further east and south to ^ontain 
more land. The other tracts are valuable 
for the richness of 'the soil. 

With respect to the salt springs, they are 
worth working, and I should advise a settle- 
ment of a few families there.. I do not know 
how your bargain stands. You and General 
Butler are I think proprietors, and General , 
Parsons. Whether his papers are in such a 
situation that he may not be cheated out of 
it, I am in doubt. 

I am so much pleased with the couHtiy 
that I would gladly turrfthe whole of my 
property that way, and become one of a 
company, provided the lands aie granted in 
such a manner that a man can know where 
the tracts are he purchases. I expect next 
sprihg to take another march into the same 
country. Jonathan Heart. 

Extracts from the pamphlets , of Chief 
Justice Marshall and of Mr. Vinton, which 
lie at the foundation of the history of our 
titles, may be givem hereafter. 
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Since the pubiication of opr paper No. 9, 
in February, 1872, on the subject of inscrip- 
tions on stone, purporting to be ancient, and 
to represent aipbabetical characters of the 
era of the mound builders, other such stones 
have made their appearance. Tbe supply 
ap|)eari to be fully equal to the demand. 
When ihe Arab Uborers in the excayalions 
at Jerusalem ascertain wbnt relics the explo"* 
rers want, it is not long before they make 
their appearance. In England, there was, 
not long since, a manufacturer of ancient 
flint arrow points, some of them purporting 
to be of the era of the glacial drift. The 
workmen in the gravel pits of Abbeville, 
and above there in the valley of the Somme, 
to Amiens, have been accused of fabricatiDsr 
relics to match those of Bouchcr-de^Perthes, 
found in the diluvium. 

Id the United States durin&r tbe past half 
century,arch8eotogists have felt an intense in- 
terest in the question, whether the mouud 
builders had a written language. Of course, 
anything resembling letters, purporting to 
come from an ancient mound, excited uni- 
versal attention, and imitators soon made 
their appearance. I propose to notice more 
ftQly 1 ban heretofore, the efforts of this genus 
to solve the question of an ancient alphabet 
in North America. 

I do not imagine that exposure will put an 
end to their operations, so long as there are 
persons disposed to encourage them. 
Archaeology has no^ passed from the field 
of mystery and conjecture, to that of observea 
facts, constituting a ficience. However it 
may be with exuberant theorists, thorough 
students do not wish to be deceived. They 
are not prepared to receive suspicious relics 
merely because they are wonderful, or sus- 
tain their own predilections. A recent 
occturence abroad,' has given both a ludi- 
erous and a serious aspect, to the matter of 



spurious inscriptions here. In 1847, nearly 
thirty years since, E. George Squier, the 
leading archseologisl of the United States, 
after a critical examiuaiion of the Grave 
Creek stone, pronounced it to be a modem 
fabrication. 

Professor Daniel Wilson, whose reputa- 
tian is we 1 established in Europe and 
America, came to the same conclusion. In 
1859, Dr. E. H Davis, of Ohio, a life-leng 
student of our relics, sustained the views of 
Mr. Squier. All these opinions hive been 
widely published in the United States. The 
arcbseclogists of Europe interested in Amer- 
ican antiquities, held a Congress at Nancy,in 
France,in July,1875. A dissertation upon this 
stone was received and publishei in their 
proceedings. The writer seems to have 
convinced the Congress that the inscription 
is genuine, and was made in letters of the 
ancient Canaanites, to ^ hich reforence is 
made Delow. At the same meeting a copy 
of another stone, purpotting to haVe been 
exhumed from a mound in Licking county, 
Ohio, was presented a^d published, but was 
received with great doubt by the Congress. 

On this the characters are partly Heorew, 
very imperfectly reproduced, and in part a 
resemblance to some forms of Syriac and 
Armenian. 

I bow give a list of all the engraved stones 
in the United States which I have seen, or 
of which there are copies accessible tome, 
for which there have been advocates in fa- 
vor of their genuineness, and of their lin- 
guistic value. 

First— From the Grave Creek mound, of 
which there will be found below six copies, 
all different and all purporting to be fac- 
similes. 

Second — Characters engraved upon a quartz 
ax, sketched by Dr.G. J. Farish for Professor 
Wilson, who regards them as genuine. Dia- 
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covets by Dr. Faiisb Dear the ocean beach, 
at Yarirouth Bay, Nova Scotia. (Not en- 
graved.) 

Third— A grooved stone ax or maul, first 
descnbed bv the late Dr. John Evans, of 
Pemberton, New Jersey, reproduced by Dr. 
Wilson in his **Prehiston3 Mhd," page 412. 
Engravinffs of this tool and its inscriptions 
are given "below. 

Fourth— The "Holy Stone" of David 
Wyrick, purporting to have been exhumed 
by him from the central deprfssion of an 
ancient circle of earth, near Newark, Lick- 
ing, county, Ohio, June 28th, 1860, now uni- 
versaily regarded as spurious. On this the 
characters are Hebrew, of the twelfth cen- 
tuiy, and are ea<«ily read. (Not reproduced 
here). 

Fifth — An epitome of the Ten Com- 
mandments in the same Hebrew, with an 
efilgy of Moses; taken by Mr. Wyrick from 
the base of the great stone mound near Jack- 
town, Licking county, O., in November, 
1860. (Spurious, like No. 4, and not repro- 
duced). 

Sixth— A stone similar in shape to the 
Holy Stone, represented to have been taken 
from a mound in Licking county, O., by 
David M. Johnson, of Coshocton, O., in 
1867, delivered to N. Roe Bradner, M. D., 
of Philadelphia, and endorsed by the late 
Dr. Samuel Barlow. (Not reproduced here). 

This purports to have been found in a 
human skull, taken from the same mound 
as the Ten Commandments. 

Seventh — A grooved stone ax, or maul, 
sen!; me in 1874 from Butler county, Ohio, 
about the size of the Pemberton ax, covered 
with English letters so rude and fresh as to 
deceive no one versed in antiquities. The 
puiport of this inscription is that in 1689 
Captain H. Arsill passed there, and secreted 
two bundred bags of gold near a spring. 
(Not engraved.) 

Eighth — A stone purporting to have been 
plowed up on the eastern shore of Grand 
Traverse Bay, Micmgan. An imperfect 
cast ol this stone is among the collections of 
the State of Michigan at the Cenienniai Ex- 
hibition. The original is in the cabinet of 
the Kent County Institute, Grand Rapids. 
Michigan; trom which by tbe kindness of 
M. L. Cofflnbuiy, Esq , one of the Curators, 
I have obtained a photograph. 

An enslaving of this copy will be found 
below. It is imperfectly executed, probably 
with a knife, and evidently of recent make, 
in which Greek, Bardic, and ficiitious lttter3 
are jumbled together without oider. 

Ninth— In 1875, a stone maul was discov- 
ered in an ancient mine pit near Lake Desor, 
Isle Royal, Lake Superior, on which were 
cut several lines that were at first regarded 
as letters. 



The Hon. S. W. Hill, of Marshalville, 
Mich., who superintended the excavations, 
has given me a des<;:ription of this stone and 
its surroundings, with a drawing Tvhicb I 
give in its proper rlace. 

It is evident there was here no attempt at 
an alphabet. I plac it in this list merely as 
a matter of interest to arch8eologists,aDd with 
a view to present every ancient thing, wbich 
has even a remote resemb'ance to engraved 
characters. 

COPY OP THE GRAVE CREEK STONE NO. 1. 

BY CAPTAIN EASTMAN, UNITED STATES ARMY. 




Captain Seth Eastman was a graduate and 
teacher of drawing at West Point. He was 
an accomplished draughtsman and painter 
detailed by the War Department to furnish 
the illustrations for *' Schoolcraft's Indian 
Tribes," published by the Government. 
This copy was made in his official capacity, 
with the stone before him, and therefore 
takes the lirst rank as authority. There are 
between the lines, twenty-two charticters, 
but one is repeated three times and another 
twice, leaving only twenty. The figure be- 
low, if It has any significance, is undoubtedly 
pictorial. 

COPY NO. 2 — FROM THE AMERICAN PIONEER, 
MAY. 1843. 
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JobB S. Williams, editor of the Pioneer. 
The sixth and seventh characters from the 
left in the second line are apparently so 
joined aj to represent one. 

In that case the number of letters is (19) 
nineteen. The second letter from the left 
in the third 'ine is so different from Captain 
Eastman's that no person would give them 
the same interpretation. 

COPY NO. 3 — USED BY MONSIEUR JO- 
MAKD AT PARIS, 1843. 




From this copy M. Jomard considered the 
letters to be Lybian, a language derived 
from the Phonecian. At the right of the 
upper line, one is omitted, and another bears 
no resemblance to the original. The fifth 
character of the second line is equally de- 
fective and objectionable. The second, 
fifth and sixth of the lower line are little 
better. In the rude profile of a human face 
beneath, an eye has been introduced, and the 
slender cojs lines attached to it have as- 
sumed the proportions of a dagger or sword. 
For the linsruist or ethnologist this copy is 
entirely worthless. 

COPY NO. 4 — SENT TO PROFESSOR RAPN, CO- 
PENHAGEN, 1843. 




Tills is sj imperfect and has so many ad- 
ditionsjihat it is little better than a burlesque 
upon the ongmal. No one will be surprised 



that the learned Danish antiquarian could 
find in it no resemblance to the Runic, with 
which he was thoroughly familiar. 



/V^ffiSE^ 






COPY NO. 6. — PROFESSOR DANIEL WILSON'S 
PRE-HISTORIC MAN, PAGE 409. 

This purports to be from an impression of 
the stone in wax. The differences from 
Captain Eastman's are similar to those of 
the American Pioneer, No. 2. Something 
like- an eye, a compressed mouth, and a 
pointed nose, give it an aspect materially dif- 
ferent from either Nos. 1 or 2.— number of 
separate characters (19) nineteen. Professor 
Wilson IS not a believer in the genuineness 
of the inscription. 

GRAVE CREEK STONE — NO. 6, ^ 




The above is the copy used by Monsieur 
Levy Biog, at the Congress of Nancy 
(Compte Rendu Tome 1, p. 218). 

In the upper line letters 3 and 4, number- 
ing from the left, are jciued together, in a 
manner not seen in any of the other copies. 

In the second line, letters 6 and 7 are sep- 
arated, which in the original are joined. 

No. 2 of the tdird line is so much dis- 
torted that it cannot be regarded as a copy, 
and No. 6 is little more accurate. 

The horizontal line below the cross is a 
fabrication, introduced here tor the first 
time. 

The number of sinde characters, not 
counting repetitions, is nineteen. 

Mons. Bing states that * 'after different 
coDLbinations of the twenty-three letters I 
obtain the following result, that is, eight (8) 
Canaanite words, having complete sense; 
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forming a pbrase which corresponds admira- 
hly with the symbol below the Inscription." 

**Tbi8 symbol is a naked sword horizontally 
directed toward an arc, and supported upon 
the human head imperfectly designed, which 
reposes u».on two lone arms." 

*'Thi8 must represent the idea ot Sover- 
eimty and Conquest." 

In Roman characters, M. Ring's twenty- 
three Canaanite letters represent only nine, 
which he marshals into the eight words as 
follows: AT— TTGD— TTL-NGT— LGA 
— HDQ— AQQ. The translati in of which 
is *'What thou sayest, thou dost im- 
pose it, thou shlnest in impetu- 
ous elan, and rapid chamois;" '*but 
in better French:" **Thy orders are laws, 
thou Shi nest in thy impetuous elan, and 
rapid as the cbamois." Monsieur Bins: then 
adds: **I not only sustain but justify the au- 
thenticity of the tweniy-three Canaanite or 
Phonecian letteis. composing the eight 
words of the Grave Creek inscription." 
Nothing can be more positive. 

In a cote on page 224 he adds: **This in** 
scriptioa tif ust be of the third or second cen- 
tury before C»irist, and the work of a Pbo- 
necian, having resided in Greece a long 
tiiiAC; where the Ptionecians themselves 
were accustomed to write their own lan- 
guage from left to right." 

H. Bing is the author of a Canaanite Dic- 
tionary, in French, to which he has devoted 
a large portion of his life. He regards the 
old LLebiew as derived from the language of 
ancient Canaan. Nearly all writers who 
have discussed this reHc, find- some resem- 
blance in it to the Phonecian. 

In 1857, Monsieur Maurice Schwab made 
the first effort as a translator of this legend, 
in the Review Archssoiogrique, for February 
of that year. His rendering is as follows: 
** The Chief of Emigration who reached 
these places (or this island), has fixed these 
statutes f jrever." 

M. Sch^vab was followed by M. Oppert, 
according to whom it reads thus: *' The 

Sra^e of one who was assassinated nere. 
Lay God to revenge him strike bis mur- 
derer, cutting off the hand of his existence." 
This may not in the closicg line be cor- 
rectly translated from the French, but I 
have endeavored to make it literal, at the 
expense of sense and grammar. 

Mr. Schoolcraft was a believer in the 
genuineness of ihemscriptior, relying upon 
the statements of Mr. Tomlinson the 
owner, and of Dr. Clemens, of Wheeling, 
both made in 1838. Mr. Schoolcraft gives 
the following analysis of what he regards as 
twenty-two separate characters on th s stone: 
There are in Gieek, 4; Etruscan, 4; North 
Runic, 5; anc ent Gaelic, 6; Old Erse, 7; 
Phonecian, 10; Old British, 16. These 



languages have letters in common. There 
are characters which are found in March's 
Icelandic grammar, and also several which 
Dr. Piatt, in his history of Staffordshire, 
England, has shown to be on the ancient 
British ** stick books." 

This was the mode of making records 
on square sticks of wood, in the days of the 
Druids. Their written or sculptured lan- 
euage was a modified Celtic, of which there 
are specimens, discovered m Wales. 
Three of the Grave Creek characters, have 
been tnougbt to form part of the inscription 
on Dignton Rock, Rhode Island, and three 
in the Norse Runic at Eingitorsoak, in 
Greenland, bearing date A. D. 1032. No 
one in this country has ventured upon a 
translation. of any of the various copies now 
before the public. 

Mr. Schoolcraft, who accepted the en- 
graving as ancient, and therefore genuine, 
was inclined to regard it as having some 
connection with the emigration of Madoo 
from Wales, in the 13th century, A. D. 
Monsieur Goppert's translation, to a limited 
extent, harmonizes with this theory. The 
aire of trees growing upon the mound, indi- 
cated the 12th century, as the r>eriod of its 
abandonment by the mound builders. It is 
evident, however, they had been in occupa- 
tion many centuries before that time. If Ma- 
doc's fleet, and his followers, reached Amer- 
ica, and the valley of the Ohio, they found 
a numerous population already occupying 
the valley of the Mississippi. Though few 
in number, and soon absorbed or destroyed 
by the native race, they could not have for- 
ebtten their language, or th^ir mode of 
inakine: records, by ** stick books." But ao- 
m tting such speculations to have some 
value, they bring no help to the theory that 
the mound builders had a written language. 
If they had, they were in possession of 
abundant means to perpetuate It. In their 
mounds there are numerous plates and arti- 
cles of copper, hhell and polished slate, on 
which they would certainly have engraved 
letters, if they hpd them. Their language, 
both oral and written, must have been m 
use over large tracts of country, and if put 
in the form of words, they must have been 
similar, in all the region extendin&r from the 
Gulf ot Mexico to Lake Superior.' 

The Hon. E. George Squier was the first 
to call in question the authenticity of this 
notorious stone, which he did in the second 
volume of the Transactions of the American 
Ethnological Society. His reasons in general 
are,that it being conceded not to be pictorial 
or hieroglypbical, it belongs to some of the 
ancient and numerous alphabets of which 
the Phonecian is the early type. Therefore 
the mound builders had a written language, 
or this inscription is of European origin. 
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The latter is within the scope of a possibiU 
ity. Some sturdy Celt may have crossed 
the ocean and found his way to the Ohio 
and become a chie/, over whose remeius 
they raised a sepulchral mound. But the 
first question is whether it is authentic. Dr. 
Clemens, in his first account of the opening: 
of the mound, makes no mention of this 
stone. The object of the opening was gain 
to the proi»rietor. The owner may himself 
have been imposed upon. It has no aualo&ry 
to other inscriptions in North America, pur- 
porting to be ancient. Such are the prin::!- 
pal difficulties that occurred to Mr. Squier. 

On the other side, in addition to the 
statements of Mr. Tomtinson and Dr. Clem< 
ens, 1 have a letter from Mr. J. E Wharton, 
now of Portsmouth, O., dated May 20th, 
1876, in which he states that he was pres- 
ent in 1888 while the mound was being 
opened. The substance of his letter is that 
he saw Messrs. Clemens and Tomlinson at 
the time, and they were in the adit, which 
was being driven at the base of the mound. 

After several wheelbarrow-loads of earth 
had been brought from the vault at the 
center, in which were bones, beads, mica 
pipes, etc., among them a small oval stone 
was discovered, a little more than an inch 
by an inch and oneha^f across, on which 
were three rows of Phonecian letters, but 
some are partial Runic, and he concludes 
by sayine: **I know there could have been 
no desception." 

Mr. Tomlinson, in a letter to the Ameri- 
can Pioneer, received in May, 1843, states 
that it came from the upper vault about two 
(2) feet from a skeleton. 

None of these gentlemen profess to have 
Keen the stone imbedded in tne undisturbed 
earih of the mound. It was first seen by 
them on the barrows ot shoveled earth, as 
the workmen brought them out alone the 
adit. 

No one questions the sincerity of their be- 
lief that it is of the age of the mound itself, 
but none of them state, or can state, that he 
saw the stone in its place. Both myself and 
the late Israel Dille, of Newark, O. , saw the 
first of Wvrick's ** Holy Stones" in his 
hands, at the place where he said he un** 
covered it, within an hour after he said it 
wasfound,and while it was still partially en- 
crusted with earth. It wap seen the same af^ 
ternoon by the Rev. Mr. McCarthy, who 
read the incription, and by a number of 
other citizens of Newark, including the late 
Dr. J. N. Wilson, all of whom then believed 
it CO be ancient, and have so stated. They 
conceived Wyrick to be incapable of such a 
fraud. But when his second find occurred 
in November of the same year, embracing 
the ten commandments written in the same 



character,they began tobe suspicious. Dr. 
Nichols, who was present, charged him 
with deception at the time. After his death 
proofs were found, showing that all the in- 
criptions were made by him with great labor 
from an old Hebrew Bible in his possession. 
Since that time a party in the same reeion 
has confessed to the fabrication of more in- 
scribed stonep, which may account 
for the appearance of those which 
came into the possession of Messrs. Barlow 
and Bradner. 

If the Grave Creek find was free from sus- , 
picion as to its integrity, it has undergone 
so many mutations from transcribers and 
translators, tbat its value to ethnologists is 
gone. Before it can be used for scientific 
purposes, by those who confide in its genu- 
ineness they must establish its authenticity. 
It will not be sufficient for them to assuine 
this, and call upon those who dissent to 
prove the contrary. The best authorities in 
the United Stat^es have condemned it during 
many years. The prepohderances of proof 
as well as of probabilities are dec.'dedly 
against it. 

FAC-SIMILB OP ANOTHER ENGRAVED STONE 
PURPORTING TO BE FROM THE GRAJE CREEK 
M0X7ND. 



"tz^ 



On this tl^ere is but one figure that, ap- 
proaches the form of a letter, as represented 
on the larger stone from the same mound. 
It is inserted with a view to present in this 
paper everything witnin my reach that bears 
upon the subject of ancient alphabetical 
characters. 

THE NEW JERSEY STONE AX ACCORDING TO 
WILSON — ONE-THIRD OP NATURE. 
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These characters are cut in the groove and 
on the blade, as represented above. They 
ate neither Runic, Sv^andinaviaa, nor Auulo- 
Saxon. It was first described by Dr. John 
Evans, of Pemberton, N. J.» near where it 
was found, prior to 1869. Dr. E. H Davis 
who saw the stone, does not regard the in- 
scnption as ancient. The characters had 
been retouched before he saw them. 

The chaiacters inserted below are of the 
size of nature. 

CHABACTBBS ON THE PBMBEBTON AX — SIZE 
OP NATURE. 




No one competent to judge of the ant'qui- 
ty of these figures raw tbe stoaes until after 
they were injured, by recent scraping and 
cutting. The most singular feature of the 
characters, lies in a remote re!?embiance to 
those on the Moabiie stone. The right band 
one in the upper group, if bottom end up- 



ward, might represent the-K of the North- 
men. Those parallel lines at the extreme 
right of the hlade, are common in the picto- 
rial inscriptions of the red men. They may 
be seen ori the "Turkey Foot" rock at the 
Maumee rapids; on the Newark inscriptions 
copied by Dr. Sslisbuiy, and on the stone 
naul from Isle Royal, described by Mr. 
Hill. 

STONE liAUL PROM ISLE ROYAL 3^ LINBLAR. 

In the fall of 1874, Mr. Hi 1 was engaged In 
'clearing out an ancient mine-pit near Lake 
Desor, on 1p1? Royal, of Lake Supeirior. 
Among the stone mauls, wh«ch are al- 
ways found in thf" works of the ancient 
copper miners of Lake Superior, was one 
on which were marks, which at first view 
were thought to re£embl<i letters. 




Its weight is four pounds, length seven 
inches, and its mineral composition is a 
tousrh biuxl variety of trap, known on Lake 
Superior as ** greenstone." 

Mr. Hill states that he took it from a depth 
of twelve feet below the surface. It is 
bruised at both ends by use, but is without 
a groove around the middle, such as are 
found on most of the mauls of these ancient 
miners. They may have held the groovele83 
oneb in the hand, or may hive fastened them 
in a wooden handle. Many otbers were 
found in this pit. Trees of the usual size 
grow over the' works, which are of the 
era of the mounds. The markings on this 
maul have no significance as alphabetical 
characters. 
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FAC SIMILE OF THB STONE FBOM GBAND 
TBAVBRSBBAY, MICH. 

This cut is inserted as a preveation against 
its being made the basis of dissertations at 
borne and abroad. 

The stone is sand rock, half an inch 
thick, with both faces flat, and the edges the 
result of natural cleavage. In tex- 
ture it is of medium grain, rather 
gritty, and not very hard. The 
color is pale reddish brown, inclined 
to gray, owing to the presence of oxide of 
iron. Under a magnifier the engraving ap- 

Sears fresh and recent, as though it had been 
one with a knife, in the hands of one who 
is far from an expert. The arrangement of 
the supposed signs or letters is confused 
and tbe characters lack individuality. It is 
not easy to determine which was iLtended 
to be tbe upper side. 

Looking over the evidence as it now 
stands, it may be safely affirmed, as it was 
twenty years since by Mr. Glidden, thai 
when the Spaniards overran America there 
was not in the United State3, nor had tbere 
been, any wr tten or engraved alphabets in 
use. J^othing has as yet been discovered 



that is in advance of the usual pictorial Or 
hieroglyphic mode of making records. The 
ancient Aztec characters found by Hum- 
boldt engraved upon an ax of Jade, or 
chalcedony, in Mexico, were not letters but 
symbols. These are found in vanous de- 
grees of perfection all over North America, 
even amon&r the lowest and rudest people. 

A mere collection of letters from various 
languages is not ah alphabet. Words cannot 
be formed or ideas communicated in that 
wav. When a people adopt tbe alphabet- 
ical signs ot another they adopt the general 
style of the characters, and more often the 
characters in detail. Such signs had al- 
ready an arrapffement into syllables and 
words which had a known significance. A 
jumble of letters from a variety of nations 
bears interaal evidence, tbat the author did 
not have an intelligent meaning to convey 
to others, and did not comprehend the lan- 
guages from which the letters were selected. 

In the case of the Grave Creek stone the 
various and contradictory attempts to ex- 
tract a meaniDs: from it,sbow that it belongs 
to no rational record of events, and Is 
therefore not vet brought within the scope 
of historical inscriptions. 
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D6couverte8 et fitablissements des Fran- 
cais dans TOuest et dans le Sud de TAm^r- 
iqne, Septentrionale, 1614-1754. 

M^moires et Documents Originaux recue- 
illis et publics par Pierre Margry, Premidre 
partie, 1614-1684. Paris, 1875. 

The great West was, until a comparatively 
late period, under the dominion of France. 
Frenchmen made the first discoveries. Many 
years ago they made settlements, traded, and 
occupied the country until, with the capture 
of Quebec in 1760, all the Western posts 
were surrendered to Great Britain. It is 
therf to France that we must look for its 
early history. It is only within a few years 
that extensive researches have l:een made in 
that cDuntry. ^ne State of New Yorlc 
expended a very large sum to pub- 
lish in eleven immense quarto vol- 
umes documents of especial interest in 
that State. For the history of New En- 
gland, New Jersey, and Louisiana other in- 
vestigations have been made. A quiet gen- 
tleman of Paris, M. Pierre Margry, long 
connected with the Department of the Ma- 
rine, has devoted many years to gathering 
what V70uld illustrate the" foreign history of 
France, especially in America. He has al- 
ready rendered this country great service in 
ttie investigations already referred to. His 
manuscripts, yet unpublished, were care- 
fully collected from all parts of France and 
are unique. The knowledge of these 
treasures could not but make their publica- 
tion much desired. Were it not for the 
"Boston fire" this would have been 
done by private hands, but that con- 
flagration destroying sueh hopes, Congress 
came to the rescue and appropriated a sum, 
not too large, in the purchase of copies to 
encourage the publication of such portions 
as relate to our own country. 



This plan of publication originated with 
the Historical Society at Cleveland and was 
warmly seconded by Mr. Parkman and by 
other societies and historical scholars 
throughout the country. 

The first of the nine volumes is indeed 
full of interest. The materials for the early 
French history in this country are in socae 
respects very full and in others very scanty. 
The Jesuits were powerful in the New 
World and their Relations were regularly 
transmitted to the mother country. Biit 
the Jesuits were not all the colony nor 
were all the discoveries made under 
their auspices, though they apparently 
desired tbat it should be so. La Salle was 
the first discoverer of the Ohio, the first to 
trace the Mississippi to the sea. The French 
rested their claim to the erreat West mainly 
upon these facts, and to-day his portrait 
adorns the Capitol at Washington as one of 
the four great discoverers of America. But 
he is hardly mentioned in these Relations. 
M. Margry has done more than any other to 
recover the history of La Salle. The hand- 
some volume before us is ornamented with 
his portrait as he appeared in his younger 
days, with lone curls and the dress of a man 
of the world. There is, however, a determin- 
ation in the tace and a restless, dreamy look 
to the eves as if the portrait was not an un- 
likely one for the man >^ho, in spite of the 
opposition of all, could penetrate alone vast 
countries, could give his fortune to discov- 
ery, and persist with such force of will 
that he should be slain by his own men in a 
pathless wilderness, thousands of miles from 
even the settlements of his own countrymen 
in tne Western world. 

The earlier papers in the volume relate to 
the Recollets— the '^flrst missionaries of the 
West and South, in North America." They 
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were professedly poor and plain. They hast- 
ened to the new land and established a con- 
vent at Quebec and posts at other places. The 
Jesuits came over after, partly on their invi- 
tation, and in the end very decidedly turned 
them out of Canada. The second, and larcer 
paper, is a memoir desiring relief for them 
from the obstacles placed in their way by 
the Jesuits, and the Government of Canada 
controlled by that order. There seems to 
have been danger that in a few years there 
would not be a Recohet in Canada. This 
strife between the religious sects deserves a 
paper of its own. The Jesuits, at first, cer- 
taiiily very devout and self-sacrificing men, 
and sometimes martyrs, were too devoted to 
the success of their order, and the Colo- 
nial Governmeat was hampered by 
them. The Government at home 
opposed them secretly and not openly. 
Recollets were meant to be encouraged to 
oflEset them The Count de Frontenac in 
his letters wrote earnestly against them in 
cipher, praising them in other parts of the 
same letter which might fall under their 
eyes. In a later paper from him in this 
volume are presented his views with much 
earnestness and in plain Freoch. He 
sketches their power and possessions, their 
hostility to the Recollets, and accuses them 
of a want of fidelity to the King. **This 
general animosity against all the most faith- 
ful servants of the King shows well enough 
their designs." '*They would not allow the 
Recollets," says he, '*to hear coofession or 
administer sacrament." He had charged 
them in a previous letter with 
caring more for beavers than for 
souls. *'Theyhad opposed," says Fron- 
tenac, *'the sale of brandy to the Indians, 
without which the fur trade could not be 
successful and now even opposed the sale of 
wine, to place a new yoke on the people." 
It was common knowledge that they took 
directly or indirectly the management of 
everything, and used for that purpose a pow- 
erful espionage. They did not teach the 
Indians French lest they should become 
friends of the civil power. A vocabulary 
for Indian use defined equal '* the Black 
Robe (Jesuit priest) is equal to Onontio (In- 
dian name for the Governor of Canada)." 
They told other savages that they were the 
masters of Onontio. And in truth they do 
not seem in saying that to have very" vio- 
lently stretched the truth. 

Two papers present a li ^ely picture of the 
commercial strife with the Dutch for the 
trade ot the Indians. The Iroquois had killed 
the beaver south of the lakes and were get- 
ting them from the North and Northwest 
and selling ihem at Albany and at better 
prices than the French had paid. The whole 
volume shows the projects for extension of 



Western and Southern trade by the unknown 
river Ohio and the unknown nver Missis- 
sippi, even to the *'Mer Vermeio," Gulf of 
California, and in other directions. Such 
were the motives held forth to the Eling for 
such expeditions as were made by La Salle, 
though La Salle himself seems to have been 
actuated by an innate love of adventure and 
discovery such as very few men have ever 
bad. 

Page 170, Lake Erie is mentioned in 1671 
as called by the savages "Tecbaronkion." 

Temperance men will find in the volume 
an interesting discussion concerning the 
sale of brandy to the Indians, and the views 
of various persons are presented much in 
the manner of witnesses in a Congressional 
commission, with the usual diversity of opin- 
ion. 

There appear the **Details of the voyage 
of Louis JoUiel," who visited in 1678 the 
Mississippi, having departed from Quebec by 
order of Frontenac to discover the South 
Sea. His map is mentioned, which we hope 
M. Margry will publish. 

The interest of the volume centers in La 
Salle. Although in a very early day he dis- 
covered the Ohio, but little has been known, 
or in fact is now, of the particulars. I pur- 
posely omit discussion of this journey. In 
this volume appears much history of La 
balle, his plans, expenses, drafts 
upon his family and friends, how 
he built upon Lake Ontario 
and planned to build upon Lake Erie and 
further west; how he built on the Niagara 
river, on the river St. Joseph in the south- 
west part of Michigan,and away within the 
wilds of Illinois, among the tribe of that 
name, the fourth fortrCrevecoeur. An in- 
teresting memoir is that of a friend of the 
Abbe de Gallinle relating, from the infor- 
mation of La Salle himself, the particulars of 
his journey with the Abbe, including 
accounts of the Indian tribes and their 
manners. In 1669 Gallin6e, Do1lier,and La 
Salle left Montreal to seek the Ohio known 
by report. They turned toward its source, 
but the Iroquois dissuaded the two pnests 
from the journey, much to the dissatisfaction 
of La Salle, and tbe party turned to the north 
of Lake Erie. The report of Abbe GalUn6e 
of this journey is also in this volume. From 
it we extract but a single word, Paouitiko- 
ungraentaouak, the Algonkin name for the 
Chippeways. The feelings of La Salle were 
with the "feecollets. They were first; the 
Jesuits came after (sa>s the memoir), and 
the Recollets gave them half their house. 
The Jesuits shortly got the other half and 
the Recollets had hard work to get it back. 
The Jesuits were established in Quebec, 
'* where they are absolute masters" 
L*Evesque(the Governor) was their creature 
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and V70uld do nothing without them. La 
Salle complains that the Jesuits sought to 
control trade. One Indian said that **whea 
the Black Robes were among us we wor- 
shipped God, but when there were no more 
beavers we see them no more." The Jesuits 
disliked La Salle very much. Frontenac in 
this volume (page 823) says "their design, as 
it appeared in the end^was to set a trap 
whichever path I took, or to derange every- 
thing, to place the country m disorder 
from which they would not hesitate to 
profit, and to ruin M. de la Salle," **He 
has become the object of their envy and 
aversion." This enmity wa-^ no doubt much 
prompted by their pious zeal. They had 
made discoveries. Their map of Lake Su- 
perior of 1671 was almost wonderful They 
were searching for the Mississippi ,and their 
schemes of power, wealth, and dominion, 
for their order in the great valley of North 
America, m&y have been as grand and mag 
nificent as those of La Salle for his King. 

The paper lets us into such lively views of 
the times as are not given in ordinary his- 
tory, and we see how, after all, love of gain, 
love of power, and jealousy of others in- 
fluenced histor)' in such solitu'^es as would 
seem to be tree from such disturbing ele- 
ments if any freedom could be found. 

The most valuable paper of the volume is 
called a **Relation of the Discoveries and 
Travels of Sir de la Salle, Lord and Gov- 
ernor of Fort Frontenac, beyond the great 
lakes of New France, made by order of M, 
Colbert, 1679-80-81." It is a narrative cov- 
ering 150 pages of the events of those years, 
and probably the official report made after 
the return of La Salle to Montreal. In 1677 
La Salle .was in France. He was already 
famous and of influence. His scheme was 
vast. He wanted to penetrate to the great 
valley of our continent and lay there the 
foundation of powerful colonics "in a 
country temperate in climate, rich and fer- 
tile, and capable of a grand commerce." 
Such hold of the continent would betaken 
that, at the next war with Spain, France 
could oust her m North America. 
In the commencement of 1679 he built the 
Griffin, the first vessel navigating Lake 
Ene, meeiing some opposition from the 
Iroquois, but less because ihat nation 
was at war beyond Lake Erie. The 
early part of the story is well known from 
other sources,but *he narrative of La Salle's 
travels after he left Fort Crfevecoeur and 
parted with the expedition td the North has 
never been told so completely as here. We 
wish we could present the whole paper to 
our English readers, but we cannot follow 
in detail the straight, business-like story of 
adventure, travel, description of countries 
and Indian nations, contests, diplomacy, 



discouragements and perseverance. The 
Iroquois traveled from their homes in Ne"' 
York all through the West, and it was dan- 
gerous to take sides or not to. They were 
then fighting the Illinois and the Miamis. 
First living south of Lake Ontario, the best 
armed and' most warlike tribe in America, 
they defeated and exterminated (says 
our memoir) all their neighbors. 
They bore their arms to the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, to the North Sea, in 
Florida, and even beyond the river Missis- 
sippi. They have (says the writer) in thir- 
ty years destroyed over 600,000 liyes, and 
made desert most of the country round the 
great lakes. 

" La Salle had expected the Griffin vnth sup- 
plies for his journey down the river. He 
never saw the vessel again. She was lost, 
he believed by treachery, and he must 
return for succor. Early in 1680 he 
reached St. Joseph. He found two men 
whom he h"d sent around the lake, but 
they did not find the Griffin. Arrived at 
length at Niagara, he found he had also 
lost a ship with supplies from France. He 
reached Montreal, May 6th, 1680 His cred- 
itors had siezed his property and 
his resources seemed entirely wasted. 
On his return to Frontenac he 
learned by letter from Tonty that his men 
left at Crevecoeur had deserted after de- 
str >ying;the fort, carrying away what proper- 
ty they could and destroying the balance. 
They destroyed Fort St. Joseph and also 
seized La Salle's property at Niagara. He 
was not disheartened. He started to succor 
Tonty and save if he could the vessel build- 
ing on the Illinois with which he meant to 
descend to the sea. November 4th, 1680, he 
reached the mouth of the St. Joseph. The 
Iroquois had fought the Illinois, and as he 
approached Crevecoeur there were only 
scenes of death and devastation. When he 
reached that post he found it silent; the 
planks of his vessel were there and on one 
of them was written, "Nous sommes tons 
savages ce 19 A — , 1680" — we are all sav- 
ages. Was it prophetic that he had named 
the fort Crevecoeur (Broken Heart). The 
romantic interest of the relation is here at 
its height,but La Salle does not stop to dwell 
upon the picture. His first thought was, 
did the A mean Aout or Avril, August or 
April. He wished to find the faithiul 
Tonty. Tonty*s fate appears part- 
ly in this relation and partly in 
his subsequent memoir in ' this 
volume. Not the Jesuits alone regarded La 
Salle with jealousy. The Iroquois were not 
without reason fearful that the Western 
tribes would be irmed against them with fire- 
arms and other assistance, -and that a great 
trade in the West would draw from iheir 
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own profits with the Dutch andEDglish. 
While Tonty was absent the desertion had 
taken place. After he returned be was cap- 
tured by the Iroquois. 

In May, 1681, after unsuccessful search 
and haid labors, building up Indian succors 
and strength. La Salle left the fort on the St. 
Joseph for Michilimackinac, where he found 
Tonty and Father Membr^. They returned 
to Frontenac, and this paper is the relation 
to that time. 

Of his new, wonderful resurrection of 
recourses and eventual success we do not 
speak, althoufi:h a new and brief relation of 
it from information of his brother is also in 
this volume. 

The resolute will and wonderful power of 
La Salle appear nowhere so strongly as in 
the narrative we have quoted. There seems 
almost a direct triumph of will over eveiy 
opposition, of mind over matter. This is 
tbe fullest, most explicit and valuable ac- 
count of this series ot expeditions. Bv 
whom was it committed to writing? Evi- 
dently by some one fully informed and from 
notes made day by day, with dates as 
in a diary. This, as well as the expedition 
of 1682, wherein he descended tbe Missis- 
sippi, were made under the commission of 
1678, wherein the King was graciously 
pleased to permit La Salle to discover these 
new lands provided he did it at his own ex- 
pense. Tbe ofScial report of the last expedi- 
tion was made by Father Zenobe Membr6. 
a Recollet. See La Salle's memoir to 
Seignelay, in Falconer's Misdissippi and 
Oregon, which leaves it almost doubtful 
whether La Salle did not mean to say that 
Membre wrote ibe official report of all his 
expeditions under the leave of 1678. Mem- 
bre was with La Salle in the first one, and 
it seems probable that he drew this report. 
It ends with the embarkation of La Salle 
on Lake Ontario for Montreal, tbe last 
of Augu.«tt, 1681,and then adds the hope that 
the end of the year 1682 will find the dis- 
covery of the mouth of the Mississippi 
made. 

Some parts of the report relating to those 
parts of the journey where Hennepin was 
present bear a striking resemblance to his 
first book, published in 1684. I translate, 
for instance, from page 440. The two re- 
ports are word for word tbe same, except 
where differences are marked, this report as 
1, and Hennepin as 2. 

'*The Sieur de La Salle could not build a 
barque at Fort de Frontenac beeause of a 
portage of two leagues at the great fall of 
Niagara, without which one could sail in a 
large vessel to Fort Frontenac to the bottom 
of Lake (Illinois, 1) (Dauphin, 2) by the lakes 
which are with reason called fresh water 
seas. The great river of St. La^ rence takes 



its origin from several great lakes, among 
wiuch are five of an extraordinary size, and 
which are badly laid down in tbe printed 
maps. These lakes are (1. Lake Superior, 
the Lake of the Illinois, the Lake of the Ha- 
rons, the Lal^e Erie, the Lake Frontenac); 
(2. the first Lake de Cond6, or Tracy, 
second. Lake Dauphin or of the Illinois, 
the third, Lake of Orlc^ms or of the Hu- 
rons, fourth. Lake de Conty or Erie, and 
fifth, Lake Ontario named'^de Frontenac.) 
They are all of fresh water and very good 
to drink, abounding in fish and surround- 
ed by fertile land^. With the exception 
of the first, navigation is easy in sum- 
mer even for large vessels, but difficult in 
winter because of the strons: winds which 
blow there.'* I might continue the parallel 
at some length. The account of Hennepin's 
journejr among the Sioux bears a similar ver- 
bal similarity. On page 478 of this volume 
appears the beginning of that part trans- 
lated by Mr. Shea in his Discovery 
of the Mississiopi, and continuins^ 
for four or five pagei. Hennepin, 
however, calls tbe Mississippi "Colbert." 
By very far the larger part of tbe report 
bears no resemblance to Hennepin. Hen- 
nepin was not above copying the report had 
be wished to do so for his book. Much of 
his second book was cooled from tbe sup- 
pressed Le Clercq. Still I cannot but think 
that those parts of the paper which have 
much resemblance to Hennepin bear his 
mark. His egotism and desire for promi- 
nence are apparent. 

**The Father Louis Hennepin offered him- 
self to make this journey" (to the Sioux,) 
''to commence acquaintance with nations 
among whom he had thought he would 
go soon to establish himself in preach- 
ing the faith. " 

Page 440. The carpenters are said to have 
been sent to Niagara under the charge of 
La Motte and Father Louis Hennepin. In 
other accounts it is said La Motte bad 
charge. 

Page 444 The carpenters would have 
been frightened away by the Senecas if La 
Salle and Father Louis had not taken pains to 
reassure them. There are examples of the 
vanity characteristic of Hennepin's book 
quicltly noticed by anyone wlio has read 
Mr, Shea's excellent bibliographical sketch of 
that work. The differences are suggestive. 
In Hennepin the account is occasionally en- 
larged by introduction of other matter as 
it by afterthought. The forms of the names 
of the lakes bear the stamp of the wilder- 
ness Superior, of the Ulinois, of the Hurons. 
Erie, in Hennepin called in compliment 
to Frenchmen, de Conde or Tracy, 
Dauphin, d'Orleans, de Conty. 

Hennepin's own name is in this paper 
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Henpin, while La Salle m his letters calls 
him Hempin. Henpin was not unlikely the 
crinnal, euphonised by speech into Hempin 
and by himself to the more musical Hen- 
nepin. 

At the time this relation was made Henne- 
pin bad returned from his captivity, and he 
probably furnished his repoit in writing, 
used by his brother Recollet in a friendly 
spirit. He very lively met La Salle himself, 
who writes, in August, to a friend in France, 
that Hennepin was about to go to France; 
that he would not hesitate to exaggerate; 
*4tis his character," and he speaks '*nearer 
what he wishes than what he does/' I 
doubt not the report of Hennepin was quite 
cut short in this paper; in fact,it so appears. 

Following this relation is the recital from 
Nicholas de la Salle of the discovery of the 
mouth of our great river, in 1682, and the 
return to Quebec. Next is a general rela- 
tion of the enterprises of La Salle from 1678 
to 1683 made by Tontv, whose nickname, 
**Main de fer," — hancf of iron — reminds 
one of the knights of old while his heait was 
as stout and trusty as his hand — a real 
hand of iron, by the way, found by more 
than one Indian to i^ive a very heavy blow. 
Tonty was successively commander at Ni- 
agara, Crevecoeur and Fort St. Louis, and 
desc ended the Mississippi with LaSalle. The 
contents of these 600 pa^es cannot be made 
known in a review. Their value consists 
mainly in the more complete variety and 
perfect knowledge which they give of these 
great enterprises of which we had some pre- 
vious knowledge. Their apparent value in- 
creases by comparison with less authentic 
and particular accounts. LaSalle is by all 
means the most prominent figure in interior 
discovery. We have indicated how vast his 
plans. His life was loisiantic, his death 



traffic. In later times claims to large terri- 
tories were made under his discover les. The 
French claimed ui der that right even the 
Oliio and the forts at Pittsburg and Erie, 
wrested from them by the English. Still 
later the population, French by extraction, 
leaned to the United States in the Revolu- 
tionary war and made easy such occupation 
and control as ^ve the United States tl e 
Northwest Territory. In still later times, 
when our Northwestern boundary was dis- 
puted, La Salle's doings were discussed as if 
on them turned the fate of vast territory. 

We say then that we feel under great ob- 
ligation to M. Margry who, with patriotic 
care, has collected and preserved 
much valuable matter; and we werj 
before this publication much indebted 
for the liberal use of his treasures he has 
permitted to Americans. While it has given 
the public a foretaste of his riches, it has 
stimulated that patriotic zeal which makes 
the student of history desire access to the 
original authorities, so that he can see for 
himself the original and life-like records of 
the times. The English reader cannot better 
estimate the value of this volume than to 
see how often in the Discovery of the Great 
West these unpublished treasures have been 
to Mr. Parkman his best and frequently his 
only guide. The early maps which accom- 
pany these and other relations have not been 
vet published. We hope M. Marsry may 
be able to furnish them. Some of the early 
manuscript maps are vastly in advance of 
those published. On seeing them, one has 
a profound respect for the discoverers, 
somewhat, it must be confessed, at the 
expense of the early geographers. 

Some of the best and clearest evidences of 
what was done and known, arise^from the 
maps. ' 
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' Daring the ))reseiit year the Sopreme 
Court of the United States has rendered 8 
judgment for about $50,000 on a claim 
which originated nearly one hundred years 
ago. 

The facts of the case well illustrate the 
history of western dominion and are inter- 
esting in the patriotism and long suffering 
of its hero. 

At the breaking out of the Revolutionary 
war the colony of Virginia claimed jurisdic- 
tion of Kentucky and the country north- 
west of the Ohio. The border settlers had 
had much trouble with the Indians. Thi» 
had quieted, but the British contem- 
plated such arming and use of their savage 
allies as threatened the destruction of alJ 
settlers west of the mountains. Ma 
jor (afterwards General) George Rog 
ers Clark liyed in Kentucky and 
was the most able and eminent 
of the early heroes of the West. In 1776, 
he visited Virginia to meet the Legislature 
He was too late, but he got the powder he 
wanted of the Governor (Patrick Henry) 
and the Executive Council. This wai^ 
brought to Kentucky by way of Pittsburgh 
The next two years were full of border 
depredations. Clark saw that the western 



British forts must be captured, and in Jan- 
uary, 1778, he was instructed by his State 
to attack Kaskaskia, in the southwestern 
part of what is now the State of Illinois. 

He captured Kaskaskia, Cahokia and 
Vincennes. These were old French town» 
surrendered with Quebec to the British in 
1760. They were, by the way, in ** Illinoi9 
county," Virginia, that State having pro- 
vided that all its citizens who were or should 
be settled "on the western side of the Ohio" 
should be mcluded in a distinct county, 
which shall be called Illinois county. St. 
Louis, at that time, was an old town gov- 
erned by Spain. 

The hero of our law suit. Col. Francis 
Vieo, was a Spanish merchant there, who 
had a hearty sympathy with the Americans, 
and visited Clark at Kaskaskia 

Col. Claik had received a communication 
from Capt. Helms, whom he had left in 
command at Vincennes, statin&r that he was 
destitute Clark could not send supplies, 
but he reqaefeted Vigo to go and procure 
them of the French inhabitants there, to 
whom he was well-known. In the mean- 
time Vincennes had been recaptured by 
the British and Indians, so that Vigo was 
taken prisoner. Though a Spanish subject, 
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lie was suspected of having too warm an in- 
terest in the American cause, and was told 
he might depart on condition he would not 
do anythiof^ daring the war injurious to the 
British. He finally pledged himself to do 
nothing on his way to St. Louts. He kept 
his promise sacredly, but immediately left 
8t. Louis for Kaskaskia and gave Col. 
Clark full information of Vincennes. 

The French inhabitants of that place 
might be expected to favor the expedition. 
^a fact the inhabitants of Kaskaskia had 
themselves raised the American flag. But 
dark was needy. The statement of facts 
in the case shows that " the soldiers were in 
a state of almost entire destitution, bein^ 
without clothing or m^ans of subdstance *' 
They had the colonial money of Virginia. 
But the French had a very healthy dislike of 
an unconvertible currency, and would not 
take it. Clark would perhaps have been 
helpless, bu!i Vigo cashed hi 4 drafts on the 
agent of Virginia at Kew Orleins. Vigo 
eeems to have felt a very hearty sympathy 
with America, and to have thoroughly com- 
mitted himself and his fortune to the is me. 
fie advanced some $12,000, in those days a 
large sum. The draft, which was the basis 
of the suit, was dated December 4th, 1778, 
and was for $8,716 40 

O J the 5th of Februiry following Clark, 
with one hundred and seventy men, started 
for Vincennes I cannot follow the details 
of the campaiga, called in the opinion of 
the Supreme Court, one of the most ro- 
mantic of the West down te this day. 

No statement of the sufferiugs of these 
hardy men could be more effective than the 
simple daily record of the officers. We 
make but few extracts : 

18th (February 1779) ** spent day and 
night in the water to no purpose, for there 
was not one foot of dry Und to be found *' 

19sh.— "Col. Clark sent two men in the 
canoe down to meet the batteau with orders 
to come on day and night, that beins our 
last hope, and we starving, many of the 
men much Cist down, pirticularly the vol- 
unteers. No provision of any sort now two 
days." 

20th. — "Camp very quiet, but hungry. 
Sjme almost in despair. Made canoes " 

21st.— "Army over, but no dry Und. Rain 
all this day, no provisions." 

22d.— "CoL Clark encourages his men, 
which gave them great spirits. Marched 
on in the water. Those that were weak 
and famished from so much fatigue went in 
the canoes. We came one league farther 
to some sugar camps, where we stayed all 
night Heard the evening and morning 
guns from the fort. Nj provisions yet. 
Lord help us." 

Next day they waded over Horse Shoe 
Plain, about four miles long, all covered 
with water bre tst high, when they caught a 
man hunting ducks. Qovernor Hamilton, 
commander at St. Vincents, had off'ered re- 



wards for American scalps, and Clark was 
not disposed to grant many *' honors." 

He sent a letter r>v the duck-hunter to 
the inhabitants, desiring them to remain in 
their houses, as he was determined to take 
the post that night Those that "are friends 
to the King wUl instantly repair to the 
fort and join the Hair Buyer General ^and 
fi^ht like men." Clark's little army occu- 
pied the town that night, and there was 
some fighting. 

Next morning he " ordered " Hamilton 
to surrender in terms so expressive of the 
in tense feeling engendered by the Indian 
atrocities that I reproduce it : 

" Sib : In order to save yourself from the 
impending storm that now threatens you I 
order you immediately to surrender your- 
self with all your garrison, stores, etc., etc. 
For if I am obliged to storm you may de- 
pend on such treatment as is justly due to 
a murderer. Beware of destroying stores 
of any kind, or any papers or letters that 
are in your possession, for, by Heavens, if 
you do, there shall bs no mercy shown 
you." 

After further engagement Hamilton pro- 
posed a truce, which was declined and he 
surrendered at once. 

The immense cinsequences of this brief 
campaign, with few men and small means, 
are pot easily realized It gave the 
Americans possession of the main posts 
in the west, south of Detroit. When 
peace was made in 1783 with Great 
Britain, that nation desired the Ohio 
as a boundary, and many Americans would 
have favored such a concession, but the 
United States was in actual possession of 
the territory, and continued so. 

But our hero. Colonel Vigo, waits with 
his draft upon New Orleans. It was not 
paid, and at the close of the war constituted 
a claim agaiost the State of Virginia. 

The Congress of the Confederation, Sep- 
tember 6th, 1780, considered it "advisable 
to press upon those States which can re- 
move the embarrassments repecting the 
Western country a liberal surrender of a 
portion of their territorial claims, si ace they 
cannot be possessed entire without endan- 
gering the stability of the general Confed- 
eracy," and it ^as "earnestly recommended 
to those States who have claims to the 
Western country to pass such laws, and 
give their delegates in Congress such powers 
as miy effectually remove the only obstacle 
to a final ratification of the articles of Con- 
federation." 

On the 20 ih of October, 1783, Virginia 
passed an act authorizing a conveyance, 
which was made on the Ist of March, i784, 
by Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur 
Lee and James Monroe, then delegates 
from that State. One of the conditions was 
"that the necessary and reasonable expenses 
incurred by this State in subduing British 
posts or maintaining forts and garrisons 
within and for the defense, or in acquiring 
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any part of the territory so ceded or relin- 
quished, shall be fnlly reimbursed by the 
United States." 

Several acts were passed in reference to 
claims, but no claims were to be allowed 
which had not been allowed by Virginia 
prior to the 24th of September, 1788. 

Colonel Yigo's claim does not appear to 
have been presented to Virginia prior to 
that date, nor to the Uaited States within 
the not long time fixed for presentation. He 
lived clear upon the frontier and perhaps 
did not know the need of it 

In one of the papers in the case, General 
Gratiot relates that his father, having 
claims against Virginia, went to New Or- 
leans, thence to Havana, thence to North 
Carolina aod Richmond as being safer than 
a more direct j '^uroey. He was engaged 
two or three years in getting his pay, and 
but for strong friends must have been a 
ruined man. He received but little money, 
negroes and tobacco at a high price, and a 
quantity of land esteemed not worth look- 
ing after. On returning to the Illinois 
country, Gratiot's report caused the other 
creditors to lose heart. 

The western commissioners, in 1783, by 
their views, would not make claims very 
valuable. It was their opinion that bilu 
drawn on the treasury of Vir<inia ought to 
be paid off according to the Illinois scale of 
depreciation, by which they were estimated 
at a small per cent. 

In Clark's accounts in evidence, he cred- 
its in January, 1778, $1,143, 15 for £1,200, 
Virginia currency; in May 1779, $4,000, 
for £9,400 Virginia currency. 

Vigo's bills were included in Clark's ac- 
counts, and a round allowance was made 
b]r the United States to Virginia of half a 
million dollars. 

Colonel Francis Vigo was born in Mon- 
dovi, in the kingdom of Sardinia, in 1747. 
At an early age he enlisted in a Spanish 
regiment and accompanied it to 
New Orleans. There he left the army and 
engaged in the Indian trade, settling a few 
vears after in St. Liuis. He is said to have 
been there connected in business with the 
Governor of Upper Loasiana. So essential 
was his help to Clark that Judge Law in his 
History of Vinoennes, says the whole credit 
of the conquest belonged to two men, Gen. 
George Rogers Clark and Colonel Francis 
Vigo. 

Besides the losses already mentioned, 
Vigo had taken Clark's depreciated cur- 
rency, which became valueless. Vigo set- 
tled in Vineennes, much crippled by his 
patriotic efforts, and continued there to see 
the forest he had rescued grow into a great 
country. 

He continued comparatively poor. He 
seems to have led a pure, patriotic life and 



been much respected for his integrity, good 
character, and sense. The original papers 
on file in the suit, says the attornev for the 
claimants, show that he possessed the es- 
teem and confidence of General Knox, the 
then Secretary of War, General AnUiony 
Wayne, and General Harrison, and that he 
subsequently performed valuable services 
to this country. As late as 1811, General 
Clark wrote him in the warmest terms of 
friendship and favorable mention is made 
of the services he rendered <o his 
adopted country by Judge Marshal in his 
Life of Washington, (voL 3, p 566), and by 
Generdl Clark himself in his letter to 
Thomas Jefierson, (Jefferson's works, voL 1, 
p 453). Judge Burnett, in his notes on the 
Northwestern Territory, says Vigo volun- 
tarily surrendered his property for the sup> 
port of the regiment. 

At the hearing was produced a letter of 
General Harrison, who says in 1834 he had 
known him thirty-nine years, and for thir- 
teen jears, while Governor* of Indiana, 
lived m the same town with him and on 
terms of the most intimate friendship. He 
declared Vigo " utterly incapable of mis- 
representation, however great hie interest," 
and that he was confident there "were more 
respectable persons in Indiana who would 
become the guarantors of his integrity th<ui 
could be induced to for any other person." 
"His whole life, as long as his circum- 
stances were prosperous, was spent in acts 
of kindness, and benevolence to individuals 
and his public spirit and attachment to the 
institutions of our country were prover- 
bial." 

Vigo continued to reside in Indiana 
until his death at Terre Haute, March 22, 
1836. 

His claim was, from time to time, pre- 
sented to Congress. Judge Burnett himself 
had it in charge for a while. Seven times 
the House Committee reported in favor of 
it, and twice bills for its payment passed 
that House. In the Senate bills were re- 
ported providiogfor its payment. 

Finally, in 1872 an act passed both 
Houses referring it to the Court of Claims, in 
which court Archibald McKee aod others, 
as his heirs, commenced their proceeding 
upon the claim. In 1873 the court found 
in their favor. The United States 
took the case to the Supreme Court, which 
in May, 1876, decided in favor of the claim- 
ants for the oriii;inal amount, with interest 
from 1778 at five per cent, per annum, the 
interest, at that rate, being several times 
the principal. 

I am indebted to D. W. Middleton, Esq., 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, and to W. Penn 
Clarke, Esq., counsel for the plaintiffs, for 
the copies of arguments, facts and testimony 
in the case. 
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Memoranda and Notes by the late Alfred T. Goodman. 



Among the papers of our late secretary 
are many unnnisbed articles on various his- 
torical and biograpbical subjects. Tbey all 
bear tbe marks of bis capacity in gatbering 
materials of tbis kind, and, incomplete as 
they are, possess too much value to be lost. 
With so much industry and a memory that 
aeemed to retain everything that be read, 
bad bis lite been spared there is no part of 
our local and personal history which he 
would not in process of time have made per- 
fect in all its details. We shall publish 
occasionally from these fragments, a portion 
of which are presented here: 

First— Tbe bison or buffalo on the Ohio, 

Second— Statements of General George 
Sanderson, Lancaster, O., April, 1870. War 
of 1812. 

Third— Major Amos Stoddard, killed at 
Port Meigs. 

Fourth — (General Harrison at Cleveland,©., 
1812. 



On tbe Blvon and Bnllalo In Oltlo. 

Fort Harmab, Nov. 9, 1789. 
GeLeral Harmar to General Thomas Mif - 
flm, writes that he is about to move to Fort 
Washington, opposite mouth of Licking, 
and in describing tbe neighborhood says 
that buJBfalo are in abundance. 

FoBT Washington, Feb. 25, 1790, 
Harmar to Jonathan Williams, Philadel- 
phia, (extract)— **Buffalo, vcQison, turkeys, 
nsh, of uncommon size (when the season 
arrives), we have in the greatest abund- 
ance." 

Fort Washington, March 1, 1790. 
Harmar to Daniel Clymer, of Reading, 
Pa.,invitinehim to visit the West, says- 
*'We can anord you buffalo and venison in 
abundance." 

Dennv's Journal, October 4th, 1787— 
"Passea over a great deal of poor land, par- 
ticolarly near the Great Lick, (presumed to 



be in Indiana) which is not far distant from 
the road. When within a few miles of the 
Lick our hunters had leave to go ahead. 
Presently we heard the report of both their 
guns, and m a few minutes five buffaloes 
made their appearance,bearing furiously tch* 
ward the bead of the column. When with- 
in fif tv paces the men in front were per- 
mittea *o fire. This turned the heads of the 
animals; they passed along and received the 
fire of the whole line. Those only were shot 
down near the rear, where they approached 
within twenty paces." 

Bison were found by James Smith in 
Southern Ohio in 1750. 1746— Seen by Gen- 
eral Croghan near Lake Ene. 1772— Rev. 
D. Jones found them on the Scioto and at 
the mouth of the Great Guyandotte. M. de 
Vandreuil, in a memoir on Canada, 1687— 
'*Buff aloes abound on the south shore of 
Lake Erie, but not on the north." 

Ninety leagues up the Miami nver at a 
place called La Glaise, n[>efiance, O.) buffa- 
loes are always found. They were observed 
**to wallow in the mud and eat the dirt" 

Charlevoix writing in 1721, under date of 
June 1st, at Long Point on Lake Erie,8ays *'I 
know that on the south side of the lake there 
are vast herds of wild cattle." 

1787, March 27th. "Some of the hunters 
brought into the fort a buffalo that was 
* eighteen hands high and weighed one thou- 
sand pounds." Journal Sergeant John 
Bruck, Fort Harmar. 

The same year a company from Fort 
Harmar left for Yincennes,- on their return 
to the Falls of Ohio. Under date of Octo- 
ber 4tb, Sergeant Bruck says: <*On our 
march to-day we came across five buffaloes. 
They tried to force a passage through our 
column. The General ordered the men to fire 
on them; three were killed and the others 
wounded." 

In a letter of Thomas Morehead, of Zane»« 
ville, Ohio, dated Februarv 18th, 1868, he 
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says: ''Captain James Ross, who has re<^ 
sided I ere nfty*'fiye years, says that Ebeii'* 
ezer and James Ryan often talked with him 
of having killed buffaloes on the branch of 
WHl's creek, which still is called ''Buffalo 
Pork," twenty miles east of Zanesville." 

Dr. S. P. Hildreth, of Marietta, O., in a 
letter dated February 26th, 1868, says: "1 
came to Marietta in 1806, and have seen 
many of the old inhabitants who have killed 
them (buffaloes) and eaten their flesh. Near 
the vicinity of Salt Springs their paths 
or roads were very distinct and plain after I 
came to Ohio, ana to this day, on the hills 
there are large patches of ground, destitute 
of bushes and trees, where they used to 
congregate to stamp off the flies, digging 
the surface into deep hollows, called ''Buf- 
falo Stamps." 

Albert Gallatin, when a young man sur- 
veying in West Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
observed buffaloes. He says: "In mv time, 
1784-5, they (buffaloes) were abundant on 
the south side of the Ohio, joining the ereat 
and little Kanawha. I have during eight 
months lived principally on their flesh." 

As he describes the buffalo "tracks" or 
roads leading from the buffalo pasture- 

§ round in Ohio to the Onondaga Lake, a 
istance of over 200 miles. 

Filson mentions the buffalo aa an inhab- 
itant of Kentucky in 1784. 

HARMAR TO KNOX. 

Nov. 24, 1787. 
"We arrived on the 7th of October at the 
rapids of the Ohio. The distance from Fort 
Ymcennes is about 180 miles. We saw no 
Indians or signs of Indians. We had an 
action with five buffaloes, who would have 
run through the column bad they not been 
prevented by the men facing and firing a 
volley at them. They killed three of them," 

HARMAR TO MICHAEL HILLSOAB, N. Y. 

Fort Harmar, Apnl 80, 178&. 
Dear Sir: I had the pleasure of receiving 
your letter by Captain Bradford, and now 
send you some more of the buffalo wool of a 
superior quality to the former. In the 
months of February and March is the time 
the wool is in proper season. I am appre- 
hensive what wao at first sent will not answer 
your purpose. But few buffalo are filled 
in the vicinity of Muskingum. * ♦ ♦ * 
lam, &c., Jos. Harmar. 

The last buffalo were killed in Ohio at 
Jackson county, in 1802, by a man ^bo was 
living in 1888. ' Their paths or roads were 
then visible on the waters of Salt creek. 



Statement of Oeneml Ctoorse Sander- 
»on, or I^aiicaeter, O. 

Abril, 1870. 
I was bom at Carlisle, Cumberland coun- 
ty. Pa., January 10th, 1789, and removed to 
Kentucky with my parents in 1797. In 
1800 we came to Ohio, and settled at Lan- 
caster. 

DEATH OF TECUMSEH. 

At the battle of the Thames 1 commanded 
a company of Ohio Volunteers raised in 
Fairfield county. My command numbered 
142 men. I remember Tecumseh. I saw 
him a number of times previous to the war. 
He was a man of huge frame, powerfully 
built, and was about six feet two inches in 
heieht. I saw his body on the Thames 
field before it was cold. Whether Colonel 
Johnson killed him or not I cannot say. 
During the battle all was smioke, noise, and 
confusion. Indeed, I never heard anyone 
speak 01 Colonel Johnson^s having killed 
Tecumseh until years afterward. 

Johnson was a brave man and was badly 
wounded in the battle in a very painful part 
— ^his knuckles, and also,I think,in his body. 
He was carried past me in a Utter, In the 
evening I was appointed by Harrison to 
guard the prisoners with my comxmny. The- 
location was near a swamp. There is no 
doubt about the fact the Kentuckians skinned 
Tecumseh's body. I 8aw them in the act. 
They would cut stnps about a half a foot in 
length and an inch and a half wide, which 
would stretch like gum*^lastic. I saw a 
piece two inches long, which, when dry^ 
could be stretched nearly a foot in length. 
That it was TecumaeL*s body which was 
skinnea there can be no question. I knew 
him, and the Indian prisoners under my 
charffe continually pointed to his body, 
-^ hich lay close by, and uttered the most 
bewailing cries at his loss. By noon the day 
after the battle the body could hardly be 
recognized, it had been so thoroughly 
skinned. My men covered it with bru^h and 
logs, and it was probably eaten by wolves. 
Although the officers did not like the con- 
duct of the Kentuckians, they dare not in- 
terfere. The troops from that State were 
infuriated at the massacre at the River 
Raisin, and their battle cry was, * 'Remember 
the massacre of the River Raisin.^' It was 
wi«h difficulty that the Indian prisoners 
could be guarded, so general was the dispo- 
sition of the Kentuckians to massacre them. 

hull's surrender. 

In 1812 I raised a company in Bairfield 
county and formed a part of the regiment of 
Colonel Lewis Cass. Was surrendered at 
Detroit by General Hull. My opinion of Gen- 
eral Hulrs conduct, formed at the time, was 
—and events since have not changed it— that 
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Hull was an imbecile, not a traitor or a 
coward, but an imbecile, caused by drunk- 
• enness. He nras an ardent drinker. On 
the day before the surrender, his son« Cap- 
tain Abraham F. Hull, came among my men 
in a beastly state of drunkenness. 

The Brtiish hai erected fortifications 
across tbe river, which kept tip a continue 
ous fire upon us. Hull should never have 
allowed the enemy to construct those works. 

On the day of the surrender I saw Hull 
frequently. His face about his mouth and 
chin was covered with tobacco juice, and I 
thought, in common with other oflicers,that 
the Gfeneral was under the influence of liquor. 
He was surrounded with a military family, 
the members of which were fond of high 
times, wines and liquors. After his 
surrender, and before the enemy 
had entered, many ofllcers begged 
Colonel James Findlay to take com- 
mand of the American forces and resist the 
enemy, but he declined to take command. 
Colonel James Miller was also requested to 
take command, but he was unwilline to as- 
sume the responsibility, saying, **Matter8 
have gone too far, but had Hull signified to 
me his intention ot surrendering I would 
have assumed command and defended the 
fort to the last.*' Miller would have done 
so, too. 

After the surrender General Isaac Brock, 
the British commander, came into the fort. 
We were ordered to the parade ground, and 
there piled up our muskets, swords, pistols, 
knives, cartridge boxes, etc. A heavy guard 
was placed over us, and we were then sent 
to the ** citadel," where we were kept un- 
til released on parole. Hull and the 
regular officers were sent to Quebec. Biock 
was a heavily built man, about six feet 
three inches m height, broad shoulders, 
large hips, and was lame, walking with a 
cane. One of his eyes, the left one I think, 
was closed, and he was withal the ugliest 
officer I ever saw. He wore a scarlet uni- 
form, with a sash wrapped tight around his 
waist. 

When he came to my company, he said to 
me, ''If your men attempt to escape, or to 
complain of their treatment, I cannot be an- 
swerable for the consequences, but if they 
remain quiet and orderly, will shortly be re- 
leased and no harm shall befall them." 

All the officers of our army who con- 
versed with Brock; spoke of him as a very 
gallant and agreeable gentleman, who had 
seen much service in India and m the East. 

Colonel Gteorge PauU, who commanded 
the Twenty-seventh United States Infantry, 
was a lawyc, and residtd at St. Clairsville, 
O. I think he was bom about the year 



1775, in Pennsylvania. His father, of the 
same name, was a major of Pennsylvania 
Militia in Harmar's campaign. Colonel 
Paull was a man ot small frame, light com- 
plexion, and did not enjoy good health 
while in the service. He was rather unpop- 
ular with the men, but was a gallant soldier, 
and fearless in the discharge of duty. 
He died many >ears ago at St. Clairsville. 

CHARLES T. SHERMAN. 

Jud£e Sherman was a man of genial tem- 
perament, kind, social and agreeable, very 
popular with members of the bar. He was 
a lawyer of fine talent. In 1810 he came to 
Lancaster fiom Connecticut, and in 1811 
returned for his wife and child. I have 
heard it stated that Mrs. Sherman carried 
her infant son from Connecticut to Ohio, 
(now Judge Charles T. Sherman, of Cleve- 
land) on a pillow in front of her on horse- 
back. Judge Sherman had been revenue 
collector for the Fairfield district, and be- 
came a poor man through the negligence, care- 
lessness, and fraud of his deputies. He had 
the respect of citizens cf every range of poli- 
tics, and when elected Judge of the Supreme 
Court received every vote in the State 
House of Kepresentatives. I revere bis 
memoir. 

April 16, 1870. George Sanderson. 



MAJOR AM08 STODDARD, KILLED AT FORT 
MEIGS IN MAY, 1813. 

Born in Woodbury, Conn., 1769, son of 
Anthony Stoddard, of Woodbury,and grand- 
son of Kev. Anthony Stoddard, of Wood- 
bury. Entered the Revolutionary army, 
1779; served till 1788, when he settled at Bos- 
ton, Mass., as Clerk of the Supreme Court. 
Studied law with Theophilus Parsons, ad- 
mitted, and settled as a barrister at Hallo well ^ 
Me., in 1791. In 1799 appointed captain of 
artillery, promoted to major, June 7th,1807; 
served in Louisiana as Military Governor of 
that Territory after the purchase from 
France. He was a man of ability. Early 
in the war of 1812 he was appointed by 
Harrison Chief of Artillery, Northwestern 
Army. At Fort Meigs,May llth,1813,he was 
wounded by a shell,, which produced lock« 
jaw. Author of * 'Political Crisis" and 
Sketches of Louisiana. 

It is reported that by his own request his 
body was buried in one of the bastions. As 
yet the place of burial has not been identic* 
fied. 

His dirk, an elegant weapon, which he 
carried at Fort Meigs, is in possession of the 
Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleve- 
land, O. 

A brother resided in Boardman, Trumbull 
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county, O., and a nepbc^' recently in East 
Cleveland. 

Note —Anthony Stoddard died at Boscon, 
March 15cb, 16S7, aged 70. 

BolomoD Stoddard (son of abo?e), bom in 
Boston, t648, died February llth, 1729, aged 
85. 

Anthonv Stoddard (son of Solomon), bom 
1678, died September 6cb, 1760. aged 82. 

OleTeland* War of 1818. 

On the 8th of July, 1813, General Harri- 
son, leavlnor General Clay in command of 
Fort Meigs, proceeded to Lower Sandusky 
and Cleveland to maRe arrangements for the 
security of those places. The peaple residing 
at Cleveland, numbering but fifty souls, had 
become alarmed for the safety of their liitle 
settlement. Proctor had under his com- 
mand thousands of ruthless savages, headed 
by Tecumseb, who never lost an opportunity 
to use the tomahawk and scalping knife. 

Settlers in the vicinity of Sandusky and 
along the southwest shore ot the lake had 
fallen victims to the atrocious mode of war- 
fare adopted by Proctor and the uncivilized 
Indians who followed him. It was there*< 
fore natural that the inhabitants of Cleveland 
should feel some alarm. There was no block- 
house or other fortifications of conse<]^uence 
at this place. The apparent necessity for 
some defenses induced the people to call on 
Harrison for aid. That indefatigable com- 
mander, always looking to the comfort 
and safety of those in the region of his com» 
mand, responded to the calfof the citizens 
at once, and fbaving arrived in the village 
he proceeded to adopt measures for its 
its defense. A stockade was erected at the 
foot of Ontario street, on the bank of the 
lake, made ot pickets, reinforced in the in- 
terior with bags filled with sand, which 
made the place one of some strength, and 
though it would not have withstood the at-* 
tack of a very large force, yet it answered 
the purpose in some measure, and produced 
a feeling of security. This was called Foit 
Huntington, in honor of our second 
Governor. The stockade was provided with 
two pieces of artiliery and garrisoned by 



regulars under the command of Major 
Thomas L. Jessup, who afterward attained 
distinguished reputation in Virginia and in 
Fionda, ana became a Major General. Har- 
rison, during his stay ia Cleveland, or until 
about the 7th of Julv, encamped his men 
along the lake at the foot of Seneca street. 

The General occupied a tent there, as also 
did such honored patriots as Lewis Cass, then 
a Brigadier General in the United States 
service; Col. Samuel Wells, Seventeenth U. 
S. Infantry; Col.Thomas D.0wing8,Twenty- 
eighth U.S. Infantry; Col.George Paull,8€v- 
enteenth U. S. Infantry; J. C. Bartlett, Col- 
onel and Quarter Master General of the 
army;Jami'8 V. Ba^ I, commanding BalFs 
heroic cavalry; Robert Morrison, Lieutenant 
Colonel, U. 8. Army; Major George Tod,of 
the Nineteenth U. S. Infantry (father of ex- 
Governor TodJ; Major William Trigg, 
Twtnty-eighth u. S. Infantry; Major James 
Smiley; Maior Richard Graham; Major L. 
Hukill, Assistant Inspector General; Major 
E. D. Wood, of the U. S. Engineer Corps, 
afterward slain at the sortie from Fort Erie, 
and Major George Croghan, the defender of 
Fort Stevenson." 

**H«w sleep the brave 

Who sink to rest. 

Foreyer by their country bleat. * ' 

Of these illustrious men who once 
breathed, as it were, in our presence, not 
one survives. The last on that roU of he- 
roes was General Cass, who died in 1866, 
•*full of years and full of honors." 

It was wnile at Cleveland that General 
Harrison received information from Colonel 
Richud M. Johnson, who had been ordered 
to join him at Cleveland with his regiment 
of mounted Kentuckians, that his horses 
were givingway, and asking permission to 
return to Kentucky and recruit. This re- 
quest was granted, though it took one of the 
best regiments from Harrison's command. 

The importance of .Cleveland as an army 
depot was at once seen by the commanding 
General. During his vicit he made arrange^ 
ments for receiving supplies from the War 
Department by way of Cleveland. 
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